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PREFACE. 


THE  importance  of  placing  in  book  form  biographical  history  of  repre- 
sentative citizens — both  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  value  to 
coming  generations — is  admitted  by  all  thinking  people ; and  within 
the  past  decade  there  has  been  a growing  interest  in  this  commendable 
means  of  perpetuating  biography  and  family  genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a work  of  this 
nature  needs  no  assertion  at  onr  hands ; for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans 
has  said  that  the  history  of  any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies 
of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative  citizens.  This  medium,  then,  serves 
more  than  a single  purpose ; while  it  perpetuates  biography  and  family 
genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in  no  other 
way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  to  its 
patrons,  the  publishers  have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  their  enterprise  has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance 
rendered  in  enabling  them  to  surmount  the  many  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be 
met  with  in  the  production  of  a work  of  this  character.  In  nearly  every 
instance  the  material  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered  from  those  im- 
mediately interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for  correction 
and  revision.  The  volume,-  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  public  with  the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a valuable  addition 
to  the  library,  as  well  as  an  invaluable  contribution  to  the  historical  literature 
of  Northwestern  Ohio. 


THE  PUBLISHERS. 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


CHARLES  ELI  HU  SLOCUM,  M.  D.,  PH.  D. 

Charles  Elihu  Slocum,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  physician,  banker  and  philan- 
thropist, of  Defiance,  Ohio,  is  of  pure  English  ancestry,  the  ancient  home  of 
his  race  being  near  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  England. 

The  founder  of  the  branch  in  the  United  States  from  which  our  subject 
descends  was  one  Anthony  Slocombe,  who  came  to  America  with  his  wife  and 
family  at  the  time  of  the  absolute  and  despotic  reign  of  King  Charles  I.,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  purchasers  in  1637  of  several  townships  of  land  around 
the  present  site  of  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  which  town  he  helped  to  found. 
It  was  in  the  records  of  this  purchase  that  the  clerk  gave  the  present  spelling 
to  the  surname.  American  marriages  have  kept  the  blood  of  the  descendants 
of  this  first  American  ancestor  in  pure  English  lines. 

The  direct  ancestors  of  Doctor  Slocum,  covering  eight  generations  in 
America,  are  as  follows : Anthony’s  son  Giles,  born  in  England,  was  a young 
married  man  when  he  came  from  his  native  country,  his  wife’s  given  name  be- 
ing Joann.  He  was  prominent  in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  as  a man  of  large 
possessions,  and  was  also  a leading  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  fam- 
ily affiliating  with  that  religious  body  on  its  first  appearance  in  New  England 
in  1656.  The  descendants  continued  in  that  relation  until  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  when  removal  to  eastern  New  York  widely  separated  them  from 
the  Society.  Giles  and  Joann  Slocum  had  a family  of  nine  children,  the  young- 
est of  which  was  a son,  Eleazer,  born  the  25th  day  of  “loth  month,”  1664, 
in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island.  He  became  a resident  of  Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts,  in  1684.  He  married  Elephel  Fitzgerald,  and  one  of  their 
sons,  also  named  Eleazer,  born  January  20,  1694,  married  Deborah  Smith, 
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and  had  a son,  John,  born  August  4,  1717,  who  became  a yeoman  and  trader. 
He  married  Deborah  Almy,  and  had  a son,  Eleazer,  born  May  15,  1744,  in 
Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  who  married  Anstace  Viall,  and  this  couple, 
after  the  Revolutionary  war,  removed  with  their  family  to  what  is  now  known 
as  Northville,  Fulton  County,  New  York,  which  remained  the  family  home 
for  many  years.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son  of  Eleazer  and  Anstace  Slocum, 
was  born  February  6,  1766,  in  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  and  was  married 
in  Cambridge,  New  York,  to  Elizabeth  Wright  in  1790.  Their  second  son, 
Caleb  Wright  Slocum,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  Northville,  New 
York,  October  22,  1797,  and  died  there  in  1864.  He  was  a man  of  strong 
character  and  high  standing,  and  was  engaged  in  various  business  enterprises, 
being  a farmer,  merchant,  tanner  and  manufacturer.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Bass),  was  born  at  Northville,  November  25,  1798,  and  died  there  in  1866. 

Coming  now  to  the  ninth  generation,  Ave  return  to  our  subject,  who  is  also 
a native  of  Northville,  New  York,  born  December  30,  1841.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  with  the  aim  of  preparing  himself  for  teaching  and  gen- 
eral business,  his  studies  being  pursued  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
by  his  own  exertions  in  Fort  Edward  Collegiate  Institute,  and  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, New  York.  Several  years  of  his  early  manhood  were  passed  partly  in 
attending  school  and  partly  in  teaching  in  public  and  private  schools  with 
ascending  grades.  His  services  were  also  in  demand  as  instructor  in  teach- 
ers’ institutes. 

While  teaching  in  Albion,  Michigan,  in  1865,  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  a late  army  surgeon,  Doctor  Willoughby  O’Donohue.  He  at- 
tended the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  giving  special 
attention  to  analytical  and  applied  chemistry,  and  practical  microscopy.  He 
also  attended  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  and  in  that  city  registered  under 
the  preeeptorship  of  the  A^enerable  Professor  Zina  Pitcher  and  Doctor  David 
O.  Farrancl,  who  were  then  in  partnership.  There  he  saw,  and  participated  in, 
much  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery.  He  attended  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  Columbia  University,  in  New  York  City,  and  was  there 
graduated  Doctor  in  Medicine  in  1869,  with  health  somewhat  impaired.  He 
at  once  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Doctor  John  Caleb  Slocum, 
who  had  established  a large  practice  at  Shelby ville,  Indiana.  In  1870  he  trav- 
eled for  his  health  through  the  South  and  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  in 
July,  1871,  he  settled  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he  has  since  remained,  except- 
ing some  travels  for  study  and  recreation.  Parts  of  several  years  have  been 
passed  in  post-graduate  studies,  embracing,  literary  studies,  general  medicine, 
surgery  and  the  various  specialties,  in  NeAV  York  and  in  Philadelphia,  where 
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he  received  a degree  from  Jefferson  College  upon  examination.  He  also  passed 
two  years  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  course,  upon  examination,  with  the  highest  grade 
of  his  class.  In  1879  he  visited  Europe,  giving  attention  to  his  profession  in 
Vienna  and  London  specially,  and  visiting  other  medical  centers. 

Doctor  Slocum’s  practice  has  been  general,  including  delicate  work  in  the 
specialties  as  well  as  capital  surgical  operations,  and  his  careful  attention  to 
details  has  brought  him  large  patronage  and  gratifying  success.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Defiance  County  Medical  Society,  vice-president  of  the  Dis- 
trict Society,  and  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  since  1874.  He 
was  chosen  delegate  from  the  State  Society  in  1875  t0  the  American  Medical 
Association,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a permanent  member  of  the  last 
named  body. 

He  became  a member  of  the  Philadelphia  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences 
in  1876;  charter  member  of  the  American  Microscopical  Society  in  1878; 
member  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  in  1885  ; 
member  of  the  Ohio  State  Archaeological  and  Plistorical  Society;  of  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress  in  1887;  member  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science  from  the  first  year  of  its  organiza- 
tion ; and  charter  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Academy  of  Science,  of  which  he 
has  been  first  vice-president.  In  1896  he  organized  the  Fort  Defiance  Scien- 
tific Association,  with  a membership  of  thirty-five,  and  he  has  since  been  its 
president.  He  is  also  a member  of  various  other  important  societies  of  both 
a local  and  general  character,  including  the  American  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation. 

He  served  several  years  as  United  States  examining  surgeon  for  pen- 
sions, as  railway  surgeon,  and  as  examiner  for  numerous  life  insurance  com- 
panies. He  has  several  times  declined  proffered  professorships  in  medical 
colleges  in  different  cities,  but  since  1896  he  has  been  professor  of  psychology 
and  ethics  in  the  Cleveland  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  His  medical  writings  have  been  few,  and  confined  mainly  to  reports  of 
cases  in  his  practice,  which  were  published  in  different  medical  journals,  and 
also  occasional  papers  read  before  medical,  scientific  and  other  societies,  by 
request. 

In  1882  he  published  a large  octavo  volume,  the  preparation  of  which  had 
been  his  principal  diversion  for  several  years,  entitled  “A  Short  History  of 
the  Slocums,  Slocumbs  and  Slocombs  of  America,  Genealogical  and  Biograph- 
ical;  Embracing  Eleven  Generations  of  the  First  Named  Family,  from  1637 
to  1881  : With  their  Alliances  and  the  Descendants  in  the  Female  Lines  so 
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far  as  Ascertained.  Also  the  Etymology  of  those  Surnames,  an  Account  of 
some  Researches  in  England  Concerning  their  Ancestors  who  bore  the  Parent 
Surname,  Slocombe,  etc.  1 his  is  styled  a model  book  by  the  historical  jour- 
nals in  their  reviews,  and  it  has  had  a good  circulation  among  the  families  and 
their  affiliations,  and  to  libraries.  Material  has  been  accumulated  for  a second 
volume  on  the  same  subject.  These  studies  have  been  valuable  to  him  in  their 
relation  to  sociology,  heredity,  etc.  In  1898  he  began  writing  the  History  of 
Defiance,  Ohio,  and  its  Vicinity  From  the  Earliest  Times. 

Doctor  Slocum  has  been  a constant  hard  worker  in  his  profession,  and  he 
believes  in  systematic  diversion  as  a recreation  for  regular  life  work.  This 
diversion  from  professional  labors  he  has  found  in  scientific  and  literary  stu- 
dies, and  in  business.  In  the  last,  as  in  other  lines,  he  has  gained  success.  He 
was  chosen  a director  of  the  Defiance  National  Bank  in  1874,  and  continued 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  when  the  bank 
was  reorganized,  with  largely  increased  capital,  as  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  he  was  chosen  director  and  vice-president,  which  offices  he  still  holds.  He 
was  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  at  the  organization  of  the  Defiance  Sav- 
ings Bank,  which  was  merged,  in  1 88 1,  into  the  Merchants  National  Bank, 
of  which  institution  he  has  been  a director,  and  part  of  the  time  vice-president 
and  acting  president.  He  has  also  been  interested  in  several  of  the  principal 
manufacturing  institutions  of  his  city,  and  is  now  president  of  two  of  those 
more  recently  organized. 

Doctor  Slocum  began  his  business  life  poor,  and  under  adverse  physical 
and  other  conditions,  and  his  professional  and  financial  successes  have  been 
the  result  of  continued  painstaking  and  laborious  application  to  his  profession, 
together  with  economy  and  judicious  investments  of  the  proceeds  of  his  toil. 
Plis  professional  motto  has  been  from  the  first,  “I  desire  that  it  ever  be  more 
to  the  interest  of  my  patients  to  employ  me  than  to  my  interest  to  be  employed 
by  them.”  His  tastes  and  habits  have  been  formed  from  reason  and  judg- 
ment, keeping  in  mind  the  most  desirable  from  a social  and  physical  stand- 
point— avoiding  tobacco,  alcoholic  beverages  and  excesses  of  all  kinds,  from 
both  medical  and  moral  motives.  His  health,  which  was  frail  in  earlier  life, 
has  under  this  regime  grown  better  with  the  years.  He  has  carried  the  stamp 
of  integrity  into  all  his  professional  and  business  relations,  and  his  methods 
are  referred  to  by  all  who  know  him  best  as  examples  worthy  of  imitation. 

A true  philanthropist,  he  has  always  been  liberal  to  the  poor,  but  his  many 
and  various  benefactions  have  been  unheralded  by  himself.  His  largest  single 
donation  was  the  gift,  in  1894,  of  a library  building  to  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  of  which  institution  he  is  a trustee.  He  not 
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only  gave  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  but  he  entered  with  char- 
acteristic enthusiasm  upon  the  work  of  visiting  the  leading  libraries  in  Ameri- 
ca, as  he  had  done  in  Europe,  studying  their  good  qualities  and  their  defects, 
and  working  up,  with  the  university’s  financial  secretary,  Rev.  John  M.  Barker, 
Ph.  D.,  plans  that  should  produce  a model  university  library  building  in  every 
respect,  which  this  building  was  desired  to  be.  lie  also  superintended  its  con- 
struction in  a general  way.  All  its  outer  walls  are  of  Bedford  buff  limestone, 
and  its  interior  construction  is  of  steel  and  other  incombustible  material,  thus 
being  thoroughly  fireproof  throughout.  It  has  a capacity  of  over  two  hun- 
dred thousand  volumes,  most  of  which  will  be  stored  in  a wing  on  the  stack 
system.  Careful  attention  was  given  to  the  lighting,  to  ventilation,  to  con- 
venience, and  to  the  heating  by  indirect  hot-water  radiation.  The  grand  read- 
ing room  has  sittings  for  several  hundred  students ; rooms  for  seminar  work 
with  departmental  libraries  are  numerous,  and  in  all  its  appointments  it  is 
ample  in  proportions,  and  represents  modern  ideas  for  a large  university 
library.  This  building  was  dedicated  June  20,  1898. 

Doctor  Slocum  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years,  also  of  the  various  regular  Masonic  orders,  including  the  Knights 
Templars  and  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Ohio 
Consistory  at  Cincinnati,  but  is  now  connected  with  the  Lake  Erie  Consist- 
ory, Cleveland,  Ohio,  of  which  he  is  a charter  member. 

During  his  early  medical  studies  Doctor  Slocum  began  the  nucleus  around 
which  he  has  accumulated  a valuable  private  library,  numbering  about  five 
thousand  volumes  of  carefully  selected  works.  Here  medicine  and  surgery, 
archeology  and  general  science  are  seen  to  be  specialties  with  him,  although 
history,  general  and  special  literature  and  art  are  represented  prominently  on 
the  shelves.  This  valuable  collection  of  books  he  keeps  open  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  free  of  charge.  The  Doctor  is  still  a student,  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  world’s  progress,  and  is  thoroughly  informed  on  the  current  litera- 
ture of  the  day.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  re- 
mains a bachelor. 


EDWIN  PHELPS. 

For  more  than  three  score  years  there  dwelt  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
Edwin  Phelps  (now  deceased),  a man  of  sterling  integrity  and  sound  judg- 
ment, whose  character  in  its  stern  simplicity  and  upright  bearing  stands  out 
plainly  and  distinctly,  a type  of  that  past  generation  whose  watchword  was 
Duty,  whose  characteristics  were  industry  and  honesty. 
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Edwin  Phelps  was  born  at  Old  De  Kalb,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  December  30,  1815.  In  1834  he  emigrated  from  New  York  to  what 
is  now  Defiance  county,  Ohio.  From  an  old  memorandum  book  it  is 
learned  that  on  leaving  New  York  he  had  three  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and 
that  he  had  borrowed  to  come  west;  when  he  reached  northern  Ohio 
he  had  seven  cents  left.  On  August  20,  1834,  he  was  ferried  across  the 
Maumee  river  by  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jonas  Colby  and  E.  F.  Lindenberger. 
He  expended  his  seven  cents  for  crackers  to  appease  his  hunger,  and  then, 
through  the  assistance  of  an  uncle,  he  found  employment  with  the  hotel- 
keeper  for  eight  dollars  a month  and  board.  Three  years  later  he  was 
appointed  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Williams  county,  eight  years  before  the 
organization  of  Defiance  county.  His  active  work  in  the  interests  of  his 
town  and  county  and  his  careful  attention  to  whatever  duties  fell  to  his  lot, 
made  him  a much-sought  man  for  public  office. 

In  1839  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio, 
and  the  committee  that  examined  him — Peter  Hitchcock,  Henry  Stanberry, 
P.  B.  Wilcox,  John  W.  Andrews  and  Judge  George  J.  Smith — *was  com- 
posed of  men  whose  fame  was  national.  In  1845,  when  the  county  seat  of 
Williams  county  was  changed  from  Defiance  to  Bryan,  the  people  deter- 
mined on  the  organization  of  Defiance  county.  As  Mr.  Phelps  was  well 
known  as  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  he  was  selected  to  go  to 
Columbus  and  to  use  his  influence  to  secure  the  erection  of  Defiance 
county;  that  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success  is  shown  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  State.  He  was  appointed  the  first  auditor  of  the  new  county, 
and  was  also  a member  of  its  first  board  of  school  examiners.  Was  elected 
clerk  of  the  courts  in  1857,  and  served  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  actively 
interested  in  politics  for  almost  his  entire  life,  attended  all  the  State  con- 
ventions as  well  as  those  of  the  county,  and  some  of  the  National  conven- 
tions. The  last  National  convention  to  which  he  was  a delegate  was  in 
1864,  when  General  George  B.  McClellan  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
at  Chicago.  Chief  Justice  White  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  after  years 
of  personal  experience  with  the  work  of  Mr.  Phelps  as  clerk  of  the  courts, 
said  that  “Mr.  Phelps  was  the  best  and  most  accurate  clerk  of  the  courts  in 
Ohio.” 

He  was  not  only  prominent  in  politics,  but  also  in  every  interest  that 
seemed  to  tend  to  the  improvement  and  progression  of  his  community. 
He  spent  much  time  and  money  in  securing  the  location  of  the  Toledo 
and  Illinois  (now  the  Wabash)  railroad  through  Defiance.  Prior  to  this 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Miami  & Erie  canal, 
on  which  for  a time  he  was  employed.  It  was  through  his  influence  and 
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work  that  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  road  secured  the  right  of  way  through 
Defiance,  and  again  he  labored  almost  unceasingly  when  the  projected 
Columbus,  Lima  & Milwaukee  road  was  first  talked  of.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a 
man  of  fine  physique,  and  his  wonderful  constitution  enabled  him  to  perform 
tasks  that  an  ordinary  man  could  not  conceive  of.  Long  hours  of  work, 
physical  or  mental,  seemed  to  leave  no  trace. 

In  1840  Mr.  Phelps  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Woodward,  who  sur- 
vived but  one  year;  in  1843  he  married  Emily  Eaton,  and  to  this  union 
three  children  were  born:  Adelaide  Victoria;  Emily  J.,  who  married 
Charles  Seymour,  of  Defiance;  and  Ida  R.,  who  married  Mr.  Gensheimer, 
and  now  lives  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Phelps,  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1862,  married  Evaline  Richardson,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 
Mary  Alice,  who  married  J.  W.  Ackley,  of  Granville,  Ohio;  Helen  Dorothy; 
Julia,  who  died  in  1863;  Grace,  who  died  in  1870;  Abbie,  who  married  F.  P. 
Weisenburger ; and  Edwin  J.  The  father  of  this  family  was  found  ever  kind 
and  liberal  in  his  home,  true  to  his  friends,  honorable  in  his  business  relations, 
faithful  to  every  trust.  After  four  score  years  of  toil,  sustained  by  the  love 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  this  grand  old  man  passed  quietly  to  his  last 
rest,  September  28,  1897. 

“His  life  was  gentle  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in  him 
That  nature  may  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world. 

This  was  a man.” 


JOHN  HAMMON. 

This  deceased  gentleman  was  for  many  years  actively  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  and  was  one 
of  the  representative  and  honored  citizens  of  his  community.  He  was  born 
December  3,  1825,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  but  when  quite  young  was 
brought  tO'  America  by  his  mother  and  stepfather,  being  reared  principally 
in  Independence,  Ohio.  When  about  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Woodville,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  for  his 
brother-in-law  some  four  years. 

While  living  at  that  place  Mr.  Hammon  was  married  February  3,  1858, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Myers,  a native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  born  April  9, 
1831.  When  three  years  old  she  came  to  America  with  her  parents.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hammon  continued  to  live  in  Woodville  for 
one  year,  and  then  removed  to  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  locat- 
ing on  a farm  in  Section  1,  North  Richland  precinct,  where  he  success- 
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fully  engaged  in  fanning  until  called  from  this  life  on  October  30,  1891.  He 
left  to  his  family  a good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  its  well-tilled 
fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  manifesting  the  enterprise  and  indus- 
try of  the  owner.  He  took  quite  an  active  part  in  all  local  affairs,  most 
efficiently  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  township  treasurer,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Religiously 
he  was  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a 
faithful  member. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Mary  C. ; Eva  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Feindle;  John  H.,  who*  wedded 
Mary  E.  Fisher;  George  P.,  who  married  Mary  Curns;  Flora,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Henry  M.,  who  married  Lizzie  Clemens;  Lewis 
F.,  who  married  Sadie  Champion;  William,  who  wedded  Martha  Koust; 
Philip  E.;  and  August  Alonzo.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest  respect- 
ability and  worth. 


HON.  WILLIAM  HUMPHREYS  HUBBARD. 

The  family  history  of  Judge  Hubbard  is  a most  interesting  one.  His 
descent  is  traced  in  an  unbroken  line  from  the  Danish  Sea  King,  Hubba,  who, 
with  his  brother,  Plingua,  and  a numerous  following  of  their  people,  invaded 
England  in  the  year  866,  and  after  conquering  and  devastating  the  country 
from  Nottingham  north  to  the  Tyne,  crossed  the  Humber  and  carried  death 
and  destruction  as  far  south  as  Excesdune  (Aston),  where,  after  a terrific 
battle  with  the  Saxon  army,  under  King  Ethelred  and  Prince  Alfred  the  Great, 
they  were  defeated  and  driven  back  to  Reading.  They,  however,  maintained 
themselves  in  England,  and  in  878,  with  a fleet  of  twenty-three  ships,  ravaged 
the  coast  of  South  Wales  and  Devonshire,  where  they  landed  and  remained 
until  they  were  at  last  defeated  and  driven  back  to  their  ships,  with  the  death 
of  Hubba,  by  Odun  the  Saxon. 

After  the  final  subjection  of  the  Danes  by  King  Alfred,  the  descendants 
and  followers  of  Hubba  and  the  other  Danish  leaders  took  the  names  of  their 
respective  kings,  the  termination  “ard,”  which  in  the  old  Danish  signified 
both  “descended  from”  and  “belonging  to,”  being  added  to  the  name  Hubba, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  the  name  Hubbard  was  indiscriminately  applied  as 
well  to  all  those  who  had  fought  under  “Hubba’s  Raven  Banner  as  to  his 
direct  descendants.  As  is  said  in  a work  published  at  New  York,  in  1895, 
entitled  “1,000  years  of  Hubbard  History,”  from  which  we  quote:  1 he 
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name  Hubba  is  not  only  very  ancient  in  British  history,  but  is  probably  of 
great  antiquity  in  Asia.  The  remote  ancestors  of  Hubba  the  Dane  came  from 
Asia,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  from  the  very  valley  where  the  ruins — • 
beneath  the  mounds  of  Abu  Hubba — were  discovered.” 

The  great  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Walworth,  whose  mother 
was  of  the  same  strain  of  Hubbard  blood  with  our  subject,  for  many  years 
of  his  life  devoted  a large  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  perfecting  the 
genealogical  records  of  the  family ; going  to  England  for  that  purpose.  As 
might  be  supposed,  he  found  that  the  blood  of  the  other  royal  families  of  Eng- 
land, the  Saxon  and  the  Norman,  had  freely  mingled  with  the  vigorous  blood 
of  the  Viking  Hubba ; and  was  able  to  trace  back  these  other  lines  of  ancestry 
to  their  sources.  His  labors  are  in  part  preserved  in  a massive  volume  pub- 
lished by  him,  a copy  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  rooms  of  the  Long  Island 
Historical  Society,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  which  appears  the  name  of  our 
subject,  with  a full  account  of  his  ancestry  along  the  lines  followed  by  the 
Chancellor.  His  earliest  ancestor  in  this  country  was  George  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  i6ot,  and  is  mentioned  among  the  first  settlers  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  as  having  taken  a party  from  Boston,  to  settle  there. 
He  was  given  six  acres  of  land  “by  courtesy  of  the  Town,  with  the  privilege 
of  wood  and  keeping  cows  on  the  common.”  In  1640  he  married  Elizabeth 
Watts,  daughter  of  Richard  Watts,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hart- 
ford, and  was  “assigned  a home  lot  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  river.”  About 
1650  he  removed  to  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  there  established  his  per- 
manent home,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street.  His  real  estate  holdings  were 
very  extensive,  and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  locality,  being 
“highly  respected  and  of  marked  integrity  and  fairness.”  His  death  occurred 
March  18,  1664,  his  widow  surviving  him  until  1702.  They  had  eight 
children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Nathaniel,  who  was  born  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  December  10,  1652,  and  died  May  20,  1728.  He  was  married 
May  29,  1682,  to  Mary  Earle,  who  was  born  in  1663,  and  died  April  6,  1732. 
Their  home  was  at  “Long  Hill  on  the  cross-roads,”  at  Middletown,  where 
they  reared  a family.  Their  son,  Nathaniel,  was  born  at  Middletown,  Septem- 
ber 14,  1690,  and  died  at  the  old  home  on  Long  Hill,  October  14,  1765-  He 
was  married  April  12,  1716;  to  Sarah  Johnson,  by  whom  he  had  several 
children. 

A son,  Nehemiah,  the  next  in  direct  line  of  descent,  was  born  at  Middle- 
town,  July  22,  1721,  and  died  in  Holland  Patent,  New  York,  March  11,  1811. 
He  served  for  many  years  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  of  his  time.  He 
was  married  October  12,  1748*  t°  Sarah  Sill,  who  was  born  January  2,  1728, 
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and  died  August  io,  1814.  Thirteen  children  blessed  this  union,  the  third. 
Nehemiah.  being  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  April  10,  1752,  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  was  thrice  married, 
first  in  1777  t°  Cornelia  Willis,  who  died  November  28,  1781.  On  February 
I2>  I7&5>  he  married  Lucy  Starr,  and  at  her  death  he  married  Widow  Hannah 
(Burnham)  Latimer.  He  took  a leading  part  in  the  stirring  events  of  his  day, 
and  at  his  death  left  what  was  then  considered  a large  fortune.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  entered  the  store  of  Matthew  Talcot  as  a clerk,  and  remained 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  engaged  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies, 
first  as  supercargo  and  later  as  captain  and  merchant.  In  1776  Governor 
Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  appointed  him  paymaster  of  Colonel  Burrell’s  regi- 
ment from  the  colony,  and  in  May,  1777,  General  Greene  appointed  him  deputy 
quartermaster-general  for  Connecticut.  He  was  present  at  the  siege  of  York- 
town  and  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and  possessed  the  warm  esteem  of 
General  Washington,  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull  and  Alexander  Hamilton, 
autograph  letters  from  all  of  whom,  expressing  friendship  and  confidence, 
being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  Many  of  his  accounts  while  pay- 
master were  audited  by  General  Washington,  and  these  have  also  been 
preserved  by  his  descendants.  He  and  Colonel  David  Humphreys,  a relative 
of  Judge  Hiibbard  on  the  maternal  side,  held  memberships  countersigned  by 
General  Washington  and  General  John  Knox  in  the  “Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati,” composed  of  commissioned  officers  in  the  Colonial  army.  At  the  close 
of  the  Revolution  he  resumed  his  mercantile  business,  and  later,  from  1808  to 
1822,  was  president  of  the  Middletown  Savings  bank.  He  was  active  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  treasurer  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  memory  is  indis- 
solubly connected  with  the  progress  of  the  city  of  Middletown,  one  of  his  chief 
benefactions  being  the  gift  of  the  land  for  the  Wesleyan  College.  As  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Western  Reserve  Land  Co.,  he  became  the 
owner  of  nearly  eighteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  this  State,  and  the  town 
of  LIubbard,  Ohio,  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  died  February  6,  1837. 

By  his  marriage  with  Lucy  Starr  he  had  children,  one  of  whom  was  a 
son,  Richard,  the  Judge's  grandfather,  who  was  born  March  27,  1792,  and 
became  a prominent  resident  of  Middletown.  In  1838  he  was  elected  mayor 
of  the  city,  and  for  many  years  he  was  president  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual 
Assurance  Co.  A graduate  of  Yale  College,  he  was  a man  of  fine  culture-, 
and,  like  all  the  family,  he  displayed  much  public  spirit  and  liberality.  On 
September  7,  1814,  he  married  Mary  Cone,  who  was  born  February  2 7,  1793, 
the  daughter  of  Salmon  and  Mary  Pinneo  Cone,  of  Colchester,  Connecticut. 
He  died  September  1,  1839,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  in 
1850. 
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Their  son,  Edward  Cone  Hubbard,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born 
September  27,  1824,  eventually  inherited  the  extensive  tract  of  land  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  in  1856  he  removed  to  Ashtabula,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  His  widow, 
Mrs.  Sarah  M.  (Humphreys)  Hubbard,  who  was  born  June  5,  1830,  still 
resides  at  that  place.  She  was  a daughter  of  William  and  Maria  Beach  Hum- 
phreys, and  a grandniece  of  Colonel  David  Humphreys,  mentioned  above, 
who  served  in  the  war  as  an  aid  on  the  staff  of  General  Israel  Putnam,  and 
later  on  the  staff  of  General  Washington.  A warm  personal  friendship  was 
thus  begun  between  him  and  Washington,  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission until  the  death  of  the  latter.  At  the  time  Washington  became  Presi- 
dent, Colonel  Humphreys,  at  his  request,  assumed  the  duties  of  Major-Domo 
of  his  official  residence,  and  after  his  retirement  passed  months  at  a time  at 
Mount  Vernon,  as  the  honored  companion  of  his  former  chief. 

He  was  also  minister  from  this  country  at  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  and  while 
acting  in  that  capacity  succeeded  in  bringing  to  this  country  one  hundred  of 
the  finest  Infantado  Merino  sheep,  in  spite  of  the  penalty  of  death  provided 
by  the  laws  of  Spain  for  the  taking  of  a Merino  out  of  that  country.  With 
the  flock  thus  acquired,  he  became  the  first  manufacturer  of  fine  woolen  cloths 
in  this  country,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  at  his  inauguration  as  President,  wore 
a suit  made  of  broadcloth  manufactured  and  presented  to  him  by  Colonel 
Humphreys.  In  the  War  of  1812  he  became  a general,  and  he  was  prominent 
in  the  settlement  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land.  He 
married  the  Countess  Walewski,  in  France,  where  he  afterwards  died.  Her 
maternal  grandfather.  Captain  John  Beach,  was  a captain  in  a Connecticut 
regiment  in  the  same  struggle,  and  the  silver-mounted  sword  that  he  carried  is 
a treasured  heirloom  in  the  family. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Judge  Hubbard  comes  of  ancestry  with  whom  high 
purpose  and  courageous  achievement  was  “bred  in  the  bone.”  While  his  life 
has  happily  fallen  in  peaceful  times,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  opportunity  for 
the  exercise  in  the  forum,  and  in  the  world  of  business,  for  the  shrewdness  and 
valor  which  won  success  for  his  forefathers  in  other  fields.  He  was  born  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  April  15,  1850,  but  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ashtabula.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  he  was  placed  under 
the  care  of  a private  tutor,  Rev.  James  Bonner,  D.  D.,  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  eminent  for  his  scholastic  attainments, 
and  a well-known  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  For  seven  years  he 
remained  under  this  gentleman's  instruction,  acquiring  a thorough  knowledge 
of  Latin  and  other  branches.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  accepted  a position 
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as  civil  engineer  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  Missouri  and 
Kansas,  and  while  thus  employed  he  began  the  study  of  law.  Having  fully 
decided  to  make  the  legal  profession  his  life  work,  he  returned  to  Ashtabula 
in  1870,  and  continued  his  studies  while  holding  a position  as  bookkeeper 
and  paymaster  for  contractors  who  were  engaged  in  building  railroads  in 
Ohio.  In  1871  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion 
before  the  Supreme  court,  and  soon  afterward  he  began  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession at  Ashtabula.  In  1873  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  District  and  Circuit  courts  for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio,  and  later, 
on  motion  of  Senator  Edmunds,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court. 

A pleasing  incident,  credible  to  both  parties  concerned,  is  connected 
with  this  event.  It  seems  that  Senator  Edmunds  made  it  a rule  never 
to  make  a motion  of  that  kind  unless  he  knew  positively  that  the  applicant 
was  thoroughly  qualified,  and  he  took  a most  ingenious  way  to  test  the  fitness 
of  Mr.  Hubbard,  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  socially.  While  chatting  one 
day  the  Senator  began  to  look  up  some  records,  and  would  frequently  ask  his 
young  friend’s  opinions,  which  were  given,  of  course,  with  great  freedom, 
and  with  no  thought  of  any  momentous  issue  depending  upon  their  accuracy. 
This  unique  method  of  examination  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  on  parting 
the  Senator  requested  Mr.  Hubbard  to  be  present  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Supreme  court,  offering  to  move  for  his  admission. 

Judge  Hubbard  attained  a high  standing  among  the  legal  fraternity  at 
Ashtabula,  and  he  remained  there  until  February,  1881,  when  he  removed 
to  Napoleon,  Ohio,  where  his  abilities  were  likewise  appreciated.  In  1885 
he  located  at  Defiance,  forming  a partnership  with  Hon.  W.  D.  Hill,  then  a 
member  of  Congress.  This  continued  until  1891,  when  Mr.  Hill  moved  to  the 
West,  and  in  1893  Mr.  Hubbard  took  another  partner,  J.  H.  Hockman,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Hubbard  and  Hockman.  This  lasted  until  the  fall  of  1896, 
when  Air.  Hubbard  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  Judge  is  a close  student,  keeping  well  abreast  of  the  times,  a strong 
and  accurate  logician,  and  a thoroughly  reliable  counsellor.  As  a trial  lawyer 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  ablest  in  northwestern  Ohio,  the  fact  being 
especially  worthy  of  note  that  he  never  lost  a case  among  all  that  he  argued 
before  the  State  Supreme  Court.  He  accepted  the  position  of  city  solicitor 
of  Defiance  for  two  terms,  and  has  had  some  very  important  cases  for  the 
city.  One  of  them,  The  Wabash  Railroad  Co.  vs.  The  City  of  Defiance,  lately 
decided  in  favor  of  the  latter  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  is 
now  the  leading  case  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  municipal  control  of 
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the  occupation  and  crossing'  of  streets  by  railroads.  Another,  involving  the 
validity  of  city  bonds  to  the  amount  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  is  now  pend- 
ing in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  is  the  only  case  in  which  he  is 
still  acting  as  counsel.  In  this  case  many  new  questions  of  great  importance 
are  to  be  determined.  His  course  upon  the  Bench  has  demonstrated  his 
eminent  ability  and  impartiality  as  a judge,  and  scarcely  any  of  his  decisions 
have  been  reversed  by  the  higher  courts.  Outspoken,  fearless,  strictly  hon- 
orable in  his  dealings,  the  Judge  holds  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all 
classes  in  the  community,  while  his  genial  manners  and  sterling  qualities  of 
character  quickly  transform  acquaintances  into  fast  friends. 

The  Judge  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  began  to  defend  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  from  the 
rostrum.  Since  that  time,  each  campaign  has  found  him  among  the  leading 
champions  of  that  cause  upon  the  “stump.” 

In  1 88 1,  Judge  Hubbard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Moore,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Moore,  an  Episcopal  minister  formerly  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  and  later  of  Ohio.  Under  the  administration  of  the  late 
Bishops  Mcllvaine  and  Bedell,  he  was  one  of  the  examining  chaplains  of  the 
Diocese  of  Ohio,  and  also  presiding  judge  of  the  Ecclesiastical  court. 

The  Judge  and  his  wife  have  three  children:  Lucy  M.,  Edward  M.  and 
Nannie  C.,  aged  respectively  (1898)  fifteen,  fourteen  and  eleven  years. 


WILLIAM  C.  HOLGATE. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Holgate,  our  subject,  was  a leading  citizen  of  this 
section,  and  this  volume  would  not  be  complete  without  an  account  of  his 
effective  work  in  developing  the  varied  activities  which  mark  a civilized 
community  of  the  highest  type.  To  his  energy,  foresight,  and  public  spirit 
many  beneficial  enterprises  owed  their  success,  and  his  career  demonstrated 
that  a man  may  gain  a commanding  place  in  business  circles  through 
methods  which  bring  lasting  good  to  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  Holgate  was  of  English  descent  on  the  paternal  side,  and  the  first 
ancestor  of  whom  we  have  record  was  Dr.  Elolgate,  a surgeon  in  the  British 
army,  who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times,  and  died  while  in  the  service, 
his  remains  being  buried  at  sea  between  Boston  and  Halifax.  Dr.  Hol- 
gate had  but  one  son,  Asa,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  served  as  a 
private  in  the  British  army  during  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  after- 
ward settled  near  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  where  he  married  a daughter  of 
Captain  Kathan,  a Scotchman,  who  owned  lands  for  nine  miles  along  the 
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Connecticut  river  in  that  locality.  Curtis  Holgate,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Dummerston,  Vermont,  August  28,  1773,  the  youngest 
in  a large  family  of  children.  As  the  real  estate  which  he  might  have  hoped 
to  inherit  became  lost  to  the  family,  he  started  in  business  life  without 
capital,  but  through  industry  and  economy  he  managed  to  save  from  his 
earnings  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  by  the  time  he  was  thirty-six 
years  old.  In  the  meantime  his  first  wife  died,  and  he  married  Miss 
Alvira  Prentice,  the  daughter  of  a physician  in  northern  Vermont,  and  soon 
afterward  he  located  at  Burlington,  in  the  same  State. 

There  he  invested  his  funds  in  the  construction  of  extensive  wharves 
and  docks,  his  enterprise  gaining  for  him  the  title  of  “the  Napoleon  of 
Burlington.”  His  docks  were  completed  just  before  the  war  of  1812,  and 
were  of  great  service  to  Commodore  McDonough  when  he  fitted  out  his 
forces  for  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  During  this  war  Mr.  Holgate,  with 
others,  prepared  and  manned  a gunboat  which  repulsed  a British  vessel 
that  had  cannonaded  the  city,  doing  special  damage  to  Mr.  Holgate’s 
house.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  sold  his  docks  for  twenty-two  thousand 
dollars  and  removed  to  a farm  two  miles  south  of  Burlington,  his  real- 
estate  holdings  including  at  that  time  about  eight  hundred  acres,  a portion 
of  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake.  He  laid  out  the  town  of  Port 
Douglas,  where  he  built  a wharf,  warehouse,  hotel,  store,  and  sawmill, 
and  he  also  purchased  six  or  eight  vessels  for  lake  traffic.  After  a year 
he  sold  Port  Douglas  to  a steamboat  company,  receiving  all  his  expendi- 
tures, with  six  per  cent  interest,  and  later  he  disposed  of  his  other  property 
in  the  vicinity  and  arranged  to  move  to  the  West.  The  journey  was  made 
in  one  of  his  own  boats  by  way  of  the  Northern  canal,  and  he  stopped  at 
Troy,  New  York,  to  procure  a stock  of  general  merchandise.  He  then 
proceeded  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to  Salina,  New  York,  now  a part  of 
the  city  of  Syracuse,  where  he  spent  one  year  conducting  a store  and  two 
salt  works  purchased  soon  after  his  arrival.  His  children  being  of  an  age 
to  require  better  educational  facilities  than  the  locality  afforded,  he  removed 
to  Utica,  New  York,  for  a time,  but  in  1835  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
at  Defiance.  He  was  almost  the  first  man  to  bring  any  capital  to  the  town, 
and  with  characteristic  enterprise  he  engaged  in  real-estate  operations, 
purchasing  one  half  of  the  site  of  Defiance  and  one  third  of  the  site  of 
Napoleon.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  but  in  the  fall  of 
1837  he  returned  to  Defiance,  where  his  death  occurred  January  15,  1840. 
He  was  a man  of  strict  moral  principles,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  was  gov- 
erned by  a high  sense  of  honor,  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  winning 
for  him  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
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The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  November  23,  1814,  at  Burlington, 
Vermont,  and  in  1835  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College,  near  Syra- 
cuse, New  York,  that  institution  six  years  later  conferring  upon  him  the 
additional  degree  of  A.  M.  He  studied  law  with  William  Crafts,  of  Utica, 
New  York,  and  Horace  Sessions,  of  Defiance,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  in  1838.  His  abilities  commanded  success 
from  the  start,  and,  while  he  served  for  some  time  as  clerk  of  the  court 
and  as  prosecuting  attorney,  his  most  notable  professional  achievements 
•were  in  the  line  of  general  practice.  In  1844  he  was  chosen  to  present 
a petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the  separation  and  organization  of  Defiance 
county,  and  during  the  following  winter  he  went  to  Columbus,  where  he 
succeeded  in  securing  the  enactment  desired,  notwithstanding  strenuous 
opposition  from  the  enemies  of  the  measure. 

On  his  return  to  Defiance  he  received  a royal  reception  from  the  citi- 
zens, who  fully  appreciated  his  efforts  in  their  behalf.  He  was  instrumental 
in  securing  for  his  town  the  Wabash  & Pacific  railroad  and  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  on  lines  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  himself  and  others,  and  for 
some  time  he  served  as  a director  in  the  latter.  The  town  of  Holgate  was 
named  for  him  by  the  citizens  in  recognition  of  his  efforts  in  securing  that 
railroad  for  the  place.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the 
Defiance  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  for  years  he  took  upon  himself 
all  the  business  cares  of  the  society,  while  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
death  he  was  president  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank,  and  of  the  Defi- 
ance Manufacturing  Company.  His  energy  and  determination  were  irre- 
sistible when  applied  to  the  prosecution  of  a definite  plan,  all  his  enterprises 
proving  successful,  and  his  dealings  characterized  by  unwavering  integrity. 
He  accumulated  a large  fortune,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
13,  1888,  he  left  an  estate  valued  at  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Holgate  took  much  interest  in  public  questions,  being 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican ; in  religious  faith  he  was  a Presby- 
terian, the  church  at  Defiance  receiving  from  him  substantial  support.  In 
1850  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Hoelrich,  who  died  June  6,  1864.  He 
had  two  children:  W.  Curtis  Holgate,  born  November  29,  1854,  and  Miss 

Fannie  Maude  Holgate,  born  October  2,  1856. 

W.  Curtis  Holgate  on  September  14,  1876,  was  married  to  Flor- 
ence Gleason,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children — ■William,  C.,  July  19, 
1877,  and  Robert  Gleason,  October  1,  1880.  Mr.  Holgate  followed  farm- 
ing, also  was  interested  in  the  breeding  of  fine  trotting-  horses,  and  was 
an  eminently  honored  and  respected  citizen.  He  spent  much  time  in  travel 
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throughout  the  country.  He  died  January  31,  1887.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Florence  (Gleason)  Holgate,  was  married  May  16,  1893,  to  Elmer  T.  Clark, 
find  now  resides  in  Defiance. 


HON.  JOHN  WASHINGTON  WINN. 

The  man  who  achieves  success  in  the  legal  profession  is  even  more 
stiictly  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune”  than  is  the  average  self-made  busi- 
ness man,  there  being  in  the  keen  competitions  of  the  lawyer’s  life,  with  its 
constantly  recurring  mental  duel  between  eager  and  determined  antagonists, 
no  chance  for  the  operation  of  the  influences  which  may  be  called  to  the  aid 
of  the  merchant,  the  manufacturer  or  the  financier. 

Among  the  men  of  this  section  who  have  demonstrated  their  abilities  in 
that  difficult  field,  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Winn,  of  Defiance,  holds  a leading  place, 
and  his  history  affords  an  interesting  example  of  ambition  rightly  directed  and 
pursued  with  a zeal  which  overcame  all  obstacles.  He  was  born  March  4,  1855, 
near  Norwich,  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  but  since  the  age  of  nine  he  has  had 
his  home  in  Defiance  county,  and  his  interests  have  always  been  identified 
with  this  locality  even  when  he  has  been  called  to  duty  in  a wider  sphere. 
His  father,  Elisha  Winn,  was  also  a native  of  Muskingum  county,  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  there  for  some  years  in  early  manhood,  but  in 
1857  he  and  his  wife,  Huldah  E.  (Chapman),  removed  with  their  family  to 
Vinton  county,  Ohio,  and  from  there  came  to  Defiance  county,  arriving  on 
New  Year’s  day,  1865.  They  located  first  in  Milford  township,  and  in  1871 
moved  to  Washington  township;  but  since  1891  the  father  has  lived  at 
Hicksville,  Ohio,  having  retired  from  active  business. 

Mr.  Winn’s  elementary  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  near  his 
father’s  home,  and  when  sufficiently  advanced  in  his  studies  he  entered  the 
academy  at  William's  Center,  Williams  county,  Ohio.  On  leaving  this  insti- 
tution he  taught  school  for  several  years,  and  while  thus  engaged  began 
the  study  of  law,  in  1878,  with  Hardy  & Johnston,  of  Defiance.  After 
two  years  of  preparatory  work  he  took  the  senior  course  in  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  April  5,  1881,  but  for  a year  con- 
tinued to  teach  at  Farmers  Center  and  Brunersburg.  His  professional 
career  was  begun  in  April,  1882,  when  he  established  himself  at  Defiance,  and, 
in  partnership  with  K.  V.  Haymaker,  speedily  secured  a fine  practice.  As  an 
advocate  he  has  won  some  notable  victories,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  trial  lawyers  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

In  1881  Mr.  Winn  became  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  in 
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his  locality,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a potent  influence  in  shaping'  its 
policy,  both  as  a member  of  the  county  central  and  executive  committees  and 
as  delegate  to  numerous  State  and  district  conventions.  In  1884  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney,  and  so  ably  did  he  discharge  its 
duties  that  he  was  again  elected  in  1887,  receiving  the  regular  nomination  of 
his  own  party  and  an  endorsement  by  the  People’s  party.  His  term  expired 
in  January,  1891,  and  in  June  of  that  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
convention  as  a candidate  for  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  elected,  served 
two  years,  and  was  re-elected  in  1893,  his  talents  winning  for  him  recognition 
as  a leader  there  as  in  the  local  work.  During  his  last  term  he  received  the 
complimentary  vote  of  the  Democratic  members,  then  in  the  minority,  for 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  a formal  acknowledgment 
of  his  leadership. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Winn  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  his  practice,  but  men  of  his  character  and  ability  are  not  soon 
forgotten  by  the  public  when  once  known.  He  has  been  prominently  men- 
tioned as  a candidate  for  Congress,  and  in  1897  was  discussed  in  all  the  papers 
of  the  State  as  an  available  man  for  governor;  but  he  declined  to  be  con- 
sidered as  in  the  race  for  either  position. 

A few  years  ago  Mr.  Winn  became  the  owner  of  what  is  known  as  the 
“Gorman  Homestead,”  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  pleasant  suburban  homes 
in  Defiance,  at  No.  1005  Jefferson  street,  where  he  now  resides,  surrounded 
by  everything  necessary  to  make  life  pleasant.  He  was  married  in  Defiance, 
September  4,  1881,  to  Miss  Lotta  M.  Yeagley,  daughter  of  William  Yeagley, 
a well-known  resident  of  Farmers  Center.  They  have  four  children,  viz. : 
Mabel  M.,  born  December  13,  1883;  Claude  R.,  born  April  2,  1885  ; Lotta  B., 
born  March  6,  1889;  and  John  W.  Winn,  junior,  born  July  24,  1898. 

As  a citizen,  Mr.  Winn  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  classes.  Socially  he  is 
active  and  prominent,  and  in  1885  he  became  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  which  he  has  taken  great  interest.  In  1886  he  united  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  held  every  office  in  the  grand  lodge,  serving  as 
grand  chancellor  from  May,  1897,  to  May,  1898. 


ADAM  WILHELM. 

This  well-known  business  man  of  Defiance,  although  now  past  the 
allotted  limit  of  three-score  and  ten  years,  is  still  vigorous  and  alert,  and 
is  active  in  the  management  of  his  large  estate,  and  also  in  public  affairs, 
in  which  he  wields  wide  influence. 
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Like  many  of  our  leading'  citizens,  he  is  of  German  birth,  having 
been  born  June  23,  1823,  at  the  village  of  Oberkerchan  (Upper  Church), 
near  St.  Wendel  and  Kuzell,  in  northern  Prussia.  His  father,  Jacob  Wil- 
helm, a farmer,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1835,  with  his  wife,  Atilla 
Smith,  and  their  family  of  children.  They  first  located  at  Bethlehem,  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  and  the  older  sons  were  employed  in  the 
mines  for  two  years.  The  family  then  spent  one  year  at  Bolivar,  Stark 
county,  and  three  years  in  Tuscarawas  county,  near  Canal  Dover.  At  the 
latter  place  all  suffered  extremely  from  fever  and  ague,  even  the  dogs  being 
afflicted,  one  falling  away  to  “skin  and  bone”  from  the  effects  of  the  disease. 
The  bills  for  medical  attendance  amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
on  one  visit  the  doctor  told  our  subject,  then  a lad  of  twelve,  tO'  tell  his 
parents  to  move  to  another  climate,  as  there  were  not  enough  drugs  in  his 
drug  store  to  cure  them.  About  this  time  an  Indian  woman  came  to.  see 
his  mother,  who  was  then  sick  in  bed  as  a result  of  her  protracted  suffer- 
ings, and  told  her  to  take  pure  pepper,  grind  it,  and  take  a spoonful  in 
vinegar  or  whisky.  This  simple  remedy  was  tried  and  proved  effective, 
two  or  three  doses  all  around  banishing  the  ague  forever  from  the  house- 
hold. 

In  1840  the  family  moved  to  Brunersburg,  Defiance  county,  and  in  the 
same  year  our  subject  bought  a farm  in  Marion  township,  Henry  county, 
where  both  his  parents  breathed  their  last,  the  mother  in  1844,  and  the 
father  in  1876.  When  the  family  first  settled  there  their  only  neighbors 
were  Indians,  who  were  most  amiable  and  friendly,  doing  them  many 
favors,  even  bringing  occasionally  a pail  of  wild  honey  or  a saddle  of  veni- 
son. The  father  was  an  old-fashioned  Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was 
a devout  Catholic,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the;  Catholic  cemetery 
at  New  Bavaria. 

As  Adam  Wilhelm  was  about  twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to  this 
country,  he  had  already  had  some  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land. 
He  attended  school  in  Tuscarawas  county  while  living  there,  and  for  two 
years  he  and  a little  girl  from  a neighboring  family,  named  Hughes,  rode 
three  miles  to  school  on  a mule.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  took  a position  as 
clerk  for  Sidney  & Sprague  at  Defiance,  and  six  months  later  he  was  asked 
to  take  charge  of  a toll  bridge  which  had  just  been  built  by  Mr.  Sprague 
and  others.  The  offer  was  made  by  the  other  members  of  the  company, 
but  Mr.  Sprague  objected  strongly,  saying  that  Mr.  Wilhelm  was  the  best 
clerk  he  had  and  he  could  not  spare  him.  However,  his  partners  overcame 
his  unwillingness  and  Mr.  Wilhelm  took  charge  of  the  bridge,  remaining 
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there  eighteen  months,  and  fully  justifying  the  confidence  of  his  employers 
in  his  ability  and  integrity.  His  life  there  was  not  without  its  amusing  side. 
One  day  John  and  William  Price  and  Elisha  Thorpe  came  to  the  bridge, 
and  John  asked  what  the  toll  was.  Mr.  Wilhelm  said  that  it  was  not  much, 
only  three  cents  apiece.  “Do  you  charge  extra  for  baggage?”  inquired  Mr. 
Price.  “No,"  said  Mr.  Wilhelm,  “you  can  carry  all  you  want  to.”  At  this 
Mr.  Price  stooped  over,  and,  his  two  companions  climbing  up  on  his  back, 
he  carried  them  across,  Mr.  Wilhelm  walking  by  his  side  to  see  that  he 
“toted  fair.” 

In  the  fall  of  1844  he  became  a clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store;  of  C.  L. 
Noble  & Co.,  with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  in  winter.  This 
arrangement  lasted  one  year,  but  for  two  years  following  he  was  paid 
forty  dollars  per  month.  As  he  could  talk  both  English  and  German,  he 
controlled  the  'German  trade  from  a wide  circuit,  and  he  thought  himself 
entitled  to  higher  wages.  The  firm  refused  to  give  him  more,  so  Mr.  Wil- 
helm entered  the  employ  of  Cyrus  Lyman  at  North  Defiance  for  fifty 
dollars  a month,  and  remained  until  the  store  was  sold.  In  1847  Mr. 
Wilhelm  opened  a grocery  on  his  own  account  in  a building  belonging  to 
Mr.  Lyman,  at  the  north  end  of  the  bridge,  Mr.  Lyman  endorsing  for  him 
at  Toledo  for  his  stock.  After  four  months  at  that  location  Mr.  Wilhelm 
moved  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  locating  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road.  He  prospered,  and  in  1853  he  removed  to  the  present  site  of  the 
Wilhelm  block,  forming  a partnership  with  G.  M.  Weisenberger  in  a gen- 
eral mercantile  business.  They  continued  four  years,  during  which  time 
Mr.  Wilhelm  became  an  invalid  through  drinking  too  much  ice  water.  For 
a time  his  case  seemed  desperate,  and  he  spent  six  thousand  dollars  in  cash 
traveling  about  in  search  of  a remedy,  but  finally  he  was  cured  by  three 
weeks’  treatment  from  Dr.  Brooks,  a young  physician  at  Gilboa,  Ohio,  at  a 
cost  of  one  dollar  and  a half! 

In  1857  Mr.  Wilhelm  went  to  Independence  and  bought  a grocery, 
which  he  carried  on  for  four  years.  He  also  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  of  land  on  credit  from  George  Philips,  a wholesale  grocer  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  who  supplied  him  also  with  twenty-two  hundred  dollars’ 
worth  of  goods  on  time.  The  entire  indebtedness  amounted  to  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  Mr.  Wilhelm  paid  off  in  six  years.  In  1861  he  returned 
to  Defiance  and  formed  a partnership  with  a brother-in-law;  but  nine 
months  later  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interest.  He  continued  the  busi- 
ness successfully  for  fifteen  years,  buying  his  groceries  by  the  car-load, 
and  also  engaged  extensivelv  in  the  lumber  trade.  He  virtually  conducted 
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a banking  business  during  part  of  this  time,  as  he  cashed  lumbermen’s 
drafts  to  a large  amount.  Real-estate  speculation  also  occupied  his  atten- 
tion, and  at  one  time  he  owned  three  thousand  acres  of  land,  much  of  it 
being  heavily  wooded.  He  disposed  of  the  timber  to  lumbermen  at  a hand- 
some profit,  and  sold  part  of  the  land,  but  still  has  about  two  thousand 
acres.  His  wealth  is  largely  invested  in  Defiance.  He  owns  two  houses 
and  lots,  two  hundred  vacant  lots,  the  Wilhelm  block,  containing  three 
stores,  the  Defiance  mills,  purchased  in  1876;  the  Erie  mills,  and  the  Cement 
mill,  two  miles  south  of  the  city.  The  first  two  mills  are  now  operated  by 
a stock  company,  known  as  the  Maumee  Valley  Milling  Co.,  of  which  Mr. 
Wilhelm  is  president;  William  Ryan,  treasurer,  and  J.  R.  Wilhelm,  our  sub- 
ject’s son,  general  manager.  Mr.  Wilhelm  is  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
village  of  Holgate,  and  contributed  his  share  to  the  building  of  schools  and 
railroads.  He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate. 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  his  abilities  have  given  him  promi- 
nence in  this  line  also.  He  was  county  commissioner  for  two  terms,  city 
councilman  three  terms,  and  city  treasurer  two  terms.  He  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  workers  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  church  of  that  faith  in  Defiance,  a frame  building  on 
the  site  of  St.  John’s.  He  also  assisted  in  building  the  first  M.  E.  church 
ever  erected  in  Defiance. 

Mr.  Wilhelm  was  married  April  5,  1847,  to  Miss  Mary  Rickert,  who 
died  in  1875,  leaving  six  children:  John  R.;  Frank;  Catherine,  now  Mrs. 
William  Jackson;  Amelia;  Clara;  and  Adam,  who  was  killed,  in  1891,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  by  the  kick  of  a horse.  In  1841-42  Mr.  Wilhelm  assisted 
in  the  constructing  of  the  Miami  and  Erie  canal,  and  in  the  construction 
of  the  dam  across  the  Maumee  river  at  Independence,  the  foundation  tim- 
bers were  bolted  to  the  rock  of  the  river  bed,  and  Mr.  Wilhelm  carried 
the  bolts  for  this  purpose  to  the  workmen  who  were  putting  in  the  founda- 
tion. He  safely  passed  through  the  cholera  epidemic  which  raged  for  a 
time  at  Independence.  He  was  one  of  a committee  of  three — Mr.  Abies, 
Mr.  Metts,  and  our  subject — for  the  burying  of  the  dead  from  the  disease. 
So  fast  were  the  people  carried  away  by  the  plague  that  the  members  of 
this  committee  were  obliged  to  work  day  and  night  at  their  task,  which 
so  overcame  some  of  them  that  they  had  to  give  up  the  work  for  recupera- 
tion; others  then  had  to  be  secured  to  relieve  them  of  their  arduous  duty. 
One  assistant,  Isaac  Hively,  agreed  to  assist  in  the  burying  for  five  dollars 
each.  He  buried  three,  and  the  next  notice  to  the  committee  was  that 
Mr.  Hively  had  died  of  the  same  dreadful  disease.  During  the  cholera 
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siege  our  subject  would  talk  with  a man  on  business,  and  within  four  hours 
thereafter  would  be  called  upon  to  bury  the  same  party! 


HON.  ALFRED  P.  EDGERTON. 

This  deceased  gentleman  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished citizens  of  this  section,  and  his  able,  faithful,  and  long-continued 
service  in  important  official  positions  reflects  honor  upon  the  community 
in  which  he  made  his  home.  His  prominence  in  political  affairs  is  indicated 
by  his  service  as  Congressman;  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Senate;  presi- 
dent of  the  Civil  Sendee  Commission,  and  by  his  election  as  a delegate  to 
four  national  Democratic  conventions,  while  his  name  was  associated  with 
numerous  undertakings  which  have  been  of  permanent  benefit  to  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Edgerton  came  of  good  old  English  ancestry,  and  traced  his 
descent  from  Richard  Edgerton,  one  of  the  original  thirty-five  proprietors 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  He  was  born  January  n,  1813,  at  Plattsburg, 
New  York,  and  received  an  academic  education  at  Albany.  For  a time  after 
leaving  school  he  edited  a newspaper  at  his  native  place,  but  in  1833  he 
removed  to  New  York  City,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  In  the 
spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  assumed  the  management  of  the 
extensive  interests  of  the  American  Land  Company,  and  the  Hicks  Land 
Company  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State,  establishing  his  office 
and  home  at  Hicksville,  then  in  Williams  county.  He  ever  afterward 
retained  a residence  there,  his  beautiful  home  being  always  kept  ready  for 
his  occupancy,  and  he  spent  much  of  his  time  there;  but  in  1859  he  removed 
to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  From  that  time  until  1868  his  attention  was 
mainly  devoted  to  the  management  of  the  Indiana  State  canals,  which  he 
leased  in  partnership  with  Hugh  McCulloch  and  Pliny  Hoogland,  and  at 
different  times  he  was  identified  with  various  railroad  interests  in  Indiana 
and  Michigan,  as  promoter,  stockholder,  and  director. 

His  abilities  received  early  recognition  among  his  fellow-workers  in  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  fidelity  to  duty  in  every  office  fully  justified  their 
confidence  in  him.  In  1845  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio*  State  Senate; 
in  1848  was  a delegate-at-large  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention; 
in  1850  was  elected  to  the  XXXIId  Congress;  in  1852  was  re-elected,  and 
as  a member  of  the  XXXIIId  Congress  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  and  was  one  of  its  most  active  and  conscientious 
members,  blocking  many  false  claims.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  financial 
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agent  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  an  office  at  New  York  City,  and  this  posi- 
tion he  held  until  May  i,  1856.  From  1852  to  1856  he  was  a member  of 
the  Democratic  National  Committee,  and  was  chairman  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee which  organized  the  national  convention  in  the  latter  year.  In 
1858  he  was  a member  of  a committee  appointed  to  investigate  certain 
frauds  upon  the  Ohio  State  treasury,  and  he  assisted  in  preparing  an  elab- 
orate report  disclosing  the  extent  of  the  frauds  and  the  names  of  the  guilty 
parties. 

In  January,  1864,  he  was  chosen  delegate-at-large  to  the  national 
convention  of  his  party.  In  1868  he  was  a candidate  for  the  post  of  lieu- 
tenant-governor of  Indiana  on  the  ticket  with  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  but 
was  defeated,  and  in  1872  he  was  nominated  as  the  “straight  out’’  candidate 
for  governor  of  that  State,  but  he  declined  to  run.  In  November,  1885, 
President  Cleveland  appointed  him  as  a member  of  the  United  States  Civil 
Service  Commission,  and  for  about  four  years  he. served  as  chairman  of  that 
body.  Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Edgerton  was  an  earnest  friend  to  educa- 
tional progress,  and  for  many  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  school 
board  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  as  trustee  of  Purdue  University  at  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  and  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Indiana,  which 
is  endowed  by  the  general  government. 

His  unswerving  integrity  in  financial  matters  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
he  was  not  a very  wealthy  man,  notwithstanding  the  opportunities  for  gain 
which  his  official  positions  gave  him.  His  business  enterprises  were  profit- 
able, and  in  the  early  ’70's  he  was  worth  from  eight  hundred  thousand  to 
a million  dollars,  but,  having  made  a verbal  promise  as  security  for  his 
brother  Lycurgus,  who  was  in  business  in  New  York  City,  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  meet  all  liabilities  when  the  panic  of  1873  brought  on  the  failure 
of  the  latter.  This  took  the  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Edgerton’s  fortune,  and 
as  he  was  not  legally  bound  to  pay  the  obligations,  the  incident  illustrates 
in  a striking  way  his  high  sense  of  honor. 

On  February  9,  1841,  Mr.  Edgerton  was  married  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Dixon,  who  was  born  June  1,  1816,  at  Portland,  Con- 
necticut, a daughter  of  Charles  and  Lucy  (Sage)  Dixon,  of  Bethany,  New 
York.  Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Edgerton  brought  his  bride  to  his 
home  in  Hicksville,  which  had  just  been  completed  for  her  reception,  and 
the  first  gentleman  to  call  and  offer  his  congratulations  on  their  arrival 
was  Chief  Justice  Waite.  In  this  home  many  happy  years  were  spent,  the 
following  children  blessing  the  union:  Henry  Hicks,  born  January  1,  1842; 

Cornelia  Augusta,  born  February  4,  1843,  died  August  13,  1848;  Frances 
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DeLord,  born  September  i,  1844;  Alfred  P.,  Jr.,  born  April  12,  1846; 
Charlotte  Elizabeth,  born  October  1,  1847;  Ann  Eliza,  born  June  4,  1849; 
Arthur,  born  February  7,  1852,  died  March  28,  1856;  and  Dixon,  born 
July  28,  1857.  On  January  21,  1895,  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed 
to  the  unseen  life,  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  prominent  in  its  varied  activities. 

Even  when  well  advanced  in  years,  Mr.  Edgerton  displayed  remark- 
able intellectual  and  physical  vitality,  and  was  still  actively  interested  in 
various  progressive  movements  of  the  day.  fie  died  May  14,  1897,  at 
Hicksville,  Ohio,  and  was  buried  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  May  17,  from 
Trinity  Church. 


CAPTAIN  THOMAS  YEAGER. 

In  his  lifetime  Captain  Yeager  was  a leading  citizen  of  Evansport,  Defi- 
ance county.  He  was  one  of  the  gallant  band  of  military  veterans,  whose 
service  during  the  Civil  war  entitles  them  to>  the  gratitude  of  every  true 
American.  For  many  years  he  was  prominently  identified  with  mercantile 
business  in  his  locality,  but  for  some  time  prior  to  his  death,  February  3, 
1898,  he  was  living  in  retirement,  enjoying  in  well-earned  leisure  the  fruits 
of  past  labors. 

Captain  Yeager  was  born  November  9,  1828,  in  Butler  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Duke)  Yeager,  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State,  the  former  of  whom  was  of  German  blood,  the  latter 
of  Scotch  descent.  Their  marriage  occurred  in  Butler  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  they  afterward  came  to  Ohio,  residing  for  two  years  in  Stark 
county,  three  years  in  Portage  county,  two  years  in  'Wood  county,  then 
settling  at  Florida,  Henry  county,  where  the  mother  died  in  1845  at  the 
age  of  fifty-four  years.  Her  father,  Daniel  Duke,  also  died  in  that  locality. 
After  spending  four  years  there  our  subject’s  father  removed  to  Wolcott- 
ville,  Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1863, 
when  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Our  subject 
was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  fifteen  children — eight  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Captain  Yeager’s  educational  opportunities  were  somewhat  limited,  but 
through  observation  and  private  study  he  secured  a good  practical  knowl- 
edge of  men  and  affairs.  He  made  his  home  with  his  father  until  1847, 
in  October  of  that  year  locating  in  Evansport,  where  he  Was  employed 
some  six  years  by  John  Snyder.  While  there  he  married,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  settled  upon  a rented  farm  in  Williams  county,  where  he  remained 
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three  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Evansport,  and  continued 
farming-  until  1858,  in  which  year  he  engaged  in  a mercantile  business  in 
the  village.  This  he  conducted  successfully  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
selling  out  in  1891,  after  which  he  was  not  actively  engaged  in  any  busi- 
ness. Although  the  Captain  took  much  interest  in  the  questions  of  the 
day,  he  was  never  an  office-seeker.  In  local  affairs  he  was  influential,  and 
socially  he  was  prominent,  being  connected  with  various  orders,  including 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.  His  title  of  “Captain”  was  earned  by  service  of  about 
eight  months  in  the  Eighty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Company  E, 
which  he  joined  in  1863,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

On  May  5,  1853,  Captain  Yeager  was  married  in  Evansport  to  Miss 
Mary  T.  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  that  town  in  1833,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  A.  Snyder.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  John  A., 
a resident  of  Evansport;  and  Nancy  E.,  wife  of  A.  C.  Cameron,  of  Evans- 
port. 


HON.  HENRY  HARDY. 

Hon.  Henry  Hardy,  of  Defiance,  who  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  has  been  a leading  member  of  the  Defiance  County  Bar,  is  a man  of 
strong  character  and  marked  influence.  Possessing  in  a high  degree  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  has  been  called  by  them  to  various  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  these  he  has  filled  with  a fidelity  which  reflects 
credit  upon  him  and  upon  the  judgment  of  his  constituents  as  well. 

A native  of  West  Troy,  New  York,  he  was  born  June  28,  1827.  His 
family  was  of  pure  Saxon  origin,  but  by  intermarriage  with  different  families 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland  it  acquired  the  admixture  of  blood  known  as  the 
Scotch-Irish,  a strain  which  has  produced  a large  proportion  of  our  eminent 
men.  Mr.  Hardy’s  ancestors  had  their  home  for  many  generations  in  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  where  they  were  mainly  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising,  being  also  more  or  less  interested  as  dealers  in  cattle. 

William  Hardy,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  about  1794,  near  Mount 
Charles,  or  Letterkenny,  in  that  county,  and  for  a time  in  his  youth  followed 
the  ancestral  occupations  with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to 
America  alone,  and  from  1813  to  1817  remained  at  Warrensburg,  Warren 
county,  New  York.  He  then  located  at  West  Troy  as  a dry-goods  merchant, 
continuing  in  business  successfully  until  1836,  when  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
purchased  a farm  at  Newcomerstown,  Tuscarawas  county.  His  wife,  Mary 
(McCafferty),  to  whom  he  was  married  at  West  Troy,  died  at  their  home 
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in  Ohio  in  1862,  and  his  own  death  occurred  six  years  later.  They  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  four — Edwin,  Eleanor,  John  and  Henry — lived  to  adult 
age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  attended  school  in  West  Troy,  but  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  State  his  opportunities  for  an  education  were 
restricted  to  an  attendance  at  the  district  schools  of  Tuscarawas  county,  and 
a night  school  of  a grade  corresponding  to  the  grammar  schools  of  to-day  He 
was  an  apt  pupil  and  made  the  most  of  his  somewhat  limited  facilities,  laying 
a good  foundation  for  future  progress.  He  remained  with  his  father  until 
nearly  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  left  home  to  take  a place  as  driver  on 
the  canal.  In  this  capacity  he  made  the  trip  to  Cleveland,  but  one  week  at 
the  employment  satisfied  him,  and  he  returned  to  the  parental  roof.  He  then 
spent  eighteen  months  in  learning  the  tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a 
time,  but  in  1850  he  located  at  Defiance,  purchasing  some  timbered  land.  In 
1853  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Mary  Ann  Platter,  daughter  of  George 
Platter,  Escp,  a well-known  farmer  of  Paulding  county,  residing  twelve  miles 
from  Defiance.  The  day  before  his  marriage  Mr.  Hardy  went  to  Charloe, 
Paulding  county,  to  procure  a license.  The  first  year  of  their  wedded  life  was 
passed  at  Newcomerstown,  Ohio,  Mr.  Hardy  being  engaged  in  his  trade  there, 
but  afterward  he  bought  a farm  ten  miles  southwest  of  Defiance,  on  the 
Maumee  river,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  During  this  time  his  wife  died, 
leaving  one  son,  George  P.,  now  a resident  of  Paulding  county. 

In  1857  Mr.  Hardy  was  elected  recorder  of  Defiance  county,  and  removed 
to  the  countv  seat.  He  served  six  years  in  that  office,  being  re-elected  in  i860; 
in  the  meantime  he  studied  law  with  Thomas  McBride,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar.  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Defiance  county,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  serving 
four  years  in  all.  His  law  practice  occupied  his  entire  attention  for  a time, 
but  in  1873  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  as  a member  of  the 
Legislature,  and  was  elected  in  the  following  year.  At  the  close  of  his  term 
he  resumed  his  practice,  and  in  1878  he  was  again  chosen  to  represent  his 
locality  in  the  Legislature.  During  that  session,  1878-79,  the  laws  of  the 
State  were  codified,  the  statutes  as  then  revised  taking  effect  in  1880.  Mr. 
Hardy  also  served  as  mayor  of  Defiance  before  the  place  was  chartered  as  a 
city,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  these  public  duties,  which 
were  faithfully  and  ably  performed,  he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  professional 
work. 

In  1859  Mr.  Hardy  married  a second  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Gaven  Hamilton,  mentioned  in  Robert  Burns  poem, 
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“Holy  W illie  s Prayer.  Pier  father,  who  was  also  named  Gaven  Hamilton, 
was  a prosperous  miller  near  Newville,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hardy  died 
in  1864,  leaving  two  children:  Mary,  a successful  teacher  in  the  Defiance 
schools,  who  also  keeps  house  for  her  father ; and  John,  now  engaged  in 
railroad  work  in  Mexico  Pity,  Mexico.  Four  years  after  the  death  of  his 
second  wife,  Mr.  Hardy  married  Miss  Julia  Dunning,  daughter  of  Charles 
Dunning,  captain  of  a boat.  Her  death  occurred  in  1889,  one  child  surviving 
her:  Henrietta,  now  Mrs.  William  C.  Heth,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Air. 
Hardy  resides  at  No.  219  Wayne  street.  Defiance,  in  a building  which  was 
used  as  the  first  court  house  in  Williams  county. 

From  boyhood  Mr.  Plardy  has  been  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  has  made  many  political  speeches  in  this  section,  and  served  as  a dele- 
gate to  many  conventions,  Judicial,  State  and  Congressional.  In  1896  he 
endorsed  the  Chicago  platform,  upholding  the  free  coinage  of  silver  at  16  to  1. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  being 
a Knight  Templar. 


JONATHAN  P.  BUFFINGTON. 

In  reviewing  the  lives  of  citizens  of  Defiance  county  in  a volume  of 
this  nature,  none  more  properly  finds  a place  in  its  pages  than  the  honored 
citizen  and  representative  business  man  whose  name  opens  this  brief  bio- 
graphical notice. 

Mr.  Buffington  is  descended  from  a sturdy,  honest  and  God-fearing 
stock,  remotely  natives  of  England  and  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
who  formed  part  of  the  colony  that  came  with  William  Penn  and  founded 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  There  his  ances- 
tors were  farmers,  and  with  strong  arms,  industrious  and  steady  habits, 
helped  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a mighty  nation.  The  ancestral  home  of 
the  Buffington  family  was  in  Brandywine  township,  Chester  county,  and 
on  Brandywine  creek,  of  that  township,  James  Buffington,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  owned  and  operated  a farm  which  covered  part  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  Revolutionary  “Battle  of  Brandywine”  was  fought. 

Joshua  Buffington,  father  of  our  subject,  lived  on  and  operated  the  old 
homestead  for  some  four  or  five  years  after  his  marriage  to  Eliza  Parks, 
also  a descendant  of  the  colony,  who  came  with  William  Penn,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Parks.  Joshua  Buffington,  with  his  family,  migrated  west  in 
1832,  and  located  on  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Salem 
township.  Champaign  county,  Ohio;  this  farm  he  improved  until  it  was 
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known  as  one  of  the  best  in  Ohio.  He  afterward  bought  a farm  at  West 
Liberty,  Logan  county,  Ohio,  to  which  he  removed  and  lived  on  until  his 
death  in  1884,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-seven;  his  wife  died  in  Salem 
township  in  1859,  aged  fifty-seven,  years.  They  had  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  left  six  living  children,  named  as  follows:  Jonathan  P.,  our 

subject;  Anna,  who  married  William  Johnson,  and  died  at  Spring  Valley, 
Illinois;  Caroline,  who  married  Samuel  Cowgill,  and  died  in  Champaign 
county,  Ohio ; Sarah,  now  deceased,  never  married ; Jacob,  who  married, 
and  is  a citizen  of  Bement,  Illinois;  and  John,  who  married,  and  lives  at 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio. 

Jonathan  P.  Buffington  was  born  November  12,  1828,  on  the  old 
homestead  of  the  family  in  Brandywine  township,  and  was  therefore  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio.  He  was  reared  a farmer  boy, 
attending  the  neighborhood  schools  and  the  high  school  at  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  later  his  education  was  completed  by  a three  years’  attendance 
at  Granville  College,  in  Licking  county,  at  which  college  he  had  as  class- 
mates and  fellow  students:  George  H.  Williams,  afterward  district  attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  Oregon  under  President  Grant ; George  R.  Sage, 
now  judge  of  the  United  States  Court;  George  L.  Converse,  subsequently 
member  of  Congress;  William  H.  Corwin,  who  became  a prominent  physi- 
cian and  was  a son  of  Hon.  “Tom”  Corwin;  besides  others  who  became 
honored  and  prominent  citizens. 

On  leaving  college  Mr.  Buffington  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and 
he  soon  became  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  cattle.  In  1853  he  removed 
to  Defiance,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
in  a store  on  First  street,  which  he  occupied  for  eight  years,  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  store  on  Clinton  street.  In  1854  he  also  established 
a drug  store  at  Bryan,  conducting  both  stores  for  two  years,  and  they  at 
that  time  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  drug  stores  in  the  three 
counties,  Defiance,  Williams  and  Paulding.  For  forty-three  years  Mr. 
Buffington  has  conducted  the  drug  business  at  Defiance,  and  for  thirty-five 
years  he  has  occupied  his  present  store  on  Clinton  street,  and  has  for  a 
longer  time  been  continuously  in  the  drug  business  than  any  other  drug- 
gist between  Toledo  and  Fort  Wayne. 

Mr.  Buffington  has  for  twenty-two  years  been  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  in  the  building  of  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church  edifice  at  Defiance 
he  was  a large  contributor.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
a Knight  Templar.  Politically  he  was  originally  a Whig,  and  when  the 
Whig  party  was  merged  into  the  Republican  he  went  with  his  party  and 
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has  always  remained  an  advocate  of  the  political  principles  represented  by 
that  party;  both  by  means  and  influence  he  has  been  active  in  his  party’s 
interests  in  his  county  and  vicinity.  He  was  chairman  of  the  first  Repub- 
lican Judicial  Convention  ever  held  in  the  Northwest,  which  convened  at 
Defiance,  Ohio,  in  1855.  and  represented  six  surrounding  counties;  was 
also  chairman  of  the  first  Republican  Legislative  Convention  held  the  same 
year.  At  this  convention  every  county  had  a candidate;  but  the  delegates 
could  not  agree,  and  had  started  to  go  home  without  nominating  a candi- 
date, when  Mr.  Buffington  arrested  their  attention  by  calling  from  a window 
to  them  and  suggesting  the  name  of  a man  who  had  not  before  been  men- 
tioned as  a candidate — Judge  Haymaker,  of  Brunersburg.  The  name  was 
unanimously  accepted,  the  delegates  returned  to  the  hall,  and  Haymaker 
was  nominated  and  duly  elected. 

During  the  nearly  half  century  in  which  Mr.  Buffington  has  made  Defi- 
ance his  home,  a generous  hospitality  has  always  been  extended  to  his 
friends,  all  being  made  welcome  by  his  gentle  and  genial  wife,  and  during 
this  period  he  has  taken  a wide,  unselfish  and  active  interest  in  political 
and  public  affairs,  numbering  among  his  friends  and  acc[uaintances  many 
prominent  men  in  State  and  Nation,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned: 
Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Governor  of  Ohio,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under 
President  Lincoln’s  administration  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States; 
Hon.  James  A.  Garfield,  member  of  Congress  and  President  of  the  United 
States,  accompanying  both  of  these  distinguished  men  in  their  campaigns 
through  this  section  of  Ohio.  He  formed  a strong  affection  and  love  for 
Mr.  Garfield,  whom  he  described  as  one  of  the  most  lovable  and  compan- 
ionable of  men,  and  in  whose  behalf  Mr.  Buffington,  for  the  first  and  only 
time,  struck  a fellow  man,  who  during  Garfield’s  speech  repeatedly  insulted 
him  (Garfield)  by  calling  him  a liar;  Mr.  Buffington,  who  stood  by  the 
man’s  side,  could  not  restrain  himself,  and  knocked  the  fellow  down.  Mr. 
Buffington  was  associated  in  different  campaigns  with  Honorable  Columbus 
Delano,  General  James  Ashley  and  many  others.  One  notable  trip  was 
taken  with  Salmon  P.  Chase,  from  Defiance  to  Antwerp  (eighteen  miles 
through  rainy,  disagreeable  weather),  where  Mr.  Chase  was  to  speak;  they 
secured  a canoe  or  pirogue,  a pair  of  horses  and  a driver,  which  towed  them 
on  the  canal,  arrived  at  Antwerp  at  twelve  noon,  took  dinner  at  the  little 
hotel,  and  left  to  return  about  four  o’clock,  but  on  arriving  within  three 
miles  of  Defiance,  at  Schooly’s  lock,  the  canoe  got  fast  and  the  team  gave 
out,  compelling  the  party  to  abandon  the  boat  and  walk  through  the  rain 
and  mud  to  Defiance,  where  they  arrived  a little  after  midnight.  By  invi- 
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tation  Mr.  Buffington  dined  with  Mr.  Chase  the  next  day  at  his  hotel;  the 
trip  and  other  political  matters  were  discussed,  but  neither  gentleman  suf- 
fered from  the  previous  day’s  exposure. 

In  1857  Mr.  Buffington  was  married  to  Harriet  C.  Piper,  of  Clifton 
Springs,  New  York,  and  they  have  three  children:  (1)  Florence  M.,  who 
married  J.  D.  Lamb,  an  attorney  at  Defiance,  and  has  two  daughters  and 
one  son;  (2)  Mary  Alice;  and  (3)  Carie  Edna,  at  home. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Buffington  was  warmly  loyal  to 
the  Union  cause.  He  was  secretary  of  the  military  committee  of  Defiance 
county  through  the  entire  war;  was  deputy  United  States  provost  marshal 
for  the  Northern  District  of  Ohio,  and  assisted  largely  in  raising  two  com- 
panies of  men  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  one  company  for  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
never  applied  for  any  compensation  for  his  services,  but  after  the  war  the 
government,  through  their  bookkeeping  and  accounts,  discovered  that 
compensation  was  due  him,  and  the  amount  was  sent,  though  through  no 
solicitation  on  his  part.  Mr.  Buffington  has  been  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Defiance  in  different  ways:  was  formerly  a director  of  the 
Merchants’  National  Bank,  and  is  a stockholder  in  the  Turnbull  Wagon 
Works.  He  resides  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Second  streets, 
Defiance,  in  a spacious  house  built  by  himself  in  1877-78.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  convenient  and  desirable  residence  sites  in  the  city. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  DEATRICK. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  owes  its  high  standing,  among  the  sov- 
ereign commonwealths  that  make  up  the  United  States,  to  the  high  char- 
acter and  dauntless  spirit  of  the  settlers  who  made  their  home  within  her 
borders  in  the  early  days.  To  their  inspiration  and  work  is  due  her  won- 
derful progress  in  agriculture  and  manufacturing  and  the  arts.  They 
opened  the  mines  and  cleared  away  the  forests,  transforming  the  wilder- 
ness into  fertile  farms;  they  established  churches  and  schools  in  the  sav- 
age wilds;  laying  the  foundations  for  the  grand  institutions  of  philanthropy 
and  learning  which  are  the  glory  of  the  State  at  the  present  day.  Among 
these  brave  and  far-sighted  pioneers  the  hardy,  industrious  and  frugal  emi- 
grants from  Germany  were  leaders,  and  their  descendants  have  ever  been 
prominent  factors  in  developing  and  sustaining  the  varied  activities  which, 
combined  in  a harmonious  whole,  constitute  our  modern  civilization. 

The  family  to  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs  was  represented 
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in  those  early  days  of  Pennsylvania’s  progress  by  Johann  Nicholaus  Diet- 
rich  (as  the  name  was  then  spelled).  He  was  born  May  15,  1727,  in  the 
village  of  Rigswieler,  near  Semmern,  in  the  Pfalz  Palatinate,  Rhenish  Prus- 
sia, and  as  a young  man  came  to  America  in  1748,  and  entered  a tract  of 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land  a short  distance  northeast  of  Gettysburg,  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania.  There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  his  death  occurring  in  1813.  He  was  married  in  1752  to 
Margaretha  Haberin,  who  died  in  1797.  Both  were  devout  adherents 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were  greatly  esteemed  for  their  worth.  They 
reared  a family  of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Jacob, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  He 
and  his  wife  lived  at  the  old  homestead,  where  both  died,  the  former  in  1801 
and  the  latter  a few  years  later. 

They  had  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  the  youngest  child  being 
our  subject’s  father,  John  Jacob  Nicholas  Deatrick,  who  was  born  at  the 
farm  near  Gettysburg,  March  24,  1799.  He  learned  the  details  of  manu- 
facturing linen  and  woolen  goods  in  his  youth,  and  carried  on  that  busi- 
ness during  his  active  life,  first  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
for  a time  at  Gettysburg,  but  in  1834  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Ohio 
and  established  a woolen-factory  at  Fredericksburg.  In  1864  he  retired 
from  business.  In  1868  he  moved  to  Defiance,  where  his  last  days  were 
spent.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Boyer,  to  whom  he  was  married  March  25, 
1823,  died  there  in  1875,  and  he  breathed  his  last  on  February  23,  1888, 
the  remains  of  both  being  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  De- 
fiance. 

Thirteen  children  blessed  their  union,  the  names  with  the  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Elenora,  February  21,  1824,  married  Henry  C.  Lytle, 

of  Wayne  county,  Ohio;  Maria,  January  6,  1826,  died  in  infancy;  Anna 
Margaret  Rebecca,  December  29,  1827,  married  James  S.  Ward,  now  de- 
ceased, and  resides  at  Plattsburg,  Missouri;  John  Frederick,  November 
26,  1829,  is  the  present  mayor  of  Defiance;  Jacob  Nicholas,  November  14, 
1831,  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Jane,  November  11,  1832,  married  (first)  Rev. 
J.  D.  Long,  who  died  in  India,  while  they  were  serving  as  missionaries, 
and  (second)  wedded  Rev.  John  Lehman,  who  is  residing  upon  a farm  near 
Sydney,  Shelby  county,  Ohio;  Daniel  William,  September  15,  1835,  died 
in  infancy;  George  Washington,  July  9,  1837,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Sarah  Louise,  June  9,  1840,  and  Henry  Harrison,  October  7,  1842, 
died  in  infancy;  Harriet  Amelia,  December  19,  1844,  is  a successful  teacher 
at  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky;  Charlotte  Albertine,  September  10,  1847,  mar' 
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riecl  John  H.  Bleistein,  of  Duncannon,  Pennsylvania,  now  deceased,  and 
she  at  present  makes  her  home  at  Defiance;  Charles  Henry,  September 
19,  1849,  is  a resident  of  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky. 

G.  W.  Deatrick  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  having  first  seen  the 
light  at  Fredericksburg,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  public 
schools,  and  familiarizing  himself  with  the  details  of  his  father’s  business 
through  practical  work  in  the  factory.  On  July  31,  1862,  he  joined  the  brave 
“boys  in  blue”  in  the  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  enlisting 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a pri- 
vate. He  served  gallantly  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered 
out  June  30,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  On  returning  to  the  paths 
of  peace  he  secured  a position  as  bookkeeper  at  Defiance,  and  followed 
that  occupation  until  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Defiance  by  Presi- 
dent Grant,  his  commission  being  dated  February  26,  1875.  So  efficient 
did  he  prove  himself  to  be,  and  so  thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  adminis- 
tration were  the  people  of  the  place,  that  he  was  re-appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Hayes  and  again  by  President  Arthur,  making  three  full  terms.  He 
resigned,  however,  at  the  close  of  the  eleventh  year  of  service  to  give  place 
to  an  appointee  of  President  Cleveland.  Mr.  Deatrick  retired  from  office 
with  honor,  having  won  by  his  ability  and  fidelity  the  esteem  and  good  will 
of  his  fellow  citizens  without  regard  to  party.  He  resumed  his  former 
employment  as  bookkeeper  and  accountant,  in  which  he  is  regarded  as  an 
expert,  and  at  present  he  has  charge  of  the  books  of  the  Defiance  Machine 
W orks. 

On  March  14,  i860,  Mr.  Deatrick  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  Mary  Ober,  a daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Barbara  (Murphy)  Ober, 
well-known  residents  of  Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  this  union,  the  youngest,  Anna  Laura,  died  in  infancy;  the  others 
are:  Harry  L.,  born  February  24,  1861,  now  a salesman  in  a clothing 
store  in  Toledo;  Alice  Pearl,  born  November  7,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
W.  Ryder,  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  and  William  O.,  born  June  8,  1869.  Mr. 
Deatrick  resides  at  No.  209  Wayne  street,  Defiance,  in  a pleasant  home 
purchased  in  1868,  and  rebuilt  in  1894  with  modern  conveniences. 

Always  a stanch  Republican,  Mr.  Deatrick  is  one  of  the  leading  coun- 
selors of  the  party  in  his  locality,  and  he  also  takes  great  interest  as  a loyal 
citizen  in  any  movement  which  promises  to  benefit  bis  community.  For 
twenty  years  past  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Defiance.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  Bishop  Post  No.  22,  Department 
of  Ohio,  G.  A.  R.;  Defiance  Lodge  No.  147  B.  P.  O.  Elks;  and  with  the 
several  Masonic  bodies  of  the  citv. 
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HON.  LAFAYETTE  G.  ELY. 

In  the  western  part  of  Franklin  township,  Fulton  county,  is  the  excellent 
farm  and  elegant  home  of  the  Hon.  Lafayette  G.  Ely,  a man  well  known 
throughout  this  county  and  northwestern  Ohio,  as  a successful  farmer,  a 
thorough-going  business  man,  a trusted  public  servant,  and  a man  of  strict 
integrity  and  moral  worth. 

All  this  is  said  of  him  by  many  persons  whose  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Ely  is  of  long  standing.  The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  were  residents  of  Morrow 
county,  Ohio  (then  Knox  county),  and  our  subject  was  born  in  that  part  of 
Knox  county  which  afterward  became  a part  of  Morrow  county.  In  his 
father’s  family  were  eleven  children,  of  these  Lafayette  Gilbert  Ely  was  the 
eldest,  he  being  born  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  1834.  Of  these  children  but 
seven  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  George  Ely  was  the  youngest  of 
those  that  reached  man’s  estate.  He  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
was  a non-commissioned  officer  in  Company  C,  of  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  during  Sherman’s  memorable 
campaign. 

George  Ely,  senior,  the  father  of  Lafayette  G.,  was  the  son  of  Asher 
Ely,  who  was  of  the  fifth  generation  from  Joshua  Ely,  one  of  the  Puritans 
of  New  Jersey,  and  who  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  1704.  Asher  Ely  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1788,  and  with  his  parents  moved  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1795.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812-15.  In  1826  he  moved  to 
Knox  county  (now  Morrow),  Ohio,  where  George  Ely  was  married,  and 
where  our  subject  was  born.  In  the  year  1835  the  father,  George  Ely,  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Folck)  Ely,  and  their  first-born,  Lafayette  G.,  then  one 
year  old,  became  residents  of  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  were  among  the 
very  earliest  pioneers  of  that  locality.  Mr.  Ely  (George)  was  prominent  in 
the  improvement  and  development  of  that  county.  He  assisted  in  the  organ- 
ization of  Brady  township,  voting  at  the  first  election  held  therein ; and  to  him 
belongs  much  of  the  credit  of  its  early  improvement  and  development.  George 
Ely,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  died  upon  the  farm  that  he  hewed  out 
of  the  wilderness,  and  a little  later  his  wife  followed,  both  being  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them. 

The  life  of  Lafayette  G.  Ely,  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-three,  was  spent 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  attending  school.  After  he  was  eighteen  he 
worked  upon  the  farm  during  the  farming  season,  and  taught  school  in  the 
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winters.  The  early  education  of  this  family  was  by  no  means  neglected,  and 
while  their  father  was  unable  to  provide  each  with  a home,  when  they  reached 
man’s  estate  he  saw  to  it  that  the  means  and  ability  of  earning  a home  was 
furnished,  in  teaching  them  industry,  frugality  and  economy.  This  is  well 
shown  in  the  life  and  success  of  our  subject. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  November,  1857,  Lafayette  G.  Ely  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sarah  S.  Masters,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Ezekiel 
Masters,  of  Franklin  township,  and  in  the  same  year  this  young  couple,  with 
little  financial  means,  but  full  of  hope  and  energy,  became  residents  of  that 
township. 

From  that  time  Mr.  Ely  has  continually  resided  in  Fulton  county,  and 
his  association  with  its  civil  and  political  growth  is  so  well  known  as  to  require 
but  brief  mention  in  these  pages,  and  in  the  township  of  his  residence  there 
lives  no  man  who  does  not  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  His  beginning  here  was 
necessarily  small,  for  his  means  were  limited ; but  the  visitor  at  his  present 
home  is  at  once  struck,  not  only  with  the  attractiveness  of  its  surroundings, 
the  large  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  out-buildings,  but  with  the  evidence 
of  thrift  and  prosperity  that  everywhere  around  him  prevail. 

His  farm  is  known  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  productive  of  the  county, 
and  now  consists  of  about  two  hundred  acres.  From  his  farm  can  be  seen 
the  home  of  his  boyhood  days.  The  noble  and  devoted  wife  of  Mr.  Ely  shared 
with  her  husband  in  the  toil  and  economy  that  made  this  comfortable  home ; 
she  bore  him  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  have  married 
and  settled  within  a few  miles  of  their  father’s  home.  The  family  were  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  upon  their  marriage  they  were  each  quite  liberally 
provided  for,  in  a financial  way,  by  their  father. 

After  a congenial  and  most  pleasant  married  life  of  nearly  thirty  years, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Ely,  the  wife  and  mother,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1885,  answered 
the  Master’s  call.  She  was  a most  loving  and  devoted  wife  and  mother,  an 
excellent  neighbor,  and  a faithful  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  from  her  childhood  she  was  a member,  and  in  the  teachings  of  which 
she  had  carefully  reared  her  children.  For  nearly  two  years  Mr.  Ely  lived  a 
widower.  He  was  again  married,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1886,  this  time 
to  Mrs.  Mary  TI.  Wood,  a most  worthy  lady  and  a prominent  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 

Lafayette  G.  Ely  has  been  a resident  and  successful  farmer  of  Franklin 
township  for  upward  of  forty  years,  and  while  in  the  main  he  has  been  devoted 
to  agricultural  life,  he  has  found  time  to  participate  in  the  events  of  the  political 
world  to  some  extent,  and  although  he  cannot  be  classed  with  the  politician 
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and  office-seeker,  he  has  taken  deep  interest  in  the  civil  and  political  welfare 
of  his  county  and  State.  In  the  earlier  days  of  his  residence  in  the  county 
he  held  several  offices  of  his  township.  In  1859  lie  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  office  he  filled  for  twelve  successive  years. 

In  1871  he  was  elected  auditor  of  his  county,  and  twice  re-elected,  hold- 
ing this  important  and  responsible  office  six  years.  Each  renomination  was 
by  acclamation,  and  each  re-election  by  increased  majorities,  the  last  being 
much  the  largest,  which  indicated  his  popularity  as  a public  servant.  During 
the  six  years  that  he  was  the  fiscal  officer  of  the  county  he  maintained  a tem- 
porary domicile,  at  the  county  seat,  but  other  than  this  he  has  resided  upon 
his  farm.  In  1891  Mr.  Ely  was  elected  Representative  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio  from  his  county,  and  re-elected  in  1893,  filling  this  position  four 
years.  During  the  four  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Finance  committee  of 
the  House,  the  most  important  and  responsible  committee  of  the  Assembly. 
He  also  served  upon  various  other  committees.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
number  of  important  bills,  several  of  which  were  enacted  into  laws.  He  took 
special  interest  in  all  legislation  pertaining  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
State,  so  much  so  that  in  this  particular  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders. 

Just  prior  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Ely  to  the  Legislature,  he  had  served 
two  years  as  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  at  the  close 
of  his  term  in  the  Legislature  he  was  again  elected  a member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture.  Lie  is  serving  his  fifth  year  upon  this  board,  and  is  now  its 
vice-president.  His  term  will  expire  in  1900. 

From  the  time  that  Mr.  Ely  chose  farming  for  his  principal  occupation 
he  has  always  manifested  a lively  interest  in  agriculture,  and  for  forty  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  his  county ; and  has  been 
a member  of  the  County  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  past  twenty  years,  is 
its  president  at  this  time  and  has  been  for  fifteen  successive  years.  He  has 
always  labored  to  elevate  the  standard  of  agriculture,  and  sought  to  instill 
into  the  minds  of  the  farmers  and  their  families  a true  and  commendable 
pride  and  love  for  their  occupation  and  calling,  and  to  his  earnest,  faithful 
and  conscientious  endeavor  in  this  direction  may  be  ascribed  no  small  share 
of  credit  for  the  high  standard  to  which  agricultural  education  and  develop- 
ment have  attained  in  Fulton  county. 

When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Ely  connected  himself  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  faith  of  which  he  has  constantly  adhered, 
although  he  is  no  strict  sectarian,  as  his  contributions  to  many  worthy  causes 
outside  his  own  society  will  fully  attest.  All  share  his  bounty,  and  enjoy  the 
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benefits  of  his  liberality  and  generosity,  no  worthy  charity  ever  appealing  to 
him  in  vain.  Mr.  Ely  has  likewise  always  been  a friend  to  the  young  people 
around  him,  and  shown  a deep  interest  in  their  education  and  welfare,  and 
his  library,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  the  county,  has  always 
been  open  to  the  free  use  of  his  numerous  warm  friends  among  the  young 
people. 

Mr.  Ely  is  one  of  those  persons  who  feel  strongly  attached  to  their  chil- 
dren, and  he  manifests  a constant  and  deep  interest  in  their  financial,  social 
and  moral  welfare,  feeling  himself,  however,  amply  rewarded  for  all  his  labor 
of  love  in  their  behalf  in  the  full  consciousness  and  realization  of  their  appre- 
ciation and  return  of  love  and  obedience  as  shown  in  their  lives  and  their 
close  and  constant  attention  to  his  welfare  and  happiness. 


ANDREW  JACKSON  TRESSLER. 

On  May  30,  1892,  there  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Bryan  a man 
whose  share  in  the  development  of  this  section  should  never  be  forgotten, 
and  it  is  most  fitting  that  a record  of  his  life  and  personality  should  be  pre- 
served for  future  generations  in  this  volume,  which  will  doubtless  be  fre- 
quently consulted  by  historians  in  time  to  come.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
man  did  more  than  Mr.  Tressler  to  promote  the  varied  lines  of  enterprise 
which  go  to  the  making  of  a highly  civilized  community,  and,  while  his 
financial  and  commercial  operations  were  remarkable  for  extent  and  scope, 
he  was  also  prominent  in  political  life,  and  in  all  movements  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  temperance,  religion,  and  education. 

Mr.  Tressler  was  born  October  26,  1818,  in  Canton,  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  where  his  father,  Jonathan  Tressler,  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
miller.  In  1839  he  came  to  Williams  county,  and  after  spending  a year 
upon  a farm  settled,  in  1840,  in  Bryan,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death.  In  1841  he  purchased  some  lots  there,  his  shrewd  judgment  being- 
shown  in  the  investment,  and  he  taught  the  first  school  in  the  town.  About 
this  time  he  studied  law  and  was  also  engaged  in  editing  “The  Northwestern.’’ 
He  was  a leading  factor  in  the  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  cashier,  and  from  1872  to  1892  he  was  its  presi- 
dent. For  some  time  he  was  interested  in  the  clryqgoods  business,  and 
during  his  last  years  he  was  the  largest  stockholder  in  the  Bryan  Plow  Com- 
pany. His  real-estate  interests  were  extensive,  his  operations  in  West 
Unity  and  other  localities  being  notably  successful.  In  addition  to  these 
lines  of  work  he  was  often  called  upon  to  administer  estates,  his  integrity 
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and  practical  sagacity  making  him  a valued  adviser.  None  who'  sought 
his  counsel  failed  to  find  him  a safe  and  reliable  guide,  and  his  death  caused 
sincere  mourning  among  many  who  were  outside  the  immediate  circle  of 
his  friends.  In  all  things  he  showed  himself  to  be  a true  leader,  never 
following  the  beaten  track  unless  his  individual  judgment  approved,  and 
to  enumerate  the  enterprises  in  which  he  was  engaged  would  be  to  name 
every  movement  of  importance  in  his  county  during  his  residence  there. 

He  held  various  political  offices,  including  that  of  postmaster  at  Bryan, 
but  later,  on  completing  a second  term  as  county  treasurer,  he  refused  to 
allow  his  name  to  be  again  presented  as  a candidate,  a resolution  which 
he  adhered  to  in  spite  of  frequent  invitations  to  take  a prominent  place 
on  the  Republican  ticket  by  his  fellow  workers  in  that  party.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  first  a Methodist,  but  later  he  became  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  he  was  a generous  contributor  to  various  lines  of 
philanthropical  work. 

Physically  he  was  strong  and  athletic,  being  five  feet  eleven  inches 
in  height,  and  well  proportioned,  and  his  face,  which  was  usually  smooth 
shaven,  was  lighted  by  a pair  of  expressive  dark  eyes.  His  disposition  was 
most  genial,  and  a prominent  characteristic  was  his  passionate  love  for 
music,  doubtless  inherited  from  his  German  ancestry.  His  home  life  dis- 
played his  best  qualities,  his  hospitality  making  his  residence  the  center  for 
a refined  and  cultured  circle  of  friends,  while  his  family  made  an  attractive 
and  loving  group.  His  death  was  caused  by  blood  poisoning  arising  from 
an  organic  trouble  of  long  standing,  but  his  final  illness  only  lasted  three 
weeks,  during  which  he  directed  his  business  from  his  sick  bed,  being  con- 
scious to  the  end.  He  breathed  his  last  on  the  morning  of  the  day  set 
apart  by  our  nation  as  Memorial  day,  and  his  mortal  remains  now  rest  in 
the  family  lot  in  Fountain  Grove  cemetery  at  Bryan. 

Mr.  Tressler  was  twice  married,  his  union  with  Miss  Oleva  Kent  being 
the  first  marriage  celebration  in  Bryan.  This  estimable  lady  died  in  1868, 
and  on  November  8,  1871,  Mr.  Tressler  married  Miss  Emeline  L.  Richard- 
son, who  now  resides  in  the  pleasant  home  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Bryan 
and  Lynn  streets,  provided  by  his  loving  care.  Bv  his  first  marriage  he 
had  five  children,  viz.:  Arminda  (deceased),  Ellen,  Andrew,  Byron  (de- 

ceased), and  Elmore.  By  the  second  union  he  had  three  children:  Annie 
R.  (Mrs.  J.  P.  Long),  Emma  L.,  and  Austin  J.,  all  of  whom  survive.  The 
family  holds  an  enviable  social  position,  Mrs.  Tressler  being  a favorite  in 
the  best  circles  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  she  resides. 

Mrs.  Tressler  is  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Anna  (Hendricks)  Rich- 
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ardson,  of  West  Unity,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1798  and  died  in 
1880,  the  latter  born  in  1804  and  died  in  1888.  The  father  when  a young- 
man  moved  to  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  1821  near  Lisbon,  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  about  1853.  They 
had  a family  of  seven  children:  James  (deceased).  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Clark 
Chandler,  now  deceased),  Miriam  (deceased),  George,  Jason,  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  John  Webb),  and  Emeline  L.  (Mrs.  Tressler).  The  father,  who  was 
a lifelong  farmer,  died  in  1880,  the  mother  in  1888,  and  they  are  buried 
near  West  Unity.  While  a resident  of  Columbiana  county  Mr.  Richardson 
was  a very  prominent  citizen  and  held  several  official  positions  of  trust.  His 
father,  Fieldar  Richardson,  born  in  Maryland,  was  of  English  descent  and 
died  March  11,  1813,  aged  forty-five  years  eleven  months.  The  latter’s 
wife,  Marian  (Griffith)  was  born  in  Wales  xA.pril  10,  1774,  and  died  in  July, 
1853.  Great-grandfather  Richard  Richardson,  who  was  born  near  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  married  Mary  Moore,  an  English  lady,  and  settled  near 
Frederick,  Maryland. 


JACOB  FRAKER. 

The  late  Jacob  Fraker  was  for  almost  forty  years  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Defiance  county,  and  was  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  Mark  township. 

Mr.  Fraker  came  from  across  the  sea,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1827  in  Germany,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Sutter,  who  was  born  in  the  same  country  about  1830.  In  1854  they  bade 
farewell  to  friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  America.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  in  the  United  States  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Section  13,  Mark  township,  where  Mr.  Fraker  died 
April  10,  1891;  his  widow  is  still  living".  He  developed  and  improved  a 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  devoted  his 
energies  throughout  life  except  a short  term  of  eig'ht  years.  In  1875  Mr. 
Fraker  and  family  moved  to  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  and  owned  a farm 
of  four  hundred  acres  there.  Leaving  it  to  his  two  sons,  Henry  and 
Samuel,  he  in  1883  moved  back  on  his  old  homestead  in  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death.  An  influential  and  public-spirited  citizen,  he 
took  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs  and  gave  his  sup- 
port to  all  measures  which  he  believed  were  calculated  to  advance  the  moral, 
intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his  community.  He  was  also  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  and  took  an  active  part 
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in  all  church  work.  In  his  death  the  community  realized  that  it  had  lost  a 
valued  and  useful  citizen. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fraker  were  born  eight  children,  namely:  Frederick, 
Henry,  Samuel,  Mary  (wife  of  Jacob  Kaser),  Louisa  (wife  of  Houston 
Hanna),  Jacob,  John,  and  one  son  who  died  in  infancy. 

Of  these  children,  Jacob  Fraker,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Mark  township, 
August  31,  1866,  and  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead, 
although  from  the  age  of  nine  years  until  seventeen  he  lived  with  his 
parents  in  Tennessee.  In  the  common  schools  he  acquired  a good  practical 
education,  and  under  the  able  direction  of  his  father  became  a thorough 
and  systematic  farmer.  Since  the  latter's  death  he  has  taken  charge  of  a 
part  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  successfully  operates.  He  was  married  in 
Mark  township  January  16,  1896,  to  Miss  Ella  Dickey,  a native  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Moses  W.  Dickey,  late  of  Mark  township, 
Defiance  county. 


JOHN  MARSHALL. 

This  the  senior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  John  Marshall  & 
Son,  of  Defiance,  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  that  thriving 
town.  As  manufacturers  of  patent  coil  elm  hoops  the  firm  conducts  a 
large  business,  their  product  finding  a market  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  bulk  of  it  going  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  New  England,  and 
to  Minneapolis,  and  other  points  in  the  Northwest. 

Before  entering  upon  the  details  of  Mr.  Marshall’s  successful  career,  it 
will  be  interesting  to  note  the  ancestry  on  both  sides.  In  the  paternal 
line  his  great-grandfather  was  John  Marshall,  who  came  from  Germany 
with  a colony  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  The  band  of  emigrants  set 
sail  from  a port  in  Holland,  and  after  a voyage  much  more  tedious  than 
a modern  tourist  need  experience,  John  Marshall,  with  his  parents,  located, 
between  1736  and  1740,  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tulpehocken.  He  had  made  an  agreement  in, Germany  to  pay  for  his 
passage  after  his  arrival  in  America.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
served  as  a soldier  under  Washington,  and  his  son  Conrad,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  who  was  born  in  1767,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Con- 
rad Marshall  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1798,  and  followed  farming  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Logan  county,  Ohio.  He  married  Anna  Sophia  Debinder,  a native  of 
Canada,  and  in  1848  removed  with  his  family  to  Jefferson  township,  Logan 
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county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  later  years  in  agricultural  pursuits,  his 
death  occurring1  in  1866.  His  widow  died  at  New  Rutland,  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois,  in  1868. 

The  DeBincler  family  was  of  French  origin,  and  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, Doctor  George  DeBinder,  and  his  wife,  Theresa,  came  to  America 
with  General  La  Fayette.  Doctor  George  DeBinder  served  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  a surgeon  in  the  Colonial  forces,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle  settled  in  Canada,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Port  Clinton,  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  June  25,  1830,  and  was  educated  there  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  that  time.  Coming  to  Ohm  with  his  parents  as  a young  man, 
he  saw  the  opportunities  open  to  a mechanic,  and  in  1849  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  At  twenty-five 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hulcla  Sharp,  and  the  same  year  estab- 
lished a sawmill  in  Bokes  Creek  township,  Logan  county,  remaining  there 
from  1855  to  1865.  He  then  went  to  Milton,  Indiana,  and  built  a distil- 
lery, which  he  sold  after  conducting  it  one  year.  Returning  to  Ohio  in 
1866,  he  bought  a sawmill  in  Hale  township,  Hardin  county,  but  in  1869 
he  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  Milton,  as  the  party  taking  the  distillery  had 
failed  to  make  the  payments  agreed  upon,  and  it  came  again  into  Mr. 
Marshall’s  hands.  After  operating  it  a year  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  with 
a loss  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Marshall’s  next  venture  was  the 
purchase,  in  1870,  of  a sawmill  and  grocery  at  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  and 
these  he  conducted  successfully  until  April,  1874,  when  he  sold  the  gro- 
cery and  moved  his  mill  to  Pauiding  Center,  Paulding  county,  Ohio.  In 
August,  1874,  he  again  moved  the  plant,  locating  this  time  in  Defiance, 
where  he  has  ever  since  remained.  He  engaged  in  the  sawing  of  lumber, 
in  the  manufacture  of  felloes  and  gearing,  and  other  materials  for  wagon- 
• making. 

In  1882  the  firm  of  Marshall  & Greenler  was  formed,  consisting  of 
John  Marshall,  Louis  A.  Marshall,  his  son,  and  John  S.  Greenler.  On  the 
death  of  Louis  A.  Marshall  in  1892,  his  interest  was  purchased  by  his  father, 
and  the  firm  continued  as  John  Marshall  & Greenler  until  1894,  when  Mr. 
Marshall  sold  his  share  to  Mr.  Greenler  and  entered  into  the  present  part- 
nership with  his  son,  Charles  E.  Marshall,  in  the  hoop  business.  They 
operate  a plant  requiring  about  thirty-seven  hands,  and  use  a steam  en- 
gine of  eighty-horse  power,  turning  out,  approximately  forty-nine  thousand 
dollars’  worth  of  goods  annually.  The  firm  is  also  interested  in  cider  mak- 
ing, conducting  a large  mill  with  a capacity  of  seventy-five  barrels  a day. 
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Mr.  Marshall  has  had  three  children:  (i)  Louis  (deceased),  married 

Miss  Johanna  Rule,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  John  Chauncey  Marshall. 
(2)  Charles  E.,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Logan  county, 
Ohio,  in  1863,  married  Miss  Kate  Hall,  and  they  have  four  children — Wal- 
ter, Garwood,  Jennie  and  Ralph.  (3)  Miss  Carrie  D.  Marshall,  the  young- 
est, is  bookkeeper  for  the  firm. 

Mrs.  Marshall’s  father,  John  Sharp,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  at  a very  early  day  in  one  of  the  first  colo- 
nies. They  located  at  Chillicothe  in  1797.  The  Sharp  family  settled  in 
Logan  county,  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Big  Darby  creek,  in  1802,  where 
Mrs.  Marshall  was  born. 


JOHN  MARION  AINSWORTH. 

The  Ainsworth  family  is  remotely  of  Irish  origin,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Hicksville,  has  inherited  many  of  the 
best  characteristics  of  that  ancient  and  high-spirited  people.  During  his  half- 
century  of  active  business  life  he  has  won  a leading  rank  in  financial  and 
commercial  circles,  not  only  for  business  acumen  and  sagacity,  but  for  hon- 
orable, upright  dealing,  his  name  being  a synonym  wherever  he  is  known  for 
honesty  and  integrity.  While  his  time  has  been  chiefly  occupied  with  his 
extensive  business  operations  he  has  not  failed  in  his  duties  as  a citizen,  as 
he  has  been  identified  with  nearly  every  movement  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  and  his  purse  has  always  been  open  to  further 
the  cause  of  education  or  religion. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  country  was  James  Ainsworth, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  came  from  Ireland  in  early  manhood  and 
located  in  Ohio,  first  in  the  vicinity  of  Dayton  and  later  in  Miamisburg. 
William  S.  Ainsworth,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  latter  place 
in  181 1,  and  as  a young  man  learned  the  hatter's  trade  there.  In  1834  he  was 
married  at  South  Charleston,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Susan  Mitton,  daughter  of  John 
Mitton,  a well-known  wheelwright  and  manufacturer  of  spinning  wheels  and 
similar  articles.  After  his  marriage  our  subject’s  father  made  his  home  for 
a time  in  West  Jefferson,  Madison  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1848  he  removed  to 
Van  Wert  county,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man 
of  influence  in  the  county,  taking  an  active  part  in  all  important  movements, 
and  at  one  time  served  ably  as  sheriff.  His  wife  died  in  1855,  and  in  1862 
he  met  a soldier’s  death  at  Corinth,  Mississippi,  while  with  the  Union  army. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  was  born 
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September  io,  1835,  at  West  Jefferson,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
that  place  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  the  next  five  years  he  spent  in 
farm  work.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  where 
he  spent  four  years  as  a clerk  in  a dry-goods  store;  and  so  well  did  he  perform 
his  duties  that  in  1857  lie  was  sent  to  Hicksville  to  manage  a branch  establish- 
ment for  his  employers,  N.  B.  Freeman  & Co.  After  spending  about  two  years 
and  a half  in  this  work  he  decided  to  engage  in  mercantile  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  in  the  spring  of  1859  he  opened  a large  general  store  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  A.  P.  Edgerton,  under  the  firm-  name  of  J.  M.  Ains- 
worth & Co.  From  1872  to  1894  the  firm  name  was  Ainsworth,  Boone  & 
Bevington.  This  firm  became  widely  known  through  its  extensive  trade  in 
all  kinds  of  farm  products. 

Mr.  Ainsworth’s  upright  methods  and  his  genial  manners  won  for  him 
a wide  popularity,  and  his  store  became  at  an  early  day  a gathering  place  for 
the  best  element  in  the  community,  a sort  of  headquarters  where  travelers 
and  citizens  could  meet  to  talk  over  the  general  news  or  discuss  the  questions 
of  the  time.  Pipes  and  tobacco  were  furnished  to  the  patrons,  and  many  an 
evening  has  been  spent  there  by  interested  groups  in  listening  to  the  best  story 
tellers  of  the  neighborhood,  and  many  a debate  was  conducted  there  upon 
politics,  religion,  or  kindred  topics.  News  of  all  kinds  generally  reached  that 
store  first,  and  its  importance  as  a place  for  quickly  distributing  information 
on  current  happenings  can  scarcely  be  understood  in  these  days  when  news- 
papers are  in  the  hands  of  all. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  the  partnership  that  then  existed  was  dissolved, 
and  in  the  followdng  autumn  Air.  Ainsworth  organized  a stock  company  under 
the  name  of  The  Ainsworth-Shepard  Company,  which  now  occupies  a large 
two-story  double  store  for  general  mercantile  business,  while  the  business  in 
connection  with  the  buying  and  shipping  of  grain  and  stock  is  the  most  exten- 
sive in  this  section,  amounting  to  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
year.  In  all  these  years  Mr.  Ainsworth  has  been  the  controlling  and  directing 
mind  in  guiding  the  destinies  of  the  firm,  and  he  has  fairly  earned  his  place 
among  the  principal  merchants  of  his  county. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  politi- 
cally, being  one  of  its  most  influential  and  enthusiastic  supporters  in  his 
locality.  His  public  spirit  has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  during  the 
early  days,  when  the  country  around  Hicksville  wras  greatly  disturbed  by 
horse  thieves,  he  took  an  active  part  in  organizing  and  managing  the  Hicks- 
ville Detective  Society,  which  wyas  formed  in  1867  for  the  promotion  .of  lawT 
and  order.  This  association  was  composed  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  locality, 
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with  James  Casebeer  as  president;  Mr.  Ainsworth,  treasurer;  and  Doctor  Kin- 
mont,  secretary.  One  man,  Daniel  Hilbert,  had  a large  number  of  horses 
stolen,  and  the  people  were  so  excited  over  the  depredations  as  to  be  ready 
to  treat  the  thieves  with  severity.  The  active  and  energetic  measures  of  the 
Society  resulted  in  clearing  the  locality  of  the  objectionable  element,  five  thieves 
being  apprehended  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  through  their  efforts.  Among 
these  were  two  noted  characters  who  were  surrounded  in  the  woods  north  of 
town,  and  captured  after  a well-directed  search  lasting  two  days.  In  the  effort 
to  induce  these  men  to  confess  they  were  hung  by  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion out  of  Mr.  Ainsworth's  store  windows  until  they  were  nearly  dead,  but 
they  were  finally  let  down  and  tried  by  due  process  of  law,  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  the  penitentiary. 

On  December  29,  1869,  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Parker,  a daughter  of  Allen  and  Esther  (Osborne)  Parker,  who  were  the  first 
couple  married  in  Hicksville.  Mr.  Ainsworth  has  a pleasant  home  at  the 
corner  of  Maple  and  Smith  streets,  Hicksville,  the  house  having  been  built 
by  himself  in  1873.  Of  his  four  children — Carrie  married  Charles  Bassett, 
of  Anderson,  Indiana;  Miss  Nettie  is  at  home;  Alda  is  the  wife  of  W.  E. 
Dittenhover,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hicksville;  and  Miss 
Susie  resides  at  home.  Socially,  the  family  is  prominent,  and  Mr.  Ainsworth 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


EDWARD  PAYSON  HOOKER. 

To  the  men  of  “Merrie  England,"  and  their  ever  civilizing  influences, 
the  whole  world  is  to  a large  extent  indebted  for  its  progress,  during  past 
centuries.  Go  where  you  will  to  any  part  of  the  habitable  globe,  and  there 
you  will  find  Englishmen  in  the  van  of  commerce  and  enterprise.  Stout- 
limbecl,  with  “hearts  of  oak,”  they  have  been  marked  figures  on  thousands 
of  battlefields,  not  only  in  their  own  “tight  little  island,”  but  in  every  por- 
tion of  the  wide  world.  England’s  men  of  renown  are  innumerable;  the 
marks  they  have  left  on  the  pages  of  law  are  precedents  for  our  own  code 
of  the  present  day;  as  statesmen,  they  are  quoted  and  cited  from  every  civ- 
ilized rostrum;  while  in  religion  they  were  the  earliest  champions  and  de- 
fenders of  the  inalienable  right  of  everyone  to  worship  God  according  to 
his  conscience.  To  the  United  States  England  gave  a Washington,  the 
Patriot,  General  and  President,  besides  thousands  of  others  who  have  done 
with  historic  lustre  upon  the  scroll  of  the  great  Republic’s  fame.  Her  citi- 
zens have  ever  been  in  the  fore-front  as  educators  and  statesmen,  as  well 
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as  warriors  upon  many  a bloody  field,  where  the  fight  was  for  liberty  and 
right.  To  such  lineage  is  authentically  traced  the  ancestry  of  the  subject 
of  this  review. 

As  far  back  as  the  fourteenth  century,  the  Hooker  family  were  of  such 
prominence  in  wars,  statesmanship  and  religion,  that  records  of  them  were 
kept  and  inscribed  on  the  pages  of  history.  They  were  a family  of  sub- 
stance and  of  the  higher  class  of  gentry,  among  them  being  Knights  and 
Baronets,  while  one  of  them.  Sir  Richard  Hooker,  was  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don. The  known  genealogy  of  the  Hooker  family,,  in  direct  line  to  our 
subject,  begins  about  1450  or  1460  with  John  Hooker,  mayor  of  the  City 
of  Exeter,  England.  His  son,  Robert,  was  also  a mayor  of  that  city,  and 
the  latter's  son,  John  Llooker,  was  a member  of  Parliament,  and  also  “An- 
tiquarian and  Historian  Chancellor  of  the  City  of  Exeter.”  The  last  named 
son,  Thomas  Hooker,  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  who 
founded  the  family  in  America  in  1633.  Remotely,  members  of  the  fam- 
ily were  among  the  stanchest  supporters  of  the  Church  of  England;  but 
some  of  them  became  “dissenters,”  for  which  they  were  persecuted,  not- 
ably one,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  who  fled  to  Holland  to  escape  arrest 
on  account  of  his  religious  belief  and  practices.  He  was  an  able  and  de- 
vout man,  one  of  great  influence  among  his  compatriots.  He  afterward 
secretly  returned  to  London,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  arrest,  had  which 
occurred,  these  lines  would  doubtless  never  have  been  written,  as  they 
made  “short  shrift”  in  those  days,  and  religious  martyrs  were  numerous. 
In  1632  he  emigrated  on  the  ship  “Griffin”  with  a colony  of  congenial  spir- 
its, locating  and  for  four  years  residing  at  Newtown  (now  Cambridge),  Mas- 
sachusetts, then  with  a company  of  about  one  hundred  others,  went  to  Con- 
necticut, and  there  founded  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  1636.  He  built  and 
was  pastor  of  the  first  church  ever  erected  in  that  city,  or  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  one  of  the  formers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, of  which  he  wrote  the  greater  part,  and  which  was  SO'  like  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  1776,  that  both  may 
almost  be  said  to  have  originated  from  his  pen.  He  was  a man  of  marked 
piety  and  learning,  and  was  the  author  of  Congregational  Polity  in  the 
United  States.  Lie  was  born  July  7,  1586,  was  married  in  1624  to  Susanna 

, and  died  July  7,  1647,  leaving  a family  of  five  children,  two 

sons — John  and  Samuel— and  three  daughters.  John  Hooker  returned  to 
England,  and  there  became  a minister  of  the  Established  Church.  Many 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  descendants  have  become  historical  characters 
of  national  prominence,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned:  “Fighting  Joe 


60 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Hooker,”  a famous  Union  general  of  the  great  Rebellion;  Commander  Ed- 
ward Hooker,  of  the  United  States  Navy;  John  Hooker,  chief  justice  of 
Connecticut,  whose  wife  was  Isabella  Beecher,  sister  to  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher;  and  others. 

Rev.  Thomas  Hooker’s  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  was  born  in 
1633,  was  married  September  22,  1658,  to  Mary  Willett,  and  died  in  the 
ministry  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  November  6,  1697.  Mary  Willett 
was  a daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  Willett,  who  was  the  first  mayor  of  New 
York  City.  She  was  born  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  November  10, 
1637,  was  married  there  September  22,  1658,  and  died  at  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut, June  24,  1712.  From  her  nine  sons  come  all  Hookers  who  are  de- 
scended from  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  first  settler  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Her  remains  lie  buried  in  the  graveyard  attached  to  what  is  known  as 
“the  First  Church”  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  The  grave  was  marked  by 
a slate  head-stone,  which,  after  being  exposed  to  the  elements  and  storms 
of  over  two  and  a half  centuries,  became  sadly  defaced,  and  some  of  her 
descendants  replaced  the  old  slab  by  a,  substantial  granite  monument,  which 
was  finished  in  1890,  and  now  marks  her  grave.  The  contributions  for 
its  erection,  costing  $342,  came  from  all  points — from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  coasts — in  one  case  from  Italy. 

Rev.  Samuel  Hooker  and  his  wife  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  the 
fourth  child  in  the  order  of  birth  being  John  Hooker,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1664,  was  married  in  1687,  and  had  a family  of  ten  children.  Of 
this  family  was  a son,  Hezekiah  Hooker,  who  was  married  October  30,  1717, 
and  had  a family  of  ten  children,  among  whom  was  a son,  William  Hooker, 

born  at  Hartford,  January  20,  1729,  married  twice,  (first)  to  Rachel , 

and  (second)  to  Mary  . Rachel  had  four  children,  and  Mary  had 

eleven  children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Increase  Mosely  Hooker,  born 

November  4,  1765,  at  Plartford  Connecticut,  and  was  married 

17, , to  Fois  Wilcox,  who  died  in  Truxton,  New  York,  1813.  He  moved 

to  Truxton,  Cortland  county.  New  York,  where  he  was  a pioneer,  entered 
land,  erected  a grist  and  saw  mill,  and  operated  same,  becoming  a man  of 
mark  in  his  vicinity.  He  was  possessed  of  fine  physique,  stood  six  feet 
three  inches  in  height,  and  when  of  advanced  age  stood  erect  and  straight 
as  an  arrow.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son-in-law,  Samuel  Foreman, 
at  Onondaga  Hollow,  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  in  1849,  aged  eighty- 
four  years. 

Of  his  family,  two  sons,  Harley  Hooker  and  Chellis  (a  twin  brother)  were 
born  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  December  9,  1792,  and  as  soon  as  his  education 
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was  far  enough  advanced  Harley  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Auburn, 
New  York,  where  he  graduated.  In  .1827  he  was  married  at  Salina,  New 
York  (now  included  in  the  city  of  Syracuse),  to>  Miss  Mary  Beardsley,  who 
was  born  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  in  1801.  Doctor  Hooker  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Salina  in  1825,  thence  moved  to  Auburn,  New 
York,  in  1828,  and  for  five  years  was  the  physician  and  surgeon  for  the 
State’s  prison  at  that  place.  Subsequently  he  practiced  for  six  years  at 
Henrietta,  Monroe  county,  New  York,  and  in  1839  migrated  west  with 
his  family,  locating  same  year  at  Rockton,  Winnebago  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  16,  1867.  He  was  a man  of  fine  attainments,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession  ranked  among  the  foremost  of  his  time. 
His  widow  died  at  Rockton  May  27,  1877.  They  had  a family  of  six  child- 
ren namely:  (1)  William  C.,  born  at  Auburn,  New  York,  September  13, 

1828,  married  Mary  C.  McQuary;  he  is  an  attorney  at  Carthage,  Illinois. 
(2)  James  H.,  born  June  23,  1830,  moved  to  Sacramento,  California,  in 
1853,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fruit  growing;  he  was  married  there  to 
Elizabeth  Spencer  in  1871,  and  died  there  in  1874.  (3)  Edward  Payson,  the 

subject  of  this  sketch,  born  September  1,  1832,  at  Auburn,  New  York.  (4) 
Mary  Lewis,  born  August  24,  1834,  married  Gustave  Streckewald,  at  Rock- 
ton, Illinois,  in  1862,  moved  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1863,  removing 
thence  in  1891  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  where  they  now  live.  (5)  George 
R.,  born  September  24,  1836,  married  Minnie  Martin,  and  died  at  Rockton, 
Illinois,  in  1874,  where  his  widow  also  died  in  1875.  (6)  Frances  Eliza- 

beth, born  September  18,  1838,  was  married  in  1862  to  G.  Henry  Hollis- 
ter, at  Rockton,  Illinois,  and  is  now  a widow,  living  at  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota. 

Edward  Payson  Hooker,  one  of  the  last  named  family,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  September  1,  1832,  at  Auburn,  New  York,  and 
was  a lad  of  seven  years  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Rockton, 
Illinois.  There  he  passed  his  early  years,  attending  school  winters  and 
helping  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  summers.  At  seventeen  he  attended 
school  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  which  was  only  four  miles  from  Rockton,  to 
prepare  for  college;  but  on  account  of  failing  eyesight  he  was  obliged  to  give 
up  his  studies,  during  the  first  year,  and  returned  home.  During  the  two 
following  winters  he  taught  school,  and  then  spent  a full  year  under  pri- 
vate instruction  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  in  the  study  of  higher  mathematics, 
surveying,  civil  engineering,  etc.  His  twentieth  year  was  the  last  he  spent 
at  the  old  homestead,  at  Rockton,  and  in  the  winter  of  1852-53  he  went 
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to  Chicago,  where  for  three  years  he  was  employed  in  the  wholesale  and 
retail  drug  store  of  J.  H.  Reed  & Co.,  and  the  succeeding-  three  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  M.  D.  Gilman  & Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  same  city.  Hav- 
ing thus  acquired  a thorough  business  training,  he  came  to  Defiance,  Ohio, 
March  3,  1859,  where  he  had  made  provisions  for  a partnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  Backus,  Lindenberger  & Hooker,  they  opening  up  a large 
general  store,  which  for  five  years  was  profitably  conducted.  In  1864  he 
sold  his  interests  in  the  business.  In  the  summer  of  1865  he  moved  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  there  engaged  in  the  commission  business — 
fiour,  grain,  seeds,  etc. — under  the  firm  name  of  E.  P.  Hooker  & Co.,  con- 
tinuing the  same  about  five  years,  until  1870,  in  which  year  he  returned 
.with  his  family  to  Defiance,  where  he  took  an  interest  in  the  Defiance  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  a large  concern,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, filling  the  duties  of  that  responsible-  position  for  fifteen  years  or  un- 
til the  affairs  of  that  company  were  wound  up.  For  some  years  he  had 
been  assistant  cashier  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Defiance,  Ohio, 
and  in  1886  was  appointed  cashier,  succeeding  Benjamin  L.  Abell  (de- 
ceased), and  has  in  that  position  efficiently  looked  after  the  best  interests 
of  the  bank  to  the  present  time.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests,  he  in 
1880  with  John  Crowe,  under  the  firm  name  of  Crowe  & Hooker,  operated 
a plant  for  the  manufacture  of  elm  staves  and  hoops,  which  was  success- 
fully conducted  until  1895,  when  the  firm  closed  out  their  business.  On 
the  death  of  his  brother-in-law,  William  C.  Holgate,  who  was  president  of 
the  Merchants  National  Bank,  August  13,  1888,  Mr.  Hooker,  as  joint  ex- 
ecutor of  the  large  estate,  has  looked  after  the  various  interests  faithfully, 
until  now  (1897)  final  settlements  will  soon  be  made,  and  he  will  be  thus 
released  from  great  care  and  responsibility,  as  the  estate  amounts  to  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  over. 

In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  active  in  advocating  the 
principles  of  the  party;  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Executive 
Committee  six  or  eight  years,  and  has  been  sent  as  delegate  to  various  Re- 
publican State  and  Congressional  Conventions.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity;  since  twelve  years  of  age  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Churches,  serving  as  elder  of  the  lat- 
ter for  twenty-five  years. 

On  September  27,  i860,  Mr.  Hooker  was  married  to  Arabella  E.  Hol- 
gate, a half  sister  of  William  C.  Holgate  (deceased),  who  came  to  Defiance 
in  1835.  Their  father,  Curtis  Holgate,  moved  from  Utica  to  Defiance  in 
1837,  laid  out  and  was  half  owner  of  the  original  plat  of  the  village  (now 
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city)  of  Defiance.  She  was  the  youngest  child,  and  was  born  in  Defiance 
November  16,  1839.  By  their  union  there  are  four  children,  namely: 
Fannie  Annette,  born  May  29,  1862  (unmarried)  ; Minnie  E.,  born  Decem- 
ber 28,  1864,  married  Charles  F.  Ferguson,  of  Defiance;  William  H.,  born 
August  9,  1868,  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  and  Edward  Bernard,  born 
February  5,  1871.  All  the  children  were  born  at  Defiance  except  William  H. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  very  suddenly  of  pulmonary  apoplexy  at 
midnight,  New  Year’s  eve,  January  1,  1892.  As  her  spirit  passed  into  im- 
mortality the  bells  were  ringing  in  the  glad  New  Year,  and  before  their 
sweet  cadence  had  ceased  her  soul  had  sought  the  far  beyond  in  everlast- 
ing peace.  In  her  life  she  was  a true  woman,  wife  and  mother,  a devout 
Christian,  and  very  earnest  and  active  in  church  and  society  work,  and  was 
sadly  missed  not  only  by  the  loved  ones  at  home  but  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

In  describing  the  salient  characteristics  of  Edward  Payson  Hooker, 
one  verdict  is  given  by  those  who  know  him  best,  and  that  is  pre-eminent 
and  practical  truthfulness  and  integrity,  combined  with  great  executive 
ability,  place  him  upon  the  plane  of  business  as  the  equal  of  any  of  his 
compeers;  while  as  a citizen  and  gentleman  his  whole  life  has  been  one  of 
integrity  and  Christian  consistency.  Mr.  Hooker  and  family  reside  at  No. 
667  Jefferson  street,  Defiance,  in  a commodious  house,  built  by  himself 
in  1872. 


HENRY  KIMBLE. 

This  deceased  gentleman  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  and 
prominent  farmers  of  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  and  was  also  an 
honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Flis  entire  life  was  passed  in  Williams 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Springfield  township,  December  15,  1842. 
His  father,  Daniel  Kimble,  a native  of  New  York  State,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Williams  county,  and  died  in  Springfield  township  when 
about  fifty-one  years  of  ag'e.  He  made  the  first  wooden  auger  for  boring 
wells  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

In  his  native  township,  Henry  Kimble  grew  to  manhood,  early  be- 
coming familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 
and  remaining  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  Union  army.  Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter’s guns  died  away  when  he  enlisted  at  the  call  for  three  months’  men, 
and  when  his  term  had  expired  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
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pany  D,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for 
three  years,  taking  part  in  many  hotly-contested  engagements.  He  was 
a brave  and  fearless  soldier,  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  valiantly  fight- 
ing for  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  represented. 

Returning  to-  the  old  homestead  in  Springfield  township,  Mr.  Kimble 
there  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years,  after  which  he  established  a home 
of  his  own.  On  September  30,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Treon, 
who  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  August  26,  1848,  a daughter 
of  Henry  Treon,  who  came  to  Williams  county  in  1854  and  died  in  Pu- 
laski township,  January  16,  1867.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kimble,  namely:  Mary  L.,  wife  of  William  Himes;  William  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Corda  Grey;  Oris  F.,  who  married  Della  Iferd;  Cora  B.,  wife  of  Chaun- 
cey  Dohner;  Henry  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and  Harry  E. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kimble  located  on  the  Treon  farm  in  Pulaski 
township,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  on  July  31,  1896.  For  several  years  he  served  as  trustee  of  Pulaski 
township.  He  was  a charter  member  of  the  Elm  Grove  Grange,  No.  644,  of 
Pulaski  township,  and  for  several  terms  filled  the  position  of  master  of  the 
Grange;  he  was  also  a member  of  the  State  Grange,  in  which  he  was  promi- 
nent. 


FION.  CHARLES  ALEXANDER  BOWERSOX. 

The  Bowersox  family  is  of  German  origin,  the  name  having  been  for- 
merly written  Bauersauxe,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  head  of  the  American 
branch  crossed  the  ocean  at  an  early  date. 

Christian  Bowersox,  senior,  the  grandfather  of  the  well-known  citizen 
of  Williams  county,  whose  name  appears  above,  resided  near  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business  there  as  a boot  and  shoe 
dealer,  having  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in  his  youth.  His  death  occurred 
in  that  locality,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Bowersox,  who  survived  him,  died  in 
Williams  county,  this  State,  about  1858.  They  were  both  devout  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  their  influence  was  always 
thrown  upon  the  side  of  progress  in  the  community  where  they  made  their 
home.  They  had  three  children:  John  Warner,  junior,  our  subject’s  father; 
David,  who  married  Martha  Breckenridge,  and  settled  in  St.  Joseph  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  where  he  died,  leaving  a family  of  children;  and 
Eliza,  who  married  Benjamin  Cornell,  of  Maryland,  and  had  several  children, 
who  survive  her. 
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John  \\  arner  Bowersox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  January  io, 
1808,  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  and  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty 
he  resided  there  and  in  Baltimore  county,  in  the  same  State.  He  learned  the 
shoemaker  s trade,  and  about  1828  he  located  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania, 
for  some  time,  following  that  business  at  Gettysburg  and  in  other  towns. 
While  there  he  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  to  Mary  Jane  Breck- 
enridge,  daughter  of  Thomas  Breckenridge.  This  family  is  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  the  name  was  originally  Stuart,  but  during  the  early  wars  between  Scot- 
land and  England  the  ancestors  of  this  branch  removed  to  Ireland  and  assumed 
the  name  of  Breckenridge.  During  the  Colonial  period  some  members  of  the 
family  came  to  America,  and  from  them  are  descended  the  Breckenridges  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  other  localities. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  our  subject’s  parents  decided  to  make  their 
home  in  Ohio,  and  about  1831  they  drove  across  the  country  in  a “one-horse 
shay”  to  the  little  town  of  North  Industry,  four  miles  south  of  Canton,  where 
the  father  worked  at  his  trade  until  1838.  About  that  time  he  entered  a 
tract  of  land  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  and  in  October,  1838, 
he  removed  there  with  his  family,  which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  two 
children,  the  journey  being  made  in  an  old-fashioned  wagon  drawn  by  oxen. 
On  his  arrival  he  built  a log  cabin  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  of  heavy 
timber,  and  he  and  his  family  lived  there  in  true  pioneer  style,  their  nearest 
white  neighbors  being  three  miles  away,  while  bears,  wolves  and  panthers 
abounded  in  the  woods  around  them.  The  Indians  were  numerous,  but  were 
friendly,  causing  no  uneasiness.  For  fifty-one  years  this  worthy  pioneer  re- 
sided at  this  place,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  two  hundred  of  which  were  cleared,  representing  many 
years  of  persistent  and  industrious  toil.  As  a citizen  he  held  a high  standing, 
and  he  took  keen  interest  in  the  issues  of  his  time,  being  an  uncompromising 
foe  to  slavery.  For  many  years  he  was  known  as  an  “Old-line  Whig,”  and 
after  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  affiliated  with  that.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran,  and  his  home  and  barn  were  frequently 
used  for  holding  meetings  by  preachers  of  all  denominations.  His  wife  was 
reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Breckenridge  family  having  been  iden- 
tified with  that  denomination  for  generations;  but  as  it  was  not  established 
in  Williams  county  during  the  early  days,  she  joined  the  “United  Brethren  in 
Christ,”  and  in  that  faith  she  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Her 
husband  survived  her  more  than  twenty  years,  dying  April  14,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years  and  four  months.  He  did  not  marry  again.  Their 
remains  now  rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Edgerton,  with  those  of  our 
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subject’s  paternal  grandmother,  and  where  their  deceased  children  were  also 
interred.  Of  their  eight  children,  the  first  died  in  infancy,  unnamed.  (2) 
James  Grier  married  Salina  Hall,  and  died  near  Edgerton  at  the  age  of  forty- 
six,  leaving  one  child.  (3)  John  Wesley,  who  resides  upon  a portion  of  the 
old  homestead  in  Williams  county,  married  Amelia  Yeager,  and  has  two 
children.  (4)  Mary  Emeline  married  (first)  Jairus  Casebeer,  who  died, 
leaving  two  children,  and  (second)  wedded  Daniel  W.  Weitz,  by  whom  she 
has  had  five  children.  They  reside  in  Indiana,  five  miles  southwest  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Williams  county.  She  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  nearly 
sixty  years  ago.  (5)  Miss  Nancy  Ellen  resides  at  the  homestead,  where  she 
was  born  about  fifty-seven  years  ago.  During  her  mother’s  illness  from  con- 
sumption she  remained  faithful  to  her  care,  not  marrying,  as  she  had  oppor- 
tunity to  have  done,  and  after  her  mother's  death  she  remained  there  stead- 
fastly until  her  father’s  death  in  April,  1889.  She  assumed  the  care  of  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  her  father’s  household,  in  every  respect  made  the  old  home 
a place  of  welcome  to  the  children  and  grandchildren,  and  other  relatives  of 
the  family.  After  her  father's  death  she  remained  steadfast  to  his  memory, 
took  care  of  many  of  the  things  he  left,  and  still  makes  her  home  upon  the 
farm  where  her  father  located  fully  sixty  years  ago.  (6)  Eliza  Letitia  died 
when  but  ten  days  less  than  sixteen  years  old.  (7)  Charles  Alexander,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (8)  Francis  Asbury  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  and  six  months.  Since  the  death  of  the  father  of  this  family 
the  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  has  belonged  to  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Nancy  Ellen,  she  living  upon  the  farm,  and  they  having  their 
possessions  together. 

Judge  C.  A.  Bowersox  was  born  October  16,  1846,  in  the  old  log  cabin 
at  the  homestead,  and  during  his  boyhood  lie  learned  the  details  of  farm  work 
while  taking  advantage  of  such  educational  opportunities  as  were  to  be  found 
in  the  common  schools,  which  he  attended  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen. 
These  privileges  were  not  of  the  best,  as  may  be  supposed,  but  he  made  the 
most  of  them,  becoming  qualified  to  teach  in  schools  of  like  grade,  and  when 
seventeen  years  old  he  took  charge  of  a school  for  the  winter  term.  From 
that  time  he  continued  to  teach  in  winter  and  work  on  the  farm  in  summer 
until  he  had  saved  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  undertake  a collegiate 
course.  During  vacations  he  worked  by  the  day  in  the  harvest  field,  or  any 
other  labor  that  might  present  itself.  He  also  taught  vocal  music,  both  in 
and  out  of  the  college.  In  March,  1870,  he  entered  Otterbein  University, 
where  he  pursued  the  classical  course,  graduating  June  10,  1874,  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.,  and  three  years  later  the  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon 
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him  by  the  same  institution.  In  this  connection  it  is  but  proper  here  to  state 
that  his  education  was  the  result  of  his  own  efforts  entirely,  he  never  having 
received  one  dollar  of  help  from  any  source,  except  such  as  he  earned  and  paid 
for.  I hrough  his  own  individual  efforts  he  graduated  in  the  classical  course 
from  that  institution  with  the  highest  grades  ever  attained  by  any  student, 
male  or  female,  up  to  that  time. 

On  August  17,  1874,  he  became  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Edgerton,  a position  which  he  held  for  two  years.  In  February,  1875,  he 
was  appointed  a member  of  the  county  board  of  school  examiners  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  probate  judge  for  Williams 
county,  in  which  position  he  served  for  three  years. 

During  this  period  he  read  law,  and  in  September,  1879,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  when  he  at  once  began  practice  in  partnership  with  Hon.  Edward 
Foster,  of  Bryan.  The  death  of  Mr.  Foster,  in  1883,  ended  this  partnership, 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  our  subject  was  appointed  by  Governor  Charles 
Foster,  to  the  position  of  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  for  the  Second 
Subdivision  of  the  Third  Judicial  District  of  Ohio,  to  succeed  Judge  Owen, 
who  had  been  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Bench.  Judge  Bowersox  served 
one  year,  completing  the  unexpired  term ; but  he  then  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  for  election,  preferring  to  return  to  his  practice,  which  he  has 
since  continued  with  marked  success.  One  might  suppose  that  his  time  would 
be  occupied  with  the  care  of  the  important  cases  which  have  been  entrusted 
to  him  in  a professional  way,  but  he  manages  to  give  attention  to  numerous 
other  interests,  being  one  of  the  busiest  men  to  be  found  in  this  section.  In 
1878  he  purchased  a one-third  interest  in  the  “Bryan  Press,”  which  he  conduct- 
ed for  one  year,  doing  all  the  editorial  work,  although  at  that  time  he  was  serv- 
ing as  probate  judge.  In  1880  he  became  a director  in  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank  of  Bryan — one  of  the  most  successful  banks  in  Northwestern  Ohio, 
having  a capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  a surplus  of  twenty-one  thousand 
dollars,  with  deposits  amounting  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars — and  after 
serving  two  years  as  vice-president  he  was  elected  president,  a position  which 
he  has  now  held  some  ten  years.  He  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Williams 
County  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  was  president  for  some  time,  and 
he  is  vice-president  of  the  Edon  Banking  Company.  He  owns  a general  store 
at  Blakeslee,  Ohio,  and  one  at  Edon,  which  is  the  largest  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  Williams  county.  His  real  estate  holdings  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  seventy-six  acres,  all  in  Williams  county,  including  two  farms  and  a half- 
interest in  the  old  homestead,  and  to  his  agricultural  interests,  as  to  the  otheis, 
he  gives  his  personal  supervision. 
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Nature  gave  the  Judge  a good  physique  as  well  as  an  active  and  well- 
poised  brain,  as  he  is  of  powerful  and  athletic  build,  standing  six  feet  four 
inches  in  his  bare  feet,  and  weighing  proportionately  about  two  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds.  Without  this  foundation  for  success  he  could  scarcely  have 
endured  a tithe  of  the  labor  which  his  business  and  professional  engagements 
entail.  In  addition  to  these,  however,  he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  political 
and  other  affairs,  and  he  has  always  been  a close  student  of  the  various  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  His  library  is  extensive  and  valuable,  and  he  has  given 
especial  attention  to  literature  and  music.  In  August,  1890,  he  was  chosen 
president  of  Otterbein  University,  his  Alma  Mater;  but  after  two  years  of 
effective  service  he  resigned  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  other  duties.  His 
ability  as  a speaker  is  widely  recognized,  and  he  is  frequently  called  upon  to 
address  societies  and  schools,  and  the  larger  audiences  which  gather  on  Inde- 
pendence day,  Decoration  day,  and  other  anniversaries,  his  topics  on  these 
occasions  covering  a wide  range  and  showing  familiarity  with  the  best  litera- 
ture and  art.  As  a campaign  speaker  for  the  Republican  party  he  has  done 
notable  work,  and  in  1896  he  made  twenty-seven  speeches  at  different  points 
in  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Indiana,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National,  State 
and  local  Republican  committees.  While  he  could  not  sacrifice  his  private 
interests  to  political  work,  he  has  for  many  years  been  a leading  adviser  of 
his  party  in  this  section,  and  he  has  served  four  or  five  times  as  a delegate 
to  State  conventions.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict in  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings, 
looking  carefully  after  the  interests  of  his  section  and  the  State  at  large,  and 
during  the  term  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Colleges  and  Univer- 
sities, and  a member  of  the  committee  on  Finance. 

On  June  10,  1875,  Judge  Bowersox  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Jarvis, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Jarvis,  of  Westerville,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Bowersox 
possesses  marked  artistic  ability,  being  a painter  of  considerable  note,  and  is 
a graduate  of  Otterbein  University,  where  she  and  her  husband  met  during 
their  school  days.  Her  fine  mental  gifts  and  culture  have  made  her  a favorite 
in  the  best  social  circles,  and  she  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  of  which  the  Judge  is  a regular  attendant.  Their 
home  is  brightened  by  two  children:  Charles  Ralph,  born  March  28,  1886, 
and  Helen,  born  August  18,  1896. 
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PETER  KETTENRING. 

Mr.  Ivettenring,  who  is  president  of  the  Defiance  Machine  Works,  De- 
fiance, is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  this  section,  and  the  exten- 
sive foundry  and  machine  works  which  his  energy  and  foresight  have  built 
up  are  among'  the  chief  industries  of  Defiance,  bringing  to  the  city  large 
amounts  of  money  annually,  and  giving  employment  to  many  workmen. 
The  plant  is  fitted  up  with  a special  view  to  the  manufacture  of  woodwork- 
ing machinery,  arid  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  as  the  patents 
are  all  owned  by  the  firm,  giving  a practical  monopoly  in  the  business. 

As  Mr.  Kettenring  has  made  his  way  in  life  through  his  own  efforts, 
beginning  his  business  career  without  capital,  the  following  history  will  be 
read  with  unusual  interest.  He  was  born  January  6,  1836,  in  Thaleschweiler, 
Germany,  in  the  Rhine  district,  where  his  father,  Adam  Kettenring,  was 
then  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1836  Adam  Kettenring  came 
to  America  with  his  wife  and  son  Peter,  and  located  in  Pleasant  township, 
Henry  county,  purchasing  three  hundred  sixty  acres  of  government  land 
in  an  unimproved  state.  This  he  brought  under  cultivation,  making  a 
fine  homestead;  but  in  the  spring  of  1844  he  moved  temporarily  to  De- 
fiance, where  he  followed  plastering  and  similar  occupations  for  a few 
years.  Later  he  returned  to  his  homestead,  and  his  death  occurred  there 
in  1887.  He  was  a devout  Methodist,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  work- 
ers in  that  church  in  this  section,  his  home  being  a regular  stopping  place 
for  the  itinerant  preachers  of  the  early  days.  Plis  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Charlotte  Alspaugh,  died  in  1854,  leaving  three  children:  Kate, 

Mary  and  Peter.  The  father  married  again,  in  1864,  but  there  were  no 
children  by  the  second  union. 

Mr.  Kettenring,  our  subject,  attended  the  common  schools  of  Defi- 
ance until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  but  his  education  was  mainly 
obtained  in  the  practical  school  of  business  life,  as  he  began  at  that  age 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  For  two  years  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  moulders’  trade,  with  Kimball  & Frank,  of  Defiance,  who  owned  a 
small  plant,  employing'  about  half  a dozen  hands,  and  he  then  went  to  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  same  line  of  work.  In 
1856  he  returned  to  Defiance,  and  established  himself  in  business  on  his 
own  account  in  the  same  shop  where  he  had  formerly  been  employed.  He 
made  a specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  plows,  and  also  did  much  general 
repair  work  at  first;  but  as  time  passed  he  built  up  a large  foundry  and  ma- 


70 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


chine-manufacturing  plant.  In  1864  the  establishment  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  causing  a total  loss,  but  Mr.  Kettenring  bravely  began  work  again, 
and  the  enterprise  has  since  been  carried  on  with  increasing  success.  Oc- 
casionally he  would  have  a partner  for  a time,  but  the  business  was  mainly 
conducted  by  him  alone  until  1872,  when  the  “Defiance  Machine  Works” 
was  incorporated  with  a capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Since 
that  time  he  has  held  the  position  of  president  of  the  company,  and  his 
experience  and  skill  are  still  leading  factors  in  the  success  of  the  business. 
In  1894  and  1896  he  made  extended  trips  through  Europe,  and  increased 
the  trade  of  his  firm  materially,  placing  twenty-five  machines  in  a plant  at 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  a number  in  an  establishment  at  Christiania,  Nor- 
way, besides  many  isolated  machines  in  other  cities.  The  variety  and 
number  of  the  machines  constructed  by  the  firm  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  in  1895  they  issued  five  thousand  catalogues  of  two  hundred 
eight  pages  each,  containing  artistic  cuts  and  descriptions  of  machines 
varying  in  price  from  seventy-five  dollars  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  When  in  full  headway  the  plant  employs  about  one  hundred  fifty 
hands,  and  in  prosperous  years  the  value  of  the  output  amounts  to  thous- 
ands of  dollars  annually.  Their  specialty  is  hub,  spoke,  wheel  and  bending 
machinery,  plow-handle  machinery,  broom,  rake,  fork  and  hoe-handle  ma- 
chinery, lathes  for  turning  gun  stocks,  neckyokes,  singletrees,  ten-pins, 
ball  bats,  Indian  clubs,  dumb  bells,  table  legs,  axe  handles,  hammer  handles, 
sledge  handles,  pick  handles,  hatchet  handles,  wagon  axletrees  and  ox 
yokes.  They  make  lathes  to  turn  round,  oval,  hexagon  and  octagon  and 
square  at  will.  They  make  a line  of  over  three  hundred  different  ma- 
chines. While  Mr.  Kettenring’s  attention  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  push- 
ing the  interests  of  this  firm,  he  is  also  identified  with  other  important  en- 
terprises, and  for  ten  years  past  has  been  a director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Defiance. 

In  1856  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Kahlo,  and  the  union 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children,  three  of  whom  died  young.  The 
five  living  are  William  A.;  Ransom  P. ; Charles  H.;  Alice  M.;  and  Nellie. 
William  A.  and  Alice  M.  are  both  married.  The  three  sons  are  actively 
engaged  in  the  business,  all  holding  responsible  positions,  and  all  being 
thorough  mechanics.  Having  been  brought  up  in  the  business,  they  are 
thoroughly  competent  to  continue  the  business  for  years  to  come;  and  there 
are  two  grandsons,  who  can  follow  after  the  sons.  The  company  is  now 
doing  business  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  France,  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, Belgium,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  Russia,  China,  Japan,  South 
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Africa,  New  Zealand  and  New  South  Wales.  In  fact,  they  have  the  world 
for  a market. 

Mr.  Kettenring  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  has  always 
adhered  to  that  faith,  being'  a leading-  member  of  the  society  at  Defiance, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  for  twenty-five  years,  and  as  treasurer 
for  seven  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken 
all  the  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  Scottish  Rite,  to  which  his  three 
sons  have  also  attained.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  having  sup- 
ported that  party  from  the  first  election  of  Lincoln  in  i860  to  the  fight  for 
honest  money  in  1896,  and  his  three  sons  are  in  full  accord  with  his  prin- 
ciples. 


MOSES  W.  DICKEY. 

During  his  lifetime  this  gentleman  was  a prominent  resident  of  Mark 
township,  Defiance  county,  and  he  bears  an  honorable  record  as  a soldier, 
having  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  most  trying  days  of  the  Civil 
war.  As  a citizen  he  was  no  less  faithful  to  his  obligations,  and  he  well 
deserved  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

Born  November  25,  1832,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Dickey 
was  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Deets)  Dickey.  When  he  wras  about  four 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  four  or  five 
years  later  they  settled  upon  a farm  in  Putnam  county,  this  State,  where 
their  remaining  years  were  spent.  Our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  and  until  he  was  about 
thirty  years  old  he  resided  at  the  homestead  in  Putnam  county.  On  April 
7,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
being  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  the  government.  After  four 
months  he  left  the  regiment,  his  term  having  expired;  but  on  August  7, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  numerous  engagements,  including  sixteen  hard-fought  battles,  but  had 
the  good  fortune  to  escape  injury.  Among  the  battles  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated were  those  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tennessee,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  famous  campaign  of  Atlanta,  under  Sherman.  When  the  struggle 
ended  he  returned  to  Putnam  county,  and  on  January  13,  1866,  he  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Lucinda  May.  The  first  five  years  of  his  married 
life  were  spent  upon  a farm  in  the  same  county,  but  he  afterward  removed 
to  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  where  he  remained  four  years.  In 
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October,  1876,  he  settled  in  Defiance  county,  and  he  ever  after  resided  at 
the  family  homestead  in  Section  13,  Mark  township,  a fine  estate  of  four 
hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  made  valuable  improvements;  he  also  owned 
eighty  acres  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  In  addition  to  the  offices  already 
mentioned,  Mr.  Dickey  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Putnam  county, 
and  was  elected  to  the  same  office  in  Henry  county,  but  resigned.  He 
was  township  clerk  three  years,  and  assessor  of  Putnam  county  five  or 
six  years.  He  died  of  heart  failure  June  27,  1898. 

Mr.  Dickey,  as  is  his  widow,  was  a leading  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  and  interested  in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  for  some  three  years 
past  he  held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  his  excellent  judgment  being 
appreciated  by  his  co-workers  in  his  party  and  by  the  community  in  gen- 
eral. Of  the  ten  children  who  blessed  his  home  two  have  passed  away, 
Moses  dying  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  Pearl  in  infancy.  The  survivors 
are  Charles  E.,  Ella  J.  (wife  of  Jacob  Fraker),  Abbie  E.  (wife  of  Pomeroy 
Helmick),  and  Sidney  F.,  Berten  A.,  Alva  M.,  Eli  T.,  and  Audrey  P.,  all 
five  yet  at  home.  Of  this  family,  Charles  E.  married  Minta  Meese,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  live  in  Mark  township  (they  have  three  children — 
Charles  F.,  Robert  M.  and  an  infant  unnamed). 

John  and  Mary  (Deets)  Dickey,  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Susan  (Mrs.  John 

Shafer),  Mary  (Mrs.  Eli  Sigler),  Jonas  (deceased),  Jacob  (of  Putnam  county), 
Moses  W.  (our  subject),  Lydia  (Mrs.  Leven  Corkwell),  David  L.  (of  Put- 
nam county,  Ohio),  and  Eliza  (Mrs.  Levi  Troyer,  also  of  Putnam  county). 


MERARI  BUNAJAIT  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  PH.  C. 

In  reviewing  the  lives  of  those  whose  gallant  services  have  enabled  our 
“great  Republic  of  the  West”  to  maintain  its  continuity  and  power,  and  in 
so  doing  to  pass  to  increasing  glory,  it  is  indeed  most  fitting  that  we  should 
award  to  these  noble  heroes  the  honor  and  praise  emphatically  their  due,  while 
our  breasts  swell  with  gratitude  for  their  endurance  in  the  toilsome  march, 
their  heroism  in  the  fearful  charge — in  fine,  for  their  total  surrender  of  self 
to  all  the  contingencies  of  cruel  war. 

The  many  friends  of  Doctor  Stevens  will  be  deeply  interested  in  a record 
of  his  life — one  so  devoted  to  our  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  and  signalized 
in  after  years  by  benefactions  so  manifold  to  his  suffering  brethren  in  every 
station.  The  home  of  Harvey  Root  and  Hannah  Ann  fGale)  Stevens  was  at 
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Tyrone,  Livingston  county,  Michigan,  and  there  their  children — Monall  G. 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years),  Merari  Bunajah,  Alviso  B.  and 
Naomi  M. — were  born.  The  father  followed  the  vocation  of  a teacher  for  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years,  and,  besides,  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture and  brickmaking.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  at 
Tyrone  in  1863,  he  moved  to  New  York,  and,  entering  the  Union  army,  fell 
on  the  field  of  battle  the  following  spring,  as  will  be  seen  elsewhere  in  this 
sketch,  where  further  particulars  of  the  closing  events  of  his  life  are  also 
given. 

Alviso  B.  Stevens  is  a graduate  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  and  at  that  institution  holds  the  chair  of  pharmacy,  to  which  he  was 
called  six  years  ago.  Naomi  M.  Stevens  is  a lady  of  liberal  education,  and  has 
devoted  many  years  to  teaching,  possessing  an  enviable  reputation  as  a suc- 
cessful instructor.  She  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  duties  of  her  calling  at 
Moravia,  New  York. 

Merari  Bunajah  Stevens,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
March  14,  1845,  and  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  were  passed  in  the  Michigan 
home.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  accompanied  his  father  to  New  York,  and 
at  Medina,  in  that  State,  in  December  of  the  same  year  (1863),  both  father 
and  son,  inspired  with  the  love  of  country,  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Eighth 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery — this  action  being  in  the  highest  sense  voluntary, 
as  age  in  the  one  case  and  extreme  youth  in  the  other  exempted  them  from 
subjection  to  a draft  for  the  increase  of  the  army,  as  also  to  otlier  military 
duty.  They  soon  joined  their  regiment,  which  was  then  located  at  Baltimore, 
and  while  on  duty  there  the  son  was  afflicted  with  a severe  attack  of  inflam- 
matory rheumatism.  In  the  spring  of  1864  (while  he  was  suffering  from  it) 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  as  he  was  so  nearly  disabled  by 
the  swellings  attending  his  malady,  his  father  and  others  advised  him  to  go  to 
the  hospital ; but  the  same  spirit  that  inspired  the  lad  to  enlist  now  asserted 
itself,  and  impelled  him  forward,  still  persistently  on  to  the  front,  although 
suffering  excruciating  pain.  Keeping  up  with  his  company  and  regiment,  he 
was  ready  for  action,  and  with  them  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania, 
where  his  regiment  acted  as  infantry.  Their  next  engagement  was  at  North 
Anna  River,  and  this,  in  turn,  was  followed  by  the  desperate  conflict  of  Cold 
Harbor,  where,  in  the  brief  space  of  half  an  hour,  nearly  ten  thousand  Union 
soldiers  fell  dead  or  wounded  before  the  Confederate  intrenchments.  During 
a charge  on  the  enemy’s  fortifications  there,  his  father,  alas  ! was  shot  down  by 
his  side,  the  fatal  bullet  passing  through  the  hips  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  and  inflicting  a wound  from  which  he  died  twenty-eight  hours  later, 
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and  soon  for  him  the  scene  of  the  battle’s  roar  and  din  was  transformed  to  a 
peaceful,  quiet  spot— his  final  resting-place— his  son  paying  a last  sad  tribute 
of  affection  by  placing  a handkerchief  over  the  face  of  the  loved  one  as  the 
body  was  consigned  to  the  grave.  The  son  secured  the  deadly,  battered  bullet, 
which  he  still  keeps  as  a sad  memento. 

In  this  fearful  battle  their  regiment  lost  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  in 
killed  and  wounded;  but,  notwithstanding  this  depletion  in  numbers,  on  June 
16  and  18  it  moved  to  the  position  assigned  it  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  and 
June  22,  while  it  was  charging  the  Rebel  works  at  that  place,  the  son  received 
a severe  wound  over  the  stomach  from  an  exploding  shell,  which,  together 
with  rheumatism  and  other  chronic  troubles,  kept  him  in  hospital  at  Wash- 
ington and  the  Harwood  Hospital  at  Philadelphia  three  months,  during  which 
time  he  was  reduced  to  a mere  skeleton.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  having-  re- 
covered  to  some  extent — though  still  but  a mere  shadow  of  his  former  self — 
he,  with  other  wounded  soldiers,  was  ordered  before  the  board  of  surgeons 
for  examination  as  to  fitness  for  active  duty,  and,  wholly  unfit  though  he  was, 
was  ordered  to  the  front  again  without  even  the  semblance  of  a personal 
examination  by  the  board.  Obedient  to  the  command,  the  youthful  soldier’s 
pride  and  indignation  forbidding  remonstrance,  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  then 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  October  22  took  part  in  the  fight  at  Hatcher’s  Run. 
He  was  subsequently  one  of  a detachment  to  take  charge  of  a battery  before 
Petersburg,  where  he  served  from  December  9,  1864,  to  the  fall  of  Richmond 
and  Petersburg,  first  as  gunner,  then  as  acting  orderly,  and  later  as  corporal, 
having  been  thus  promoted.  After  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  in  Wash- 
ington that  followed  the  final  triumph,  he  was  discharged  and  mustered  out 
of  the  service  June  30,  1865,  and  though  physically  almost  a wreck,  and 
deprived  of  the  companionship  of  him  by  whose  side  he  had  marched  against 
the  enemy,  he  returned  to  the  paths  of  peace  with  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
having  done  his  duty  to  his  country  in  its  time  of  peril,  and  bearing  a noble 
heritage  in  the  sonship  of  a martyred  hero. 

After  a short  stay  in  New  York,  the  youth  proceeded  to  Michigan,  and 
wisely  resumed  his  interrupted  studies.  Locating  at  Fenton,  in  that  State,  he 
attended  school  there  two  years,  when  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Wells  B.  Fox,  M.  D.,  at  Parshallville,  and  later  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating  in  1869. 
Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion with  his  former  preceptor.  Doctor  Fox,  then  located  at  Byron,  Michigan, 
and  this  partnership  existed  until  the  reopening  of  the  university  in  the  fall, 
when  he  again  became  a student  there,  completing  the  course  in  pharmacy 
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the  next  year.  He  then  resumed  practice  at  Byron,  without  a partner,  how- 
ever, remaining  there  until  1875,  which  year  was  made  memorable  by  his 
appointment  as  delegate  from  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Michigan  to  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
by  his  matriculation  at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’76.  A brief  stay  at  Byron 
followed;  then,  in  December,  1876,  he  located  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Successful  from  the  first,  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence  there, 
the  Doctor  has  achieved  a well-merited  reputation  as  an  able  general  prac- 
titioner and  highly  skillful  surgeon;  indeed,  he  has  attained  a degree  of 
eminence  that  places  him  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  He  is  established  in 
an  extensive  practice,  and  by  reason  of  his  celebrity  is  frequently  called  to 
operate  in  the  most  difficult  cases  of  surgery.  He  held  the  position  of  United 
States  examining  surgeon  for  pensions  for  several  years,  and  is  at  present 
a member  of  the  Defiance  County  Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society,  the  Northwestern  Medical  Society,  and  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

I11  1870,  at  Fenton,  Michigan,  Doctor  Stevens  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Irene  Boice,  who  died  January  29,  1873,  leaving  one  son,  Harry 
B.,  born  January  19,  1873,  at  present  a student  m his  father’s  office.  In 
February,  1878,  the  Doctor  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Nettie  Brower, 
and  to  this  union  a son,  Harry  B.,  was  born  May  22,  1879.  The  mother 
passed  away  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  On  March  21,  1883,  the  Doctor 
was  married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Ellen  Amelia  Ames,  the  only 
daughter  of  Rev.  Lucius  F.  Ames  (a  Baptist  minister)  and  Amelia  Bennett 
Ames,  both  of  New  England  stock.  She  had  three  brothers:  Henry  Judson, 
who  died  in  infancy ; Edwin  L.  Ames,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin ; and  Lewis 
Franklin  Ames,  of  Wauseon,  Ohio.  The  two  brothers  are  enjoying  large 
and  lucrative  practices  as  dental  surgeons  in  their  respective  locations.  Mrs. 
Stevens  has  been  actively  engaged  in  church  and  charity  work.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  are  Gale  A.,  born  August  31,  1885;  Edwin  Burr,  born  June 
24,  1889  ; and  Frank  Bennett,  born  July  28,  1893.  The  family  resides  in  a 
commodious  and  delightful  home  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Wayne  streets, 
while  adjoining  stands  the  Doctor’s  office — a substantial  and  well-equipped 
building  erected  by  himself. 

Doctor  Stevens  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ; politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  thirty- 
nine  years.  His  strict  integrity  and  honor  shed  a bright  luster  on  his  char- 
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acter,  and,  with  other  noble  qualities,  strength  of  intellect,  mental  culture  and 
professional  ability,  combine  to  render  him  a valued  and  highly-esteemed 
citizen  of  the  community. 


MAJOR  VIRGIL  H.  MOATS. 

Among  our  country’s  heroes,  who  for  gallant  services  in  the  Federal 
cause  in  the  Civil  war  were  justly  honored  by  promotion  to  a higher  rank 
and  title,  we  find  the  name  of  the  patriot  (now  deceased)  who  is  the  subject 
of  this  memoir. 

Virgil  H.  Moats  was  a native  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  born  May  5, 
1827,  in  LTica  township,  where  he  was  reared.  He  received  an  education 
that  fitted  him  for  teaching,  which  vocation  he  followed  to  some  extent 
in  early  manhood.  In  1849  he  gave  up  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  locating  on  a farm  in  Delaware  township, 
Defiance  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  army, 
thus  adding  another  name  to  the  list  of  intelligent  and  educated  agricul- 
turists. 

In  early  life  he  was  married  at  Newark,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  McKin- 
ney, and  they  had  two  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living' — Frank,  a 
farmer  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Moats  died  June  4,  1854,  at  Brunersburg,  Defi- 
ance county,  Ohio,  and  May  13,  1855,  Mr.  Moats  was  married  in  Farmer 
township,  Defiance  county,  to  Miss  Eliza  Richardson,  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  February  26,  1833.  To  this  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William  F.,  Flattie  I.,  Douglas  and  Charles  V.  Their 

only  daughter  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The  sons  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Delaware  township.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Moats, 
John  L.  Richardson  and  Delia  (nee  McCulloch),  his  wife,  were  originally 
from  Vermont. 

About  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war,  our  subject, 
in  1847,  enlisted  as  a cavalryman  in  a company  recruited  in  Newark,  Ohio, 
served  as  corporal  and  was  mustered  out  in  1848.  In  the  spring  of  1862 
Mr.  Moats,  with  undiminished  patriotic  zeal,  enlisted  in  the  Forty-eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and,  receiving  a commission  as  captain  of  Com- 
pany F,  served  in  this  command  until  the  21st  of  the  following  February, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  His  regiment  had  been 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  West,  and  after  participating  in  the  battles  of 
Pittsburg  Landing  and  Memphis,  it  moved  forward  to  join  the  Union  forces 
advancing  upon  the  enemy  in  their  stronghold  of  Vicksburg.  During  an 
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assault  on  that  city  May  22,  1863,  Major  Moats  received  a wound,  from 
the  effects  of  which  he  died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  13,  1863,  and  thus 
the  family  were  called  to  mourn  an  irreparable  loss  and  the  community  an 
honored  and  influential  citizen,  Major  Moats  having  been  identified  with 
its  interests  and  prominent  in  matters  pertaining  to  local  progress  for  a 
number  of  years.  During  his  residence  in  Delaware  township  he  served 
several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  four  years  as  sheriff  of  Defiance 
county.  Mrs.  Eliza  Moats  resides  in  Delaware  township.  Her  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  she  is  a member. 

William  F.  Moats,  the  eldest  son,  and  who  is  a farmer  in  Delaware 
township,  married  Annie  Welche,  of  New  York  City,  and  they  have  three 
sons:  LeRoy,  Guy,  and  Forest  H.  Douglas,  the  second  son,  married 
Adella  Garver,  of  Washington  township,  Defiance  county,  and  they  have 
two  sons  living:  Wright  and  Burton  H.  (they  lost  one  son  named  Glen). 
Charles  V.,  the  third  son  of  Alajor  and  Mrs.  Moats,  married  Cora  McCarty, 
of  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  Ohio  (who  died  August  19,  1891),  and  one 
child,  Cora  Floy,  was  born  to  them. 


JOHN  BERGER. 

Mr.  Berger,  ex-Mayor  of  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  is  an  honored 
representative  of  a family  whose  paternal  ancestry  have  been  of  American 
birth  for  more  than  a century.  The  homes  of  the  more  remote  progenitors 
were  in  the  land  of  the  Rhine,  whence  Michael  Berger,  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  emigrated  to  the  New  World  several 
years  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  led  to  seek  a home  here  in 
order  to  secure  freedom  of  religious  belief.  His  faith  was  of  the  reformed 
type  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  not  wholly  in  accord  with  the  belief  of  that 
body  as  it  existed  in  Germany  at  that  day.  Fie  was  then  a young  man, 
and  alone  left  country  and  friends  to  enter  upon  the  untried  life  induced 
by  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  He  located  in  Pennsylvania,  near  Phila- 
delphia, and,  imbibing  the  spirit  of  his  adopted  country  as  the  Revolution- 
ary days  brought  the  ferment  of  those  troublous  times  to  a crisis,  joined  the 
army  and  helped  the  colonies  to  free  themselves  from  the  British  yoke. 

The  home  of  Michael  Berger  and  his  wife  was  on  a farm  near  Phila- 
delphia, and  we  find,  as  we  follow  the  line  of  descent,  that  here  their  son, 
Jacob  Berger,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born.  He  was  reared 
amid  the  scenes  of  the  farm,  life  of  those  early  days  of  the  Nation's  history. 

Jacob  Berger  made  his  first  home  after  his  marriage  in  Berks  county, 
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Pennsylvania,  but  in  1802  moved  to  Ohio,  and  located  near  New  Lisbon, 
Columbiana  county,  on  a farm  he  had  purchased  consisting  of  about  one 
section  of  land  heavily  timbered  with  oak,  beech,  walnut,  poplar  and  other 
forest  trees.  He  entered  upon  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  it,  but 
in  1810,  after  a residence  of  eight  years  there,  death  closed  his  active  life. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  death  of  his  wife 
occurred  three  years  afterward,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  brick  church 
cemetery  near  New  Lisbon.  They  left  a family  of  three  children:  Samuel,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  follows;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Bricker,  a farmer;  and  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Absalom  Bray,  who  served  two  terms  as  probate  judge  of  Van 
Wert  county,  Ohio.  He  died  about  1878. 

Samuel  Berger  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  his  educational  train- 
ing in  the  common  schools.  He  married  Mary  W orman,  a descendant  of 
German  ancestry,  and  made  his  permanent  home  on  the  farm  near  New 
Lisbon.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children,  the  eldest  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  other  children  in  the  order  of  their  birth  are  as  follows:  Jacob, 
a physician,  who  was  in  active  practice  thirty  years  at  Franklin  Square, 
Ohio  ; David,  a talented  young  man,  who  became  a student  for  the  ministry 
at  Wittenberg  College,  but  died  in  April,  1853,  only  a few  days  before  his 
anticipated  graduation;  Samuel,  a farmer  residing  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa; 
Susan,  who  died  in  1854  at  the  age  of  eighteen  (unmarried);  Solomon,  who 
died  in  Columbiana  county  in  1894;  Joseph,  a resident  of  Hicksville;  John, 
who  was  mayor  of  Hicksville  for  two  years;  and  Emily,  living  unmarried 
near  Salem,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  at  the  homestead  in 
1854,  and  after  her  death  Mr.  Berger  married  Lavina  Crowl,  a daughter 
of  John  Crowl,  and  of  this  union  were  born  the  following  children:  Mary, 
wife  of  Wesley  Grover,  of  New  Lisbon;  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Halverstadt, 
of  New  Lisbon;  and  Hiram,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was 
a student  at  Mount  Union  College  five  years,  and  after  his  graduation  from 
that  institution  completed  a four-years’  course  of  study  at  Boston  Uni- 
versity. His  present  charge  is  at  Marion,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Berger  was  a man  of  fine  natural  ability,  and  this,  together 
with  his  wide  knowledge  and  keen  sense  of  justice,  combined  with  charac- 
teristic devotion  to  its  maintenance,  rendered  him  a counsellor  able  and 
trusted  in  all  emergencies;  and  his  neighboring  citizens  were  wont  to 
make  his  home  the  general  resort  for  consultation  in  all  legal  matters.  He 
served  as  administrator  of  many  estates,  was  county  commissioner  for  six 
years,  and  his  services  were  in  requisition  for  many  minor  offices  of  trust. 
He  died  at  the  family  home  on  the  old  farm  July  13,  1887,  and  was  buried 
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in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  Berger  Lutheran  church,  both  church  and 
cemetery  occupying  ground  donated  by  him  from  his  farm,  from  which  he 
also  generously  gave  land  for  the  Reformed  Church  and  cemetery. 

John  Berger,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Worman)  Berger,  was  born 
and  reared  at  the  homestead,  near  New  Lisbon,  the  ordinary  events  of  his 
boyhood  days  being  varied.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native 
place,  supplementing'  it  with  a year’s  study  at  Mount  Union  College.  When 
not  quite  eighteen  years  of  age,  actuated  by  that  resolute  courage  and 
devotion  to  the  sense  of  right  that  had  characterized  his  ancestors,  and  was 
already  manifest  in  the  present  generation,  two  of  his  brothers  having 
responded  to  the  Nation’s  call  for  volunteers,  he  joined  the  Union  army, 
enlisting  August  14,  1864,  in  Company  J,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  regiment  belonged  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  with  it  he  went  forward  to 
active  duty,  participating  in  the  battle  of  The  Cedars,  also  the  battle  of 
Nashville  on  December  14  and  15,  1864.  After  campaigning  through  Ten- 
nessee to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  they  were  transferred  to  Washington  and 
stationed  at  Camp  Stoneman,  near  the  city,  for  two  weeks,  when  they  were 
sent  on  the  ocean  steamer  “Ariel”  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  thence 
to  Beaufort,  and  thence  to  Newbern.  Moving  on  with  his  division  from 
that  point,  this  young  soldier  took  part  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Goldsboro 
campaign  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  campaign  he 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Beaufort  on  account  of  ill  health  induced  by  a 
sunstroke,  and  shortly  afterward  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 
He  was  mustered  out  June  6,  1865.  He  had  passed  through  sharp  fighting 
and  severe  service  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  yet  escaped  without  seri- 
ous injury,  his  only  wound  being  a very  slight  one  in  the  knee,  received  in 
his  first  engagement — the  battle  of  The  Cedars.  He  was  an  invalid  during 
the  summer  following  the  close  of  his  army  life.  In  the  following  January 
he  went  to  Marshall  county,  Iowa,  and  spent  nearly  a year  with  his  brother 
Samuel — one  of  the  brothers  before  referred  to  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  He  and  his  brother  Joseph  each  served  three  years,  the 
former  in  the  Second  Colorado'  Cavalry,  and  the  latter  in  the  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

John  Berger  left  his  brother’s  home  in  Iowa  in  December  and  set  out 
on  an  overland  trip  to-  Oregon,  proceeding  as  far  as  Fort  Kearney,  Nebraska, 
when  the  Indian  war  broke  out,  causing  him  to  turn  his  course  eastward 
and  return  to  his  home  in  Ohio.  A year  of  study  at  Mount  Union  College 
followed,  after  which  he  spent  several  years  at  home  assisting  his  father 
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on  the  farm.  He  came  to  Hicksville  in  September,  1871,  making  but  a 
brief  stay,  however,  and  the  winter  of  1871-72  found  him  a teacher  in  Van 
Wert  county.  After  the  close  of  his  school  he  remained  there  visiting-  in 
the  family  of  his  uncle,  Judge  Bray,  until  the  following  July,  when  he 
returned  to  Hicksville,  and  here  spent  the  winter  of  1872-73  as  a teacher. 
In  the  spring  of  1873  he  entered  the  grist  and  planing  mill  at  this  place, 
where  he  remained  until  1890,  and  in  connection  with  his  business  there 
acted  as  clerk  of  the  Hicksville  corporation  from  April,  1878,  to  April,  1890. 
Being  elected  mayor  that  year,  he  served  in  that  office  from  April  until 
October,  when  he  resigned  and  gave  his  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  new 
position  as  postmaster,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  President 
then  in  office— Benjamin  Harrison — continuing  therein  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term,  September  1,  1894.  A period  of  rest  from  active  labor 
followed;  then  in  April,  1896,  receiving  the  compliment  of  a second  elec- 
tion as  mayor  of  the  place,  he  again  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office, 
in  which  he  continued  until  April  1,  1898.  He  was  also'  a justice  of  the 
peace  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  mayor  for  the  second  term. 

On  November  6,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Crowl,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Crowl,  a prominent  citizen  of  Hicksville,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Adella,  born  January  7,  1880.  Mr.  Berger  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  being  Chap- 
lain of  the  Post  for  one  year.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
for  eight  years,  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church. 


HORACE  P.  MILLER. 

The  blood  that  courses  through  the  veins  of  the  subject  of  this  review 
derives  its  source  from  three  of  the  great  peoples  of  the  world,  the  most  power- 
ful and  progressive  in  all  its  history.  To  the  argumentative,  brave  and  brainy 
Scotch  is  attributed  the  family  name  of  Miller  ; while  by  intermarriages  the 
blood  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  of  the  studious  German  is  freely  intermingled. 
From  these  sources  Mr.  Miller  inherited  qualities  that,  combined,  reflect  credit 
upon  the  countries  from  which  sprang  his  remote  ancestry. 

On  the  Miller  side,  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Jona- 
than Miller,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  lived  in  Tompkins  county, 
New  York,  dying  there  in  1816,  where  our  subject’s  father,  William  Miller, 
wTas  born  in  1808,  and  therefore  was  a lad  of  eight  years  when  his  father  died. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  and  in  1830,  being  then  an  unmarried 
man,  migrated  west  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Akron,  Summit  county.  At  that 
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place,  in  1832,  he  married  Miss  Phoebe  Parker,  a daughter  of  Richard  Parker, 
a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  the  owner  of  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  that 
vicinity.  The  Parkers  were  from  an  old  New  England  family  of  English 
extraction,  and  prominent  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  After  his  marriage  William 
Miller  kept  a hotel  at  Scipio,  same  county,  for  some  years,  but  subsequently 
removed  to  Lockport,  Ohio.  He  was  an  old-school  Democrat,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast,  while  living  in  New  York,  for  Andrew  Jackson; 
so  warm  was  his  political  ardor  on  that  occasion,  that  he  walked  six  miles 
barefooted  over  rough  and  stony  roads  to  deposit  his  ballot,  arriving  home 
after  the  twelve-mile  walk,  with  feet  bruised,  cut  and  bleeding.  In  his  religious 
views  he  was  sincere,  charitable  toward  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a Universa- 
list  in  belief ; his  wife  was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  a substantial  and  well-to-do  citizen,  as  well  as  prominent  and  influential. 

For  many  years  he  served  as  a colonel  in  the  State  militia,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  raised  a regiment  of  men  to  serve  in  the  Union  army,  of  which  he 
was  elected  colonel.  He  proceeded  with  his  regiment  as  far  as  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  stricken  with  a sickness  that  deprived  him  of  the  power 
of  speech,  and  was  obliged  to  resign  and  return  home.  His  biographers  speak 
of  him  as  a very  humane  man,  exceptionally  kind  and  generous  to  the  poor 
and  those  in  trouble.  lie  died  at  Lockport,  Ohio,  December  16,  1877,  and  his 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  from  the  following  appropriate  text : “The 
memory  of  the  just  is  blessed.”  His  wife  passed  away  in  1894,  also  at  Lock- 
port,  Ohio.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children:  Malissa  and  Richard  (both 
deceased)  ; Charity  M.,  who  married  C.  D.  Caulkins,  and  lives  at  Stryker, 
Ohio;  Horace  P.,  our  subject;  Alice  J.,  who  married  John  L.  Holton,  also  of 
Stryker,  Ohio;  Martha  (deceased);  and  William  P.,  a resident  of  Los 
Angeles,  California. 

Horace  P.  Miller,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Lock- 
port,  Ohio,  September  24,  1848,  and  was  reared  under  the  watchful  care  of  his 
parents,  and  amid  the  best  social  surroundings  and  influences.  He  studied 
at  the  Lockport  schools  until  eighteen  years  old,  his  education  being  supple- 
mented with  a course  of  one  year’s  study  at  Leona  (Michigan)  College.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  was  there  given  charge  of 
a construction  train  employed  in  the  building  of  the  railroad  from  Galva, 
Illinois,  to  New  Boston,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  This  position  he  filled 
nearly  a year,  when  he  returned  to  Lockport  and  farmed  for  two  seasons.  On 
September  22,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  S.  Beaty,  who  was  born 
in  West  Unity,  Ohio,  October  7,  1850,  a daughter  of  George  Beaty,  a farmer 
of  that  place.  In  1873  Mr.  Miller  accepted  a position  with  O.  T.  Letcher  & 


5 


86 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Co.,  wholesale  produce  dealers  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  as  their  buyer  of  wool,  seeds, 
live  stock  and  produce,  an  occupation  that  necessitated  his  traveling  exten- 
sively over  the  surrounding  country.  So  satisfactory  was  this  connection  that 
he  remained  with  Letcher  & Co.  until  1878,  when  Mr.  Miller  decided  to  estab- 
lish a produce  business  on  his  own  account,  and  accordingly  associated  himself 
with  G.  Morgan,  under  the  firm  name  of  Morgan  & Miller,  produce  merchants 
at  Defiance.  The  business  was  continued  until  1884,  when  he  bought  out  his 
partner’s  interests,  and  successfully  and  profitably  conducted  the  business  until 
it  assumed  immense  proportions,  ten-fold  greater  than  in  1884,  and  H.  P. 
Miller  became  an  honored  and  familiar  name  in  almost  every  household  in 
four  surrounding  counties,  wherein  he  purchased  the  bulk  of  the  butter,  eggs 
and  poultry  produced  in  their  borders.  Often,  during  the  busy  season,  he 
ships  from  one  to  two  car-loads  a day,  while  the  business  is  largely  augmented 
by  the  buying  and  shipping  of  hides,  tallow,  wool,  seeds,  etc.,  the  aggregate 
shipments  in  value  being  from  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually.  In  1895  he  organized  his  business  into  a 
stock  company  known  as  the  IT.  P.  Miller  Co.,  capital  stock  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  with  H.  P.  Miller  president,  and  his  son,  Frank  G.  Miller,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  It  is  the  most  extensive  concern  of  the  kind  in  northwestern 
Ohio,  and  has  business  connections  with  all  parts  of  the  country. 

In  the  city  of  Defiance  no  man  holds  the  respect  and  esteem  of  its  citizens 
in  a greater  degree  than  does  H.  P.  Miller,  while  as  a business  man  he  occu- 
pies the  front  rank.  Conservative  yet  enterprising  and  progressive,  of  excellent 
executive  power,  he  possesses  a mind  that  grasps,  directs  and  operates  success- 
fully the  intricate  machinery  necessary  to  conduct  a great  enterprise,  one  that 
with  all  its  ramifications  and  countless  details,  requires  a man  possessed  of 
tireless  industry,  unflagging  energy,  sound  judgment,  and  ability  to  give 
prompt  and  correct  decision  in  scores  of  cases  arising  every  day.  All  of  these 
qualities  are  possessed  by  Mr.  Miller  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  is  well  attested 
by  the  immense  and  successful  business  he  has  established,  and  of  which  he  is 
still  the  ruling  and  directing  spirit.  In  addition  to  the  enterprise  mentioned  he 
has  yet  found  time  to  interest  himself  in  other  affairs  in  his  city.  He  is  one 
of  the  founders  of  “The  Defiance  Grocery  Company,”  a very  prosperous  con- 
cern in  which  he  is  a stockholder  and  director  ; is  a stockholder  in  the  “Defiance 
Bicycle  Works,”  and  is  the  owner  of  a valuable  business  block  on  Clinton  street. 
Defiance,  and  of  the  old  homestead  farm  at  Lockport,  Ohio. 

In  religion  Mr.  Miller  followed  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  charitable  to 
every  one's  opinion  and  liberal  to  all,  and  has  by  contributions  assisted  in 
building  nearly  every  church  edifice  that  has  been  erected  in  Defiance  and 
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surrounding  country  since  his  residence  in  the  city,  while  in  support  of  same 
he  cheerfully  responds  to  the  calls  of  all  denominations.  He  also  inherits  to  a 
large  degree  the  humane  and  generous  characteristics  of  his  father,  and  many 
are  his  unostentatious  offerings  to  less  fortunate  fellow  citizens.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  advocating  the  principles  of  that  party  on  all  occa- 
sions. Though  not  a politician  in  the  sense  of  seeking  office,  he  has  been  an 
efficient  worker  and  organizer  in  the  interests  of  the  party,  and  has  been 
chairman  and  treasurer  of  the  County  Democratic  Executive  Committee  in 
every  Presidential  campaign  from  1880  to  1892,  inclusive,  and  served  as  a 
delegate  on  various  occasions  to  the  Democratic  State  and  Congressional  Con- 
ventions. Owing,  however,  to  the  pressure  of  his  large  and  ever-growing- 
business  cares,  he  has  always  declined  nomination  for  office  when  tendered  to 
him  by  his  party  associates.  Socially  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  a family  of  four  children,  named  and 
described  as  follows:  (1)  Frank  G.,  born  July  26,  1871,  is  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  H.  P.  Miller  Co.;  (2)  Claude  W.,  born  April  17,  1875,  who 
when  a young  man  of  twenty,  of  great  promise,  and  richly  endowed  by  nature, 
while  on  a visit  to  an  uncle  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  was  stricken  with 
diphtheria ; the  parents  were  telegraphed  for,  but  they  arrived  only  in  time 
for  the  cherished  son  to  die  in  his  father’s  arms  on  June  27,  1895  (the  remains 
were  temporarily  interred  at  Los  Angeles)  ; (3)  Grade,  born  August  4,  1883, 
died  February  24,  1884;  (4)  Glenn  B.,  born  June  13,  1886,  is  attending 
school.  Mr.  Miller  and  family  reside  in  the  commodious  and  modern  resi- 
dence, No.  665  Wayne  street,  built  by  him  in  1891,  and  fitted  with  all  modern 
conveniences,  furnace,  bath-rooms,  etc.,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  hospitable 
and  pleasant  homes  in  Defiance. 

If  men,  who  have  risen  to  eminence  and  wealth  wholly  by  their  own 
individual  natural  ability  and  exertion,  can  be  called  self-made,  and  the 
architect  of  their  own  fortunes,  certainly  Mr.  Miller  may  be  justly  so  de- 
scribed, as  he  began  life  with  nothing  save  with  what  nature  endowed  him, 
and  the  good,  temperate  habits  of  life  taught  him  by  his  parents.  As  seen 
in  the  perusal  of  this  sketch,  after  being  employed  by  others  for  several  years, 
he,  with  the  earnings  thus  secured,  and  accumulated  by  judicious  thrift,  was 
enabled  to  establish  a business  that  by  sound  judgment,  thorough  business 
methods  and  remarkable  financiering,  he  has  developed  into  its  present  mam- 
moth proportions.  A man  of  broad,  acute  and  comprehensive  mind,  un- 
blemished record  and  sterling  integrity,  his  name  stands  as  the  synonym  for 
honorable  citizenship  and  worthy  enterprise. 
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REV.  JOHN  WESLY  LILLY. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Lilly,  a presiding'  elder  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren in  Christ,  and  former  pastor  of  that  church  in  Hicksville,  is  numbered 
among'  the  highly  esteemed  and  valued  citizens  of  that  place. 

He  is  descended  from  English  ancestry,  both  of  his  parents  having  been 
natives  of  England.  His  early  paternal  ancestry  were  farmers  and  land 
owners  near  Lincoln,  Lincolnshire.  The  last  of  this  line  to  pass  his  days 
in  those  ancestral  homes,  and  to  be  laid  with  his  fathers  in  their  final  rest- 
ing-place, was  Lincoln  Lilly,  the  father  of  John  Lilly  and  a grandfather 

of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Lincoln  Lilly  married Copeland, 

who  likewise  lived  and  died  in  England. 

John  Lilly  was  the  second  son  in  their  family,  and  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  his  father’s  estate  received  his  share  accordingly.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a shoemaker  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  emi- 
grated to  the  New  World,  locating  temporarily  in  Canada,  where  he  found 
employment.  He  subsequently  came  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  set- 
tled near  Plymouth,  engaging  there  in  husbandry,  and  combining  with  this 
occupation  the  labors  of  a local  minister  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren in  Christ.  He  there  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Bertha  Cutler, 
a native  of  London,  who  with  two  brothers,  named  Robert  and  James,  had 
emigrated  to  America  and  made  Ohio  their  adopted  home  about  the  time 
her  new  acquaintance,  John  Lilly,  settled  there.  The  friendship  then  formed 
ripened  to  an  affection  that  was  consummated  in  a matrimonial  union;  and 
we  find  that  after  a residence  near  Plymouth  till  about  1849,  John  Lilly 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Gorham  township,  near  Layette,  Pulton  county, 
this  State,  and  located  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres. 

They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Mary  Ann,  born 

January  16,  1842,  married  Andrew  Bear,  and  died  in  the  winter  of  1896-97 
(Mr.  Bear  died  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion); 
Mathew,  born  October  11,  1843,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  E.,  born  August 
27,  1845,  a^so  died  in  infancy;  John  Wesly,  born  Lebruary  8,  1847,  *s  our 
subject;  Eliza  C.,  born  November  4,  1849,  married  B.  B.  Jones  in  1867, 
and  resides  in  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan;  and  Aaron  B.,  born  December  4, 
1852,  married  (first)  Amanda  McQuillan,  and  (second)  wedded  Emma  Mc- 
Millan, and  makes  his  home  in  Huntington,  Indiana.  John  Lilly  resided 
on  the  farm  near  Layette  to  an  advanced  age.  Retiring  later  in  life  to 
Pioneer,  Williams  county,  he  there  passed  most  of  his  declining  years. 
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His  wife  died  April  17,  1890;  his  death  occurred  near  Ransom  Center, 
Michigan,  July  8,  1893,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  that  place. 
Mrs.  Lilly  was  of  the  same  religious  faith  as  her  husband,  both  being  mem- 
bers of  the  U.  B.  Church. 

John  Wesly  Lilly  was  born  in  the  home  near  Plymouth,  and  in  the 
local  schools  of  the  new  home  near  Fayette  received  his  early  educational 
training,  attending  them  until  he  was  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age.  At 
the  latter  age  he  took  one  term  of  tuition  in  a graded  school.  During  the 
following  winter  (1866-67)  ^ie  engaged  in  teaching,  after  which  he  entered 
Hillsdale  College  (Michigan),  and  by  his  labors  as  an  educator  during  the 
winter  seasons  secured  the  means  requisite  for  his  continuance  in  college 
two  years.  During  the  two  years  that  followed  his  college  life  he  continued 
his  work  as  an  educator  six  terms,  spending  two  of  them  in  graded  schools. 
Having  purchased  a piece  of  land,  he  then  turned  to  practical  account  the 
knowledge  acquired  on  the  home  farm  in  his  boyhood  days,  alternating 
agricultural  labors  in  the  summer  with  teaching  in  the  winter  for  two  years, 
and,  his  tastes  inclining  to  the  legal  profession,  applying  himself  in  con- 
nection with  his  educational  work  to  reading  and  study  in  preparation  for 
this  profession.  He  also  arranged  with  a lawyer  of  Adrian,  Michigan,  to 
read  law  in  his  office ; but  before  the  time  came  for  entering  upon  his  study 
there  he  attended  a Methodist  revival  meeting  held  in  a place  where  he  had 
attended  a graded  school,  and  presided  over  by  Rev.  John  R.  Colgan.  He 
was  led  to  attend  the  meeting  through  curiosity,  but  his  curiosity  gave 
place  to  serious  interest,  which  resulted  in  his  conversion  and  relinquish- 
ment of  the  study  of  law  for  that  of  theology,  and  in  the  following  spring — 
that  of  1872 — he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
at  Hamer,  Williams  county,  Ohio. 

He  then  began  his  theological  studies  in  preparation  for  his  sacred 
work,  and  in  August  of  that  year  received  from  the  Quarterly  Conference 
a license  to  preach.  In  September,  1873,  he  was  licensed  by  the  Annual 
Conference,  held  at  Swan  Creek,  Ohio,  the  presiding  bishop  of  which  was 
Rev.  Jonathan  Weaver,  D.  D.,  a noted  minister  and  orator  of  that  Church; 
and  by  that  Conference — the  North  Ohio — he  received  the  appointment 
to  the  Ransom  Center  circuit.  He  served  in  that  charge  three  years,  being 
twice  reappointed,  and  during  the  third  year  one  hundrded  and  ten  new 
members  were  received  into  Church  fellowship.  In  1876  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Morenci  Circuit,  in  Michigan,  where  he  likewise  received  two  reap- 
pointments, thus  making  his  service  in  that  field  of  labor  three  years.  The 
following  extract  from  a sketch  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lilly,  published  in  1892,  in  the 
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“Hicksville  News,"  shows  the  high  character  and  corresponding  estimate  of 
his  labors  from  the  inception  of  his  ministerial  work,  in  1873: 

"Since  that  time  his  life  has  been  one  of  incessant  toil  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  he  had  espoused.  At  the  end  of  his  second  pastorate,  when 
he  had  been  in  the  ministry  six  years,  he  received  the  well-merited  sum- 
mons to  come  up  higher,  and  was  elected  to  the  presiding-  eldership  of  his 
Church,  and  served  in  that  capacity  with  eminent  satisfaction  for  eight 
years,  having  different  districts  under  his  supervision.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  trustee  of  Otterbein  University,  a position  he  still 
holds.  His  council,  wisdom  and  acknowledged  leadership  has  always  been 
in  demand,  and  on  three  successive  occasions  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
represent  his  Conference,  the  North  Ohio,  as  a delegate  to  the  General 
Conference,  one  of  the  highest  positions  in  the  gift  of  the  Church,  and  also 
the  highest  body  or  tribunal  that  governs  the  Church,  and  is  in  fact  the 
court  of  last  resort.  He  was  elected  by  his  Conference  as  a member  of  the 
court  of  appeals  in  1889,  a position  he  is  eminently  qualified  to  fill,  and 
which  he  still  holds.  As  a pastor  he  has  been  very  successful,  and  during 
ten  years  of  his  labor  he  has  taken  into  the  Church  over  six  hundred  mem- 
bers. Their  present  beautiful  edifice  in  Hicksville  is  the  fifth  church  that 
has  been  built  under  his  immediate  supervision,  and  on  fields  where  he  was 
laboring  in  his  Master's  vineyard,  and  speaks  in  the  strongest  language  of 
his  great  ability  as  an  organizer  and  successful  minister. 

“He  is  now  serving  his  second  pastorate  here,  and  is  rapidly  strengthen- 
ing the  Church,  and  growing  in  favor  among  all  our  people.  He  is  at 
present  a member  of  our  school  board  and  town  council,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  lights  agitating  the  location  of  a normal  school  at  this  place,  an 
institution  he  looks  upon  as  a great  benefit  to  our  town  and  community. 
Perhaps  no  minister  in  Hicksville  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  preach  as 
many  funeral  sermons  as  Mr.  Lilly,  which  is  only  another  testimony  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  our  people,  whether  members  of  his 
Church  or  of  some  other  body.  Mr.  Lilly  is  popular  as  a public  speaker 
no  less  than  a minister  and  is  ever  in  demand  on  public  occasions.  He  is 
one  of  those  happy  souls  we  are  always  glad  to  meet.  While  preserving 
the  dignity  of  his  calling,  he  is  always  prepared  to  relate  a good  joke  to 
fit  an  occasion.  Aside  from  his  sterling  worth  as  a man  and  a Christian 
worker,  he  is  gifted  with  an  enviable  attribute  that  has  something  to  do 
with  making  him  friends,  and  that  is  his  never-lagging  interest  in  his  fellows. 
In  him  the  truth  of  the  proverb  that  ‘He  who  would  have  friends  must  show 
himself  friendly’  is  amply  verified.’’ 
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The  presiding  eldership  referred  to  in  this  extract  was  that  of  the  East 
District  and  the  Center  District  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  the  former 
having  been  under  his  supervision  two  years,  and  the  latter  six — a period 
of  four  years  intervening,  ‘during  the  first  three  of  which  he  served  in  the 
pastorate  of  the  Hicksville  Circuit,  and  the  last  year  in  the  Waterloo 
Circuit,  Indiana. 

On  January  28,  1872,  Mr.  Lilly  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Arissie  Amsbaugh.  Locating  near  Fayette  after  their  marriage,  they  made 
that  place  their  home  until  Mr.  Lilly  entered  into  the  pastorate  of  the  Hicks- 
ville Circuit,  in  the  fall  of  1881,  when  they  removed  to  this  place,  and,  later 
changing  their  residence  to  Waterloo,  resided  there  three  years.  In  1890 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  presiding  eldership,  but  resigned,  the  failing  health 
of  his  wife  demanding  his  presence  at  home,  and,  receiving  a second  ap- 
pointment to  the  pastorate  of  the  U.  B.  Church  at  Hicksville,  served  there 
two  years. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  former  pastorate  here  the  church  mem- 
bership, numbering  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  on  his  arrival, 
was  increased  by  sixty-six  new  members,  and  during  the  same  pastorate  the 
brick  parsonage  was  built.  During  his  second  pastorate  here,  adminis- 
tered with  characteristic  energy  and  ability,  the  present  handsome  church 
edifice  was  erected.  It  is  the  finest  house  of  worship  in  this  section.  The 
auditorium  has  a seating  capacity  of  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  this  can 
be  increased  to  over  six  hundred  by  opening  three  smaller  rooms  that  com- 
municate by  folding  doors.  The  entire  cost  of  the  structure  was  eleven 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  subscriptions  for  seven  thousand  dollars 
were  received  by  the  soliciting  committee,  Mr.  Lilly  and  Henry  Bricker, 
before  the  work  of  building  was  begun. 

A mark  of  Mr.  Lilly's  popularity  during  the  years  of  his  pastoral  charge 
of  this  circuit  was  manifest  in  the  many  calls  he  received  to  officiate  on 
wedding  and  funeral  occasions.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Wauseon  Circuit,  and  after  serving  there  one  year  was  again  elected  presid- 
ing elder,  his  appointment  being  of  the  North  District  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference;  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  continuously  re-elected  pre- 
siding elder.  He  is  now  serving  on  the  South  District. 

Mrs.  Lilly  died  March  10,  1893,  leaving  four  children:  George  W., 
born  July  13,  1873;  Jennie  May,  born  March  27,  1875;  Estelle  A.,  born 
January  16,  1879;  and  Stella  R.,  born  April  14,  1892.  A daughter,  Berthe 
L.,  born  September  29,  1884,  died  when  not  quite  three  weeks  old.  Mr. 
Lilly  was  married  again  May  22,  1895,  making  Mrs.  Adelia  Otis,  nee 
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Forlow,  his  wife,  to  which  union  there  are  no  children.  He  has  made  Hicks- 
ville  his  home  since  his  removal  here  in  1891.  The  family  now  reside  at 
No.  80  Smith  street,  their  pleasant  modern  home  being  furnished  with 
convenient  appointments.  Mr.  Lilly’s  present  wife  is  a native  of  this  place, 
a daughter  of  Amos  and  Eliza  (Myer)  Forlow,  the  former  an  agriculturist 
and  a prominent  and  leading  citizen  of  the  county.  He  is  the  president  of 
the  Farmers'  Institute,  and  serves  in  many  other  positions.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  U.  B.  Church  and  trustee  of  the  Otterbein  University,  at  Wester- 
ville, this  State. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lilly  is  a Republican,  and  in  principle  a Prohibitionist. 
Fie  is  at  all  times  actively  interested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  benefit  of 
the  village,  the  State  and  the  country,  and  as  the  years  pass  by  his  official 
positions  increasing  in  number  bear  testimony  to  his  continued  usefulness, 
as  also  to  the  continued  appreciation  of  his  ability  and  worth.  He  is  at 
present  serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  education,  of  which  board  he 
has  been  a member  ten  years,  and,  ever  warmly  interested  in  educational 
matters,  takes  pleasure  in  giving  personal  attention  to  work  on  the  fine 
brick  high  school  building  in  process  of  erection  here.  He  is  frequently 
called  upon  to  deliver  class  and  commencement  addresses,  and  is  a popular 
Decoration  Day  orator.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
General  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ;  is  a member  of  the 
local  church  erection  board  of  the  North  Ohio  Annual  Conference;  has 
been  missionary  treasurer  of  the  Conference  for  the  past  twenty-one  years; 
has  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  Biblical  Seminary  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  for  the  past  four  years;  and  since  the  foregoing  extract  was  published 
he  has  again  received  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  one  of  the  delegates 
chosen  to  represent  his  Conference  in  the  General  Conference. 


HON.  SILAS  T.  SUTPHEN. 

To  one  familiar  with  the  personnel  of  the  Defiance  County  Bar,  the 
simple  statement  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  stands  among  its  leaders  will 
he  sufficient  to  suggest  the  vigorous  mentality,  the  resolute  will,  the  worthy 
ambition  worthily  pursued,  which  the  following  history  shows  in  greater 
detail. 

fudge  Sutphen's  family  originated  in  Holland,  and  the  name  as  spelled 
by  the  first  emigrants  to  America  was  Zutphen,  being  taken  probably  from  the 
city  of  that  name  in  their  native  land.  These  early  ancestors  appear  to  have 
settled  near  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  they  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
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suits.  The  Judge’s  father,  Colonel  Richard  D.  Sutphen,  now  of  Carey,  Ohio, 
came  to  this  State  about  1820  and  located  in  Liberty  township,  Fairfield 
county,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  government  land.  He  was  then  a 
young  man,  and  he  afterward  married  Miss  Sarah  Zerkle,  a lady  of  German 
descent,  who  was  a native  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  in  Virginia.  Colonel 
Sutphen  was  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  also  served  as  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Ohio 
House  of  Representatives  during  one  session,  and  for  years  was  a colonel 
in  the  militia  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  Until  1865  he  followed  farming  as 
an  occupation,  but  on  retiring  from  active  business  he  sold  his  estate,  and  after 
spending  ten  years  in  Toledo,  settled  at  his  present  home  in  Carey.  His  wife 
passed  to  the  unseen  world  in  1890  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  but  he  is  still 
living,  and  at  ninety  is  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties  and  enjoys  vigorous 
health. 

Judge  Sutphen,  who  was  the  third  in  a family  of  seven  children,  was 
born  August  28,  1838,  at  the  old  home  in  Liberty  township,  Fairfield  county, 
four  miles  northwest  of  Baltimore.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the 
neighboring  district  schools,  and  the  union  and  high  schools  at  Baltimore. 
At  twenty  he  entered  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  took  a four- 
years’  course,  graduating  from  the  scientific  department  in  1862.  While  there 
he  also  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  instruction  of  Judge  James  Pillars, 
of  Tiffin,  and  in  June,  1863,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Fremont,  Ohio.  He 
immediately  opened  an  office  in  Defiance,  where  from  the  start  he  met  with 
success  and  soon  established  a good  practice,  which  has  increased  as  the  years 
have  rolled  by. 

Being  an  ardent  Democrat,  he  became  actively  interested  in  political 
work,  and  his  talents  as  a public  speaker  were  utilized  by  his  party  in  every 
campaign  until  1884,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  In  1864  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Defiance,  to  which 
he  was  again  elected  on  the  expiration  of  his  term.  In  1867  he  became 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  held  the  position  for  three  consecutive  terms,  six 
years  in  all.  He  then  resumed  his  practice,  and  continued  until  November, 
1884,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Defiance,  Paulding  and  Williams.  In  this  posi- 
tion he  served  the  public  interests  ably  and  faithfully  for  seven  years  and  a 
half.  Conservative  and  impartial  in  judgment  and  painstaking  in  research, 
his  decisions  were  based  on  sound  legal  principles,  and  were  seldom  reversed. 
Since  retiring  from  the  Bench  in  February,  1891,  he  has  given  his  attention 
exclusively  to  his  practice,  which  includes  some  of  the  most  important  matters 
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now  in  litigation  in  this  section.  He  is  retained  by  the  State  of  Connecticut 
to  manage  its  legal  business  in  Defiance  county,  and  is  also  engaged  in  looking 
after  valuable  properties  in  and  near  Defiance. 

As  a ti  ial  lawyer  he  is  remarkably  successful,  his  clear  and  sound  reason- 
ing, presented  with  the  force  and  polish  of  the  trained  logician,  carrying 
conviction  to  his  hearers.  He  has  a fine  presence,  and  his  habit  of  speaking 
to  the  point,  clearly  and  effectively,  always  impresses  a jury  favorably.  His 
well-proved  integrity  also  lends  to  his  utterances  substantial  weight  and  in- 
fluence, and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  community.  His  popu- 
larity is  not  bounded  by  party  lines,  and  when  a candidate  for  office  he  has 
always  received  a large  support  from  the  opposition.  Financially  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  city,  his  extensive  business  inter- 
ests being  carefully  managed.  He  is  a director  in  the  Merchants  National  Bank, 
and  is  a large  stockholder  in  the  Security  Building  & Loan  Association,  for 
which  he  is  also  the  attorney. 

On  November  29,  1863,  the  Judge  was  married  at  Tiffin,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Huss,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Huss.  Of  the  four  children  of  this  union 
two  died  in  infancy.  Miss  Minnie  G.  Sutphen  is  a talented  musician,  pos- 
sessing a beautiful  soprano  voice  of  wide  range  and  sweet  and  sympathetic 
quality.  She  attended  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Cincinnati  for  three 
years,  gaining  a teacher’s  certificate  for  proficiency  in  instrumental  music 
and  voice  culture.  She  is  now  engaged  in  teaching,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  gifted  singers  in  the  State,  being  often  invited  to  entertain  select 
and  cultured  audiences.  Richard  Sutphen,  the  Judge’s  only  son,  is  a student 
at  the  Michigan  University,  preparing  for  the  legal  profession.  The  Judge 
and  his  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  takes  a generous 
interest  in  all  social  and  philanthropic  movements,  being  a liberal  contributor 
to  any  cause  which  he  deems  worthy. 


WILLIAM  WILBER  MORRISON. 

The  cashier  and  manager  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bryan,  W.  W. 
Morrison,  our  subject,  is  an  able  financier  whose  shrewd  and  conservative 
judgment  has  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  business  men  throughout  this 
section.  His  character  and  standing  demonstrate  the  truth  of1  the  old 
adage  that  ‘‘blood  will  tell,”  as  he  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines  from  good  old  Colonial  families,  several  of  his  ancestors  having 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Morrison  family  is  of  English  and  Scotch  derivation,  and  the  head 
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of  the  American  branch  settled  at  Rutland,  Vermont,  at  a very  early  period. 
Daniel  Morrison,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  became  a pioneer  farmer 
in  the  southern  part  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  being'  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  locality,  and  his  remaining  years  were  spent  there.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character,  and  he  and  his 
wife  (whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Crowley)  were  devout  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  late  Doctor  William  C. 
Morrison,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Richland 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  an  early  age  he  determined  to 
follow  the  medical  profession,  and  on  completing  his  course  of  study  he 
located  in  Williams  county,  then  newly  opened  for  settlement,  and  prac- 
ticed successfully  at  West  Unity. 

While  maintaining  a high  rank  in  his  profession  he  also  took  an  active 
part  in  various  business  enterprises'  and  other  movements  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  new  community,  and  he  was  known  as  one  of  the 
clearest-headed  business  men  of  the  time  and  locality.  He  possessed  a 
commanding'  personality,  which  inspired  respect  and  confidence  wherever 
he  was  known,  and  his  sound  judgment  and  keen  insight,  sharpened  by 
experience  and  observation,  gave  weight  to  his  advice  on  any  subject.  A 
strict  sense  of  honor  marked  all  his  dealings,  and  so1  successful  was  he  in 
the  majority  of  his  undertakings  that  at  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  he  left  a comfortable  competence  to  his  widow  and  children.  One 
of  the  chief  enterprises  with  which  his  name  was  connected  was  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Bryan,  which  he  helped  to  organize  on  October  8.  *863, 
with  a capital  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  its  charter  number,  237,  showing 
it  to  be  one  of  the  pioneer  institutions  under  the  National  banking  system. 
Fie  became  the  second  president  of  the  bank,  being  elected  in  1866,  and 
until  his  death  he  gave  close  attention  to  its  management;  his  work  having 
been  a leading  factor  in  the  development  which  has  made  it  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  financial  institutions  of  northwestern  Ohio.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  (Spencer),  he  had  one  son,  Homer,  now  a 
stock  buyer  residing  at  West  Unity.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
was  married  on  August  6,  1853,  to  Harriet  Wilber,  who  survived  him  and 
was  married  in  1873  at  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  to  the  late  Oscar  Eaton.  By 
his  second  marriage  Mr.  Morrison  had  two  children:  William  Wilber  and 
Olive  Louise. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  given  excellent  educational  privileges 
in  his  youth,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  became  a student  at  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  where  he  took  a four-years’  course. 
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graduating  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  He  then  spent  a year  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  on  leaving  that  institution 
he  returned  to  Bryan  to  take  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  First  National 
Bank,  entering  upon  his  duties  in  1891.  His  ability  as  a financier,  native 
and  acquired,  soon  asserted  itself,  and  eventually  he  was  made  manager 
as  well  as  cashier.  The  bank  has  safely  weathered  the  severe  financial 
storms  of  recent  years,  and  is  regarded  as  thoroughly  reliable,  Mr.  Mor- 
rison's conservatism  and  unquestioned  integrity  having  due  weight  in  the 
community.  On  the  death  of  his  step-father,  Mr.  Oscar  Eaton,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  Mr.  Morrison  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  estate, 
which  is  still  in  process  of  adjustment.  On  August  4,  1891,  Mr.  Morrison 
was  married  to  Miss  Blanche  Long,  of  Bryan.  They  are  prominent  in 
social  life  and  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Cburch  of  Bryan,  while 
Mr.  Morrison  is  also  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  While  attend- 
ing the  university  at  Ann  Arbor  he  was  a member  of  the  Omicron  Chapter 
of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity. 

The  Wilber  family,  from  which  our  subject’s  mother  is  descended,  origi- 
nated in  Holland,  and  the  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have  record  was 
Josiah  Wilber,  who  came  to  America  in  early  Colonial  days  with  his  young 
bride,  having  been  married  in  Holland  a week  before  the  departure.  He 
was  also  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  of  whom  one  settled  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  the  other  in  Rhode  Island.  Josiah  made  his  home  near  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York,  at  a place  then  and  since  called  Livingston  Manor, 
where  he  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  Hudson  river,  at  one 
shilling  per  acre.  He  had  a family  of  fourteen  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  of  the  sons  all  but  two — Josiah,  Jr.,  and  James — served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  Josiah,  the  eldest  son,  passed  his  life  upon  the  Livingston 
Manor  farm,  attaining  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years. 
He  had  several  children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Joshua,  who  was  born 
May  11,  1760.  Joshua  Wilber,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Mary  McCarty,  who  was  born  January  17,  1771,  at  Saratoga,  New 

York,  the  daughter  of  John  and (Granger)  McCarty.  Her  father  was 

a native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  but  was  abducted  when  a little  boy  by  a sailor, 
who  brought  him  to  America  and  abandoned  him  in  New  York  City  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  The  Granger  family  were  of  English 
extraction  and  were  noted  for  literary  attainments.  Joshua  Wilber  and 
his  wife  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  sixth  was  a son,  David  S.  Wilber,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject. 

David  S.  Wilber  was  born  at  Saratoga,  New  York,  September  17,  1801, 
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and  was  married  December  25,  1823,  at  Canandaigua,  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  to  Sophronia  Eaton,  daughter  of  James  Eaton,  and  a descendant  of 
an  old  Puritan  family  whose  representatives  came  from  England  at  an  early 
day,  some  coming  in  the  “Mayflower”  and  others  during  the  period  between 
1620  and  1636.  James  Eaton  was  born  February  12,  1771,  at  Tunbridge, 
Orang'e  county,  Vermont,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Brockelbank,  a lady  of  Scotch 
descent,  was  a native  of  Vermont.  David  S.  and  Sophronia  Wilber  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  among  whom  was  a daughter,  Harriet,  the  mother 
of  our  subject. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above  record,  the  Wilber,  McCarty  and  Eaton 
families  were  all  early  settlers  in  America,  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  that 
all  furnished  soldiers  for  the  struggle  against  English  oppression,  the  Mc- 
Cartys  and  Wilbers  being  especially  active  as  members  of  Washington’s 
army  of  patriots. 


OSCAR  EATON. 

This  deceased  gentleman  was  for  twenty  years  a leading  citizen  of 
Bryan,  Williams  county,  and  few  men  have  played  as  influential  a part  in 
the  development  of  varied  interests  of  that  locality  as  was  sustained  by  him. 
Possessing  a keen  and  sagacious  mind,  with  a wide  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs,  his  advice  and  co-operation  were  sought  in  every  important  meas- 
ure and  undertaking,  whether  financial,  political,  or  social,  and  he  was 
always  found  ready  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  His 
unexpected  death  on  June  22,  1895,  caused  sincere  grief  among  all  classes, 
and  on  the  day  of  his  funeral  the  entire  business  of  the  town  was  suspended 
during  the  solemn  services  which  consigned  his  mortal  remains  to  earth. 
Words  can  give  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  personality  of  such  a man,  but 
the  following  brief  memoir  will  serve  to  preserve  for  future  generations  a 
slight  record  of  his  achievements. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  born  July  26,  1847,  near  Ridgeway,  Lenawee  county, 
Michigan.  On  the  paternal  side  he  was  of  English  descent,  while  on  the 
maternal  side  he  was  of  French  lineage,  the  line  being  traced  to  an  ancestor 
who  came  to  America  about  1636.  From  the  latter  date  the  family  records 
have  been  carefully  kept,  and  show  that  in  every  generation  descendants  of 
this  pioneer  have  been  prominent  as  politicians,  statesmen,  financiers,  mer- 
chants, and  in  the  professions,  while  members  of  the  family  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
name  is  variously  spelled,  one  branch  of  the  family  being  known  as  Heaton. 
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James  Eaton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  February  12,  1771, 
at  Tunbridge,  Orange  county,  Vermont,  and  married  Mary  Brockelbank, 
a lady  of  Scotch  descent.  Their  son,  Christopher  Columbus  Eaton,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  November  3,  1810,  and  was  married  December  24, 
1835,  t°  Eleanor  Lamberson,  who  was  born  August  25,  1817. 

Mr.  Eaton’s  boyhood  was  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm  at  Ridgeway, 
Michigan,  and,  like  most  farmers’  sons,  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  gain 
a practical  knowledge  of  agricultural  work.  His  remarkable  ability  as  a 
manager  was  manifested  at  an  early  age,  resulting  in  the  farm  being  placed 
entirely  in  his  charge,  and  his  well-directed  efforts  enabled  him  to  speedily 
pay  off  a long-standing  mortgage.  After  leaving  home  he  studied  for  a 
time  in  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  teaching  be- 
tween terms  in  order  to  pay  his  way.  In  1870,  at  the  end  of  the  junior 
year,  he  left  school,  and,  going  to  Colorado,  he  entered  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  government  land,  where  he  applied  his  skill  and  knowledge 
of  agricultural  science  so  effectually  that,  with  equal  advantages,  he  made 
that  pay  much  better  than  other  farms  in  the  same  locality.  In  connection 
with  his  farm  work  he  became  a professional  surveyor  and  carried  on  a real- 
estate  business,  having  an  office  in  Greeley,  Colorado.  During  this  time 
he  also  read  law,  and,  although  he  was  never  admitted  to  the  Bar  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  legal  principles  bearing  upon  general  business  procedure  was  of 
inestimable  value  to  him  throughout  his  subsequent  career. 

On  November  5,  1873,  was  married  at  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  to 
Mrs.  Harriet  Morrison,  nee  Wilber,  and  in  1875  he  made  his  permanent 
home  at  Bryan,  Williams  county.  His  strong  personality  and  capacity  for 
leadership  quickly  brought  him  into  prominence.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  that  city,  and  so  ably  did  he  perform 
the  duties  of  this  responsible  post  that  he  was  later  chosen  to  the  office  of 
vice-president,  and  then  to  the  presidency  of  the  institution,  a position  which 
he  was  holding  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Under  his  management  the  bank 
enjoyed  great  prosperity,  his  judgment  being  equal  to  all  emergencies. 
While  he  was  scrupulously  exact  in  his  business  dealings  he  was  always 
urbane  and  courteous,  his  affability  being  especially  noticeable  in  social  and 
domestic  circles.  His  home  life  was  ideal,  and  in  that  beloved  retreat  from 
business  cares  he  was  ever  a loyally  devoted  husband  and  a kind  and  indul- 
gent father,  his  chief  happiness  being  found  in  ministering  to  the  comfort 
and  pleasure  of  his  family. 

Politically  he  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  1877  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Bryan  in  recognition  of  his  influence.  He  was  frequently 
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chosen  to  represent  his  fellow-workers  in  the  conventions  of  the  party,  serv- 
ing as  a delegate  in  the  National  Convention  of  1892,  and  his  death  occurred 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  he  was  attending  an  important  session  of  the 
National  Republican  League.  On  Wednesday,  June  19,  1895,  while  talking 
with  others  of  the  pleasure  which  he  anticipated  in  listening  to  the  speeches 
about  to  be  made  in  the  convention,  he  was  suddenly  stricken  with  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  and,  his  wife  and  stepdaughter,  Miss  Olive  L.  Morrison,  being- 
summoned  by  telegraph,  arrived  in  time  to  converse  with  him  and  to  be 
present  at  his  bedside  on  Saturday,  the  22d,  when  the  brave  and  loyal 
spirit  departed  to  the  home  above.  His  only  son,  Oscar  Seaborn  Eaton, 
survives  him,  and  resides  with  his  widowed  mother  'at  the  homestead  in 
Bryan. 


PETER  GARES. 

The  commonplace  duties  of  life,  trivial  though  they  may  seem  to  the 
casual  observer,  demand  for  their  proper  fulfillment  the  same  admirable 
qualities  of  character  which  in  a higher  degree  and  under  other  circum- 
stances attract  universal  notice  and  approbation.  However  it  may  seem  to 
the  superficial  mind,  our  rural  communities  furnish  an  excellent  field  for 
the  development  of  the  traits  which  go  to  the  making  of  good  citizens, 
and  one  purpose  of  this  work  is  the  preservation  of  records  which  show* 
the  innate  worth  and  dignity  of  such  a life. 

Prominent  among'  the  representatives  of  the  agricultural  interest  of 
Defiance  county  was  Mr.  Gares,  who  in  his  lifetime  was  a leading  citizen 
of  Tiffin  township.  He  was  born  December  22,  1836,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Drumm)  Gares,  who  first  lo- 
cated in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  but  after  a residence  of  three  years  thve 
removed  to  Williams  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of'  their  lives. 
Our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  of  their  eight  children,  was  six  years  of 
age  when  the  family  took  up  their  residence  in  Williams  county,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm.  On  leaving  the  parental 
roof  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  empty  handed,  and  was  employed  by  the  year  at  farm  labor  for  some 
time  in  Tiffin  township.  Defiance  county. 

There  Mr.  Gares  was  married  December  2,  1858,  to  Miss  Christina 
Toberen,  who  was  born  in  that  township  April  5,  1837,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Beiderwell)  Toberen,  natives  of  Prussia,  Germany.  On 
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emigrating'  to  America  her  parents  first  located  in  Massillon,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  for  about  three  years,  and  then  came  to  Tiffin  township,  Defiance 
county,  where  their  deaths  occurred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gares  began  their 
domestic  life  on  the  present  farm  of  one  hundred  forty-eight  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  and  well  improved  land,  which  at  the  time  of  purchase  was  mostly 
in  its  primitive  condition.  Of  the  children  born  to  them — John  W.,  Jacob 
H.,  Orestes  P.,  Mary  E.  and  Frederick  W.,  are  still  living;  four  died  when 
quite  young;  Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mr.  Gares  was  prominently  identified  with  the  public  affairs  of  his 
township,  and  his  fellow  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability  often 
called  him  to  office.  For  two  terms  he  creditably  served  as  county  com- 
missioner, was  infirmary  director  four  years,  was  treasurer  of  the  township 
from  1878  until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  30,  1897.  He  also 
filled  the  offices  of  township  assessor  and  trustee  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a Democrat.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Gares  still  belongs,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  couple  in  Tiffin  township  were  held  in  higher  regard  or  had  more  warm 
friends  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gares.  His  death  was  a sad  loss,  not  only  to 
his  own  family,  but  also  to  the  entire  community. 


CHARLES  J.  THOMPSON. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  “Defiance  Daily  and  Weekly 
Express,”  Defiance,  is  also  postmaster. 

The  Thompson  family,  of  which  he  is  a prominent  member,  trace  their 
paternal  ancestry  back  several  generations,  through  a long  residence  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  to  a period  far  remote,  when  their  ancestral  homes  were  in 
England. 

>*<  A'  >r  iji  ijc 

Charles  J.  Thompson,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Emily  (Sallada)  Thompson, 
was  born  January  24,  1862,  at  Wapakoneta,  Auglaize  county,  and  there 
received  his  first  literary  training.  On  leaving  the  high  school  of  that  place, 
he  attended  school  a year  at  Knox,  Indiana,  then,  in  1876,  returned  to  his 
native  town,  and  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  “Wapakoneta  Bee,”  where 
he  remained  three  years  and  learned  the  art  of  printing.  He  subsequently 
worked  as  a journeyman  printer  at  various  points  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  and  the  year  1880  found  him  foreman  of  the  Defiance  Express  job 
room,  Defiance,  Ohio.  In  1882  he  again  took  up  work  in  his  native  place. 
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founding  the  Auglaize  Republican,  the  first  number  of  which  was  issued  in 
the  spring-  of  that  year ; but  yielding  to  a strong  inclination  to  resume  study, 
he  became  a student  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Delaware,  in  the  fall, 
and  remained  there  until  June,  1884.  In  the  following  August,  he  was  elected 
general  and  political  editor  of  the  “Herald,”  a journal  published  at  Anderson, 
Indiana,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  directors  of  the  paper,  and  accepting  the 
position  he  conducted  the  paper  with  spirit  and  ability  during  the  Blaine 
campaign,  making  a strong  and  aggressive  organ  of  the  Republican  party. 
An  engagement  of  five  years,  beginning  with  the  spring  of  1885,  as  cashier 
and  bookkeeper  of  the  Wapakoneta  Wheel  Works  at  Wapakoneta,  followed, 
soon  after  which  he  located  in  Defiance,  and  resumed  editorial  work,  having 
purchased,  August  26,  1890,  the  plant  of  the  “Defiance  County  Republican  and 
Express,”  a weekly  publication  of  that  city,  Republican  in  politics.  It  was  then 
in  a dilapidated  condition,  having  a circulation  of  only  a few  hundred  in  a 
county  that  was  solidly  Democratic.  Under  the  able  management  of  its  new 
editor  it  soon  manifested  a renewed  life,  and  proved  so  successful  a venture 
that  in  the  face  of  the  business  depression  of  1893-1896  Mr.  Thompson  was 
enabled  to  make  a complete  revolution  of  the  old  methods,  by  the  introduction 
of  new  and  modern  presses,  together  with  appliances  of  the  most  approved 
type.  The  year  1894  was  signalized  by  the  establishment  of  the  “Daily  Ex- 
press," which,  meeting  with  favor,  has  reached  a circulation  of  several  hundred 
copies.  The  "Weekly  Express”  has  a circulation  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred. 
Mr.  Thompson  is  a stanch  and  able  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
publications  are  recognized  exponents  of  Republican  principles.  He  has  also 
been  prominently  before  the  public  as  an  active  organizer  in  county  and  State 
politics;  was  a member  of  the  State  Central  Republican  Committee  in  1893 
and  1894,  and  has  been  a worker  in  State  conventions  for  many  years.  He 
has  the  honor  of  numbering  among  his  friends  Senators  Foraker  and  Hanna, 
leading  men  in  State  and  National  politics,  and  also  the  present  head  of  the 
nation,  President  McKinley. 

On  November  16,  1886,  Mr.  Thompson  wedded  Miss  Cora  Craig,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Craig,  a well-known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
Wapakoneta,  Auglaize  county,  Ohio.  Three  children  have  come  to  brighten 
the  pleasant  home  of  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife,  viz. : Louis  B.,  born 
February  21,  1888;  Frederic  S.,  born  June  4,  1890  ; and  Craig  S.,  born  April 
10,  1894.  Mr.  Thompson  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  other  fraternal  societies. 

On  June  1,  1898,  C.  J.  Thompson  assumed  the  duties  of  postmaster  for 
the  city  of  Defiance.  He  was  appointed  by  President  McKinley,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States  Senate  May  10,  1898. 
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EDWARD  W.  CROOK. 

This  gentleman  is  half  owner  of  the  extensive  business  and  manufac- 
turing plant  of  Kerr  Brothers,  at  Hicksville.  The  origin  and  ancestry  of 
Mr.  Crook  is  briefly  given  in  the  following  account,  written  by  his  father, 
Thomas  Crook,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  United  States.  The  full 
account  was  not  completed  by  him,  owing  to  his  death,  but  is  supplemented 
by  matter  written  from  data  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants. 

A short  autobiography  of  Thomas  Crook,  written  by  himself  January 
i S,  1888,  for  the  benefit  of  his  children  and  by  their  request:  “My  father, 

Thomas  Crook,  born  in  Bradford  (on  Avon),  County  of  Wilts,  England, 
A.  D.  1784,  was  a clothier  by  trade;  died  in  the  same  place  in  December, 
A.  D.  1868,  aged  eighty-four.  My  mother  had  died  a year  previous.  He 
left  a family  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  Two 

residing  in  England,  and  three  in  the  United  States  of  America — one  in 
New  York  State  and  the  other  two  in  the  State  of  Ohm — myself  and  my 
brother,  John  Crook. 

“I,  Thomas  Crook,  the  third  child  of  my  parents,  was  born  in  Chippen- 
ham, County  of  Wilts,  England,  January  11,  A.  D.  1817.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  I moved  with  my  parents  from  Chippenham  to  Brad- 
ford (on  Avon).  My  education  was  very  limited,  there  being  no  public 
schools  at  that  day.  Private  or  select  schools  existed,  but  their  terms 
for  tuition  were  higher  than  my  parents  could  afford  to  pay.  Sunday- 
schools  existed,  and  were  held  twice  on  each  Sabbath,  in  nearly  all  the 
churches  of  the  land,  and  in  these  schools  thousands  of  children  were  re- 
ligiously instructed,  and  taught  to  read  and  spell.  (My  parents  sent  me 
regularly  to  the  Sunday-school,  where  1 soon  learned  to  read,  and  also  to 
commit  many  portions  of  the  Holy  Scripture  to  memory,  which  has  proved 
a great  source  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  my  mind  when  oppressed  or 
troubled.  At  the  age  of  ten  I was  engaged  to>  work  in  a woolen  factory 
located  in  Staverton,  three  and  one-half  miles  distant  from  home,  at  which 
place  I worked  daily  for  ten  years,  walking  five  miles  a day  to  and  from  the 
factory,  thirty  miles  per  week,  or  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
a year,  working  twelve  hours  per  day.  Another  important  event  of  my  life 
took  place  A.  D.  1833;  through  the  religious  instructions  received  from 
faithful  teachers  at  the  Sabbath-schools,  I became  convinced  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  take  upon  me  the  profession  of  Religion,  to  renounce  the  world, 
and  become  a follower  of  Christ.  I had  been  a,  regular  attendant  at  the 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


107 


services  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  for  sometime,  and  felt  a desire 
to  become  a member;  application  was  made,  and  I was  accepted  into  the 
society,  and  soon  after  experienced  a change  of  heart  under  the  preaching 
of  the  Word  of  God  by  Rev.  John  W.  Button.  I have  retained,  through 
the  Grace  of  God,  my  integrity  to  His  cause  and  His  church,  with  a firm 
hope  of  eternal  life.  In  June,  1836,  another  great  and  important  event 
of  my  life  took  place,  one  which  I have  many  times  since  had  cause  to  be 
thankful  for. 

‘“On  June  26,  1836,  I was  united  in  marriage  to  Jane  Batchelor,  a 
member  of  the  same  church,  a noble,  pious  and  good  woman,  who  loved 
the  church,  and  served  God  with  all  her  heart,  and  -became  a great  help- 
mate tO'  me  religiously,  and  a true  helpmate  in  all  our  financial  and  house- 
hold affairs.  In  a very  short  time  after  our  marriage  we  were  called  to 
pass  through  a severe  trial.  Business  became  dull,  times  rather  hard,  manu- 
facturers became  discouraged,  and  workmen  were  put  on  short  time;  many 
people  were  out  of  employment,  and  wanted  for  bread.  Our  income  was 
small,  and  we  often  conversed  together  about  what  we  could  or  should 
do  in  order  to  better  our  prospects,  and  conditions  of  life,  financially.  Wife 
would  often  remark  that  the  Lord  would  provide,  let  us  put  our  trust  in 
Him,  and  if  we  do,  God  has  promised  that  no  good  thing  shall  be  with- 
held from  us.  Yet  times  did  not  improve,  and  our  troubles  grew  worse. 
Sometimes  I worked  only  two  days  per  week,  and  not  more  than  three  for 
nearly  a year;  wages  were  low,  only  two  shillings  per  day  (about  forty- 
six  cents),  and  there  were  scores  of  men  offering  to  work  for  less,  and  had 
we  not  lived  economically,  previous  to  the  panic,  saving  some  money,  we 
would  have  suffered  want. 

“About  this  time,  my  mother’s  brother,  John  Mead,  who  eight  or  ten 
years  previous  left  England  for  America,  and  commenced  business  in  New 
York,  where  he  followed  the  tailor’s  trade  successfully,  came  again  to  Eng- 
land to  see  his  relatives  and  friends,  calling  often  to  see  my  mother  and 
the  family,  and  by  his  frequent  visits  1 met  him  often.  On  one  occasion 
we  had  a lengthy  conversation  in  regard  to  America,  and  what  prospects 
there  were  for  a poor  man  to  obtain  employment  and  make  a living.  He 
stated  there  was  more  work  to  do  in  America  than  there  were  people  to 
do  it,  and  as  trade  was  bad  in  England,  and  times  hard,  with  no  definite 
assurance  of  its  improvement  for  some  time,  he  advised  me  to  leave  Eng- 
land and  go  to  America,  where  work  was  plenty  and  wages  double  to  what 
they  were  in  England,  continuing  to1  say,  that  by  the  change,  in  a short 
time,  we  could  better  our  conditions  in  life.  I immediately  began  to  con- 
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sider  the  matter,  thought  it  over  in  my  mind,  consulting  with  my  wife  al- 
most daily  in  regard  to  the  subject.  She  wanted  to  please  me,  but  could 
not  endure  to  think  or  talk  of  the  idea  of  leaving  her  mother  (who'  was  a 
widow),  brothers,  sisters  and  relatives,  and  going  to  a strange  land,  among 
strange  people.  It  seemed  to  be  too  great  a sacrifice  for  her  to  make.  Her 
mother,  brothers,  and  sisters  trying  all  they  could  to  prevent  her  from  giv- 
ing her  consent,  my  own  parents  being  also  opposed  to  the  change,  would 
no  doubt  have  succeeded  in  their  attempt  to  induce  us  to  abandon  the 
plan,  had  it  not  been  that,  six  years  previous  to  this  time,  my  wife  had  two 
brothers  who1  left  home  for  America,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after  their 
arrival,  the  other  settling  in  Ohio,  and  to  this  brother,  James  Batchelor,  we 
all  agreed  to  write  for  his  opinion  and  advice,  as  to  whether  he  would  deem 
it  best  for  us  to  remain  in  England,  or  emigrate  to  America,  and  then  would 
be  governed  by  his  advice.  He  answered  that  he  had  never  regretted  his 
leaving  home,  but  had  reason  to  be  glad  he  did,  and  recommended  us  to 
leave  England  and  come  over  to  America;  yet  this  letter  was  not  satis- 
factory to  my  wife,  nor  her  relatives,  in  regard  to  our  leaving  our  friends, 
home  and  country,  for  a new  country  we  knew  so  little  of.  This  was  the 
talk  and  influence  that  was  brought  to  bear  against  our  leaving;  the  plan 
was  readily  agreed  upon;  circumstances  were  against  us  at  the  time,  and 
Martha,  our  eldest  daughter,  was  only  a few  weeks  old,  and  we  could  not 
1 eceive  an  answer  for  three  or  four  months. 

“As  I returned  from  work  one  evening  my  wife  met  me  with  a smile. 
‘I  have  to-day  been  thinking  over  the  subject  of  our  leaving  home  for 
America,  and  have  concluded  that  we  ought  not  to  go,  and  I hope  you 
will  not  think  any  more  about  it  yourself.’  It  took  me  by  surprise,  and 
after  a few  minutes  of  thought,  1 said  to  her:  ‘I  have  made  up  my  mind 

to  go  this  spring,  with  you  (or  without  you)  to  America.  I am  deter- 

mined I won't  walk  five  miles  and  work  twelve  hours  a day  any  longer.’ 
To  this  she  made  no  answer.  I saw  she  was  troubled,  and  we  both  were 
silent  for  some  time;  the  tears  came  to1  her  eyes,  and  her  heart  seemed 
broken;  we  both  felt  very  sad.  After  some  time  she  said  to  me,  ‘If  you  go, 
I will  go  with  you;’  and  it  was  settled  at  once.  We  began  to  make  prepa- 
rations by  disposing  of  household  goods,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  drew  the 
money  we  had  saved  from  the  bank,  and  found  it  sufficient  to  take  us  to 

America  and  back  again,  provided  we  did  not  like  the  country.  In  a few 

days  I went  to  Bristol  and  secured  our  passage  in  the  ship  ‘Cosrna.,’  bound 
for  New  York.  After  this  our  relatives  and  friends  did  all  they  could  for 
us,  in  helping  to  provide  for  our  leaving;  they  also  bestowed  on  us  many 
gifts  that  proved  to  be  of  great  service  to  us. 
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“We  sailed  on  the  28th  clay  of  March,  1838,  and  arrived  in  New  York 
on  the  1 2th  day  of  May.  After  a tedious  voyage  of  forty-five  days  we 
went  ashore,  wife  and  Martha,  our  six-months-old  babe,  and  stayed  in  New 
York  with  my  uncle  a few  days;  then  left  there  for  Pittsburg  on  the  23d  day 
of  May,  1838.  Went  by  railroad  and  steamboat  to  Philadelphia;  staid  one 
day;  thence  to  Pittsburg  by  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  after  nine  days’ 
traveling  arrived  at  Pittsburg  on  the  3d  day  of  June;  staid  over  one  day; 
then  went  by  steamboat  on  the  Ohio  river  to  Wellsville,  in  Ohio,  remain- 
ing one  night,  from  there  going  to  New  Lisbon,  and  next  day  to  Moore’s 
factory,  five  miles  west  of  Lisbon  on  the  west  fork  of  the  Beaver  creek. 
On  our  way  to  Moore’s  we  became  fearful  we  were  not  on  the  direct  road. 
We  met  a person  on  horseback  and  asked  him  if  we  were  on  the  road  to 
Moore’s  factory,  and  he  answered,  ‘Yes.’  I asked  him  if  he  knew  a man 
there  by  the  name  of  Janies  Batchelor;  he  said,  ‘Yes,’  he  knew  him,  and  then 
began  to  smile  (wife  looked  up  in  his  face,  and  discovered  that  his  face 
had  taken  a serious  turn;  he  then  spoke  and  said:  ‘Is  that  Jane?’)  and  dis- 
mounted from  his  horse  and  made  himself  known  to  her,  by  saying:  ‘I 

am  James  Batchelor,  your  brother,’  and  taking  her  by  the  hand  asked  ‘How 
is  mother?’  and  then  turning  to  me  and  taking  my  hand  asked  after  my 
health  and  how  we  stood  our  journey,  and  many  other  questions,  mounted 
his  horse,  returned  and  took  us  to  his  home,  where  we  rested  after  nearly 
four  months’  journeying,  and  scarcely  knew  whither  we  were  going,  but 
were  fully  satisfied  that  a kind  Providence  was  watching  over  us,  and  lead- 
ing us  safely  day  by  day.  In  Him  we  trusted,  feeling  assured  that  He 
who  had  brought  us  thus  far  would  still  be  with  us,  even  in  a strange  coun- 
try and  among  a strange  people;  and  we  desire  here  to  acknowledge  that 
we  found  those  strangers  living  on  and  along  the  banks  and  hills  of  the 
West  Fork  of  Beaver  creek  a kind-hearted  people,  who  showed  us  no  little 
kindness,  but  became  very  much  interested  in  our  welfares,  and  welldoings; 
a more  social  and  clever  people  I think  I can  say  I have  not  found  ex- 
celled. I obtained  work  in  the  woolen  factory  owned  by  Abner  Moore, 
and  staid  in  his  employ  about  one  year.  After  the  lapse  of  a week  or 
two  we  found  a Methodist  society  at  the  house  of  a neighbor  over  two  miles 
from  where  we  resided.  Here  we  found  a Christian  and  religious  home, 
kind  people,  who  took  great  interest  in  our  Spiritual  welfare.  We  staid 
here  a little  over  a year,  then  moved  to  Hanover,  where  we  staid  until  May, 
A.  D.  1840,  then  moved  to  Elkrun  township,  Columbiana  county,  where 
we  are  still  living.  Here  1 went  into  partnership  with  James  Batchelor 
and  purchased  a small  woolen  factory,  which  proved  a profitable  invest- 
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ment,  made  some  money,  and  for  twenty-two  years  conducted  the  mill. 
Those  years  were  the  happiest  years  of  my  life,  it  was  here  where  all  but 
two  of  our  children  were  born  and  raised.  We  had  excellent  church  privi- 
leges and  enjoyment." 

The  following-  is  supplemental  to  the  account  written  by  Thomas 
Crook:  After  Thomas  Crook’s  twenty-two  years  as  a woolen  manufac- 

turer, he  operated  two  farms,  up  to  1866,  near  the  village  of  Elkton,  and 
subsequently  entered  into  the  mercantile  business  at  Elkton  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  John,  the  business  continuing  for  three  years,  when  he  re- 
tired, and  lived  a quiet  life  on  his  place  of  some  six  or  eight  acres  in  the 
same  village.  The  brave  and  true-hearted  wife  and  mother  with  whom 
he  left  England,  died  in  January,  1864,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  leav- 
ing seven  children  (six  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio),  named  as  follows: 
Martha,  born  in  England,  married  George  Jeffries,  of  New  Waterford,  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio ; Mary  married  W.  T.  Culler,  of  Elkton,  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio;  Sarah  married  A.  R.  Martin,  also  of  Elkton;  Edward 
W.  is  our  subject;  Emma  married  John  Y.  Williams,  of  Alliance,  Ohio; 
John  Frank  was  twice  married,  first  to  Jennie  Fisher  (deceased),  and  sec- 
ond to  Dora  Williams  (also  deceased),  and  now  resides  in  East  Liverpool, 
Ohio;  and  Ida,  who  married  Cyrus  DeRhodes,  of  near  Columbiana  village, 
Ohio. 

The  father  of  this  family,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Dorcas  Burford, 
a native  of  England,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  For  his  third  wife  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Eaton,  by  which  union  there  was  one  child,  Homer 
Crook,  who  now  lives  with  his  widowed  mother  at  Niles,  Ohio.  Thomas 
Crook,  the  father  of  the  children  named,  died  in  the  fullness  of  his  years, 
at  his  home  in  Elkton,  and  his  remains  lie  buried  beside  those  of  his  wife 
Jane  (Batchelor)  Crook,  in  the  cemetery  at  Kimball. 

Edward  W.  Crook,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  born  near 
Elkton,  Ohio,  December  23,  1847,  and  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  as- 
sisted in  his  father’s  woolen  factory,  there  learning  habits  of  industry  that 
stood  him  in  good  stead  in  after  years.  He  received  such  advantages  of 
an  education  as  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity  afforded,  and  which 
were  supplemented  by  one  term  at  the  New  Lisbon  high  school,  to  and 
from  which  he  walked,  four  and  one-half  miles,  each  morning  and  night.  In 
1866,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  began  learning  the  carriage-making 
business,  serving  at  his  trade  two  and  one-half  years  at  Elkton,  and  six; 
months  at  New  Lisbon,  Ohio.  During  the  following  six  years  he  con- 
ducted that  business  at  East  Fairfield,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  In  No- 
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vember,  1876,  lie  removed  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  purchased  a one-third 
interest  in  the  Kerr  Brothers’  manufacturing  business,  which  was  then  in 
its  infancy,  employing  only  one  hand  outside  of  the  proprietors.  Ten  years 
afterward,  about  1887,  Mr.  Crook  bought  sufficient  stock  to  make  a one- 
half  interest  in  the  business,  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  The 
business  has  vastly  grown  since  1876,  and  from  the  small  space  it  then 
occupied  it  has  so  increased  as  to  require  many  large  buildings.  The  firm 
employs  over  one  hundred  men,  giving  support  to  many  people,  and  the 
plant  is  an  industry  that  adds  immensely  to  the  prosperity  of  Hicksville. 

Mr.  Crook  was  married  at  Hicksville,  July  14,  1875,  to  Alice  M.  Kerr, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  Kerr  (mentioned  elsewhere),  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children:  Thomas  Leonard,  October  25,  1884;  and  Edward  Leon- 

ard, July  14,  1888,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Crook  is  a thorough  and  cap- 
able business  man  with  large  interests  to  look  after,  yet  is  most  genial  and 
courteous,  popular  among  all  classes  of  citizens;  is  a man  of  unquestion- 
able integrity,  of  pure  morals,  and  temperate  habits,  and  since  baptism  as 
a child  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  has  been  one  of  its  consistent  members.  He 
has  served  many  years,  as  an  officer  of  the  church,  either  as  trustee  or  stew- 
ard. His  train  of  thought  and  mind  have  caused  him  to  affiliate  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  in  minor  offices, 
such  as  member  of  the  village  council,  etc.  As  a business  man  Mr.  Crook 
occupies  a high  position  and  as  a citizen  and  Christian  gentleman  his  rec- 
ord is  clear,  honorable  and  upright. 


REV.  JOHN  B.  HEILAND. 

Rev.  John  B.  Ideilancl,  pastor  of  St.  Michael’s  Catholic  Church,  in 
Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  August  30,  1839,  and  in  1855  came  to  America.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  St.  Mary’s  College  and  Seminary  in  Cleveland,  Ohio-,  and  after 
being  ordained  to  the  priesthood  was  first  in  charge  of  the  Rockport  pre- 
cinct, Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  two-  years.  His  next 
charge  was  the  Shelby  settlement  at  Shelby,  Ohio,  and,  after  five  years 
spent  at  that  place,  he  was  for  nine  months  assistant  pastor  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  Tiffin,  Ohio.  He  was  then  for  fifteen  years  pastor  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  Church,  at  Landeck,  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  from  that  place  he 
came  to  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  January  1,  1893,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  the  beloved  pastor  of  St.  Michael’s  Church. 

This  Church  was  organized  in  1861  with  about  forty  families,  and 
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the  following  year  the  present  church  edifice  was  built,  it  being  a frame 
structure  77x28  feet.  The  Church  has  had  several  pastors,  Rev.  Father 
Bell  preceding  Father  Heiland,  and  remaining  two  years.  For  several 
years  a parochial  school  has  been  in  successful  operation  in  connection 
with  the  Church,  and  in  1889  a commodious  and  comfortable  parsonage 
was  erected. 

The  congregation,  which  now  numbers  about  seventy  families,  has 
been  constantly  gaining  under  Father  Heiland’s  pastorate.  He  is  a man 
of  good  address  and  winning  manners,  is  a zealous,  active  and  efficient 
worker  for  the  Church,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  not  only  by  the  people 
of  his  own  congregation,  but  by  the  residents  of  the  community  generally. 


WILLIS  A.  SNIDER. 

The  well-known  and  popular  auditor  of  Defiance  county,  Willis  A.  Snider, 
is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  section,  his  large  acquaint- 
ance and  unbounded  popularity  giving  him  an  influential  following,  while  his 
shrewd  judgment  of  men  and  affairs  makes  his  counsel  of  value  in  all  im- 
portant movements. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  24,  i860,  in  Evansport,  Defiance  county, 
the  eldest  in  the  family  of  seven  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Lorinda  (Fuller) 
Snider,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  November  1, 
1836,  the  latter  on  April  17,  1839.  He  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Evansport,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
present  position.  Obtaining  a good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools, 
he  was  well-fitted  for  teaching,  and  successfully  followed  that  profession  in 
Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  for  eight  terms.  In  1884  he  accepted  the 
position  of  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  M.  F.  Newcomer,  of  Evansport,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  years  bought  out  his  employer,  continuing  business  there 
on  his  own  account  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Snider  was  married  November  16,  1882,  to  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  of 
Evansport,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Gertrude,  born  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1883,  who  at  the  present  time  is  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Defiance.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca  (Shafer)  Ben- 
nett, of  Evansport,  Defiance  county.  Ohio.  She  was  born  December  12,  i860, 
in  Evansport,  and  received  her  education  at  the  schools  of  that  village,  in 
which  she  was  a teacher  for  several  terms  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  died 
at  Stryker,  Ohio,  February  25,  1885,  and  Mr.  Snider  was  again  married, 
this  time  May  5,  1892,  to  Miss  Minnie  Speiser,  of  Evansport,  Ohio,  by  whom 
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he  has  one  child,  Lois  Ethel,  born  Monday,  July  17,  1893.  Mrs.  Snider  was 
a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Louisa  (Hayes)  Speiser,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  this  country  prior  to  his  marriage, 
and  is  now  a boot  and  shoe  merchant  in  Defiance,  Ohio. 

Solomon  Snider,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Pennsylvania-German 
stock;  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  near  Thornport,  and  died  at  Metz, 
Indiana,  in  1888.  Llis  name  is  found  among  the  early  settlers  of  Tiffin  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  tanner.  He  was 
married  to  Nancy  Lantz,  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  and  by  this  union  had  four 
children;  Samuel  (father  of  our  subject),  Amos,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Dr.  }.  S. 
Cameron,  of  Evansport,  Ohio),  and  Louisa  (who  died  at  Evansport,  Ohio, 
December  31,  1852).  He  afterward  married  Delilah  Bowser,  of  Fulton 
county,  Ohio ; by  this  marriage  grandfather  Snider  had  three  children : 
Curtis,  Dora  (Mrs.  James  Porter,  of  Metz,  Indiana),  and  Jennie  (deceased). 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Fuller,  a native  of  Ver- 
mont (born  in  1796),  whence  he  migrated  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  in  January,  1846.  Pie  married  Miss  Sarah  Thayer  in  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  in  December,  1820.  She  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  New 
York,  in  March,  1802,  and  died  in  Clay  county,  Indiana,  in  June,  1875. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Snider  (our  subject)  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  political 
affairs,  doing  much  to  insure  the  success  of  his  party.  For  seven  years  he 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  township  clerk  of  Tiffin  township,  and  in  June, 
1893,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Evansport,  serving  in  that  position  for  four 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  In  November, 
1896,  he  was  elected  auditor  of  Defiance  county,  and  is  now  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  office.  In  business  circles  he  takes  foremost  rank,  his  success 
as  a merchant  being  all  the  more  notable  from  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
secured  by  his  own  judicious  management.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


REV.  JOHN  ROLAND  HARRIS  LATCHAW,  D.  D. 

This  reverend  gentleman,  who  is  president  of  Defiance  College  and 
pastor  of  the  Assembly  of  God  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  is  a man  of  high  intel- 
lectual attainments  combined  with  rare  force  of  character,  and  the  follow- 
ing brief  account  of’  his  career  will  endear  him  to  all  who  honor  conscien- 
tious devotion  to  principle,  as  he  has  shown  that  he  has  the  courage  to 
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stan'd  by  the  truth  as  he  sees  it,  even  though  his  action  may  entail  material 
loss. 

He  has  occupied  his  position  as  president  of  Defiance  College  but  a 
short  time,  but  his  record  as  one  of  the  best  educators,  organizers,  and  ad- 
ministrators of  educational  institutions  in  Ohio-  is  a sufficient  guarantee 
that  the  institution  now  under  his  charge  will  maintain  an  enviable  posi- 
tion among-  the  colleges  of  the  country.  He  may  be  said  to  have  always 
been  a student,  as  from  his  youth  to  the  present  time  he  has  constantly 
been  storing  his  mind  with  knowledg-e  of  many  kinds,  and  his  investiga- 
tions of  great  social,  political  and  religious  problems  in  his  mature  years 
have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  intellectual  men  of  his  day.  His 
scholastic  attainments  are  acknowledged  by  his  compeers  to  be  of  the  broad- 
est, while  as  a divine  he  is  forceful  and  eloquent. 

The  Latchaw  family  is  of  German  origin,  but  there  have  been  frequent 
intermarriages  with  French  stock.  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  thus  the  blood  in  his  veins  is  tinged  with  the  studious 
mien  of  the  German,  the  vivacity  of  the  French,  the  argumentativeness  of 
the  Scotch,  and  the  wit  of  the  Celt — a happy  combination  of  race  and  of 
traits  which  is  calculated  to  produce  under  the  free  air  of  America  the:  high- 
est type  of  Republican  citizenship.  John  Latchaw,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, came  from  Germany  with  his  wife,  Nancy,  and  located  near  Lancas- 
ter, Pennsylvania,  for  a time,  but  in  1830  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Harmony,  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  w-as  a 
man  of  substance,  following  farming  as  an  occupation,  and  he  was  a de- 
vout member  of  the  Church  of  God.  He  had  a family  of  children,  among 
whom  was  a son,  Samuel. 

Samuel  Latchaw,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  married  in  Venango 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1850,  to  Ann  Ross,  a daugditer  of  John  and  Jane 
(Ayers)  Ross,  and  three  years  later  he  removed  with  his  family  to'  Cedar 
eounty,  Iowa,  where  he  subsequently  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  operated  that  farm  until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Riley  Centre,  Riley 
county,  Kansas,  where  he  purchased  six  hundred  forty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  cultivated  until  1893.  He  then  sold  his  property  in  Kansas  and  removed 
to  Findlay,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a home,  and  he  now  resides  in  the  city, 
although  he  also  owns  a farm  near  by.  He  is  an  earnest  Christian,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  God,  and  is  highly  respected  as  a citizen. 

Doctor  Latchaw  was  born  at  Barkeyville,  V enango  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  7,  1851,  and  when  three  years  of  age  accompanied  the 
family  to  Iowa,  where  he  passed  his  youth  upon  his  father’s  farm.  At  an 
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early  age  he  manifested  a great  liking  for  study,  and  he  took  full  advan- 
tage of  the  course  offered  in  the  district  schools.  When  nineteen  he  at- 
tended for  one  term  the  Iowa  Collegiate  Institute  at  Wilton,  Iowa,  and 
during  the  following  winter  (1871-72)  he  taught  school.  In  the  spring  of 
1873  he  attended  another  term  at  the  Collegiate  Institute,  but  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  went  to  Rochester,  Minnesota,  on  a business  venture  and 
soon  afterward  was  offered  charge  of  a school  near  that  place,  where  he 
taught  during  the  winter  of  1873-74.  He  succeeded  so  well  that  he  was 
employed  for  the  spring  term,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874  he  returned  to  Iowa 
and  became  a student  at  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Wilton  for  another  term. 
The  winter  of  1874-75  he  was  occupied  in  teaching  the  school  near  his  fath- 
er's house;  but  in  the  spring  of  1875  visited  Minnesota  and  was  there 
married  in  Kalmar  township,  Olmsted  county,  to  Zella,  Amanda  Kimball, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  April  27,  1875,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
parents.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  also  an  accomplished  teacher,  and 
their  tastes  were  in  every  way  congenial.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
returned  to  Iowa  with  his  bride,  but  in  August,  1875,  he  disposed  of  his 
effects  there  and  removed  to  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  to  become  a student  in 
the  preparatory  school  attached  to  Hillsdale  College.  Two  years  in  that 
school  were  followed  by  an  attendance  at  Hillsdale  College  for  four  years, 
and  in  June,  1881,  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  receiving 
his  master’s  degree  A.  M.,  in  1884.  During  his  college  course  he  had 
given  much  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  theology;  which  he  zealously  con- 
tinued, and  subsequently,  in  1891,  the  degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  Alma  Mater. 

In  1881  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  two  children  to  the  place  of  his 
birth — Barkeyville,  Pennsylvania — and  by  solicitation  of  his  friends  became 
pastor  of  the  congregation  of  the  Church  of  God  at  that  place.  At  the 
same  time  he  established  the  Barkeyville  Academy,  which  under  his  charge 
became  a flourishing  school  with  seventy-five  students.  Later,  he  was 
offered  the  presidency  of  Findlay  College  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1885  he  removed  with  his  family  to  that  city  and  assumed  charge 
of  that  institution,  also  the  pastorate  of  the  Church  of  God,  connected  with 
the  colleg'e.  He  administered  the  affairs  of  the  college  with  great  suc- 
cess, making  it  one  of  the  most  prosperous  institutions  of  learning  in  the 
State,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  built  up  the  institution  marked  him  as 
a most  able  organizer  and  a man  of  superior  administrative  ability.  The 
college  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  in 
1893,  through  some  minor  differences  with  the  board  of  elders  as  to  church 
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polity,  Doctor  Latchaw  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  institution,  as  well 
as  the  pastorate  of  the  church.  This  was  done  much  to  the  regret  of  a 
majority  of  his  congregation  and  of  the  citizens  of  Findlay,  who  had  learned 
to  love  and  honor  him,  and  had  witnessed  with  pride  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  college  under  his  able  management.  The  Doctor  was  asked 
to  take  the  chair  of  Biblical  Theology  in  the  college,  but  declined  until 
the  board  of  elders  could  listen  to  two  of  his  sermons;  but  after  these  were 
delivered  the  elders  “declared  the  Chair  of  Biblical  Theology  vacant  for 
one  year."  They  also  failed  to  renew  his  yearly  license  as  a minister  (ac- 
cording to  the  usages  of  the  Church  of  God)  without  preferring  charges 
of  any  kind,  although  he  was  entitled  to  a hearing  under  the  church  rules. 

In  1893  Doctor  Latchaw  attended  the  World’s  Fair  at  Chicago,  and 
while  there  met  the  Rev.  George  Northrup  and  also  Rev.  Hulbert,  con- 
nected with  the  University  of  Chicago,  with  whom  he  held  lengthy  con- 
versations, exchanging  views  on  theological  subjects.  Fie  found  that  they 
did  not  differ  materially,  and  soon  afterward  he  received  a call  from  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  This  invitation  he  would  not 
accept  until  a church  council  was  called  at  Zanesville,,  before  which  he  ap- 
peared and  was  examined,  and  as  he  differed  but  slightly  with  the  council 
on  some  minor  points  they  voted  to  unanimously  ordain  him  as  a minister 
of  the  Baptist  denomination.  He  took  charge  of  the  church  at  Zanes- 
ville on  the  first  Sunday  in  November,  1893,  and  continued  as  their  pastor 
until  October,  J895,  when  he  resigned  to  devote  some  time  to  post-gradu- 
ate studies  at  Chicago  in  the  Semitic  languages,  Christology  and  German 
theology.  While  there  he  acted  as  pastor  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church  in 
that  city,  but  he  resigned  that  position  in  June,  1896,  to  take  charge  of 
his  present  work  at  Defiance. 

After  moving  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  Doctor  Latchaw  accepted  a unani- 
mous call  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  that  city  to  become  its  pastor, 
devoting  such  time  as  he  could  spare  from  his  college  work.  Fie  served 
in  this  capacity  a year  and  a half.  Though  he  never  had  any  friction  in 
his  affiliations  with  the  Baptists,  and  was  in  harmony  with  the  more  pro- 
gressive thinkers  of  that  denomination,  yet  he  was  always  somewhat  rest- 
ive under  the  restraints  and  constraints  of  ecclesiasticism.  He  never  in- 
dorsed the  denominational  or  sectarian  idea,  but  always  believed  and  taught 
and  practiced  the  essential  unity  of  all  believers,  recognizing  all  Christians 
of  whatever  name  or  sect,  provided  only  they  were  Christians,  as  his  breth- 
ren in  Christ;  and  refusing*  to  know  any  divisions  among  them.  He 
preached  that  the  Gospel  should  not  only  evangelize  the  world,  but  that 
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it  must  also  fraternize  the  race.  That  all  who  are  born  of  God  belong  to 
the  family  of  God,  the  All-Father.  That  the  Word  of  God  is  the  all-suffi- 
cient rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  that  every  child  of  God,  as  he  attains 
his  spiritual  majority,  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  private  judgment  and  in- 
terpretation of  his  own  duty  and  privileges  under  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
who  prohibited  his  followers  from  judging  one  another.  That  human  creeds 
and  ecclesiastical  dictation  are  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel, 
oppressive  to  the  reason  and  conscience  of  man,  a positive  hindrance  to 
the  progress  of  truth  and  human  freedom,  and  the  direct  cause  of  much 
of  the  strife  and  confusion  so  prevalent  among  men  and  nations.  These 
views  he  boldly  declared.  And  as  a natural  result  they  collided  with  sec- 
tionalism, exclusiveness,  and  bigotry.  And  though  he  would  have  been 
sustained  by  the  majority  of  the  church,  he  did  not  care  to  oppose  a fac- 
tional minority  even  upon  denominational  grounds.  But  preferring  to 
stand  upon  a thoroughly  cosmopolitan  basis,  he  resigned  his  pastorate  in 
Defiance  to  preach  simply  to  any  and  all  who  are  willing  to  affiliate  as  Chris- 
tian worshipers  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makes  all  free,  irrespective 
of  creed  or  sect.  Such  constitute  the  Assembly  of  God,  and  to-  such  Doctor 
Latchaw  feels  himself  called  to  preach. 

Doctor  Latchaw  has  a pleasant  home  at  Defiance,  where  he  has  re- 
ceived a warm  welcome  as  a citizen.  Fie  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  and  his  accomplished  wife  are  highly 
esteemed  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  city.  They  have  seven  children: 
Elsie  Grace,  Charles  Samuel,  Henry  Arthur,  Fred  Angelo  Emerson,  May 
Pauline,  Maud  Anna,  and  John  Rolin  Harper. 


BARTON  SELLERS  PETTIT. 

This  prominent  business  man  of  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  comes 
of  Revolutionary  stock  resident  many  years  in  Pennsylvania,  but  of  French 
birth. 

The  Pettit  genealogy  has  been  carefully  and  thoroughly  traced  to  the 
original  family  in  France,  by  one  of  its  lineal  descendants,  Judge  John  Pet- 
tit, of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Indiana.  The  first  of  the  ancestry  to  come 
to  this  country  were  three  sons  of  this  family,  who-  immigrated  here  during 
the  Colonial  period  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  that  struggle 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Patriot  army.  After  the  close  of  the  war  one  of 
the  brothers  settled  in  New  York,  one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  each  became  progenitor  of  a numerous  posterity.  The  brother 
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last  mentioned  was  the  forefather  of  the  Defiance  county  branch  of  the 
family,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  name 
was  John  Pettit,  and  he  resided  at  or  near  Lancaster,  where  he  reared  a 
family. 

One  of  his  children,  a son  named  John,  removed  in  1798  to  Kentucky, 
but  a few  years  later  changed  his  home  to  Miami  county,  Ohio.  This 
was  about  1808  or  1810,  a 17 cl  in  t8i6  he  made  Miss  Elizabeth  Dye,  of  that 
place,  his  wife.  She  was  a young  maiden  of  English  extraction,  and  pos- 
sessed the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  county. 
She  was  born  in  1800.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Dye,  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  “Inn”  at  the  trading  post,  which  has  since  become  the  town  of  Troy, 
Ohio.  Strange,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  scenes  of  her  childhood  days, 
and  striking-  the  contrast  between  the  social  pastimes  and  events  of  the 
period  of  her  young  ladyhood,  and  the  social  interests  of  the  society  lead- 
ers of  to-day;  and  if  we  picture  to  ourselves  the  home  life  on  the  farm  near 
Troy — then  in  the  “far  West” — to  which  John  Pettit  took  his  bride,  the 
eye  finds  little  that  is  attractive  in  that  primitive  scene;  yet  we  are  glad  to 
feel  that  each  and  every  age  is  fraught  with  its  own  peculiar  pleasures  and 
enjoyments  as  with  its  labors  and  interests,  inasmuch  as  happiness  comes 
not  by  arbitrary  rule,  and  “Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast.” 
The  whole  of  the  married  life  of  this  couple  was  passed  on  the  home  farm, 
the  children  came  to  the  home  to  the  number  of  sixteen — eleven  boys  and 
five  girls.  The  husband  and  father  died  there  in  1844,  and  the  widowed 
mother  afterward  changed  her  residence  to  a location  near  Marion,  Ma- 
rion county,  where  she  passed  from  earth  in  1874. 

Benjamin  Pettit,  a son  of  John,  was  born  in  1822,  and  in  1849  was 
married  to  Patsy  Morris,  a daughter  of  Owen  Morris,  a farmer  of  Troy. 
They  made  their  first  home  near  that  place,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
located  on  a farm  in  Marion  county,  near  the  city  of  Marion,  where  their 
seven  children  were  born,  except  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born 
near  Troy.  Mr.  Pettit  pursued  the  vocation  of  agriculture.  In  1866 
the  family  removed  tO'  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookston,  White  county, 
Indiana,  which  became  their  home  during  the  remainder  of  the  father’s 
life.  His  death  occurred  in  1879.  The  mother  now  lives  with  her  young- 
est daughter,  Mrs.  Emma  Ripley,  at  Hicksville.  The  Pettit  family  for  years 
were  communicants  of  the  Christian  Church;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Pettit  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Barton  Sellers  Pettit,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Patsy  (Morris)  Pettit,  was 
born  November  17,  1850,  and  passed  his  youth  and  the  earliest  years  of 
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his  manhood  in  the  parental  home,  receiving  his  first  literary  training  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  section,  and  supplementing  it  with  a regular 
course  of  study  at  Brookston  Academy,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  During  the  following  year  he  left  home 
and  began  to  learn  the  drug  business  at  Delphi,  Indiana,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  In  1879  he  purchased  the  drug  store  with  its  entire  stock,  sit- 
uated on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and  High  streets,  Hicksville, 
where  he  conducted  the  business  for  five  years,  when  he  removed  to  the 
northwest  corner,  just  opposite,  and  has  been  located  there  ever  since, 
occupying  one  of  the  finest  business  rooms  in  the  city.  In  1885  his  brother 
became  associated  with  him  in  business,  which  ‘is  now-  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  E.  M.  Pettit  & Co.,  and  which  is  probably  the  most  exten- 
sive of  the  kind  in  this  section. 

In  1880  our  subject  was  married  at  Brookston,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Es- 
tella  Powell,  who  died  in  August  of  the  following  year.  In  1884  he  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lillie  Gorgas,  and  their  home, 
an  attractive  modern  residence  on  the  corner  of  Bryan  and  High  streets 
erected  in  1893,  is  brightened  by  their  three  children:  Eula  A.,  born  June 

8,  1888;  Estella  M.,  born  December  25,  1889;  and  Mary  Emma,  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1893. 

Mr.  Pettit  has  always  been  a Republican  and  a contributor  to-  the  sup- 
port of  the  principles  of  his  party.  He  has  been  actively  associated  with 
educational  and  other  local  matters,  holding  various  official  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  to  which  an  appreciative  community  have  elevated  him. 
He  has  served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  nine  years, 
as  treasurer  of  the  Hicksville  Fair  Association  ten  years,  and  as  trustee 
and  superintendent  of  the  water  works  three  years,  besides  serving  in  other 
capacities.  His  religious-  connection  is  with  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  has  been  a member  for  the  past  thirteen  years,  and  has  served 
ns  steward  and  trustee.  Socially  he  is  a member 'of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


L.  S.  JAMESON. 

Mr.  Jameson,  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  “Wauseon  Tribune,”  a sterling  Republican  paper,  and  a local  news- 
paper of  much  merit,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born,  in  1841,  in 
Butler  county. 

Mr.  Jameson  has  a splendid  record  as  a soldier  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  He  first  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer 
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Infantry,  in  September,  1861;  then  for  a time  served  as  lieutenant  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  regiment,  after  which  he  organized  the 
One  Hundred  and  Eighty-fourth  regiment,  the  first  regiment  organized 
under  Governor  Brough’s  last  call  for  troops.  He  served  as  senior  captain, 
commanding  the  regiment  much  of  the  time.  President  Johnson  tendered 
him  a commission  as  brevet  colonel,  but,  not  being'  ready  to  “swing  around 
the  circle,’’  lie  declined. 

For  eleven  years  after  the  war  Mr.  Jameson  was  a commercial  traveler; 
but  in  1879  he  located  at  Celina,  Ohio,  and  soon  after  took  charge  of  the 
“Observer”  at  the  request  of  Republican  leaders.  From  1880  to  1892, 
during  which  time  he  published  the  “Observer,”  the  plant  more  than 
doubled  in  value.  In  1892  he  sold  the  “Observer,”  soon  afterward  pur- 
chasing the  “Fulton  County  Tribune,”  and  is  now  publishing  one  of  the 
neatest  country  newspapers  in  the  State.  He  has  erected  and  taken  pos- 
session of  a fine  two-story  building,  using  the  first  floor  for  his  office,  which 
is  as  well  arranged  as  can  be  found  anywhere. 

Mr.  Jameson  has  always  been  an  active  Republican.  For  ten  years  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Mercer  county  central  and  executive  committees. 
FTe  has  been  familiar  as  a delegate  to  all  State  and  District  conventions, 
and  was  an  alternate  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  of 
1888,  and  a delegate  to  the  National  Convention  of  1892. 

On  September  22,  1868,  Mr.  Jameson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mattie 
Boyd,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio. 


HON.  SOLOMON  JOHNSON. 

There  are  in  every  community  men  of  great  force  of  character  and 
exceptional  ability,  who  by  reason  of  their  capacity  for  leadership  become 
recognized  as  foremost  citizens,  and  bear  a most  important  part  in  the  devel- 
opment and  progress  of  the  locality  with  which  they  are  connected.  Such  a 
man  is  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  prominently  identified  with  Williams  county,  his 
home  being  in  Section  11,  Springfield  township. 

A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  March  2,  1850,  in  German  township, 
Fulton  county,  a son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Krontz)  Johnson.  The 
father,  who  was  a miller  and  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  German  township, 
November  28,  1855,  but  the  mother  is  still  living.  In  their  family  were  three 
children:  Sarah  (widow  of  William  Ufer),  Solomon  and  Simon. 

In  German  township,  Fulton  county,  Solomon  Johnson  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  1861,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Springfield  township. 
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Williams  county,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm,  becoming  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  acquiring  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For  four  terms  he  attended  the 
Normal  School  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  and  for  one  term  was  assistant  teacher  in 
that  institution.  For  some  time  he  followed  teaching  during  the  winter 
season  in  Williams,  Fulton  and  Defiance  counties,  Ohio,  and  for  one  year 
taught  in  the  high  school  at  Evansport,  Defiance  county. 

Mr.  Johnson  early  became  interested  in  public  affairs;  in  the  fall  of  1878 
he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  office  of  recorder  of 
Williams  county,  and  was  defeated  by  only  thirty  votes.  In  the  same  fall 
he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  graduated  in  March,  1880,  and  in  the  same  spring  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  both  Michigan  and  Ohio.  Locating  in  Bryan,  Ohio,  in  the 
winter  of  1883,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  there 
made  his  home  for  four  years.  He  now  owns  and  operates  an  excellent  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  in  Section  11,  Springfield  township,  whose  well-tilled 
fields  and  substantial  buildings  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
On  it  are  seventy  thousand  tiles,  all  laid  by  his  own  hands. 

In  Madison  township,  Williams  county,  on  September  14,  1882,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  M.  Bostater,  who  was 
born  in  that  county  March  14,  1862,  a daughter  of  Doctor  Andrew  J.  Bos- 
tater, of  Fayette,  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  been  born  four 
children:  Frank,  born  April  7,  1884;  Walter,  born  February  10,  1886; 
Robert,  born  September  19,  1890;  and  Albert,  born  November  1,  1897.  For 
a year  or  so  prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a teacher  in  Bryan. 
She  began  to  teach  when  she  was  only  sixteen  years  old,  and  taught  ten  terms 
before  her  marriage. 

The  Democratic  party  has  ever  found  in  Mr.  Johnson  a stanch  supporter, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1881  he  was  its  candidate  for  the  Legislature  from  his 
district;  but  was  defeated  by  Judge  Bowersox,  of  Bryan,  by  only  thirty-eight 
votes.  In  1883,  however,  he  was  elected  by  a majority  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  votes  over  that  gentleman,  and  two  years  later  was  re-elected, 
acceptably  serving  in  that  responsible  position  for  two  terms.  While  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Johnson,  in  addition  to  othei 
measures  of  less  importance,  was  the  author  of  the  law  making  the  lowest 
grade  certificate  for  schoolteachers  valid  for  one  year  instead  of  foi  six 
months,  as  the  law  then  stood.  He  considered  it  unjust  that  a teacher  should 
be  examined  twice  in  the  same  school  year.  He  was  also  the  author  of  the 
law  that  makes  a deed  for  real  estate  valid  as  against  all  parties  as  soon  as 
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it  is  filed  for  record,  and  does  not  leave  the  purchaser  at  the  mercy  of  anyone 
that  he  might  deal  with  until  six  months  after  the  date  of  his  deed,  as  formerly. 
The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  this  measure  was  referred,  refused  to 
recommend  its  passage,  but  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  that  com- 
mittee Mr.  Johnson,  by  a thorough  investigation  of  the  subject,  was  able  to 
show  the  justice  of  the  proposed  law,  and  thus  secured  its  enactment. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  also  filled  the  office  of  township  assessor  for  two 
terms ; school  examiner  five  years ; a member  of  the  school  board  in  Spring- 
field  township  eleven  years ; and  president  of  the  board  seven  years.  The 
cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a warm  advocate,  and  he  has 
done  much  toward  securing  a high  grade  of  schools  in  his  community.  Since 
the  latter  part  of  the  '70s  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
for  two  years  has  been  president  of  the  Williams  County  Farmers  Institute 
of  Bryan,  Ohio.  He  has  made  two  trips  to  Europe  in  order  to  study  the 
customs  of  the  people.  Both  in  public  and  private  life  he  has  been  true  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him,  conscientiously  discharges  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


HON.  MELVIN  MORRELI  BOOTHMAN. 

The  Boothman  family  originated  in  England,  the  ancestral  home  being 
in  Lancashire,  and  some  of  its  members  are  now  prominently  identified 
with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Manchester  and  Liverpool.  During 
the  war  of  1812  Robert  Boothman,  the  grandfather  of  the  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Bryan  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  came  to  this  country  as  a 
soldier  in  the  British  army,  and  when  hostilities  ended  he  settled  in  Hub- 
bard, Trumbull  county,  Ohio-,  and  became  a loyal  American  citizen.  By 
occupation  he  was  a cabinetmaker,  and  after  carrying  on  that  business  in 
Trumbull  county  for  some  time  be  removed  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

where  he  died  of  yellow  fever  about  1820.  His  wife,  Eliza  , to  whom 

■ 

he  was  married  in  Ohio,  formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  with  Ludwig 
Miller,  and  resided  in  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life. 

Lemuel  Boothman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  only  child  of 
Robert  and  Eliza  Boothman.  He  was  born  in  Trumbull  county  in  1818, 
and  his  youth  was  mainly  spent  there  in  the  home  of  an  adopted  father, 
Lemuel  Micheltree,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
In  the  fall  of  1842  he  came  to  Williams  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Section  36,  Jefferson  township,  then  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and 
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after  making  a visit  to  Trumbull  county  he  returned  in  the  spring-  of  1843 
and  made  his  home  upon  this  tract.  He  was  married  in  Williams  county 
to  Miss  Melisendra,  Hart,  a cousin  of  Hon.  Alphonso  Hart,  formerly 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ohio,  and  a direct  descendant  of  the  Harts  of 
Connecticut,  an  old  Colonial  family,  which  furnished  a number  of  soldiers 
to  the  American  army  in  Revolutionary  times.  The  young-  couple  began 
housekeeping  in  a log  cabin,  and  Mr.  Boothman  proceeded  to  improve  the 
place  for  a homestead,  clearing  all  but  twelve  acres.  He  became  a sub- 
stantial farmer  and  was  highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens,  being  fre- 
quently elected  to  local  offices.  In  1872  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Bryan,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  reside.  He  is  a man  of  independent 
judgment,  taking  much  interest  in  all  the  questions  of  the  time,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  is  a Universalist. 

Of  his  ten  children  one  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  Adelina,  now 
Mrs.  John  Thomas,  of  Adrian,  Michigan;  Melvin  M.,  our  subject,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Emily  L.,  now  Mrs.  A.  R.  Hyatt,  of  Brady 
township,  Williams  county;  Louis  K.,  who  married  Miss  Alice  Kerr  and 
resides  at  Stryker,  where  he  is  engaged  in  an  agricultural  business;  Rollin 
E.,  a well-borer  by  occupation,  who  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Cotterman  and 
settled  at  West  Lhiity;  Elery  C.,  a traveling  salesman  of  Bryan,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Miss  Eliza  J.  Starr,  and  (second)  Miss  Mary  E.  Shelley;  Julian 
W.  (a  member  of  the  dry-goods  firm  of  Binns,  Boothman  & Radabaugh, 
of  Bryan),  who  married  Miss  May  Ely;  Miss  Maria,  who  resides  at  Bryan 
with  her  parents;  and  William  M.,  who  married  Miss  Constance  Eager  and 
settled  in  Bryan. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  October  16,  1846,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  and  during  his  youth 
he  went  through  the  usual  experiences  of  a pioneer  farmer’s  son,  assisting 
in  the  work  of  the  farm  while  availing  himself  of  the  educational  privileges 
afforded  by  the  local  schools.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  a 
mere  boy,  but  on  January  4,  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  two 
months,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  soon  afterward  was  sent  to  Ringgold,  Georgia,  arriving  there  February 
1 8th.  The  company  went  into  camp  and  were  under  drill  until  the  10th 
of  the  following  May,  when  they  joined  the  forces  of  General  Sherman  for 
the  famous  Atlanta  campaign.  From  that  time  until  September  1,  1864, 
Mr.  Boothman  was  in  active  service,  taking  part  in  many  momentous  en- 
gagements, and  his  regiment,  which  contained  a full  complement  of  a thou- 
sand men  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  had  only  three  hundred  and 
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sixty  men  at  the  time  of  the  final  battle,  known  in  history  as  the  battle  of 
Jonesboro,  Georgia.  In  that  fierce  struggle  this  number  was  reduced  nearly 
one  half,  forty-two  being-  killed  and  one  hundred  and  ten  wounded.  Com- 
pany H,  being  a color  company,  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy  especially,  and 
out  of  thirty-three  men  who  went  into  battle  only  fourteen  escaped  injury, 
four  being  killed  outright.  Mr.  Boothman  was  hit  by  a minie  ball  in  the 
cap  of  the  left  knee,  which  so  disabled  him  that  he  was  sent  to  the  field 
hospital,  and  on  the  following  morning  the  limb  was  amputated  just  above 
the  knee.  Four  others  of  the  company  lost  their  left  legs,  and  of  these 
two  died  in  the  hospital. 

In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Boothman  had  regained  his  strength  sufficiently 
to  enable  him  to  return  home,  and  in  the  following  winter  lie  spent  six 
months  in  study  at  the  high  school  in  Stryker.  He  then  taught  school  for 
two  winters  in  Brady  township,  Williams  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1867 
entered  upon  a course  of  study  in  the  schools  of  Bryan,  working  to  pay  his 
expenses.  In  the  fall  of  1869  lie  went  to  Ann  Arbor  to  take  a course  in 
law  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1871  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  While  there  he  spent  his  vacations  in 
work  in  the  county  offices  in  order  to  secure  funds,  and  he  served  as  deputv 
auditor,  deputy  treasurer,  deputy  recorder,  and  deputy  clerk  in  Williams 
county,  Ohio.  On  graduating  he  returned  to  Bryan,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to-  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Wil- 
liams county,  by  a majority  of  sixty-one  votes.  I11  1873  he  was  re-elected, 
and  on  relinquishing  the  position  in  1876  he  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
Bryan,  having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1872. 

His  abilities  soon  won  recognition  in  this  field,  and  he  continued  suc- 
cessfully until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  was  elected  to  Congress  by  a major- 
ity of  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  votes.  During  the  first  term 
he  served  on  the  committee  on  Accounts,  also  the  committee  on  Revision 
of  the  Laws,  and  after  his  re-election  in  1888  he  was  appointed  to  member- 
ship in  the  committees  on  Accounts,  Indian  Affairs,  and  Claims.  In  1888 
his  majority  was  eighty-four,  but  as  his  is  a Democratic  district,  and  was 
carried  that  year  by  Cleveland  by  a majority  of  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  his  election  under  the  circumstances  was  a marked  proof  of  popularity. 
On  March  4,  1891,  he  returned  to  Bryan  to  resume  his  professional  work 
which  he  has  since  continued.  He  is  the  attorney  for  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Bryan,  and  he  has  an  extensive  general  practice,  being  regarded 
as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  northwestern  Ohio.  His  sound  judgment 
and  his  wide  knowledge  of  affairs  make  him  a valued  counselor  in  the 
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Republican  party,  and  in  1892  he  served  as  an  alternate  delegate  in  the 
national  convention  held  at  Minneapolis. 

In  June,  1871,  Mr.  Boothman  was  married  to  Miss  Angie  Bushong, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  Bushong,  prominent  residents  of  Jefferson 
township,  Williams  county,  her  father  being  a well-to-do  agriculturist. 
Four  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Ernest  H.,  born  April  28,  1872, 

who  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  in  June,  1896,  and  is  now  preparing 
for  the  legal  profession;  Grace,  born  April  16,  1874;  Dale  M.,  born  Febru- 
ary 17,  1877,  who  intends  to  become  a lawyer;  and  Jean  Bessie,  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1881.  The  family  reside  in  a pleasant  home  on  West  Bryan  street, 
and  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  town.  Mr.  Boothman 
is  a leading  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Bryan,  and  is  also  active 
in  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  being  a Knight 
Templar,  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  being  a charter  member  of  Evans  Post,  No. 
149,  at  Bryan,  in  which  he  has  served  as  senior  vice-commander. 


HON.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN. 

This  gentleman,  who  for  several  years  has  been  filling  an  enviable 
career  of  official  life,  is  a well-known  useful  member  of  the  Republican 
party  in  northwestern  Ohio,  and  is  a resident  of  Fayette,  Fulton  county. 

A native  of  New  York  State,  he  was  born  November  16,  1838,  in 
Monroe  county,  and  received  his  education  in  part  at  the  public  schools 
of  Monroe,  in  part  at  the  State  Normal  of  that  county,  later,  in  1858,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Eastman  Business  College  at  Rochester,  New  York.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  came  to  Fulton  county,  at  which  time  the 
village  of  Fayette  was  known  as  Gorham,  a mere  hamlet  consisting  of  one 
store  (Thompson  & Caldwell's)  and  a blacksmith  shop.  Here  our  subject 
entered  this  store  as  clerk,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until  the  fall  of  1861, 
at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  three  years,  and  resigned  in  January,  1864,  on  account  of  dis- 
ability, his  resignation  being  accepted.  On  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany he  was  made  second  lieutenant,  from  which  he  was  subsequently  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant,  which  rank  he  held  up  to  his  resig- 
nation. He  then  returned  to  Fayette,  and  soon  afterward  embarked  in 
mercantile  business  there,  in  which  he  continued  from  1865  to  1877,  and 
for  four  years  thereafter  he  conducted  a produce  business  in  the  same  local- 
ity. In  1885  he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  Fayette,  of  which 
institution  he  has  been  cashier  and  manager  ever  since. 
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In  1867  Mr.  Allen  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace  of  Gorham  town- 
ship, the  first  to  hold  the  office  in  that  township  as  a Republican,  Gorham 
being  at  that  time  Democratic  by  a majority  of  fully  eighty;  and  he  was 
re-elected  three  times.  In  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature,  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  to  represent  Fulton  county,  and  after  serving  one 
term  (two  years)  was,  in  1880,  re-elected.  During  his  career  in  the  Legis- 
lature he  served  on  the  following  committees:  Military  Affairs;  Roads  and 
Flighways;  and  Ditches,  Drains  and  Watercourses.  The  bill  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Insane  Asylum  in  Toledo  received  much  of  Mr.  Allen's  atten- 
tion, and  his  constituents  are  loud  in  their  praise  of  his  work  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Allen  also  served  for  six  years  on  the  county  board  of  school 
examiners  of  Fulton  county,  and  was  postmaster  at  Fayette  for  twelve 
years — 1865  to  1877.  Fie  is  usually  a delegate  to  State  Republican  con- 
ventions, and  altogether  takes  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  generally, 
in  the  county;  in  which  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  is  the 
only  Republican  among  six  brothers  in  the  Allen  family. 

In  1865  Charles  L.  Allen  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Gamber,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Gamber,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  section,  who  platted 
the  first  “lay-out”  for  the  village  of  Fayette.  She  was  born,  in  1847,  in 
New  York  State,  coming  to  Ohio  when  a child,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Gorham  township.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Carrie  B.,  at  home;  and  Elsie  M.,  wife  of  Doctor  Clare  Campbell,  of 
Tedrow,  Fulton  county,  Ohio. 

As  already  intimated,  Mr.  Allen  is  a pronounced  Republican  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  Socially,  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Gorham  Lodge,  No.  387,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  has  filled 
most  of  the  chairs  therein;  also  is  connected  with  the  K.  of  P.  and  with 
Stout  Post,  No.  108,  G.  A.  R.,  both  of  Fayette.  He  and  his  wife  are  identi- 
fied with  the  M.  E.  Church,  and,  although  non-communicants,  give  liber- 
ally of  their  means  toward  its  support. 

Isaac  Allen,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born,  in  1794,  in  Enfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  died  in  New  York  State  in  1884.  He  was  married  in  Con- 
necticut to  Miss  Mary  Terry,  a native  of  the  same  locality,  who  died  in  the 
year  1876.  The  father  traveled  from  Connecticut  to  western  New  York 
State  on  foot,  prior  to  the  building  of  the  Erie  canal.  He  served  in  the 
war  of  1812.  To  this  honored  pioneer  couple  were  born  ten  children: 
Chauncey,  Isaac,  Harriet,  Mary,  Julia,  Joseph,  Emily,  Henry,  Charles  and 
Arthur;  of  whom  Harriet  died  in  1898  and  Emily  in  1880.  Henry  served 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  New 
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York  Volunteer  Infantry,  entering  his  company  as  sergeant,  and  after  par- 
ticipating in  all  the  hard-fought  battles  his  regiment  was  engaged  in, 
returned  home  with  the  rank  of  captain. 


CHARLES  SEYMOUR. 

This  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Defiance  is  an  inventor  whose  genius, 
as  embodied  in  various  -designs  and  mechanisms,  has  been  recognized  in 
all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  For  about  twenty  years  past  he  has  been 
a designer  and  draughtsman  of  the  Defiance  Machine  Works,  and  his  in- 
ventions in  wood-working  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and 
carriages  have  enabled  the  company  to  distance  all  competitors. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  born  November  i,  1838,  at  Fish  House,  Fulton 
county,  New  York.  Harmon  Seymour,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a hatter  at  Ballston  Spa  and’  Schenectady,  New  York, 
his  death  occurring  at  the  latter  place. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Charles  Seymour  began  to  learn  the  machin- 
ist’s trade  in  the  New  York  Central  railroad  shops  at  Schenectady,  and 
during  his  apprenticeship  he  also  took  lessons  in  drawing,  and  studied  the 
theory  of  mechanics.  He  was  constantly  experimenting,  and  even  in  boy- 
hood he  produced  several  valuable  inventions,  especially  in  planers,  lathes, 
and  other  tools  used  by  machinists;  but  few  of  his  ideas  were  patented, 
and  the  benefits  accrued  to  his  employers.  In  1867  Mr.  Seymour  went  to 
Olympia,  Washington  Territory  (at  that  time),  and  established  a general 
jobbing  and  machine  business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  eight 
years.  In  1875  he  returned  to  the  East  and  located  at  Defiance,  accept- 
ing the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Defiance  Machine  Works,  with 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected.  In  1887  he  gave  up  the  post  of 
superintendent  and  accepted  that  of  designer  and  draughtsman.  As  the 
company  makes  a specialty  of  the  machinery  used  by  manufacturers  of 
carriages  and  wagons,  his  attention  has  been  turned  chiefly  in  that  direc- 
tion, his  inventions,  which  are  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  in  this  ar- 
ticle, being  all  patented  and  owned  by  the  company,  which  has  an  exten- 
sive trade  in  foreign  lands  as  well  as  in  this  country.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Seymour  has  been  an  occasional  contributor  to  scientific  journals,  his 
thoughtful  and  scholarly  articles  attracting  wide  attention.  He  was  the 
first  to  write  upon  the  properties  of  rotating  and  revolving  bodies  from  a 
mechanical  and  practical  standpoint,  and  his  conclusions  brought  him  the 
commendatory  notice  of  The  Franklin  Institute.  Had  he  been  of  a more 


132 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


grasping-  nature  lie  might  have  made  a large  fortune,  but  as  it  is  he  has  se- 
cured a fair  competence  from  his  efforts.  In  1894  and  1896  he  made  trips 
to  Europe  in  connection  with  his  business,  and  a plant  of  wagon  and  car- 
riage making  machinery  was  started  by  him  at  Zurich,  Switzerland.  While 
absent  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, including  Italy,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Hungary,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  the  British  Isles. 

Although  Mr.  Seymour’s  educational  opportunities  were  limited,  his 
attendance  at  the  public  schools  ending  when  he  was  only  eleven  years  old, 
he  has  gained  a wide  range  of  information  through  his  personal  efforts  with- 
out a teacher,  and  he  is  still  an  earnest  student  of  general  literature  as 
well  as  in  mechanical  lines.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  held  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  so- 
cially is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained  the  Knight 
Templar  degree. 


HON.  WILLIAM  H.  McCAULEY. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  Defiance  county 
than  Mr.  McCauley,  whose  name  is  inseparably  connected  with  its  political 
history.  He  is  distinctively  a man  of  affairs,  and  one  who  wields  a wide 
influence.  He  was  born  in  Tiffin  township,  September  28,  1852,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Defiance 
county.  His  grandfather,  Patrick  McCauley,  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsyl- 
vania and  first  located  in  Montgomery  county,  but  in  1837  became  a resident 
of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county. 

Philip  McCauley  (the  father  of  our  subject)  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1822,  and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  Ohio, 
becoming  a resident  of  Defiance  county  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  bore 
an  important  part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  Tiffin  township,  and 
there  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest.  May  22,  1892.  In  early 
manhood  he  married  Miss  Mary  Wissler,  a native  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  John  Wissler,  also  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of 
Defiance  county;  having  located  in  Tiffin  township  in  1833.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCauley  were  born  six  children,  namely:  John  C. ; Orlando;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Peter  Kuhn;  William  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Hattie;  and 
Freeman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  The  mother  of  these  children 
is  still  living. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  William  H.  McCauley  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
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borhood,  later  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  for  one  year. 
He  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  and  for  thirteen 
winters  successfully  engaged  in  teaching.  On  December  25,  1878,  in  Tiffin 
township,  he  married  Miss  Ida  Spangler,  who  was  born  in  that  township 
December  10,  1855-  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Spangler,  the 
former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Defiance  county.  The  mother 
died  in  Defiance  in  1865,  leaving  three  children:  Ida,  Laura  B.  and  Clara. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCauley  began  their  domestic  life  upon  their  present  farm 
of  eighty  acres,  and  since  abandoning  the  teacher’s  profession  he  has  devoted 
his  energies  wholly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Two  children  have  come  to  bless 
their  home,  namely:  John  IT  and  Mabel  R. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  McCauley  has  been  unswerving  in  his 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democracy.  He  has  often  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  local  official  positions,  being  clerk  of  Tiffin  township  for  six 
consecutive  terms,  trustee  for  six  years,  and  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion in  that  township.  On  the  Democratic  ticket,  in  the  fall  of  1895,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Seventy-second  General  Assembly,  and  in  that  body  served  on 
several  important  committees,  including  those  on  Temperance,  Public  Ways, 
and  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Orphans’  Home.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  Legislature  as  a member  of  the  Seventy-third  General  Assembly, 
and  served  on  the  County  Officers,  Common  Schools  and  Temperance  Com- 
mittees. He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare 
of  his  township  and  county,  and  withholds  his  support  from  no  enterprise  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCauley  both  hold  member- 
ship with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  take  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  all  church  work.  They  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many  of  the  best  homes 
of  the  county,  and  wherever  known  are  held  in  high  regard. 


GEORGE  K.  OTIS. 

This  descendant  of  a family  prominently  connected  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the  same,  born  in  Sugar  Creek 
township,  March  11,  1844.  Jesse  Otis,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  that 
county,  was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  of  New  England  ancestry 
of  the  Hon.  James  Otis  stock. 

Jesse  Otis  made  his  new  home  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  near  Dalton. 
He  there  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  pursuit  of  his  trade  as  a blacksmith  engaged  in  farming, 
and,  besides,  gave  attention  to  the  public  interests  of  the  township,  becom- 
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ing  a prominent  citizen  and  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other 
official  positions.  He  married  Charlotte  Davy,  of  Frederick,  Maryland, 
April  17,  1817,  and  that  place  became  their  home  till  death  called  them 
from  earthly  scenes.  The  former  died  May  1,  1856,  suddenly  while  return- 
ing in  his  buggy  from  the  city.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Merrill  Otis,  a son  of  Jesse  and  Charlotte  (Davy)  Otis,  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  and  was  there  married  tO’  Margaret  Saltzman.  They  spent 
the  first  six  years  of  their  married  life  there,  and  then,  with  the  three  child- 
ren that  had  come  to  their  home,  moved  to  Milford,  Defiance  county,  and 
located  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  purchased  by  Mr.  Otis. 
He  afterward  added  eighty  acres  to  the  original  purchase,  and  for  a long 
period  conducted  the  farm,  making  that  place  the  permanent  home  of  the 
family.  Six  children  were  added  to  the  household  during  the  residence 
there. 

Well-known  in  his  day,  Merrill  Otis  commanded  the  high  regard  of 
the  community,  and  for  its  good  he  was  actively  interested.  He  was 
elected  county  commissioner  two  terms,  and  served  as  trustee  of  the  town- 
ship, member  of  the  school  board,  and  in  other  township  offices.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  received  the  marked  confidence 
of  his  fellow  members  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lost  Creek  by  being 
chosen  a trustee,  a position  he  held  for  many  years.  He  departed  this 
life  in  1890  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was  buried  in  Hicksville  ceme- 
tery by  the  side  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years. 

George  K.  Otis,  the  second  of  the  nine  children  of  Merrill  and  Mar- 
garet Otis,  was  born  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  but  spent  most  of  his  child- 
hood days  in  the  new  home  at  Milford,  where  in  study  and  farm  life  the 
years  passed  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  Eager  then  to  join  in 
the  defense  of  the  Union  against  the  Confederate  foe,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  Eleventh  Ohio  V olunteer  Infantry,  to  serve  during 
the  war,  his  brother,  Doctor  William  Otis,  enlisting  at  the  same  time.  Af- 
ter two  weeks  of  camp  life  at  Toledo,  the  company  on  August  13,  1862, 
was  ordered  to  Cincinnati  and  thence  to>  Covington,  Kentucky.  The  regi- 
ment formed  a part  of  the  division  under  General  Rosecrans,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  campaign  conducted  by  him  against  General  Bragg.  After 
the  engagement  at  Franklin,  Kentucky,  in  which  the  young  soldier  took 
part,  his  health  failed,  and  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Park  Barracks, 
Louisville,  by  General  Gilmore,  and  served  as  such  from  the  5th  of  De- 
cember to  the  1st  of  April.  He  then  rejoined  his  company  at  Frank- 
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fort,  but  soon  afterward  was  prostrated  by  typhoid  pneumonia,  and  receiv- 
ing an  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  was  mustered  out  June  n, 
1863.  His  father  removed  him  on  a cot  to<  his  home,  in  Milford,  and  af- 
ter the  youth’s  recovery  he  resumed  study,  becoming  a student  at  the  aca- 
demy at  Newville,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months.  He  then 
took  a course  of  study  at  the  Commercial  College,  Cleveland,  graduating 
in  1865,  and  after  his  graduation  lie  taught  school  one  term  in  Adams 
township,  Defiance  county.  A year  at  home  followed,  during  which  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  a store  at  Bryan. 

In  1864  the  State  of  Ohio  was  organized  into  military  companies.  In 
Milford  township,  Defiance  county,  one  entire  company  was  raised,  and 
the  officers  were  elected  by  a special  election  called  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State.  Three  officers — captain,  first  lieutenant  and  second  lieutenant — 
were  elected  in  Milford  township,  the  election  resulting  in  a spirited  con- 
test between  Democrats  and  Republicans.  The  result  of  the  election  was 
the  Republicans  electing  the  captain  and  second  lieutenant  by  majorities 
of  thirty-five  and  fifty-one  respectively,  and  the  Democrats  electing  George 
K.  Otis  for  first  lieutenant  by  a majority  of  three.  In  those  days  the  Re- 
publicans had  a large  majority  in  the  township. 

On  March  19,  1867,  Mr.  Otis  was  married  tO'  Miss  Sarah  Hilbert,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Hilbert,  a farmer  and  lumber  dealer  of  Hicksville.  After 
marriage,  he  rented  his  father’s  farm  and  began  housekeeping  there;  but  at 
the  end  of  two  years  he  bought  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Hicksville  town- 
ship, on  which  he  located.  After  operating  it  one  year  he  sold  it  and  turned 
his  face  westward,  going  first  to  Montana,  Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  for  a while,  and  later  became  a hardware  dealer  in  La- 
bette City,  Kansas,  remaining  there  a year  and  a half,  when  he  removed  to 
Howard  county,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  purchased  a tract 
of  land  containing  eight  hundred  acres.  This  he  conducted  as  a stock 
farm,  meeting  with  success;  but  the  climate  not  agreeing  with  him,  he,  in 
1873,  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  embarked  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  also  dealing  in  stock  and  general  produce.  He  carried  on 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  business  in  these  industries  for  three  years  and 
nine  months,  when  he  went  to  Hicksville  and  spent  a year  in  the  drug 
trade,  after  which  he  became  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  farming  implements, 
an  occupation  he  followed  successfully  until  1885.  He  then  entered  upon 
general  merchandising,  engaging  in  speculation  also,  and  through  his  loans 
(to  friends)  met  with  losses  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars.  For 
a number  of  years  since  that  time  he  has  been  in  the  real-estate  field,  and 
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in  connection  with  his  dealings  therein  is  serving  as  postmaster  in  Hicks- 
ville,  having  received  the  appointment  by  President  Cleveland,  in.  1894. 
His  is  a firm  advocate  of  Democratic  principles,  giving  of  his  means  and 
using  his  influence  in  support  of  the  same.  In  Milford  he  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  three  years,  and,  in  Hicksville,  the  office  of  township  treas- 
urer has  been  conferred  upon  him  two  terms.  In  September,  1898,  he 
was  honored  by  Governor  Bushnell  with  an  appointment  as  the  Fifth  Dis- 
trict member  of  the  Ohio  Centennial  Commission  for  1903.  The  term  to 
be  served  will  be  of  four  years’  duration,  and  the  compensation  of  each  of 
the  commissioners  will  be  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  year 
and  expenses.  That  he  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  involved  therein, 
none  wdio  know  his  straightforward  and  business-like  methods  can  doubt. 
He  will  be  an  honor  to  the  State  and  to  his  own  home,  and  will  be  a val- 
uable member  of  the  Centennial  commission. 

On  March  19,  1867,  Mr.  Otis  was  married  to  Sarah  Hilbert,  who  died  in 
1883,  leaving  two  children,  Mary  Della  and  Judson  D.  On  April  2,  1885, 
Mr.  Otis  formed  a second  matrimonial  alliance,  making  Miss  Minnie  M. 
Cowhick  his  bride,  and  the  children  of  this  marriage  are  Vera  and  Lloyd. 
The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Otis  is  a substantial  member.  He  has  been  the  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  six  years,  and  as  trustee  and  elder  of  the  church  has  rend- 
ered faithful  service  for  many  years.  As  a citizen  he  is  kind-hearted,  gen- 
erous and  public-spirited,  and  he  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  estimation 
of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity;  of  Hicksville  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  The  home  of  the  family,  on  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Dixon 
avenue,  is  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Hicksville. 


ROBERT  FILLMORE  KERR. 

For  nearly  forty  years  the  name  of  Kerr  has  been  most  closely  and 
prominently  associated  with  the  growth  and  development  of  Defiance 
county.  The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
conspicuous  characters  of  Hicksville,  where  his  life  thus  far,  with  little 
exception,  has  been  passed,  and  where  he  has  risen  to  prominence  in  busi- 
ness and  social  circles. 

Joseph  Kerr,  his  grandfather,  a native  of  Dungannon,  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  was  of  stanch  Presbyterian  stock,  and  when  a young  man  (in  the 
year  1812)  emigrated  with  a brother.  Robert,  to  the  United  States.  Joseph 
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Kerr  was  a weaver  by  trade  and  located  at  Honeybrook,  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He  was 
married  in  that  vicinity  to  Elizabeth  Lemon,  also  of  pure  Irish  stock,  and 
had  a family  of  ten  children.  The  parents  died  at  Honeybrook,  Joseph 
Kerr  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years  and  his  wife  at  ninety  years. 

Among  their  children  was  a son,  Joseph  Kerr  (2),  the  father  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  September  10,  1820,  at  Honeybrook,  Pennsylvania. 
When  a youth  he  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  in  1842  migrated  west,  set- 
tling at  Middletown,  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  where  he  conducted  a tailoring 
business.  He  was  married  there  October  9,  j 845,  to  Miss  Jane  Dowell,  who 
was  born  September  18,  1827,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Harold) 
Dowell.  Her  parents  were  married  near  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
were  respectively  of  Welsh  and  German  extraction.  Jacob  Dowell  was  a 
Methodist  minister,  and  after  settling  in  the  woods,  in  a log  cabin,  at  Mid- 
dletown, Holmes  county,  in  1820,  he  served  more  or  less  as  a local  preacher. 
He  was  a farmer  at  that  place,  and  also  a Thompsonian  physician,  and  was 
a man  of  much  strength  of  character.  His  death  occurred  at  the  homestead 
there  in  1839,  aged  sixty-three  years.  His  widow  died  there  October  18, 
1881,  aged  eighty-six  years  six  months  and  eighteen  days. 

Joseph  and  Jane  (Dowell)  Kerr  removed  from  Middletown,  Holmes 
county,  in  1857,  to  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  where  he  purchased  a part 
interest  in  a sawmill,  the  first  winter  also  doing  some  tailoring,  which  was 
the  last  work  at  his  trade,  however,  as  he  subsequently  gave  his  whole 
attention  to  farming,  milling,  and  other  interests.  To  his  sawmill  he  soon 
afterward  added  a gristmill,  which  was  operated  until  1862,  when  he  sold 
out  this  property  and  purchased  a gristmill  at  Lagrange,  Indiana,  conduct- 
ing it  some  years,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  figures  extensively 
in  the  business  affairs  of  Hicksville,  and  is  closely  identified  with  its  progress. 
He  was  an  original  stockholder  in  establishing  the  electric  light  plant  there, 
and  was  also  a charter  stockholder  in,  and  assisted  in  establishing,  the  Mer- 
chants and  Farmers  Bank  in  1884,  which  was  merged  into,  and  is  now, 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Hicksville,  holding  the  office  of  director  or 
vice-president  of  the  bank  since  1884.  He  is  the  largest  owner  in  the 
Eureka  Milling  Company,  and  owns  one-half  of  the  elevator  adjoining. 
Very  soon  after  going  to  live  at  Hicksville  he  purchased  land,  has  nearly 
ever  since  been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  Defiance  county, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  about  five  hundred  acres  near  the  village. 

When  a young  man  Mr.  Kerr  united  with  the  Methodist  Church;  his 
life  has  always  been  a temperate  one,  and  he  has  always  been  prominent  by 
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means  and  influence  in  advocating  temperance  principles.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a Whig,  and  later  became  a Republican,  though  never  a politician 
in  an  active  sense.  He  has  served  the  corporation  as  a member  of  its  school 
board,  and  as  one  of  the  village  council  for  two  terms.  In  all  the  different 
walks  of  life  Mr.  Kerr  has  earned  a reputation  for  honesty  and  honorable 
citizenship,  second  to.  none,  and  in  his  declining  years  enjoys  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  entire  community,  where  he  has  been  a resident  for 
forty  years.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Kerr  and  his  wife,  namely: 
(i)  Joseph  D.,  born  August  2,  1846;  (2)  Thomas  William,  born  November 
22,  1847,  was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Martha  Shipley,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child — Reed  Kerr.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Emma  Hilbern, 
December  3,  1890,  and  they  have  one  son — Jo.  Thomas  William  now 

resides  at  Carmi,  Illinois,  an'd  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business;  (3)  Robert 
Fillmore,  born  February  19,  1851;  (4)  Alice  May,  born  November  5,  1853, 
married  E.  W.  Crook;  (5)  Laura  E.,  born  November  6,  1856,  died  June  29, 
1864.  The  parents  of  this  family  reside  in  Hicksville.  Mrs.  Jane  (Dowell) 
Kerr  united  with  the  Methodist  Church  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  retain- 
ing her  membership  to  the  present  time. 

Robert  Fillmore  Kerr,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  is  the  senior 
partner  of  the  most  important  manufacturing  industry  in  his  home-village. 
The  nucleus  from  which  the  present  extensive  manufacturing  and  milling 
interests  of  the  Kerr  Brothers  at  Hicksville  sprang  was  formed  in  1874  by 
Joseph  D.,  Thomas  W.,  and  Robert  Fillmore  Kerr,  where  they  began  the 
manufacture  of  handles.  In  addition  to  their  own  labor  they  then  employed 
only  one  man,  but  under  careful  and  skillful  management  the  business  stead- 
ily and  gradually  increased,  until  it  now  consists  of  three  distinct  plants — 
one  for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implement  handles,  broom  handles, 
bicycle  rims,  pike  and  tent  poles,  cant-hook  handles,  and  many  other  spe- 
cialties, occupying  two  large  buildings  and  five  warehouses,  the  work  of 
which  gives  employment  to  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  men.  Another  plant  is 
styled  the  “Buckeye  Furniture  Company,”  which  occupies  two  large  build- 
ings in  which  are  employed  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  men.  While  the 
third  plant  consists  of  a planing  and  saw  mill,  which  gives  employment  to 
twenty  men.  The  firm  has  undergone  several  changes  in  ownership  since 
its  establishment,  but  for  the  past  ten  years  or  more  Robert  Fillmore  Kerr 
and  his  brother-in-law,  E.  W.  Crook,  have  been  the  sole  owners,  though 
it  still  retains  the  firm  name  of  “Kerr  Brothers,”  under  whom  the  business 
has  assumed  its  present  large  proportions,  and  is  now  the  pride  of  the  vil- 
lage and  surrounding  country,  and  the  support  of  many  families. 
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The  senior  partner,  Robert  Fillmore  Kerr,  was  born  at  Middletown, 
Holmes  county,  February  19,  1851,  and  was  six  years  of  age  when  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Hicksville;  here  he  passed  his  young  days  in  attending 
the  village  schools  and  in  assisting  on  his  father's  farm  adjoining  the  cor- 
poration. He  inherited  the  studious  traits  of  the  German  strain  in  his 
blood,  and  employed  much  of  his  time  in  study  even  when  going  to  and 
from  work,  studying  over  problems  and  orally  repeating  texts,  with  the  sole 
object  of  disciplining  his  mind.  By  close  application  and  individual  effort- 
out  of  school,  he  acquired  a valuable  part  of  his  education  and  became  one 
of  the  best  read  and  posted  men  on  current  topics  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  Later,  in  the  way  of  mental  drill  and  of  acquiring  additional 
knowledge,  he  taught  school  near  Hicksville  for  three  winters.  He  also  fur- 
ther prepared  himself  for  usefulness  in  the  world  by  becoming  a member 
of  a religious  society,  uniting  with  the  Methodist  Church  when  about  six- 
teen years  of  age.  Thus  thoroughly  equipped  morally  and  mentally,  young 
Kerr  was  prepared,  when  only  twenty-five  years  of  age,  with  his  brothers 
to  establish  and  direct  what  developed  into  a vast  business  in  after  years, 
and  of  which  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  has  been  the  controlling  and 
directing  spirit  for  many  years.  Although  occupied  continually  with  the' 
many  affairs  of  his  large  business,  Mr.  Kerr  has  found  time  to  give  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  his  Church,  and  during  his  thirty  years’  membership 
he  has  served  nearly  all  of  that  period,  either  as  trustee  or  class  leader,  and 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  the  popular  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  school.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  until  the  organization  of 
the  Prohibition  party,  is  now  an  uncompromising  temperance  advo- 
cate and  has  been  identified  with  every  movement  for  the  suppression  of 
the  liquor  traffic,  devoting  time,  labor  and  money  to  that  end.  On  Decem- 
ber 1,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Amanda  J.  Otis,  who  died  April  21,  1885, 
without  issue,  and  on  January  4,  1894,  he  was  married  to>  Elizabeth  J. 
Banks.  By  this  union  there  are  two  children:  Robert  Wendell,  born  De- 
cember 15,  1894,  and  Madonna  Elizabeth,  born  July  31,  1896. 

In  1879-80  Mr.  Kerr  lived  in  Chicago,  where  he  established  an  agency 
for  the  handling  of  the  products  of  the  firm's  factory;  with  this  exception 
he  has  for  a period  of  forty  years  been  a constant  resident  of  Hicksville.  The 
firm,  in  addition  to  the  ofher  large  interests,  owns  three  brick  business 
blocks  in  the  city  and  other  property.  Their  great  success  may  be  attrib- 
uted to  good  business  judgment,  industry,  integrity,  and  energy,  a happy 
combination  possessed  by  the  firm. 
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JOHN  P.  EISER. 

The  present  sheriff  of  Defiance  county,  John  P.  Eiser,  is  an  able  and 
faithful  official,  and  his  fearless  discharge  of  his  difficult  and  sometimes 
dangerous  duties  has  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  better  element  of  the 
community,  while  his  name  has  become  a veritable  “terror  to  evil  doers.”  A 
long  service  as  constable,  deputy  sheriff,  and  deputy  United  States  marshal 
prepared  him  for  his  work,  and  it  is  seldom  that  a man  is  found  so  thoroughly 
equipped  for  the  office. 

Mr.  Eiser  was  born  October  i,  1859,  in  the  city  of  Defiance,  the  son  of 
Doctor  Andrew  Eiser,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Eiser.  Both  parents  were  natives 
of  Monheim,  Germany,  and  they  remained  in  the  Fatherland  for  some  years 
after  their  marriage.  In  1840  they  came  to  America  with  their  family,  which 
then  consisted  of  three  children,  and  located  first  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  in  1843, 
removing  to  Defiance,  where  the  father  died  in  1858.  He  had  studied  for  the 
medical  profession  in  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  this  country  engaged  in 
practice  with  marked  success.  His  wife  survives  him,  and  for  some  time 
resided  with  our  subject  in  Defiance,  but  in  June,  1896,  she  went  to  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  to  visit  a daughter,  and  was  stricken  with  paralysis  from 
which  she  has  not  recovered.  The  family  has  always  been  identified  with 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  both  parents  being  devout  members  they  reared 
their  children  carefully  in  the  same  faith.  The  three  children  born  in  Ger- 
many were  Elizabeth,  Andrew,  and  Emma,  and  the  four  born  in  Defiance 
were  Sarah,  Josephine,  George  Washington,  and  John  P.  (our  subject). 

John  P.  Eiser  was  educated  in  Defiance,  attending  the  Union  Schools,  also 
the  parochial  schools  of  the  German  Catholic  Church,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
began  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  seven  or  eight  years. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  constable,  in  which  he  served  so  faith- 
fully and  efficiently  that  he  was  retained  in  the  position  for  thirteen  years, 
resigning  it  only  to  take  the  oath  of  office  as  sheriff.  During  that  period  he 
served  four  years  as  deputy  sheriff,  being  appointed  in  1888,  and  four  years  as 
United  States  marshal  under  B.  F.  Wade,  of  Toledo,  the  appointment  being 
made  in  1890.  His  services  in  both  positions  were  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactory  to  his  superior  officers  and  the  people  at  large,  his  prompt  ful- 
fillment of  all  official  duties  bringing  him  prominently  and  favorably  before 
the  public.  His  courage  and  determination  were  often  put  to  severe  tests, 
his  duties  being  performed  at  times  at  the  risk  of  his  life  when  a desperate 
criminal  was  to  be  found  and  arrested.  Altogether  he  has  apprehended  more 
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than  one  hundred  and  fifty  offenders  who  were  convicted  and  sent  to  the 
penitentiary.  Naturally  he  became  familiar  with  the  legal  practice  connected 
with  the  offices  mentioned,  and  this  is  now  of  great  advantage  to  him,  all  the 
details  as  to  papers  and  forms  of  procedure  being  decided  upon  without  fear 
of  error. 

In  1896,  when  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  to  his  present 
office,  he  was  elected  by  a majority  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  although 
his  opponent  was  a most  popular  man,  and  had  been  elected  two  years  previous 
by  a handsome  vote.  Mr.  Tuttle  is  the  only  Republican  ever  elected  to  the 
office  of  sheriff  in  Defiance  county.  Notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  his 
official  duties,  he  has  served  for  some  years  as  a member  of  the  fire  department 
of  Defiance.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  is  prominent  socially 
as  a member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Ohio  and  the  German  Aid  Society. 
He  earned  his  first  money  as  a bill  poster,  and  now  owns  all  the  bill  boards 
in  Defiance. 

On  October  2,  1886,  Sheriff  Eiser  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Fannie  Partee,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Justice)  Partee,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died  in  Camp  Dennison 
in  1861,  from  a wound  received  in  battle.  His  widow  still  resides  in  Evans- 
port,  Defiance  county,  the  birthplace  of  our  subject’s  wife.  To  Sheriff  and 
Mrs.  Eiser  have  been  born  three  children:  Mabel,  Bernadine,  and  John,  Jr. 


HON.  WILLIAM  GEYSER. 

In  our  cosmopolitan  population  we  have  no  more  valuable  citizens  than 
those  who  owe  their  origin  to’  the  Fatherland.  The  steady,  industrious 
habits  of  the  Germans,  combined  with  their  strict  sense  of  duty  and  honor, 
tend  to  make  them  useful  citizens,  loyal  and  patriotic  to  their  new  country, 
wherein  they  earn  their  daily  bread.  Such  a one  is  the  Hon.  William 
Geyser,  who  was  born  October  3,  1841,  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  a son  of 
Jacob  Geyser,  who  died  in  his  native  land. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  country  until 
at  the  age  of  eleven  he  accompanied  his  widowed  mother  to  America.  They 
came  to  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  and  there  two  years  later  his  mother  died. 
Left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  young  William  found  himself  thus 
early  compelled  to  face  the  responsibilities  of  existence.  He  found  work 
on  a farm,  later  clearing  land  and  leveling  a forest  for  himself. 

Hardly  had  the  echo'  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  died  away,  when,  in 
response  to  the  startled  country’s  call  for  aid,  William  Geyser  left  his  plow 
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and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  he  veteranized,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  at  the  close 
of  the  war  in  September,  1865.  He  served  as  a private  during  the  entire 
war,  and  participated  in  all  of  the  skirmishes  and  battles,  including  that 
of  Wild  Cat  Mountain,  in  which  his  company  took  part.  They  were  with 
Sherman  in  the  march  through  Georgia,  and  were  on  picket  duty  when 
General  Thomas’  aid-de-camp  was  killed  at  Peach  Orchard.  When  peace 
had  been  declared  Mr.  Geyser  went  quietly  home  and  assumed  his  agricul- 
tural duties,  in  connection  with  a sawmill,  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Swanton,  and  for  a year  and  a half  clerked  in  a store.  He  then  went  to 
Delta,  Ohio,  but  after  a year  spent  there  returned  to  Swanton  and  engaged 
in  the  grocery  and  general  merchandise  business,  which  he  yet  conducts. 
His  strict  attention  to  business  and  his  courteous  treatment  to  customers 
have  brought  their  own  reward  in  a constantly  increasing  trade,  and  he  now 
occupies  two  rooms,  the  first  of  which  he  built  in  1872;  six  years  later  he 
was  compelled  to  add  the  other,  so  extensive  had  his  trade  become. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Geyser  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  doctrines  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Republican  party.  He  has  always  been  actively  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  his  chosen  party,  and  in  1888  was  selected  a delegate  to 
the  Senatorial  Convention  held  at  Toledo.  This  district  was  strongly  Dem- 
ocratic, and  included  the  six  counties  of  Lucas,  Fulton,  Wood,  Henry, 
Hancock,  and  Putnam.  Mr.  Geyser  attended  the  convention  without  any 
intention  of  accepting  office,  and  was  very  much  astonished  to  find  himself 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  convention  for  State  senator.  His  loyalty 
to  his  party  induced  him  to  make  what  seemed  to-  be  a hopeless  race,  but 
his  indomitable  will,  his  untiring  energy,  and,  above  all,  his  undoubted 
integrity  and  untarnished  reputation,  won  the  fight,  and  he  was  elected 
by  a majority  of  eighteen  hundred!  During  his  term  in  the  Senate  his 
duties  were  performed  with  that  same  care  of  detail  and  honorable  methods 
that  had  characterized  his  commercial  career.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  Owen  Sunday  Law  and  all  the  measures  that  would  in  any  way 
tend  to  the  bettering  of  the  moral  nature  of  the  people.  Placed  unexpect- 
edly in  a position  of  such  great  responsibility  and  trust,  he  rose  to  the  occa- 
sion and  completed  his  term  with  honor  to  himself  and  with  glory  to  his 
constituents. 

Mr.  Geyser  has  been  three  times  married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  wedded  in  1863,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Brown,  and  of  this  union  were 
born  two  children:  (1)  Maude,  who  married  Charles  Marsh,  a business  man 
of  Toledo-,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  named  Guy;  and  (2)  Lizzie,  who 
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married  Louis  Isbell,  and  they  have  one  child,  Emma.  After  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Geyser,  Mr.  Geyser  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Schrock,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  named  Minnie.  In  1880  he  married 
his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Amy  Haubiel,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two'  children:  Dorothy,  and  William,  now  a student  of  Kenyon  Col- 
lege, Gambier,  Ohio.  Fraternally,  the  Hon.  William  Geyser  is  prominent 
as  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which  he  has  repeatedly  represented  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  during  the  twenty-seven  years  of  his  active  membership;  for 
eight  years  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Elks,  and  was  made  a K.  P.  in  Toledo, 
but  is  now  a member  of  the  Lodge  in  Swanton. 

The  Hon.  William  Geyser  is  a fine  example  of  the  self-made  man,  one 
who  is  capable  of  leading  and  directing  the  affairs  of  the  community  with 
greater  facility  than  most  men  can  direct  their  own.  He  has  attained  for- 
tune, friends  and  honored  position  by  a life  devoted  to  high  ambition  and 
lofty  purposes,  and  it  would  require  no  “ancient  seer  in  star-lit  tower”  to 
cast  his  horoscope  to  find  him  still  higher  up  on  the  ladder  of  fame  before 
his  part  is  played. 


HON.  JOHN  F.  DEATRICK. 

This  gentleman  for  ten  years  (1880-86  and  1894-98)  was  mayor  of 
Defiance,  has  been  for  forty-three  years  past  prominently  identified  with 
the  social,  business  and  official  life  of  that  thriving  town.  He  is  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  at  Chambersburg  November  26,  1829,  and 
is  of  German  descent. 

Mr.  Deatrick’s  grandparents  came  from  the  Fatherland  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
purchased  farming  lands.  They  reared  a large  family  of  children,  among 
whom  was  a son,  John  Jacob  Nicholas  Deatrick,  our  subject’s  father,  who 
was  born  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Boyer,  also  of  German  ancestry.  He  owned  and  operated  a woolen-mill 
in  his  native  county  for  some  years,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  about 
two  years  later  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Fredericksburg,  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  arriving  there  in  1833.  He  operated  a woolen-mill  at  that 
place  for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that  locality. 
For  a long  time  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster.  On  his  retirement  from 
active  business  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Defiance,  where  they  both  passed 
to  the  unseen  world.  This  worthy  couple  were  devout  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their  children,  of  whom  there  were 
thirteen,  were  carefully  reared  in  that  faith. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  third  child  in  this  numerous  family, 
was  educated  mainly  in  the  schools  of  Fredericksburg-,  so  far  as  his  educa- 
tion has  been  due  to  school  instruction  at  all.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
learn  the  practical  details  of  work  in  the  woolen-mill  under  his  father’s  super- 
vision, thus  forming  habits  of  industry  which  have  contributed  in  no  slight 
measure  to  the  success  attained  in  later  years.  At  nineteen  he  left  the  parental 
roof  and  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  then  a mere  village  of  six  hundred 
inhabitants,  and,  finding  employment  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  remained 
there  a year  and  a half.  He  then  returned  to  Fredericksburg  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  woolen  business,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1853,  when  he  went  to  Defiance  to  establish  a woolen-mill 
there.  Certain  parties  had  previously  offered  to  furnish  a suitable  building 
if  he  would  supply  the  machinery,  but  as  their  promises  failed  of  fulfill- 
ment the  project  was  abandoned.  Mr.  Deatrick  did,  however,  put  in  a 
carding  machine  at  a shop  in  Perry  street,  where  the  Defiance  Woolen 
Mills  now  stand,  his  venture  being  a nucleus  for  the  latter  enterprise. 

In  1853  he  was  married  at  Defiance  to  his  first  wife.  Miss  Nancy  Taylor, 
daughter  of  Judge  John  Taylor,  then  a member  of  the  Ohio  Senate.  For 
some  time  Mr.  Deatrick  taught  school,  but,  determining  to  enter  the  legal 
profession,  he  read  law  with  a brother-in-law,  David  Taylor,  of  Defiance, 
and  in  1856  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  Two  years  later  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States  courts  for  this  district. 
Like  most  “briefless  barristers,”  he  sought  at  first,  while  waiting  for  strictly 
legal  business,  to  take  up  some  similar  lines  of  work,  and  in  1856  he  accepted 
an  agency  for  the  Washington  Union  Insurance  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  this  laid  the  foundation  for  the  most  extensive  and  profitable  insurance 
business  in  this  section,  now  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  John  F. 
Deatrick  & Son.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  they  do  three-fourths  of  the  business 
in  that  line  in  their  locality.  For  years  past  this  firm  has  also  carried  on  a 
large  real-estate  and  loan  business,  and  they  own  many  valuable  tracts  of 
land,  improved  and  unimproved.  For  ten  years  after  opening  his  office 
at  Defiance,  Mr.  Deatrick  also  acted  as  special  agent  for  the  Phoenix  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  traveling  over  a large  territory  and 
establishing  agencies  at  different  points.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  United 
States  deputy  marshal,  and  in  1872  he  was  made  chief  of  the  Defiance  fire 
department;  but  on  his  election  in  1880  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  his  city 
he  resigned  both  these  positions.  That  his  administration  was  able  and 
efficient  is  proven  by  his  re-election  in  1882  and  1884;  then  after  an  interval, 
just  long  enough  to  teach  the  people  the  value  of  his  services,  he  was 
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recalled  to  the  post  in  1894,  and  was  again  chosen  in  1896.  From  the 
close  of  the  war  until  1890  he  acted  as  war  claim  and  pension  agent  at 
Defiance,  in  addition  to  his  other  lines  of  business. 

Mr.  Deatrick  is  a man  of  versatile  talents  and  sound  common  sense, 
and  these  qualities,  combined  with  an  enterprising  spirit,  have  naturally  led 
him  to  lend  a hand  in  many  important  business  ventures.  As  one  instance 
among  many  we  will  mention  the  Defiance  Opera  House,  a handsome  struc- 
ture, of  which  he  was  a leading  promoter.  Few  men  in  the  State  have  as 
high  a reputation  as  a judge  of  land  values.  A man  of  strict  integrity,  Mr. 
Deatrick  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  classes,  and  his  influence 
as  a progressive  citizen  ever  ready  to  support  a worthy  cause  is  a power  for 
good. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Deatrick  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom — 
Francis  M.,  Claude  T.,  Fred  L.,  Charles  L.,  and  Ralph  M. — are  living. 
Three  others — Edith  May,  Jeannette  and  Nannie  K. — died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  of  this  family  passed  to  the  life  beyond  February  4,  1887,  and  on 
April  11,  1895,  Mr.  Deatrick  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marion 
Strong. 

During  the  war  and  for  some  time  afterward  Mr.  Deatrick  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  in  the  Hayes-Tilden  campaign  he  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  since  acted  with  that  party.  He  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  also  belongs  tO'  the  Order  of 
Elks  and  to  the  K.  T. 


REV.  FATHER  MICHAEL  P.  KINKEAD. 

Father  Kinkead,  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Church,  at 
Defiance,  has  for  twenty-two  years  ministered  faithfully  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  his  people,  and  given  powerful  and  effective  aid  to  all  influences 
which  work  for  the  advancement  of  the  community.  Revered  and  beloved 
by  his  own  flock,  he  has  also  won  the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  others  who 
have  seen  his  devotion  to  his  noble  calling. 

Father  Kinkead’s  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  his  ancestors  left 
their  native  land  for  Scotland,  later,  about  1648,  removing  to  Ireland,  dur- 
ing the  “Cromwellian  settlement.”  They  located  in  the  parish  of  Knock- 
long,  County  Limerick,  where  they  have  ever  since  been  represented,  their 
descendants  occupying  useful  and  honorable  positions.  There  our  sub- 
ject was  born  September  28,  1851,  a son  of  James  Kinkead,  a farmer,  and 
his  wife,  Sarah  Cunningham.  His  elementary  education  was  secured  at 
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the  parish  national  school,  about  two  miles  and  a half  from  his  father's 
home,  these  schools  being'  similar  to  our  common  schools,  except  that 
they  were  generally  under  the  supervision  of  the  parish  priest.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  entered  a classical  school  at  Kelteely,  County  Limerick,  and 
after  three  years  there  he  went  to  the  college  at  Mt.  Milleray,  in  County 
Waterford,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  his  twentieth  year. 
One  year  was  then  spent  at  All  Hallows’  College,  in  Dublin,  in  the  study 
of  philosophy.  In  August,  1871,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  on 
September  1,  of  that  year,  he  entered  St.  Mary’s  Seminary  at  Cleveland,. 
Ohio,  as  a student  of  theology.  On  the  completion  of  his  course  he  was 
ordained,  the  ceremony  taking  place  October  8,  1875,  and  after  a short 
vacation  he  was  appointed  November  1,  1875,  to  the  post  of  assistant  pas- 
tor of  St.  Malachi’s  Church,  in  Cleveland,  on  the  corner  of  Detroit  and 
Washington  streets.  There  he  remained  until  January  1,  1877,  when  he 
was  given  his  present  charge. 

The  church  building,  which  is  Gothic,  was  erected  in  1874  and  1875, 
dedicated  in  January,  1876,  and  cost  over  thirty  thousand  dollars.  It  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  long,  by  fifty-five  wide,  built  of  brick  with  Berea 
sandstone  trimmings  and  contains  about  one  thousand  seats.  At  the  time 
of  Father  Kinkead’s  appointment  there  was  a heavy  debt,  but  he  applied 
his  energy  and  ability  to*  the  task  before  him  with  such  zeal  that  this  was 
soon  cleared,  and  in  1886,  under  his  inspiration  and  supervision,  a com- 
modious brick  school  building  of  modern  style  was  completed  at  a cost 
of  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  opened  for  the  accommodation  of  the  child- 
ren of  the  parish,  of  which  there  are  now  about  two  hundred  in  attendance. 
In  1892  the  church  spire  was  completed,  and  a new  pipe  organ  procured  at  an 
expense  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  In  1897  the  interior 
of  the  church  was  redecorated  in  oil  colors.  The  ceiling  is  finished  in  purple 
with  very  rich  gold  damask  work,  and  around  the  sanctuary  and  side  walls 
is  a series  of  excellent  and  most  artistic  paintings  representing  scriptural 
and  sacred  subjects.  The  stations  of  the  Cross  are  also  very  beautiful  works 
of  art,  and  harmonize  thoroughly  with  the  other  decorations.  The  paint- 
ing of  the  interior  and  the  stations  cost  over  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  Three  new  altars  and  two  shrines  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus, 
and  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help — the  patron  of  the  church — were  also 
procured  in  1897,  and  a new  heating  apparatus,  with  other  improvements, 
were  added.  The  altars  and  shrines  were  donated  by  the  ladies  of  the  par- 
ish. They  are  white  and  gold,  and  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  cost  three 
thousand  dollars.  These  improvements  make  the  interior  of  the  church 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


151 


one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  northwestern  Ohio,  and  pastor  and  congre- 
gation are  justly  proud  of  their  place  of  worship. 

The  church  property  is  located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Jefferson 
and  Arabella  streets,  occupying  the  entire  block  except  one  small  lot.  Un- 
der Father  Kinkead’s  ministry  the  congregation  has  been  increased  from 
eighty-four  families  to  more  than  two  hundred  families,  but  these  figures, 
or  indeed  any  estimate  of  material  progress,  give  no  indication  of  the  great 
work  which  he  has  done  in  molding  and  shaping  to  higher  issues  the  lives 
of  those  to  whom  he  gives  his  best  thought. 

The  cause  of  temperance  has  found  in  him  an  earnest  and  eloquent  ad- 
vocate, and  he  has  spoken  effectively  on  that  theme  on  various  occasions 
and  in  different  places.  Broad  in  his  views  and  sympathies,  a friend  of 
the  poor  and  oppressed,  ever  ready  with  helpful  counsel  for  the  perplexed 
or  sorrowful,  Father  Kinkead  has  a wide  field  for  labor,  and  well  does  he 
discharge  its  arduous  and  sacred  duties. 


LUTHER  L.  ORWIG. 

Mr.  Orwig  is  well-known  as  the  editor  of  “The  Democratic  Northwest,” 
of  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  his  able  and  judicious  management  having  made 
it  one  of  the  most  popular  papers  in  this  section.  Established  in  1852,  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Orwig  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  since  that  date  he  has  been 
its  proprietor  as  well  as  editor. 

Although  he  is  a native  of  Indiana,  having  been  born  at  Fort  Wayne, 
February  12,  1844,  Mr.  Orwig  was  less  than  a year  old  when  he  came  to 
Ohio,  and  he  has  ever  since  resided  in  this  State.  His  father,  John  Orwig, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  engaged  for  some  years  in  early  manhood  in 
mercantile  business  at  Somerset,  Perry  county,  Ohio,  but  later  removed  to 
Fort  Wayne,  where  he  conducted  a hotel  until  his  death,  in  1844,  from  small- 
pox. Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Poorman,  is 
still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  She  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and 
soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  returned  to  this  State  and  located  at 
Tiffin  with  her  three  children:  J.  B.,  Rebecca  (now  the  wife  of  G.  Iv.  Brown, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio),  and  Luther  L. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Tiffin  and  when  about  fifteen 
years  old  began  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  “The  Seneca 
Advertiser,”  which  was  then  owned  by  Hon.  W.  W.  Armstrong,  formerly 
Secretary  of  State  for  Ohio.  With  the  exception  of  a few  months  spent  in 
Cincinnati  and  Toledo,  Mr.  Orwig  remained  in  that  office  until  his  removal, 
in  the  fall  of  1872,  to  Napoleon,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  thoroughly 
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loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  locality,  his  paper  being  ready  to  champion  any 
progressive  movement,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem.  Socially, 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  actively  interested  in  the  work 
of  Napoleon  Lodge,  No.  262,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  a charter  member. 

On  December  18,  1872,  he  was  married  in  Kellogg,  Jasper  county,  Iowa, 
to  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Davis,  nee  Harriott,  a native  of  Marysville,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  E.  and  Sarah  A.  Harriott,  both  of  whom  died  at  Lima, 
Ohio.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Gale  B.,  a promising  young 

man,  who  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his  father  on  January  1,  1895, 
as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  “Northwest;”  Corrinne  H. ; Don  C. ; and 
Ralph  L.  By  her  first  marriage,  to  Isaac  Davis,  Mrs.  Orwig  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Ella,  who  died  in  her  sixteenth  year  from  consumption. 

Mrs.  Orwig,  since  her  residence  in  Napoleon,  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  church  and  benevolent  work,  and  she  is  now  serving  her  second  term 
upon  the  Board  of  Education,  of  which  she  is  treasurer,  the  first  lady  ever 
serving  in  that  capacity  in  Napoleon. 


ALBRO  WIRICK. 

Sheriff  Wirick,  of  Williams  county,  one  of  the  popular  and  influential 
citizens  of  that  locality,  has  for  a number  of  years  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  Republican  organization  of  his  county. 

Mr.  Wirick  comes  of  good  old  Pennsylvania-Dutch  stock,  and  his  grand- 
father, Peter  Wirick,  who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  his  homestead  being  located  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  county,  near  Hagerstown.  This  worthy  pioneer 
was  a substantial  farmer,  and  was  widely  known  as  a hunter  in  his  day.  He 
and  his  wife,  Deborah  Wirick,  had  sixteen  children,  among  whom  was  a son 
Tacob,  our  subject’s  father.  Jacob  Wirick  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  in  his 
youth,  and  for  some  time  followed  that  business  at  Hagerstown,  having 
established  his  home  there  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Garver. 
In  1858,  having  been  touched  with  “the  gold  fever”  as  a result  of  the  stories 
in  circulation  concerning  the  extensive  discoveries  in  California  and  other  parts 
of  the  West,  he  went  overland  with  a party  to  Pike’s  Peak  in  search  of  the 
precious  metal.  The  venture  proved  unsuccessful  and  he  soon  started  back, 
stopping  in  Missouri,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife,  who  had  been  staying 
with  her  parents. 

During  their  brief  residence  at  Oregon,  Holt  county,  Missouri,  our  subject 
was  born  on  December  15,  i860,  and  shortly  afterward  the  family  returned  to 
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Richland  county,  Ohio.  About  two  years  later  they  removed  to  West  Jeffer- 
son, Williams  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
in  1864  he  settled  in  Pioneer,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  a merchant-tailoring 
establishment  until  his  death.  On  September  17,  1867,  be  passed  to  the  unseen 
life,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Pioneer.  He  was  a Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Universalist.  Plis  widow  married 
a second  husband,  Benjamin  Dee,  of  Fulton  county  (now  deceased),  and  she 
resides  at  Alvordton,  Ohio.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  five  children : 
Sherman,  Emerson,  Albro,  Sonora,  and  Florous. 

Mr.  Wirick’s  boyhood  was  chiefly  spent  upon  a farm,  where  he  became 
familiar  with  the  details  of  agricultural  work  by  practical  experience.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Fayette,  Fulton  county, 
where  he  attended  school  for  some  time.  In  1885  he  went  to  Watertown, 
South  Dakota,  but  after  remaining  one  season  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1885-86  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Alvordton.  His  ability 
and  his  strong  interest  in  political  affairs  soon  led  to  an  active  participation  in 
party  work,  and  he  held  from  the  first  an  enviable  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-workers.  In  September,  1895,  he  was  nominated  by  the  county  con- 
vention on  the  first  ballot  for  the  office  of  sheriff  against  four  other  candidates, 
and  later  he  was  triumphantly  elected  by  a majority  of  over  six  hundred.  In 
1897  he  was  re-elected  by  a handsome  majority.  He  also  served — 1892-1896 
— as  deputy  sheriff,  under  John  C.  Bailey,  sheriff.  Socially  he  is  prominent 
and  he  is  an  active  member  of  various  orders,  including  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


CHRISTIAN  HARLEY. 

For  centuries  the  men  of  letters  and  learning  of  all  countries  have 
drawn  inspiration  and  wisdom  from  the  writings  of  the  famous  scholars 
of  Germany — a country  that  has  been  so  prolific  in  men  of  learning — that 
“studious”  has  become  a necessary  and  accepted  adjective  in  describing 
the  national  characteristics  of  that  people.  There  a Luther  was  born,  there 
he  lived  and  died,  and  won  immortality  in  history  by  his  learning,  piety 
and  teachings,  and  there,  also,  was  born  and  lived  a Bismarck — one  of  the 
greatest  statesmen  of  this  or  any  other  ag'e;  a Von  Moltke — one  of  the 
greatest  war  generals  of  modern  times;  a Schiller  and  a Goethe' — bright 
diadems  in  the  crown  of  the  world’s  poetry  and  literature;  and  countless 
others  of  matchless  learning — all  born  in  that  Fatherland. 

Of  less  fame,  but  of  the  same  race,  are  countless  thousands  who  emi- 
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grated  from  their  native  shores  and  sought  homes  in  the  United  States, 
where  they  have  taken  a goodly  part  in  the  settlement  of  the  country  from 
the  earliest  times  in  its  history,  and  been  prominent  factors  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent avenues  of  progress  and  of  national  life.  Of  that  lineage  and  race 
is  descended  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  The  family 
was  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  until  the  time  of  the  father 
of  our  subject,  John  Harley,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  German  army  in 
the  wars  against  Napoleon,  was  at  one  time  taken  prisoner,  but  escaped  soon 
afterward.  He  lived  in  the  small  town  of  Weingarten,  near  Carlsruhe,  in 
the  grand  duchy  of  Baden,  and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  In 
1835  he,  with  his  wife  Margaret  (Bertsch)  Harley,  and  their  four  children, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  later 
removing  to  Petersburg,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  of 
the  family  died  in  1850,  and  his  widow  in  i860;  both  are  buried  at  that 
place.  The  children  of  this  couple  were  as  follows:  John,  who  died  in 

Crawford  county,  Ohm;  Alexander  D.,  now  a resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Jacob  F.,  who  died  in  Elyria,  Ohio;  and  Christian,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  parents  of  this  family  were  reared  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  in  later  years  became  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  faith  they  died. 

Christian  Harley  was  born  February  22,  1822,  at  Weing'arten,  Ger- 
many, and  therefore  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  fath- 
er’s family  to  the  United  States.  He  had  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  from  the  age  of  six  years,  thus  obtaining  early  in  life  a fair  education. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  his  parents’  home  and  began  life  for  him- 
self; at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s 
trade  at  Fallston,  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  end  of  four  years 
(having  completed  his  trade),  on  December  18,  1842,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Regina  Stelzer,  born  May  14,  1825,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  when  but  six 
years  of  age.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  Florence,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  until  1849,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  dry-goods  business  at  the  same  place,  and  was  very  successful,  steadily 
acquiring  property,  among  which  was  a fine  farm.  In  1861  learning  of  a 
good  opening  for  the  dry-goods  business  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  he  moved  to 
that  place,  where  he  rented  a store  and  purchased  a stock  of  goods,  wholly 
on  credit,  and  the  following  spring  sold  his  real-estate  at  Florence,  and 
with  the  proceeds  greatly  increased  his  business.  This  venture  at  Defiance 
proved  a success,  it  becoming  one  of  the  largest  stores  of  its  kind  in  the 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


15V 


city.  Mr.  Harley  conducted  the  store,  until  April,  1877,  when  he  sold  out 
to  his  sons,  having  then  an  ample  fortune,  and  has  since  lived  a quiet  and 
retired  life.  As  an  honorable  merchant  his  record  is  without  blemish- 
beginning  as  a youth  with  no  financial  assistance,  with  stout  heart  and 
strong  arms,  combined  with  good  habits  taught  him  by  a Christian  mother, 
he  began  the  battle  of  life  and  earned  his  way  step  by  step  to  affluence,  by 
his  own  labor  and  a constant  trust  in  the  God  of  the  Universe. 

In  1841  Mr.  Harley  became  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Wells- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  has  remained  constant  to  the  cause  of  religion  through 
all  his  years  of  active  business  life;  of  the  means  that  has  been  given  to 
him  he  has  been  liberal  in  its  use  to  sustain  the  good  cause,  contributing 
at  one  time  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  toward  the  erection  of  St.  Paul’s 
M.  E.  Church  edifice  at  Defiance,  and  five  hundred  dollars  toward  building 
the  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church  at  Toledo.  In  various  other  ways  he  shows 
his  earnest,  self-sacrificing  and  practical  Christianity,  while  he  ascribes  his 
whole  success  in  life  to  the  comfort  and  help  that  Christianity  has  been  to 
him,  and  has  never  regretted  that  day  in  1841,  when  he  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church.  After  a service  in  the  cause  of  religion  of  over  fifty- 
five  years,  he  constantly  renders  thanks  for  the  benefit  it  has  been  to  him. 
In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Whig,  and  in  later  years  an  ardent  Republi- 
can. His  wife,  Regina  (Stelzer)  Harley,  died  at  Defiance,  September  30, 
1880,  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Ann  Helena,  born  March 

18,  1844,  married  Louis  Tiedeman,  of  Defiance;  Caroline  Lonisa,  born  De- 
cember 20,  1845,  married  John  Bertsch,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan;  Charles 
Andrew,  born  October  25,  1847,  married  Emma  Pearson,  and  lives  in  To- 
ledo; Alonzo  Franklin,  born  August  8,  1849,  married  Elizabeth  Bertsch, 
and  lives  in  Defiance;  Henry  Albert,  born  August  23,  1851,  married  Phoebe 
Stover,  and  lives  in  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  Ohio;  Clark  Clinton,  born 
July  31,  1853,  married  Jenet  Strong,  and  died  in  Pueblo,  Colorado,  May 
9,  1897;  C.  Perry,  a sketch  of  whom  follows;  Mary  Matilda,  born  June  6, 
1858,  married  Robert  T.  Whitaker,  of  Defiance;  Edward  Melton,  born 
December  12,  i860,  married  Lizzie  Wilson,  and  lives  in  Toledo  (all  born  at 
Florence)  ; the  following  were  born  at  Defiance : Willie  Melvin,  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1863,  married  Dana  Durbin,  and  lives  in  Pioneer,  Ohio;  John 
Abraham  Lincoln,  born  July  10,  1865,  married  Addie  Bellinger  (his  death, 
caused  by  an  accident,  occurred  September  23,  1868);  Nellie  Lillian,  born 
September  23,  1868,  is  unmarried;  and  Jay  De  Forest,  born  July  1,  1871, 
is  married  to  Gertrude  Rout,  and  lives  at  Defiance.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  Mary  Stoody,  April  25,  1882,  and 
by  the  union  there  is  one  child,  Edith  May,  born  March  31,  1883. 
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The  family  are  all  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  fhe  father 
has  served  as  class-leader,  steward  and  trustee  at  various  times  through  a 
long  period  of  years.  They  reside  in  a commodious  and  handsome  mod- 
ern dwelling  built  by  Mr.  Harley  in  1877,  at  No.  610  Wayne  street.  As  a 
Christian  gentleman  and  good  citizen  Mr.  Harley  stands  the  peer  of  any, 
and  as  a business  man  his  uncjuestioned  integrity  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
fact,  that  the  prince  of  merchants,  A.  T.  Stewart,  offered  him,  while  in 
New  York  City  purchasing  goods,  a credit  at  one  time  to  the  amount  of 
$100,000.  Mr.  Harley,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  is  still  hale  and  cheer- 
ful, with  a prospect  of  many  years  of  usefulness. 


C.  PERRY  HARLEY. 

This  gentleman  is  a son  of  Christian  Harley,  mentioned  above,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  prominent  and  enterprising  business  spirits  of  the  city 
of  Defiance,  Defiance  county. 

Mr.  Harley  was  born  September  10,  1 855-  at  Florence,  Ohio,  but  has 
passed  most  of  his  life  at  Defiance,  where  he  came  when  he  was  but  six 
years  of  age.  Here,  midst  the  best  social  surroundings  and  family  influ- 
ence, he  was  reared,  and  was  educated  in  the  city  schools.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  took  his  first  practical  business  lessons  in  his  father’s  store, 
as  clerk,  remaining  there  until  he  was  nineteen,  when,  on  July  9,  1874, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Holgate,  a daughter  of  the  late  W.  C. 
Holgate,  of  Defiance.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  went  to  Toledo,  and 
with  a brother  engaged  in  the  fur,  hat  and  cap  business.  Returning  to  De- 
fiance in  1877,  he  and  his  brother,  A.  F.  Harley,  in  the  spring  of  that  year 
bought  out  the  father’s  prosperous  dry-goods  store,  and  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully until  1882,  when  our  subject,  on  account  of  failing  health,  sold 
out  his  interest  to  his  brother,  and  sought  other  climes  to  find  relief,  pass- 
ing the  winter  of  1881-82  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  the  winter  of 
1883-84  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Returning  once  more  to  Defiance  in  1883,  with  health  restored  and 
generally  invigorated,  he  in  the  fall  of  that  year  established  a dry-goods 
store  on  the  corner  opposite  the  “Russell  House,”  furnishing  the  capital, 
and  his  brother-in-law,  R.  T.  Whitaker,  having  a working  interest,  the  firm 
taking  the  name  of  C.  P.  Harley  & Co.  This  enterprise  under  their  ener- 
getic management  proved  a very  successful  business  venture,  and  rapidly 
assumed  large  proportions,  leading  in  sales  any  store  of  its  kind  in  the 
city  by  a large  per  cent.  In  1889  our  subject  sold  a sufficient  share  of 
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his  interest  to  make  a half  interest  in  the  business  to  Mr.  Whitaker,  the 
firm  name  being  changed  to^  Harley  & Whitaker,  and  SO'  remaining  to  Ihe 
present  time  (1898).  It  is  a busy  place,  its  salesroom  is  continually  crowded 
with  customers;  it  is  generally  known  as  the  “bargain  store” — this  is  its 
secret  of  success.  The  proprietors  being  large  purchasers  by  wholesale, 
secure  the  lowest  prices,  and  then  by  quick  sales  and  small  profits  benefit 
both  themselves  and  customers. 

Mr.  Harley  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  promoters  of  the  Defiance 
Electric  Light  Co*.  (organized  in  1886),  and  for  some  time  was  its  treas- 
urer, but  sold  out  his  interest  in  1891  to-  the  parties  who  built  the  street 
railway.  On  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  William  C.  Holgate,  August 
13,  1888,  he  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  president  of  the  Merchants 
National  Bank  of  Defiance,  and  was  also  made  one  of  the  joint  execu- 
tors in  the  settlement  of  the  William  C.  Holgate  estate,  one  of  the  largest 
ever  administered  in  Defiance  county,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Harley  is  still  president  of  the  bank,  and  has  added 
to  his  career  by  a half  interest  in  a boot  and  shoe  store  in  Music  Hall  block, 
which,  under  the  firm  name  of  Harley  Brothers,  has  been  conducted  since 
1893;  in  connection  with  his  other  enterprises  he  is  also  largely  interested 
in  real  estate,  and  in  1882  he  built  the  Music  Hall  block,  which  he  still 
owns;  also,  in  1890,  the  Elk  block,  which  is  owned  by  his  wife. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harley  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  while  never  an 
office  seeker,  yet  by  means  and  influence  he  gives  the  party  stanch  and  lib- 
eral support.  His  early  training  in  religion  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  but  for  some  years  past  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  A bank  president,  dry-goods  merchant,  boot  and  shoe 
merchant,  real-estate  dealer,  and  a farmer  operating  a tract  of  six  hundred 
acres  one  mile  north  of  Defiance1,  Mr.  Harley  is  one  of  the  busiest  men  in 
the  city,  and  to  so1  successfully  care  for  such  large  and  varied  interests  re- 
quires administrative  ability  of  the  first  order.  Of  great  energy,  possessed 
of  good  judgment,  and  untiring  industry,  public-spirited  and  thoroughly 
enterprising,  Mr.  Harley  would  be  a marked  man  in  any  community.  He 
is  one  of  the  host  highly  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  his  home  city. 

Mrs.  Fannie  (Holgate)  Harley  was  born  October  2,  1856;  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Defiance  school,  also  at  the  Cleveland  Female  Seminary,  and 
is  a talented  and  amiable  lady.  Her  father,  William  C.  Holgate,  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising  men  of  Defiance,  and  probably  did 
more  toward  building  up  the  city  from  a small  village  than  any  other.  He 
was  a lawyer  of  acknowledged  and  superior  attainments,  of  broad  com- 
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prehensive  mincl,  and  great  financial  ability.  He  was  a bank  president  for 
many  years,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Defiance 
from  1837  to  the  day  of  his  death,  August  13,  1888.  He  was  a native  of 
Vermont,  born  at  Burlington,  November  23,  1814,  of  English  and  Scotch 
descent.  He  left  two  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Fannie  Harley  and  W.  Cur- 

tis Holgate.  W.  Curtis  Holgate  was  born  November  29,  1854;  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Florence  Gleason;  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children — William  C.,  July  19,  1877;  and  Robert  Gleason,  Oc- 
tober 1,  1880.  The  father  followed  farming-  and  the  breeding  of  fine  trot- 
ting horses,  and  was  an  eminently  honored  and  respected  citizen.  He  spent 
much  time  in  travel  throughout  the  country.  He  died  January  31,  1887. 
His  widow,  Mrs.  Florence  (Gleason)  Holgate,  was  married  May  16,  1892, 
to  Elmer  T.  Clark,  and  now  resides  in  Defiance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Perry  Harley  have  two  children:  Holgate  C.,  born 

June  19,  1876,  now  manager  of  his  father’s  shoe  store;  and  Fannie  Maude, 
born  December  5,  1884.  Since  1876  the  family  have  resided  at  No.  512 
Holgate  avenue,  the  old  homestead  of  Mrs.  Harley’s  father. 


SAMUEL  B.  McLAIN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  for  many  years  was  a prominent,  pro- 
gressive and  prosperous  agriculturist,  now  living  retired,  is  a native  of  this 
State,  born  March  31,  1836,  in  Knox  county. 

John  McLain,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  1829,  where  he  followed  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing. He  married  Miss  Phoebe  Swan,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her  had  a 
family  of  eight  children — four  sons  and  four  daughters — and  one  of  the 
sons,  Abijah,  is  now  living  in  Granville,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years. 

Charles  S.  McLain,  the  eldest  born  in  the  family  of  John  and  Phoebe 
(Swan)  McLain,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  June,  1813. 
in  Pennsylvania,  coming  thence  to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  wFere  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ruth  R.  Berryhill,  a native  of  that  State,  born  in  1815.  They 
had  a family  of  ten  children — five  sons  and  five  daughters — as  follows: 
Samuel  Berryhill;  Mary  A.  (deceased);  Hattie,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio;  Lor- 
etta (deceased);  William  E.,  living  in  Colorado;  Frances  (deceased);  Charles 
A.,  of  Colorado-  Springs,  Colorado;  Henry  H.,  of  Kno-x  county,  Ohio; 
Louis,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio;  and  a son  that  died  in  infancy. 

S.  B.  McLain,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines,  received  a liberal  edu- 
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cation  for  his  boyhood  clay  in  the  subscription  schools  of  Knox  county, 
somewhat  primitive  though  they  were  in  their  makeup,  the  seats  being 
made  of  slabs,  and  the  writing  desks  of  rough  boards,  while  quill  pens  were 
yet  in  use,  and  the  ink  was  made  from  the  bark  of  the  maple  tree.  Until 
1859  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  labor  of  the  farm,  and  then  took  a trip  to 
the  South,  spending  over  a year  in  the  sunny  latitudes;  thence  moving 
northward  again,  to  Illinois  and  Iowa,  in  which  States  he  made  his  home 
some  seven  years,  then  returning  to  Ohio,  and  settling  on  his  present  farm 
of  three  hundred  forty  acres,  one  hundred  of  which  lie  in  Fulton  county, 
and  two  hundred  forty  in  Henry  county.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  given 
eighty  acres  to>  each  of  his  sons.  For  several  years  he  dealt  extensively  in 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hog's,  but  is  now  living  retired,  having  rented  his 
farm.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  in  religious  faith  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  McLain  has  been  twice  married,  first  time,  in  1864,  to  Miss  An- 
geline  Rosecrans,  whose  father  was  a cousin  of  General  Rosecrans,  late 
of  the  United  States  Army.  She  had  one  child  that  died  in  infancy,  and 
she  herself  passed  away  after  about  one  year's  married  life.  On  August 
29,  1866,  our  subject  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Crawford,  a native  of  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  born  February  11,  1841,  and  five  children  graced  their  muon, 
namely:  George  H.,  of  Liberty  Center,  Ohio;  Burton  C.,  a farmer  of  Ful- 

ton county,  Ohio;  and  Leroy,  Ruth  and  Hattie;  all  three  deceased. 

George  and  Jane  (McCann)  Crawford,  parents  of  Mrs.  McLain,  were 
natives  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively. They  were  married  June  12,  1837,  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio, 
and  came  to  Knox  county  in  1838,  where  they  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Their  family  comprised  four  children:  James  C.,  who  died  in  April, 

1883;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  McLain);  Eliza  (Mrs.  Joel  B.  Couch),  of  Napoleon, 
Ohio;  and  G.  A.,  of  Liberty  Center,  Henry  county.  Mrs.  McLain’s  grand- 
father, James  Crawford,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  where  he  married  Cath- 
erine Miller,  and  in  1812  they  came  to  this  continent,  making  their  home 
in  Nova  Scotia  for  a time,  thence  coming  to  Ohio.  They  had  a family  of 
eight  children,  all  now  deceased.  Mrs.  McLain’s  maternal  grandfather, 
Archibald  McCann,  was  also  a native  of  Ireland,  and  was  a captain  in  the 
Irish  army  at  the  time  of  the  first  Rebellion  in  that  country;  his  father  was 
executed  for  his  active  participation  in  that  “rising.”  Archibald  McCann 
was  married  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  a Miss  Mary  Mathews,  also 
of  Irish  birth,  and  some  time  afterward  they  came  to  Ohio,  both  dying  in 
Muskingum  county.  They  had  nine  children — seven  sons  and  two-  daugh- 
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ters — one  of  whom,  Doctor  A.  C.  McCann,  is  now  living  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  McLain  was  educated  in  part  at  the  schools  of  Napoleon,  in 
part  at  Granville  (Ohio)  Female  College,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  1861,  after  which  she  taught  three  terms  in  Henry  county.  She  and  her 
husband  are  numbered  among  the  citizens  of  Fulton  county  of  the  high- 
est respectability,  and,  socially,  they  occupy  an  enviable  position. 


J.  L.  SHINABERGER. 

It  has  been  aptly  stated  that  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  is 
the  “age  of  the  young  man.”  In  looking  over  the  important  events  that  have 
transpired  in  recent  years,  there  is  found  a greater  number  of  young  men 
taking  prominent  parts,  young  men  filling  offices  of  greater  responsibility, 
than  ever  before.  The  practical  but  comprehensive  educational  system  has  had 
a great  deal  to  do  toward  opening  the  way  for  the  young  man,  whose  energy, 
whose  ambition  urges  him  onward  and  upward.  Such  an  one  is  J.  L.  Shina- 
berger,  sheriff  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  and  the  youngest  man  in  the  State 
holding  that  position.  He  was  born  April  18,  1870,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Han- 
nah (Kirkwood)  Shinaberger. 

James  Shinaberger,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
moved  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  later  coming  to  Fulton  county.  He  married 
Margaret  Holtz,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Lavina,  wife  of  Leonard  Alleman,  of  Fulton  county; 

Jacob,  mention  of  whom  is  made  below;  John,  of  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan; 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Frederick,  of  this  county. 

Jacob  Shinaberger  was  born  in  1844,  and  followed  farming  as  an  occupa- 
tion all  his  life.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  C,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  time 
of  his  enlistment  had  expired.  He  married  Hannah  Kirkwood,  who  was 
born  September  8,  1847,  and  died  in  1879.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  James  Lewis,  our  subject;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  and  Anna, 
now  the  wife  of  Henry  Deckerson,  a farmer  of  Fulton  county,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children:  Lewis  and  Fern.  Flannah  (Kirkwood)  Shinaberger  was 
a daughter  of  Lewis  Kirkwood,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  served  in  the  Thirty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  married 
Hannah  Elizabeth  Shreves,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  December  28,  1828, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : Hannah,  our  subject’s 
mother;  Thomas  (4),  born  September  27,  1849;  Anna,  born  January  25, 
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1853;  Charles,  born  March  30,  1861;  Elma,  born  October  5,  1863;  Amos, 
born  August  21,  1866;  and  Jessie,  born  October  14,  1871.  The  Kirkwood 
family  in  Amei  ica  is  descended  from  1 homas  ( 1 ) Kirkwood,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1750'  an(l  landed  in  America  November  30,  1784.  He  had  a 
son  Thomas  (2)  who  was  born  October  14,  1779’  and  died  January  6,  1856. 

Thomas  (2)  married  Hannah , who  was  born  July  5,  1784,  and 

died  April  9,  1847.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  September  5,  1802; 
Thomas  (3),  September  24,  1804;  Sarah,  May  15,  1807;  Charles,  May  15, 
1809;  Hannah,  June  16,  1811  ; Mary,  April  19,  1816;  Susanna,  May  6,  1821  ; 
and  Lewis,  our  subject’s  grandfather. 

J.  L.  Shinaberger  was  educated  in  the  county  schools  of  Fulton  county, 
and  in  the  Northwestern  Normal  at  Wauseon.  From  the  Scientific  Depart- 
ment of  the  last  named  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1893,  and  he  then 
immediately  began  the  practical  use  of  his  acquirements  by  engaging  in 
teaching,  which  he  continued  with  much  success  for  thirteen  terms.  His  close 
application  during  the  years  he  was  a student,  and  his  careful  observation  of 
the  methods  of  his  own  instructors,  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  teacher’s 
profession,  while  his  pupils,  with  that  remarkable  intuition  of  school  children, 
soon  recognized  in  his  a master  mind,  and  quietly  and  quickly  accepted  his 
control.  In  1896  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Fulton  county  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  carrying  the  county  with  a plurality  of  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  running  fifty-two  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  new  position  January  4,  1897,  and  since  that  time  has  ex- 
ceeded the  expectations  even  of  those  who  knew  him  best.  His  work  is 
accomplished  with  so  little  ostentation,  but  with  so  great  care  that  he  has  won 
the  plaudits  even  of  his  political  enemies,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the 
future  holds  much  success  in  store  for  him.  Quiet  and  courteous  in  his  man- 
ner, he  has  hosts  of  friends.  His  position,  so  unusual  for  one  of  his  years, 
has  not  been  the  means  of  betraying  any  latent  weakness  in  his  character ; 
he  upholds  the  dignity  of  his  office  with  the  modesty  of  ingenuous  youth, 
and  the  wisdom  of  maturer  years. 

In  1896  Mr.  Shinaberger  was  married  to  Miss  Ophelia  Smith,  a daughter 
of  Benjamin  Smith,  a farmer  of  Williams  county,  Ohio.  One  child,  John, 
born  July  17,  1897,  has  come  to  brighten  their  happy  home.  Mrs.  Shina- 
berger is  a refined  and  intelligent  lady.  She  was  educated  at  Wauseon,  and 
successfully  taught  for  several  terms  in  Williams  county.  Their  charming 
home  is  all  that  intelligence  and  culture  can  make  it,  and  is  often  the  meeting- 
place  for  the  brightest  lights  in  the  educational  world  at  W auseon. 
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HON.  W.  A.  SCOTT,  JR. 

The  advancement  of  civilization  is  clue,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  indi- 
vidual lessons  derived  from  the  mistakes  and  success  of  others.  It  is  just  as 
necessary  that  the  mariners  know  the  rocks  and  the  shoals  to  be  avoided  as  it 
is  for  them  to  know  the  safer  and  the  surer  way.  It  is  in  the  pages  of 
history  and  biography  that  we  trace  the  motives  of  men,  and  find  their 
effect  in  the  progress  of  the  world.  Each  generation  leaves  a heritage  of 
habits,  good  or  ill,  and  happy  indeed  is  he  who  can  point  with  pride  to  a 
long  line  of  honorable  ancestry. 

In  the  early  days  of  this  country,  there  settled  in  Massachusetts  one 
Scott,  who  lived  a quiet,  industrious  life,  and  there  died.  Joel  Scott,  one 
of  his  descendants,  was  born  October  20,  1751,  and  in.  1774  was  married 
to  Miss  Molly  Bacon,  who  was  born  August  22,  1755,  and  died  at  Paines- 
ville,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  August  30,  1821.  Joel  Scott  enlisted  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1807  he  removed  to  Painesville,  Ohio, 
and  put  in  the  first  mills  in  northern  Ohio*.  As  late  as  1833  the  mills  at 
Painesville  were  still  running  with  its  wooden  cogs  and  gearing.  In  1825 
Mr.  Scott  went  to  Huron  county,  and  located  in  Fairfield  township.  In 
his  religious  belief  he  was  a Presbyterian,  and  in  politics  a Whig.  He 
died  November  8,  1835,  in  Swanton  township,  Lucas  county.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  the  following  children:  (1)  Joel,  Jr.,  born  June,  1775,  was  mar- 

ried in  1801,  tO'  Laura  Matthews,  and  died  January  7,  1855,  in  New  York. 
(2)  Rufus  (1),  born  April,  1777,  died  the  same  year.  (3)  Pollie,  born  May 
29,  1778,  was  married  in  August,  1801,  to  Abijah  Merrill  (who  died  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six),  and  died  March  15,  1806.  (4)  Abi- 

gail, born  September  12,  1780,  was  married  February  7,  1802,  to  David 
Harrott,  who  died,  and  she  then,  May  3,  1807,  wedded  Abijah  Merrill;  she 
died  August  28,  1872.  (5)  Gad,  born  April  24,  1783,  died  October  30, 

1805.  (6)  Rufus  (2),  born  June  26,  1785,  died  in  Swanton  township,  Lucas 

county,  September  2,  1835.  (7)  William,  born  May  8,  1788,  was  married 

on  June  15,  1840,  to  Liza  A.  Alexander,  and  died  in  Vicksburg,  Missis- 
sippi, October  31,  1841.  His  widow  removed  to  California,  there  remar- 
ried. (8)  Chester,  born  September  7,  1790,  died  at  Swanton  August  4, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  (9)  Persis  (1),  born  September, 
1793,  died  in  August,  1797.  (10)  Persis  (2),  born  April  15,  1798,  died 

January  27,  1861.  (11)  Philo  B.,  born  April  22,  1801,  is  mentioned  more 

fully  below.  Of  these  children — Rufus,  William  and  Chester  were  engaged 
in  bridge  building  for  many  years  on  the  Western  Reserve. 
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Philo  B.  Scott  lived  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  and  though  desirous  of  a 
college  education,  was  unable  to  secure  it.  He  spent  two  or  three  years 
making  a home  in  Huron  county,  which  at  that  time  was  still  infested  with 
bears,  wolves,  etc.  For  nine  years  he  lived  in  Thompson  township,  Sen- 
eca county,  going  from  there  to  Swanton  township.  Lucas  county,  in  April, 
1835.  In  the  spring  of  1845,  'ie  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Lucas 
County  Infirmary.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  then  a Republi- 
can, having  attended  the  convention  held  at  Maumee  in  1854  when  the 
principles  of  Republicanism  were  adopted  before  the  formal  organization 
of  the  party.  He  also>  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  several 
township  offices.  He  helped  to  lay  out  the  first  road  west  of  the  Maumee, 
known  as  the  Old  State  road.  In  religion  he  was  a devout  follower  of 
John  Wesley. 

On  December  27,  1821,  Philo  B.  Scott  was  married  to  Emelia  Brown, 
who  was  born  April  2,  1807,  and  died  April  17,  1865.  After  her  death 
he  married  Mrs.  Anna  Huftile.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following  child- 
ren, all  by  his  first  marriage:  (1)  William  Alfred,  mentioned  more  fully 

below.  (2)  Napoleon  B.,  born  September,  1825,  in  Fairfield,  Huron  coun- 
ty, died  in  Thompson  township,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  August  14,  1828. 
(3)  Charles  J.,  born  October  22,  1827,  was  married  October  17,  1867,  to 
Eliza  A.  Cowling.  (4)  Isabel  S.,  born  April  3,  1832,  died  in  Lucas  county, 
April  6,  1853.  (5)  F.  P.,  born  in  Lucas  county,  December  19,  1837,  died 

March  31,  1838.  (6)  Philo  B.,  born  June  1,  1839,  died  July  29,  1844. 

{7)  Eliza  E.,  born  December  12,  1841,  was  married  August  25,  1870,  to 
N.  J.  Harding,  and  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  January  27,  1879.  Mr.  Hard- 
ing died  at  Grindstone  City,  Michigan,  August  11,  1885.  (8)  Mary  L., 

born  April  12,  1844,  died  May  10,  1844.  (9)  Rufus  C.,  born  March  30, 

1845,  was  married  November  29,  1867,  to  Harriet  Rogers.  (10)  Win- 
field, born  July  16,  1849,  was  married  March  21,  1869,  to  Frances  E.  Rog- 
ers, and  died  November  13,  1873,  preceded  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
October  15,  1870.  The  father  of  this  family  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
April  11,  1874. 

William  Alfred  Scott,  Sr.,  the  eldest  son  in  the  above  mentioned  fam- 
ily, was  born  August  21,  1823,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  near  his 
home  and  in  a select  school  in  Maumee.  His  life,  when  out  of  the  school- 
room, was  spent  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  worked  for  a time  in  a.  drug'  store  in  Toledo,  where  he 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  pharmacy.  He  attended  medical  lectures  in 
Cleveland,  and  while  still  a student  served  as  physician  to  the  county  infir- 


168 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


mary.  In  1849  went  to  Vienna,  Michigan,  and  in  the  spring-  of  1850 
returned  to  Ohio.  He  married,  and  started  for  California  the  same  day, 
leaving  his  wife  in  Ohio.  The  trip  going  was  made  over  the  plains,  and 
the  only  white  settlement  worth  mentioning  was  at  Salt  Lake.  He  set- 
tled on  Maxwell’s  creek,  and  the  Merced  river,  and  engaged  in  trading 
and  mining.  In  December,  1852,  he  returned  home  by  the  way  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  located  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  where  he  has  been 
practicing  almost  continuously  ever  since.  He  is  much  the  oldest  prac- 
ticing physician  in  this  locality,  and  in  spite  of  his.  years  keeps  abreast 
with  the  advancement  of  the  medical  science.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for 
Henry  Clay  in  1844;  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  be- 
came one  of  its  stanchest  adherents,  but  since  1885  he  has  cast  his  bal- 
lot in  support  of  the  men  and  the  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

On  April  8,  1850,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  Alfred  Scott,  Sr., 
and  Miss  Eleanor  Johnson,  parents  of  whom,  both  died  in  1835,  leaving  their 
six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters — orphans.  To  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Scott  were  born  five  children:  Ann,  born  February  27,  1856,  died 

in  March,  1856;  Isabel,  born  October  8,  1858,  died  February  13,  1881;  Will- 
iam Alfred,  Jr.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows;  Eleanor,  born  August  11,  1868, 
and  died  August  20,  1877;  and  Winfield  L.,  born  March  18,  1874.  On 
June  8,  1892,  the  happy  home  was  darkened  by  the  death  of  the  devoted 
wife  and  mother,  thus  closing  a life  spent  in  kindly  thoughtfulness  for 
others,  and  in  the  making  of  a true  home  “the  only  bliss  of  Paradise  that 
hath  survived  the  fall.” 

Hon.  W.  A.  Scott,  Jr.,  was  born  July  3,  1861,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  part  at  Olivett  College,  and  in  part  at  Michigan  University.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  teaching,  in  which  he  continued  some 
twenty-three  terms,  and  for  one  year  he  was  principal  of  the  Swanton 
schools.  In  1886  he  embarked  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate  businesses 
in  Swanton,  buying  out  F.  K.  Hogue.  In  1888  he  was  appointed  mayor 

of  Swanton,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term  was  unanimously  elected 

to  the  office.  He  has  been  clerk  of  the  school  board  for  several  years. 

In  1895  Mr.  Scott  was  elected  to  the  Ohio'  Legislature  to  represent 
Fulton  county  on  the  Republican  ticket,  running  ahead  of  it.  At  the  nom- 
ination of  this  he  had  three  opposing  candidates.  In  1897  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  Legislature,  his  present  term  expiring  in  1899.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Taxation,  and  a member  of  the  committee 
on  Dairying  and  Food,  the  committee  on  Elections,  and  the  committee 

on  Insurance.  In  February,  1898,  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  dele- 
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gates  to  represent  the  Republican  League  held  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  in 
[uly,  1898.  From  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  till  leaving  Lu- 
cas county  he  was  a member  of  every  Republican  political  convention  held 
in  that  county,  and  he  has  been  a prominent  political  speaker  in  different 
campaigns. 

On  May  5,  1887,  Mr.  Scott  was  married  to  Cora  Vaughan,  a native  of 
Fulton  county,  Ohio,  born  February  19,  1863,  and  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Swanton.  Her  father,  James  C.  Vaughan,  is  still  living  in  Swanton ; 
her  mother  died  June  20,  1878.  To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  come  two  children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  fol- 
lows: Ned,  November  13,  1890,  and  Fred,  January  -9,  1893. 


GENERAL  ROBERT  KINGSTON  SCOTT. 

Cooper  declared  that  there  was  “an  instinctive  tendency  in  men  to 
look  at  any  man  who  has  become  distinguished.”  Two  centuries  before, 
the  immortal  Bacon  had  said:  “Men  in  great  places  are  thrice  servants — 

servants  of  the  sovereign,  or  state;  servants  of  fame,  and  servants  of  busi- 
ness; so  as  they  have  no  freedom,  neither  in  their  persons,  nor  in  their 
actions,  nor  in  their  times.” 

The  Honorable  Robert  Kingston  Scott  was  born  July  8,  1828,  a son 
of  John  Scott  and  his  wife,  Jane  Hamilton  Scott.  John  Scott  was  a son 
of  Robert  Scott,  a colonel  in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

Doctor  Scott,  the  father  of  the  late  Mrs.  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  Gen- 
eral Winfield  Scott  were  also  members  of  this  Scott  family,  all  descending 
from  the  Scottish  Clan  Buch  Clench. 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1861,  R.  K.  Scott  was  commissioned  to 
organize  the  Sixty-eighth  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  duty 
was  done  and  the  regiment  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  29th  day  of 
November  the  same  year.  The  first  battle  in  which  the  Sixty-eighth  par- 
ticipated was  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  and  from  that  time  until  the  close 
of  the  war  this  regiment  helped  to  make  the  history  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  During  the  last  three  years  of 
the  war  Brigadier-General  Scott  commanded  the  Second  Brigade;  was 
taken  prisoner  in  front  of  Atlanta  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1864,  and  was 
exchanged  after  sixty-five  days  of  imprisonment,  two  weeks  of  which  time 
were  spent  in  the  swamps  and  in  Forsyth,  Georgia,  while  attempting  to 
escape. 
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After  his  command  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  he  was  ordered 
to  South  Carolina,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  relieve  General  Saxon  of 
the  Regular  Army  in  the  capacity  of  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  to 
adjust  matters  in  North  and  South  Carolina,  with  the  rank  of  Major- 
General. 

General  Scott  proved  equal  to  the  obligations  imposed  upon  him  by 
his  noble  ancestry,  and  with  the  calm  and  stately  bearing  of  a man  born 
to  rule,  conscious  of  his  own  power,  he  took  his  place  among  the  leaders 
of  men,  and  rapidly  rose  step  by  step,  until  offered  the  highest  office  in 
the  gift  of  his  State,  South  Carolina.  Twice  he  took  the  oath  as  Governor 
of  South  Carolina,  and  twice  that  State  enjoyed  an  administration  where 
the  highest  good  of  the  people  was  ever  the  first  consideration.  Wise  meas- 
ures wisely  executed  seems  but  a just  summing  up  of  the  two  administra- 
tions when  Robert  K.  Scott  sat  in  the  Governor’s  chair.  On  December  3, 
1872,  he  retired  to  private  life,  and  for  the  next  five  years  devoted  himself 
to  the  management  of  his  plantation,  located  just  a mile  without  the  citv 
of  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  He  was  the  owner  of  some  four  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1877  he  came  north  that  he 
might  the  better  care  for  this  vast  estate.  In  1880  he  disposed  of  a great 
portion  of  this  land,  and  has  since  sold  other  sections,  yet  owning,  how- 
ever, some  two  thousand  acres. 

Governor  Scott  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a Knight  Tem- 
plar; he  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  having  been  made  a member  of  that  order 
in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1849. 


SAINT  AUGUSTINE’S  CHURCH. 

This  Church,  at  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  has  been  for  nearly  half  a 
century  a center  of  spiritual  inspiration  and  helpfulness.  In  1856  Bishop 
Rappe,  finding  eight  families  of  devout  and  faithful  Catholics  among  the 
settlers  at  that  point,  encouraged  them  to  build  a small  church  in  which  regular 
services  might  be  held.  The  people  were  all  poor,  most  of  them  having  emi- 
grated but  a few  years  before  from  humble  homes  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  as 
they  had  large  families  to  support  they  could  do  but  little  for  the  cause  of 
religion. 

However,  there  was  among  the  settlers  a liberal-hearted  Frenchman, 
Augustine  Pilliod  by  name,  who  was  at  that  time  unmarried  and,  being  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  of  milling,  he  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  erected  a 
small  frame  building,  24x40,  with  the  assistance  of  James  Brennan,  together 
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with  such  aid  as  could  be  obtained  from  the  other  Catholics  and  some  generous 
outsiders.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  funds  the  church  was  not  plastered  until 
1858.  and  when  completed  it  was  found  that  the  cost  had  been  about  five 
hundred  dollars.  Augustine  Pilliod  named  the  parish  after  his  patron  saint, 
and  for  some  time  the  services  were  conducted  at  stated  periods  by  priests  from 
Defiance,  Rev.  F.  Westerholt  being  the  first.  From  1859  to  1861  Rev.  A.  G. 
Hoeffel  officiated,  and  then  the  care  of  the  little  parish  was  given  to  the  priests 
of  Providence,  Ohio,  regular  visits  being  paid  by  Rev.  James  P.  Molony  until 
July,  1863,  and  by  Rev.  John  Martin  Pfitz  from  that  date  until  September, 
1864.  By  this  time  the  congregation  had  so  increased  that  Rev.  J.  P.  Carroll 
was  appointed  as  resident  pastor,  and  under  his  administration  an  addition, 
24x25  feet,  was  made  to  the  church,  and  a tower  erected  in  front,  the  latter 
being  paid  for  by  John  H.  Vocke.  Later  a small  frame  school  house,  26x36, 
was  built,  and  in  1865  Father  Carroll  organized  a parochial  school  which  he 
placed  under  the  care  of  his  sister,  Miss  Ellen  Carroll,  now  a member  of  a 
religious  order.  From  that  time  to  the  present  the  town  has  not  been  without 
a Catholic  school.  In  November,  1868,  Father  Carroll  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  N.  A.  Moes,  under  whose  administration  the  congregations  of  Napoleon 
and  Providence,  which  had  been  attended  by  one  priest  for  nine  years,  were 
separated,  each  receiving  a resident  pastor. 

On  October  18,  1870,  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Michael  Pfitz,  took  charge 
of  the  Napoleon  church,  which  has  steadily  grown  in  usefulness  and  prosperity 
under  his  able  and  judicious  management.  He  found  it  encumbered  with  a 
debt  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars — about  two-thirds  of  the  real  value 
of  all  its  property — but  he  succeeded  in  clearing  off  all  obligations  and  in 
raising  about  a thousand  dollars  more  for  furniture  for  the  church.  Later 
he  determined  to  secure  a better  site  for  the  church,  and  on  December  21, 
1875,  a beautiful  lot,  165  feet  square,  in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  was 
purchased  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  It  took  the  congregation 
three  years  to  pay  for  it,  and,  as  by  that  time  the  school  was  in  need  of  better 
accommodations,  it  was  decided  to  build  a new  school  house  on  the  lot  before 
erecting  a new  church  edifice.  This  was  accordingly  done  in  1878,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  school,  which  had  been  previously  conducted  by  lay  teachers, 
was  given  into  the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  a house  was  built  for  them  upon  the  same  lot.  As  the  congregation  had 
still  considerable  each  on  hand,  a new  church  was  begun  in  the  following  year, 
the  old  building  being  sadly  out  of  repair  and  in  an  inconvenient  location, 
which  was  the  more  noticeable  after  the  transfer  of  the  school  to  the  new  lot. 
A handsome  Gothic  structure,  50x117  feet,  was  erected  at  a cost  of  twenty-two 
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thousand  dollars,  and  on  June  19,  1883,  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God 
by  Right  Rev.  Bishop  R.  Gilmour,  of  Cleveland.  These  outward  signs  of 
prosperity  are  but  an  indication  of  a gratifying  spiritual  growth  under  which 
many  have  been  added  to  the  church,  the  congregation  comprising  about  eighty- 
five  families  at  the  present  time. 

Rev.  Michael  Piitz,  the  beloved  pastor  whose  labors  have  resulted  in  such 
signal  benefit  to  the  church,  is  a native  of  Gilsdorf,  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, Germany,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  December  29,  1845.  He  studied 
the  classics  in  Luxemburg,  and  then,  coming  to  America,  took  a course  in 
philosophy  and  theology  in  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  On 
March  7,  1869,  he  was  ordained  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  A.  Rappe,  of  that 
city,  and  his  first  charge  was  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  Later  he  officiated  for  some 
time  in  the  parishes  of  Findlay  and  Millersville,  Ohio,  until  his  transfer  in  1870 
to  the  church  at  Napoleon,  the  appointment  being  made  by  the  Very  Rev. 
Edward  Hannin,  then  administrator  of  the  diocese  of  Cleveland. 


JAMES  D.  ARCHER,  M.  D. 

The  leading  physician  and  surgeon  of  Holgate,  Henry  county,  where  he 
has  successfully  engaged  in  practice  since  June,  1885,  is  Doctor  J.  D.  Archer. 
He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  North  Baltimore,  October  30,  1858,  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Nancy  J.  (Howard)  Archer,  who  still  live  at  that  place.  They 
have  three  children:  James  D.,  John  R.,  and  Susan  M. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Wood  county  Doctor  Archer  passed  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality  began  his 
literary  education,  afterward  attending  Fostoria  Academy  for  three  years. 
He  then  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five  years,  and  in  the  meantime,  while 
conducting  a school  in  Henry  township.  Wood  county,  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine.  In  1881  he  entered  Starling  Medical  College,  where  he  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  three  years  later.  Having  received  his  diploma, 
he  opened  an  office  in  Dundee,  Michigan,  but  at  the  end  of  a year  he  came  to 
Holgate,  where  he  soon  succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  Holgate,  Doctor  Archer  was  married  June  9,  1892,  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Mangus,  widow  of  William  Mangus,  and  daughter  of  W.  P.  Youngs,  former 
of  Henry  county.  Politically  the  Doctor  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  1894  he  was  appointed,  by  President  Cleveland,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  United  States  pension  examiners  for  Henry  county. 
He  belongs  to  Holgate  Lodge,  No.  271,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  surgeon 
for  the  Clover  Leaf  and  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroads.  He  is  also  an  honored 
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member  of  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society,  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railway  Surgeons  Association,  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Holding  marked  precedence  among  the  members  of  his  profession  in 
Henry  county,  and  retaining  a patronage  of  so  representative  a character  as 
to  alone  stand  in  evidence  of  his  professional  ability  and  personal  popularity, 
Doctor  Archer  must  assuredly  be  accorded  an  honored  place  in  this  volume. 


HON.  W.  D.  HILL. 

This  gentleman  holds  by  right  of  conquest  a pla-ce  among  the  ablest 
and  most  distinguished  sons  of  the  Buckeye  State,  his  influence  extending 
far  beyond  local  limits.  As  a lawyer,  politician  and  orator  he  has  few  equals, 
and  the  story  of  his  rise  to  his  present  position  in  life,  notwithstanding  the 
disadvantages  of  early  poverty,  cannot  fail  to  convey  a helpful  lesson. 

Mr.  Hill  comes  of  patriotic  stock,  his  great-grandfathers  on  both  sides 
having  been,  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  while  both  his  grandfath- 
ers served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  born  October  1,  1833,  in  Nelson 
county,  Virginia,  son  of  Edmund  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Hargrave)  Hill,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  In  1849  the  family  came  to  Ohio, 
settling  upon  a farm  near  Jamestown,  Greene  county.  As  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  Mr.  Hill’s  early  life  was  calculated  to  establish 
habits  of  industry,  and  for  some  years  before  he  attained  his  majority  he 
had  charge  of  his  father’s  farm.  His  prospects  for  an  education  were  most 
discouraging,  but  his  dauntless  will  was  early  shown  in  the  overcoming  of 
obstacles  which  to  a youth  of  less  force  of  character  would  have  seemed  in- 
surmountable. In  1853  he  purchased  a scholarship  in  Antioch  College  at 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  and  entered  as  a student,  supporting  himself  while 
there  by  sawing  wood,  tilling  gardens,  or  in  any  other  employment  that 
could  be  secured.  In  the  winter  he  taught  school,  and  by  using  the  clos- 
est economy  even  in  his  food,  which  he  cooked  for  himself,  he  managed 
to  spend  three  years  at  college.  In  the  meantime  he  became  deeply  inter- 
ested in  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  being  too  independent  tO'  read 
a borrowed  paper,  he  obtained  the  money  to  subscribe  for  the  “Cincinnati 
Enquirer”  by  sawing  wood  at  night.  His  ability  as  a,  public  speaker  was 
recognized  as  early  as  1853,  when  he  made  an  address  in  support  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1854  he  canvassed  Greene  county 
for  his  party.  He  was  especially  active  in  opposing  the  “Know-Nothing” 
movement.  His  legal  studies  were  begun  under  the  guidance  of  James 
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M.  Hunt,  of  Spring-field,  Ohio;  hut  journalistic  work  tempted  him  aside 
from  his  profession,  and  in  1858  he  became  the  editor  of  the  “Ohio  Press,” 
the  successor  of  the  “Democratic  Expositor.”  This  venture  ended  in  dis- 
aster, and  Mr.  Hill  not  only  lost  his  previous  savings  but  was  involved  in 
debt.  He  continued  his  preparation  for  his  profession,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1859,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  fall  term  of  the  district  court 
at  Springfield.  From  the  first  Mr.  Hill  met  with  a flattering  degree  of 
success,  and  in  1861  the  law  firm  of  Hill  & Snyder  was  formed,  which  won 
a goodly  share  of  the  legal  business  of  the  locality.  In  that  year  Mr.  Hill 
was  elected  mayor  of  Springfield  over  James  L.  Torbert,  the  Republican 
candidate,  and  this  victory  was  the  more  gratifying  from  the  fact  that  his 
opponent  was  a leader  of  his  party  and  a popular  favorite. 

In  June,  1863,  Mr.  Hill  removed  to  Defiance,  and  in  the  following 
year  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  Congressional  campaign,  making  speeches 
at  various  points  in  the  district.  He  made  hosts  of  friends,  and,  his  pow- 
ers as  a leader  being  recognized,  he  was  nominated  in  1865  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  elected  against  great  odds  by  a ma- 
jority of  two  hundred  votes,  and  was  re-elected  in  1867.  So  marked  was 
the  impression  made  by  his  eloquence  and  logic  that  in  1869  he  was  in- 
vited to  speak  in  behalf  of  his  party  in  Licking,  Muskingum,  Coshocton, 
Tuscarawas  and  other  counties  in  Ohio,  and  his  effective  work  in  that  cam- 
paign added  greatly  to  his  reputation  as  a debater  while  contributing  to 
the  success  of  the  party.  He  also  aided  in  the  gubernatorial  contests  of 
1871  and  1873,  his  friend  William  Allen  being  elected  governor  in  the 
latter  campaign.  In  1875  Mr.  Hill  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to  the 
office  of  superintendent  of  insurance  for  the  State,  without  solicitation  on 
his  part,  and  against  powerful  influences  exerted  in  behalf  of  other  per- 
sons. He  held  the  position  three  years,  winning  the  respect  of  all  par- 
ties as  an  honest  and  capable  official,  but  rather  than  assume  the  attitude 
of  an  applicant  for  a second  term  he  retired.  On  July  4,  1878,  he  was 
nominated  for  Congress  in  the  Sixth  District,  and  elected,  his  service  dur- 
ing his  term  adding  new  laurels  to  his  reputation.  In  June,  1882,  he  was 
again  nominated  for  Congress,  and  gained  the  election  by  a majority  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  a most  flattering  vote  under  the  circumstances, 
his  opponent  being  Colonel  J.  H.  Brigham,  an  able  and  popular  man, 
who  was  then  master  of  the  Ohio'  State  Grange.  On  this  occasion  Mr. 
Hill  ran  five  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  the  district  and  more 
than  one  hundred  votes  in  his  own  county.  The  previous  year  the  Repub- 
lican majority  was  nine  hundred  and  eighteen.  In  1884  he  was  elected  a third 
time,  having  been  nominated  by  the  convention  held  at  Ottawa  in  that  year. 
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Mr.  Hill  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Convention  of  his  party  at 
Cincinnati  in  1880,  when  General  Hancock  was  made  the  standard  bearer, 
but  he  warmly  supported  Allen  G.  Thurman  for  the  nomination,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  of  his  constituents.  Other  party  leaders 
from  Ohio  who  had  been  similarly  instructed  deserted  the  “Old  Roman,” 
and  Mr.  Hill  openly  denounced  their  conduct  with  his  usual  force  and  earn- 
estness. However,  when  the  choice  was  once  made  he  supported  the 
ticket  with  characteristic  zeal,  making  powerful  and  effective  speeches 
through  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania.  In  the  campaign  of  1884  he 
made  one  hundred  and  sixty  addresses  in  support  of  Cleveland  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Virginia  and  Michigan,  thirty  of  them  being  given  in  Virginia. 

On  June  3,  1862,  Mr.  Hill  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  B.  March, 
who  was  born  June  14,  1839.  Her  father,  Thomas  C.  March,  was  a na- 
tive of  Maine;  her  mother,  Anna  D.  Cureton,  was  born  in  Camden,  South 
Carolina,  and  in  1824  was  one  of  the  young  girls  who  strewed  flowers  be- 
fore LaFayette  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  that  city.  Both  parents  were 
prominent  adherents  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  March  had  gone  to  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  when  a youth  of  nineteen,  and  was  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  there  for  nearly  thirty  years;  but,  as  the  events  which  pre- 
ceded the  Civil  war  gave  warning  of  the  impending  trouble,  he  placed  his 
large  fortune  in  available  shape  and  removed  to  the  North.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hill  have  an  interesting  family  of  four  children:  Alice  L.,  born  April  5, 

1863;  Anna  E.,  November  8,  1866;  Mary  V.,  June  3,  1870;  and  Mattie  T., 
October  8,  1873. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hill,  finding  his  health  badly  shattered  by  over  work,  he 
removed  to  Kalispell,  Montana,  to  renew  his  strength  in  the  invigorating 
air  of  that  State.  He  did  some  important  professional  work  while  there, 
but  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  hunting  and  in  camping  out  with  no 
one  but  Indians  as  companions.  Living  thus  “near  to  Nature’s  heart,”  his 
health  was  completely  restored,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  business  in  Defiance,  and  with  his  old  fire  and  eloquence  took 
part  in  the  memorable  campaign  of  that  year. 

Mr.  Hill  is  about  five  feet,  nine  inches  in  height,  well  proportioned, 
with  erect  carriage,  and  is  always  on  the  alert  in  mind  and  body.  As  a 
public  speaker  he  is  both  eloquent  and  convincing,  his  political  speeches 
being  unexcelled.  His  gifts  are  of  no  less  value  in  the  court  room,  and 
he  is  especially  successful  in  the  presentation  of  a case  before  a jury.  He 
is  regarded  as  a most  skillful  examiner  of  witnesses,  his  keen  and  quick  per- 
ceptions enabling  him  to  bring  out  the  truth,  however  obscured  by  a tangled 
web  of  conflicting  testimony.  As  a student  he  is  methodical  and  perse- 
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vering,  his  researches  covering  a wide  range.  Bnt  however  he  may  be 
admired  for  his  abilities  it  is  as  the  genial,  generous,  kindly  man,  pure  in 
life  and  straightforward  and  incorruptible  in  character  that  he  is  best 
known,  and  upon  these  endearing  qualities  does  his  fame  chiefly  rest  among 
his  wide  circle  of  friends. 


HENRY  NEVVBEGIN. 

The  legal  profession  in  this  section  boasts  many  names  made  honor- 
able by  long  and  brilliant  service  at  the  Bar,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a well-known  attorney  of  Defiance,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in  a vol- 
ume which  aims  to  preserve  for  future  generations  a record  of  the  leading 
men  of  to-day. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  is  descended  from  an  old  English 
family,  and  the  first  to  settle  in  America  was  his  great-grandfather,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  at  an  early  day  and  located  at  Parsonsfield,  York 
county,  Maine,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent.  He  died  at  a good 
Old  age,  leaving  two  sons,  George  and  Jonathan. 

Jonathan  Newbegin,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  became  a blacksmith 
by  occupation,  and  in  early  manhood  he  settled  at  Pownal,  Cumberland 
county,  Maine.  He  married  Polly  Fickett,  and  had  five  children:  John, 

George,  William,  Betsey,  and  Almira. 

John  Newbegin,  tbe  eldest  son,  made  his  home  at  Pownal,  and  became 
a prosperous  farmer  and  blacksmith.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served 
as  a soldier,  and  was  stationed  for  three  months  at  Portland,  Maine,  when 
that  city  was  threatened  by  a British  fleet.  After  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1848,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  his  widow  was  granted  160  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  in  recognition  of  his  services.  Mrs.  Newbegin,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Asenath  Knight,  survived  her  husband  many  years,  and  died 
in  1873  in  her  eighty-third  year,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  John,  at  Gray 
Corner,  Cumberland  county,  Maine.  There  were  six  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  John,  David,  Jeremiah,  Charles,  Henry  (our  subject),  and 

Joseph.  As  both  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  family  was  reared  in  that  faith. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  May  2,  1833,  at  Pownal,  Maine, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  farm.  After  attending  the  local  schools 
for  a time  he  entered  North  Yarmouth  Academy,  and  later  he  prepared  for 
college  at  Yarmouth  Institute.  In  1853,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  entered 
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Bowdoin  College,  where  he  took  a full  course,  graduating  in  1857.  The 
College  gave  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  i860.  In  1858  he  came  to  Ohio, 
and  for  four  years  he  was  superintendent  and  principal  of  the  public  schools 
of  Bryan,  where  he  organized  the  union  or  graded-school  system,  now  in 
operation.  In  the  meantime  he  read  law,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  he  spent 
three  months  in  the  law  school  at  Albany,  New  York.  On  December  2, 
1862,  he  passed  the  examination  before  the  OhO  Supreme  Court,  at  Co- 
lumbus, and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  immediately  opened  an  office 
at  Defiance,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  general  practice,  meet- 
ing with  marked  success.  For  some  time  he  has  given  especial  attention 
to  railroad  and  corporation  law,  having  been  special  attorney  for  the  Wa- 
bash road  since  1868,  and  general  counsel  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road 
from  1877  to  1889,  his  duties  at  first  covering  the  interests  of  that  line  in 
northern  Ohio,  but  were  extended  later  to  all  parts  of  Indiana,  as  well. 
In  1889  he  resigned  his  position  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road;  but  at 
times  he  has  done  special  work  for  the  company.  Since  1868  he  has  been 
commissioner  for  the  United  States  court  for  the  Northern  District  of  Ohio, 
but  he  has  never  sought  or  held  any  office  which  was  not  connected  with 
his  profession.  Having  been  reared  under  Democratic  influences,  he  was 
naturally  inclined  to  that  party  in  his  early  years;  but  at  the  time  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  he  began  to  favor  the  movement  which 
resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  and  from  1858  to 
1870  he  acted  with  that  party.  In  1872  he  was  a member  of  the  National 
Liberal  Republican  Convention  at  Cincinnati,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party  on  all  national  issues,  although 
he  votes  independently  on  questions  relating  to  State  and  local  affairs.  He 
takes  keen  interest  in  all  progressive  movements,  educational,  social,  and 
political,  and  since  1886  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  overseers  of 
Bowdoin  College. 

On  February  18,  1858,  Mr.  Newbegin  was  married  to  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Alexander,  of  Richmond,  Maine,  who  died  at  Defiance,  in  November,  1864; 
they  had  no  children.  On  October  23,  1867,  he  was  married  (a  second 
time)  at  Cumberland,  Maine,  to  Miss  Ellen  T.  Sturdivant,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Ephraim  Sturdivant,  a prominent  resident  of  that  place,  who  was  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  shipping  interests.  Of  the  three  child- 
ren of  this  union,  the  eldest,  Parker  Cleaveland,  born  May  19,  1869,  was 
graduated  in  1891  from  Bowdoin  College,  and  now  resides  at  Patten,  Maine, 
where  he  is  superintendent  of  a small  railroad  and  engineer  in  charge  of  its 
extension.  Edward  Henry,  born  November  25,  1870,  also  graduated  from 
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Bowdoin  College  in  1891,  and  is  now  an  Episcopal  minister  at  Ayer,  Massa- 
chusetts. Robert,  born  August  5,  1874,  completed  his  course  at  Bowdoin  in 
1896,  and  after  studying  law  with  his  father  graduated  at  Boston  University 
Law  School,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  in  1898. 

The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr.  Newbegin  has  kept  up  his  ac- 
quaintance with  his  old  associates  in  the  East,  as  he  has  made  his  home  at 
Cumberland,  Maine,  nearly  every  summer  since  1878.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken  all  the  degrees  in  regular  course  up 
to  and  including  that  of  Knight  Templar;  and  for  many  years  he  attended 
the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Masonic  bodies  of  Ohio,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  each. 


JOHN  M.  COOMBS,  M.  D. 

Among  the  brave  and  hardy  pioneers  who  came  to  the  Northwest 
Territory  in  the  early  days,  advancing  far  beyond  the  then  frontier  line  and 
establishing  homes  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  were  William  Coombs  and 
his  wife,  Rachel  (Bowers),  the  grandparents  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch. 

Previous  generations  of  the  Coombs  family  had  come  from  New  Eng- 
land to  settle  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela  river  when 
that  region  was  regarded  as  the  “far  West,”  but  the  taste  for  true  pioneer 
life  was  too  strong  in  William  Coombs  for  him  to  remain  content  in  the 
partially  settled  country  which  his  ancestors  had  helped  to  subdue.  Be- 
tween 1800  and  1805  he  and  his  wife  located  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  fif- 
teen miles  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  the  woods,  although  the  Indians 
were  numerous  and  at  times  hostile  and  troublesome.  They  lived  only 
fifteen  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  Pigeon  Roost  massacre,  and  about  that 
time  another  settler,  Mathias  Hester,  was  attacked  by  the  savages  and 
scalped.  Feigning  death,  he  thus  escaped  that  fate;  but  he  was  so  severely 
injured  that  it  was  a year  before  he  recovered  his  health. 

William  and  Rachel  Coombs  reared  a family  of  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  John,  our  subject’s  father,  born  in  1809.  He  was  married  in  1830 
to  Sarah  Hester,  who  was  born  in  1807,  daughter  of  Mathias  Hester,  above 
mentioned,  who  had  settled  with  his  wife,  Susan  Huckelberry,  at  the  “Old 
Fort”  at  Charlestown,  Indiana.  This  was  a hewed-log  house  of  two  stories, 
with  portholes  in  the  upper  story,  and  was  built  very  substantially.  Until 
1876  it  stood  on  the  old  site,  but  it  was  then  torn  down.  John  Coombs 
lived  to  a good  old  age,  his  death  occurring  in  1883.  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1876. 
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Doctor  J.  M.  Coombs,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  near  Charlestown,  Indiana,  January  30,  1843,  and  was 
the  seventh  in  a family  of  nine  children.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  high  school  at  Charlestown.  At 
sixteen  he  entered  the  University  at  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  after  three 
years  of  study  there  he  began  to  read  medicine  with  Doctor  D.  H.  Coombs, 
of  Charlestown,  a cousin.  In  1863-64  he  attended  the  Cincinnati  College 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  at  the  close  of  his  first  course  of  lectures 
was  appointed  a medical  cadet  at  the  United  States  General  Military  Hos- 
pital at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana.  He  returned  to  the  college  to  complete 
his  studies,  however,  and  was  graduated  in  March,  18.65,  receiving  an  ap- 
pointment as  acting  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army,  and  being 
assigned  to  duty  as  surgeon  to  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  reported 
for  service  at  Eastport,  Mississippi,  and  held  the  position  until  August  16, 
1865,  when  he  resigned,  on  account  of  sickness,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Returning  home,  he  began  to  consider  the  important  question  of  his  future 
location,  and  without  much  delay  he  decided  upon  Newville,  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  practiced  successfully  until  1876.  He  then 
entered  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  at  New  York  for  a special 
course  in  that  branch  of  his  profession,  and  afterward  took  a course  in 
Will’s  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  tutelage  of  Doctor 
Strawbridge,  a specialist  of  world-wide  fame.  On  resuming  his  practice  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  where  his  abili- 
ties, experience  and  skill  won  for  him  quick  recognition  as  a leader  in  his 
profession. 

Popular  as  a physician,  he  is  no  less  so  as  a man,  his.  affable  and  cour- 
teous manner  setting  all  at  ease,  while  his  upright  character  and  fine  mental 
qualities  gain  the  lasting  friendship  of  his  acquaintances.  No  better  proof 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  could  be  asked  than  was  afforded 
in  1894,  when  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  county  auditor  on  the 
Republican  ticket.  Although  Defiance  county  is  normally  Democratic  by 
about  thirteen  hundred  majority,  the  Doctor  was  elected,  showing  that  his 
popularity  is  not  limited  to  any  one  class  or  party  despite  his  steadfast  advo- 
cacy of  Republican  principles.  In  the  responsible  position  of  auditor  the 
Doctor's  abilities  have  been  shown  in  a new  and  wholly  satisfactory  light, 
and  his  widened  circle  of  acquaintances  means  an  addition  to  his  already 
large  circle  of  friends.  At  present  he  is  residing  in  Defiance,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  will  again  follow  his  profession  at  Hicksville.  He 
is  a most  active,  energetic  and  capable  physician,  and  as  the  leading  repre- 
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sentative  of  his  profession  in  Hicksville  enjoyed  an  excellent  practice.  His 
cheerful,  hopeful  and  pleasant  manner  makes  him  very  popular  in  the  sick 
room. 

On  December  26,  1867,  Doctor  Coombs  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Cornelia  E.  Allen,  of  Newville,  Indiana,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Eliza 
Allen,  who  were  formerly  from  New  York.  Mrs.  Coombs  attends  the 
Christian  Church,  and  has  always  been  prominently  identified  with  its  activi- 
ties. Their  only  son,  Roy  R.  Coombs,  is  now  a member  of  the  senior  class 
in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Fraternally  the 
Doctor  is  a Knight  Templar. 


WILLIAM  A.  SCHMALTZ. 

The  present  efficient  and  popular  county  clerk  of  Defiance  county,  W.  A. 
Schmaltz,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  having  been  horn  October  16,  1858,  in  New 
Bedford,  Coshocton  county.  He  is  a son  of  Christian  and  Sarah  (Martin) 
Schmaltz,  and  a grandson  of  Frederick  and  Charlotte  (Schlegel)  Schmaltz. 

Frederick  Schmaltz  and  his  wife  were  both  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, the  former  in  1812,  and  the  latter  in  1800.  In  the  Fatherland  they 
married,  and  there  their  two  children — Barbara  and  Christian — were  born, 
and  while  these  were  yet  young  the  family  came  to  America,  settling  in  New 
Bedford,  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  where  the  grandfather  was  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business.  He  died  in  1891,  his  wife  in  1889,  her  death  being  caused 
by  a fall  which  fractured  her  right  hip. 

Christian  Schmaltz,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1832,  and  as  already 
stated  was  a boy  when  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  New  Bedford, 
Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education.  He  also  there  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  that  city  and  in  Millersburg,  Holmes  county,  Ohio. 
By  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Martin  (who  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1833)  he 
had  four  children,  namely:  Emeline  (Mrs.  William  Rinehart,  of  Baltic, 
Ohio)  ; William  Alfred  (our  subject)  ; Mary  (Mrs  Doctor  Wallace,  of 
Avondale,  Ohio)  ; and  Charles  Christian,  the  present  postmaster  at  Avon- 
dale, where  he  also  follows  merchandizing.  He  married  Miss  Mantie  Miller, 
of  Avondale,  and  they  have  two  sons.  After  the  death  of  Christian  Schmaltz, 
in  1874,  his  widow  (our  subject’s  mother)  wedded  Henry  Miller,  of  Avon- 
dale, who  died  a few  years  later;  his  widow  still  resides  in  Avondale. 

W.  A.  Schmaltz,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  received  his  early 
literary  training  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place,  later  attending  a 
select  school  at  Millersburg,  Ohio,  where  he  completed  his  studies  in  1879,  in 
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the  fall  of  which  year  he  commenced  teaching,  a profession  he  followed  in 
Baltic  four  terms.  He  then  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  took  charge  of  the 

public  schools,  serving  in  that  incumbency  some  twenty-three  terms partly  in 

the  schools  of  Jewell,  and  partly  in  those  of  the  adjacent  districts. 

In  1882  Mr.  Schmaltz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Matilda  Conn,  a 
native  of  Defiance  county,  and  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Elmira  (Mattock) 
Conn,  and  four  children  have  blessed  this  union,  viz. : Clifford  D.,  Emma  G., 
Charles  C.,  and  William  A.  Mrs.  Schmaltz  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  of  Jewell. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  has  always  been  active  in  the 
interests  of  the  party.  He  served  two  terms  as  assessor  of  Richland  town- 
ship, and  two  terms  as  clerk  of  same.  In  the  fall  of  1896  he  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  county  clerk  of  Defiance  county,  and  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  in  August,  1897,  the  term  being  three  years.  He  also  served 
as  jury  commissioner  of  Defiance  county  during  the  years  1894-95-96.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  the  National  Union.  In  1894  Mr.  Schmaltz  pur- 
chased twenty  acres  of  land  at  Jewell,  where  he  has  a pleasant  home,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 


ROBERT  N.  PATTERSON. 

The  “art  preservative  of  all  arts”  is  well  illustrated  in  that  popular  news- 
paper, “The  Bryan  Democrat,”  which  was  founded  April  30,  1863,  by  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  and  has  since  been  continued  by  him  without  in- 
terruption, appearing  in  full  size  every  Thursday  with  the  regularity  of 
the  sun  in  its  course.  The  offices  are  equipped  for  good  work,  an  en- 
gine run  by  electric  power,  modern  presses,  and  an  excellent  job  depart- 
ment showing  the  liberal  and  judicious  management  that  commands  suc- 
cess. 

Until  1876  the  “Democrat”  was  a four-page  folio-,  twenty-seven  by  thir- 
ty-eight inches,  of  seven  columns,  but  it  has  since  been  issued  as  an  eight- 
page  quarto  of  six  columns.  For  the  first  three  years  of  its  existence  the 
offices  occupied  the  building  next  door  to  the  present  site,  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Butler  streets,  and  for  thirty  years  following  it  was  located 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  High  and  Main  streets,  but  in  1896  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  present  quarters.  Beginning  with  a subscription  list  of  one 
thousand  one  hundred,  it  has  now  increased  its  circulation  to  one  thousand 
five  hundred,  the  largest  of  any  paper  in  Williams  county,  and  by  its  vig- 
orous and  able  support  of  Democratic  principles  it  has  obtained  a strong 
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hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  people.  The  editorial  management  is  in 
the  hands  of  our  subject,  but  in  the  mechanical  and  business  departments 
he  has  the  efficient  aid  of  his  son,  Medary  Mahlon  Patterson.  In  politics 
the  paper  has  always  reflected  the  opinions  of  its  owner  and  editor,  who 
has  been  a life-long  Democrat,  and  in  1896  it  advocated  the  cause  of  free 
silver,  proving  an  influential  factor  in  the  campaign  in  this  locality. 

The  Patterson  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and  has  been  noted  as  far 
back  as  any  records  exist,  for  love  of  freedom  and  courage  in  maintaining 
that  principle.  Thomas  Patterson,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Irish  during  the  rebellion  of  1798, 
and  went  to  Ireland  with  the  clan  Campbell  to  participate  in  the  struggle. 
He  was  captured  by  the  English,  and  with  a number  of  others  was  beheaded 
on  the  charge  of  treason.  In  the  American  branch  of  the  family  military 
ardor  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  one  of  its  members  was  wounded  while 
serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  another  served  in  the  war 
with  Mexico,  and  several  took  part  in  the  Civil  war. 

Thomas  Patterson  (2),  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in  1771,  locating  first  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  he  enlisted  in 
the  army,  and  was  accorded  the  honor  of  an  assignment  to  the  force  known 
as  the  Washington  Life  Guards.  At  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  while  in 
the  act  of  raising  his  gun  to  shoot,  a British  bullet  passed  through  the  palm 
of  his  hand,  inflicting  a permanent  injury.  In  the  same  company  were 
two  brothers,  English  Quakers,  named  Slack,  who  were  also  wounded  and 
as  all  three  were  given  furloughs,  the  brothers  invited  Mr.  Patterson  to  go 
home  with  them  and  remain  until  his  wound  healed.  He  did  so,  and  while 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  British  marksmanship  he  fell  a victim  to  Cu- 
pid’s arrows,  Miss  Jane  Slack,  a sister  of  his  comrades,  winning  his  affec- 
tions. About  the  close  of  the  war  they  were  married,  and  soon  afterward 
they  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  where 
for  many  years  he  operated  a farm,  his  death  occurring  there  in  1812.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  in  his  locality,  serving  several  years 
as  deputy  sheriff.  His  family  consisted  of  eight  children — three  daughters 
(of  whom  no  account  is  given)  and  five  sons,  viz:  Thomas,  who  died  at 

Huntingdon;  John,  a resident  of  Huntingdon,  who  was  frozen  to  death 
while  crossing  the  Allegheny  mountains;  Robei't,  who  was  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  building  of  the  famous  National  Road  through  this  State,  and 
whose  death  occurred  in  Licking  county  at  an  advanced  age;  Andrew  IT, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Archibald,  a cabinet  maker,  who 
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served  in  the  Mexican  war  as  a member  of  Yell’s  Mounted  Regiment,  re- 
ceiving a wound  while  on  duty,  and  afterward  settled  in  Arkansas,  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  a larg'e  plantation.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  but  his  relatives 
in  the  North  have  since  lost  trace  of  him. 

Hon.  Andrew  H.  Patterson,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1808,  at 
Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  and  during  his  youth  learned  the  saddler’s  trade 
there.  In  1828  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  for  short  periods  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Wooster,  Lancaster,  and  Delaware.  In  1829  he  established  a saddle 
and  harness  shop  in  the  latter  city,  and  for  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place,  being’  prominent  in  political  affairs  as  well 
as  in  business  circles.  He  soon  obtained  more  than  a local  reputation  in 
the  Democratic  party,  and  after  serving  about  eight  years  as  postmaster 
at  Delaware,  under  Jackson’s  administration,  he  was  elected,  in  1835,  to 
the  office  of  sheriff  of  Delaware  county,  which  position  he  held  for  two 
terms,  while  from  1838  to  1840  he  was  a member  of  the  Ohio  House  of 
Representatives.  About  1839  he  contracted  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment for  the  manufacture  of  mail  bags,  a venture  which  ultimately  caused 
the  loss  of  his  fortune.  In  1841  he  was  appointed  general  inspector  of  post 
offices  in  the  United  States,  and  during  his  two  years  of  service  he  visited 
all  the  important  post  offices  then  in  this  country,  and  all  the  large  offices 
in  Canada  and  Cuba.  After  his  retirement  from  this  position  he  found  his 
financial  reverses  so  serious  that  he  applied  to  the  government  for  re-im- 
bursement  on  his  unfortunate  contract,  but  it  was  refused,  compelling  him 
to  begin  life  over  again  at  his  trade. 

In  1861,  on  the  first  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  men,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  four  months,  and 
on  his  return  to  Delaware  he  resumed  his  work  at  his  trade.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  removed  to  Bryan,  where  he  continued  his  occupation  for  some 
time,  and  his  death  occurred  there  August  29,  1863,  at  the  home  of  our 
subject.  During  his  long  and  active  political  career  he  held  a high  place 
in  the  councils  of  his  party,  State  and  National,  and  the  family  now  pos- 
sesses autographic  letters  written  to  him  by  prominent  statesmen,  in- 
cluding John  Quincy  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  Horace  Greeley,  James  Bu- 
chanan, Lewis  Cass,  and  President  Tyler.  On  one  occasion  President  An- 
drew Jackson  presented  him  with  a hickory  stick  cut  by  the  old  hero  at 
the  Hermitage.  Our  subject  now  owns  this  interesting  relic,  which  was 
mounted  as  a cane  by  the  recipient,  with  a ferrule  at  the  bottom  and  a braided 
leather  covering  for  the  head. 
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In  1830  A.  H.  Patterson  was  married  at  Delaware  to  Miss  Roxana 
Lorena  Vining,  daughter  of  Elam  and  Elizabeth  (Carter)  Vining,  and  a 
descendant  of  an  old  English  family  whose  records  date  back  to  the  days 
of  the  Roundheads.  Her  ancestors  were  among  the  Puritans  who  located 
in  Connecticut  in  1640.  She  died  in  Delaware  in  1839,  leaving  four  child- 
ren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  Eliza  married  Charles  Wood  (both 
now  deceased);  Sarah  (deceased)  married  Harry  Owen;  and  Roxana  mar- 
ried (first)  William  Tarr  (deceased),  and  (second)  Henry  Thoman,  who 
resides  near  Clinton,  Missouri. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  January  19,  1831,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  select  schools  at  Delaware.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
learning  the  printer’s  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years,  and 
until  1863  he  worked  as  a journeyman  at  various  places.  In  1863  he  was 
invited  by  the  Democrats  of  Bryan  to  locate  there  and  establish  a paper 
which  would  represent  their  principles,  they  furnishing  the  cash  to  fit  up 
the  plant.  He  accepted  the  offer,  meeting  with  such  success  that  the  in- 
debtedness was  soon  cleared  off,  and  he  speedily  won  a wide  reputation  as 
a fearless  and  independent  journalist.  He  has  always  taken  a prominent 
share  in  the  work  in  his  party,  serving  as  a delegate  to  twenty-three  out 
of  the  thirty-three  State  Conventions  held  since  he  became  editor  of  the 
“Democrat,"  and  from  1863  to  1880  he  was  a member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee,  holding  the  chairmanship  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time.  In  1866  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Bryan  by  President 
Johnson,  and  had  served  nearly  one  year  when  the  place  was  added  to 
the  list  of  Presidential  offices,  but  on  his  nomination  he  was  rejected  by 
the  Republican  Senate. 

He  has  been  active  in  local  movements  of  a non-political  character, 
notably  the  Williams  County  Agricultural  Society,  of  which  he  was  sec- 
retary for  twelve  years,  and  for  ten  years  of  the  time  served  also  as  super- 
intendent of  the  grounds.  In  1868  he  helped  to  organize  the  Bryan  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  was  secretary  for  four  years.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  connected  with  various 
fraternal  orders,  including  the  Knights  of  Honor;  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which 
he  belongs  to  the  Cantonment,  the  highest  degree;  and  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar.  For  four  years  he  was  master 
in  Bryan  Lodge,  No.  215,  at  Bryan. 

In  1852  Mr.  Patterson  was  married  at  Marion,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Fulkerson,  and  six  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Cora,  married  Andrew 

J.  Obrist;  Adelaide,  married  Joseph  K.  Powell;  Medary  M.,  married  Miss 
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Cora  Mason ; Mary,  is  at  home;  Ida,  died  in  1859,  aged  four  and  one-half 
years;  and  Archie,  in  1882,  ag-ed  seven  months.  Medary  M.  Patterson  is 
a most  promising-  young  man,  well-known  in  business  circles,  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  social  orders. 


RICHARD  GAUDERN,  M.  D. 

For  forty-two  years  has  Doctor  Gaudern  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  and  he  has  also  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  this  region. 
He  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  July  26,  1832,  a son  of  Richard 
and  Abigail  (Stewart)  Gaudern,  the  former  a native  of  England,  where  he 
was  twice  married,  both  wives  dying  in  that  country  before  his  emigra- 
tion to  America. 

The  Gaudern  family  was  originally  from  France.  The  father,  with 
his  children,  came  to  the  New  World,  and  although  a lace  maker  by  trade 
he  was  here  employed  at  farm  work  by  Lord  Livingston.  In  1835  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  and  taking  great  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education  he  erected  the  first  frame  school  house  in  his  town- 
ship, in  that  county.  In  1840,  he  came  to  Williams  county,  locating  in 
Bridgewater  township,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  unimproved  land, 
which  he  converted  into  a well-improved  and  highly-cultivated  farm.  He 
became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  community,  served  as  township 
trustee,  was  one  of  the  early  Abolitionists,  and  was  a “conductor”  on  the 
“Underground  Railroad,”  assisting  many  a slave  on  his  way  to  Canada  and 
freedom.  After  coming  to  America  he  married  Abigail  Stewart  (mother  of 
our  subject),  a daughter  of  Solomon  W.  Stewart,  a distinguished  man  and 
noted  educator,  having  taught  for  forty  years  in  and  near  the  city  of 
Hudson,  New  York.  He  was  a native  of  Scotland,  belonging  to  a promi- 
nent family  of  that  country,  and  as  a British  soldier  he  came  to  America. 
He  was  captured  by  the  Colonial  troops,  and  afterward  became  a loyal 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  His  children  were:  John,  Solomon,  Phebe, 

Mary,  Abigail  and  Rachel.  The  doctor  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  five 
children,  the  others  being  William,  a farmer  of  Missouri;  Catherine,  wife 
of  Judge  Perkey;  Mrs.  Abigail  Champion;  and  Mrs.  Theodosia  Graves. 
The  father  died  in  1850,  the  mother  in  1872,  spending  her  last  years  with 
her  son,  the  doctor.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

During  his  childhood  Doctor  Gaudern  accompanied  his  parents  on 
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their  removal  to>  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1840  came  with  them  to 
Williams  county,  attending  the  common  schools  in  both  comities.  Al- 
though his  school  days  were  over  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  still  continued 
his  studies,  as  he  was  very  fond  of  books,  and  would  eagerly  read  all  that 
came  within  his  reach.  In  1851  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Doctor  Jonas  H.  Roe,  a highly-educated  physician,  and  in 
1852  and  1853  attended  medical  lectures  in  Cincinnati.  Returning  home 
he  began  practice  with  his  preceptor,  but  at  the  end  of  a year  removed  to 
Dansville,  New  York,  where  for  the  following  year  he  was  employed  as 
surgeon  at  the  Dansville  Model  Water  Cure.  In  1855  he  returned  to  Will- 
iams county,  and  the  following  year  opened  an  office  in  Pioneer,  when 
that  place  contained  but  one  store  and  only  a few  dwellings.  Giving  strict 
attention  to  his  business,  he  soon  built  up  a large  practice,  which  extended 
throughout  the  surrounding  country  into  Michigan  and  Indiana. 

In  the  summer  of  1861  Doctor  Gaudern  assisted  in  recruiting  soldiers 
for  the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  following  year  went  to'  the  field  as  surgeon; 
but  after  some  time  spent  in  active  service,  he  contracted  the  camp  fever 
and  was  compelled  to  return  home.  After  his  recovery  lie  recruited  an- 
other company  in  1863,  and  in  1864  was  commissioned  captain  in  the  Sixty- 
eighth  Battalion  Ohio  Volunteers,  reporting  for  duty  at  Camp  Chase,  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio.  After  being  mustered  into'  the  United  States  service  he 
proceeded  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  was  in  command  at  Fort  Willard  for 
two  weeks,  after  which  he  went  to-  Point  of  Rocks,  Virginia,  being  on  picket 
duty  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond  until  his  one-hundred-days’  en- 
listment had  expired. 

On  his  return  to  his  home  in  Pioneer,  Doctor  Gaudern  resumed  prac- 
tice, and  also'  became  interested  in  a number  of  business  enterprises,  in- 
vesting in  real  estate,  and  engaging  in  merchandising  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Perkey,  a minister,  who  served  as  chaplain  of  the  Sixty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  After  three  years  spent  in  mercantile  pursuits,  the 
Doctor  sold  out  and  entered  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York,  where 
he  graduated  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  since  1873  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  almost  exclusively  to  his  large  practice.  His  army  service  some- 
what disabled  him,  and  to-day  he  carries  on  only  an  office  practice,  his 
patrons  being  unwilling  that  he  should  retire  altogether.  He  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  village  where 
he  has  so  long  made  his  home,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  its  valued 
and  honored  citizens. 

In  1857  Doctor  Gaudern  married  Miss  Lucinda  Pennell,  daughter  of 
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Rev.  Abram  Pennell,  of  New  York  State,  who  was  for  fourteen  years  a 
Wesleyan  minister,  during  which  time  he  antagonized  the  “Millerites,”  and 
for  two-  weeks  engaged  in  debate  with  one  of  their  principal  preachers.  He 
afterward  became  converted  to  that  faith,  and  was  ordained  an  Adventist 
minister.  He  died  full  of  years  in  Honeoye,  Ontario*  county,  New  York. 

The  only  child  born  to  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  and  Mrs.  Gaudern,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  quite  prominent  in  society,  passed  away  in  September,  1862. 
In  the  following  year  Doctor  Gaudern  married  Miss  Lucia  R.  Pitts,  a 
schoolmate  and  associate  of  his  former  wife.  She  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  a daughter  of  Peter  Pitts,  an  influential  farmer  and  prominent  man, 
and  she  was  a cultured  and  refined  lady,  having  received  a collegiate  edu- 
cation. She  died  from  affection  of  the  brain  in  1870,  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Three  children  blessed  this  union:  Abigail  S., 

who  is  a graduate  of  the  Michigan  University — class  of  ’95  (scientific 
course):  Bessie,  an  under-graduate  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  College;  and  Ed- 
ward, also  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  who  also  studied 
law,  and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  at  Bryan,  Williams  county;  he  married 
Miss  Cora  Patten,  of  Plillsborough,  Ohio*,  a graduate  of  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University — class  of  ’96.  In  1874  Doctor  Gaudern  married  Mrs.  Alary  Jane 
Gross,  the  only  daughter  of  John  Kelly,  of  Irish  descent,  who  was  a 
prominent  woolen  manufacturer,  and  came  to  Williams  county  from  Huron 
county,  Ohio.  In  his  family  were  several  sons. 

Doctor  Gaudern  is  above  the  average  size,  being  over  six  feet  in  height 
and  of  an  athletic  build;  is  a man  of  pleasant  address,  is  well  posted  on  all 
standard  literary  works,  and  has  contributed  many  able  articles  to  leading 
papers  and  periodicals.  Politically  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  for  President;  he  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  first  Republican  Congressional  Convention  held  in  his  district, 
which  convention  nominated  General  James  AI.  Ashley  for  Congress  (1856), 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  County  and  State  Conventions  many  times  since. 
He  and  his  wife  and  children  are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  social  circles  occupy  influential  positions. 


JOHN  H.  AIETZ. 

The  present  township  clerk  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  J.  H. 
Metz,  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  who  have  taken  active 
part  in  promoting  the  substantial  improvement  and  material  development 
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of  this  section  of  the  county.  He  is  one  of  the  county’s  native  sons,  and  is 
a representative  of  one  of  her  highly  respected  families. 

David  and  Sarah  Ann  (Schwartzel)  Metz,  parents  of  our  subject,  and 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  respectively,  were  married  in  Defiance 
county  and  located  in  Adams  township,  where  they  still  continue  to  reside. 
In  their  family  are  eight  children— four  sons  and  four  daughters — our  sub- 
ject being  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

In  Adams  township,  John  H.  Metz  was  born  May  II,  1858,  and  was 
there  reared,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  local- 
ity. He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  after  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, aiding  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  In  Henry  county,  Ohio, 
August  19,  1880,  Mr.  Metz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Tittle, 
a native  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  and  a daughter  of  the  late 
James  and  Sarah  Tittle.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Metz  lived  in  Napoleon, 
Ohio,  for  several  months,  being  engaged  in  running  an  engine,  and  while 
there  his  wife  died  July  7,  1881.  Soon  after  this  sad  event  he  returned 
to  Adams  township,  and  later  removed  to  Stryker,  Ohio,  where  he  operated 
an  engine  in  a sawmill  for  one  year.  He  was  next  employed  on  a stock 
farm  in  Lake  county,  Indiana,  for  seven  months,  and  then  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Adams  township,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  most  gratifying  results. 

In  Henry  county,  October  18,  1885,  Mr.  Metz  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Charlotte  Hurford,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
August  21,  1867,  a daughter  of  the  late  William  and  Mehitable  Hurford. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  Vera  L.,  Carl  B.,  Sarah 
A.  M.,  and  Nora  L.  Mr.  Metz  has  always  taken  a leading  and  prominent 
part  in  local  political  affairs,  and  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled 
the  offices  of  township  clerk  of  Adams  township,  and  school  director.  He 
believes  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  and  cheerfully  gives  his  support  to 
all  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  educational 
or  material  welfare  of  his  community.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has 
made  him  quite  popular,  and  as  a public-spirited,  enterprising  man  he  is 
recognized  as  a valued  citizen  of  Adams  township. 


WILLIAM  PRICE. 

The  fertile  soil  of  this  section  has  attracted  an  enterprising  class  of 
agriculturists,  among  whom  a high  type  of  citizenship  prevails.  The  subject 
of  this  biography,  a wealthy  resident  of  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county, 
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settled  in  that  locality  in  April,  1845,  ant*  by  industry  and  good  management 
has  accumulated  a handsome  property,  being  the  owner  of  three  amongst  the 
best  farms  in  the  county. 

Born  August  9,  1820,  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Price  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Will)  Price,  both  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Our  subject,  who  is  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  eleven  children — five  sons  and  six  daughters — was  about  three  years 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  Ohio  with  their  family,  which  then  consisted  of 
six  children.  The  father,  who  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  also  a farmer, 
his  sons  doing  the  farming,  purchased  land  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  Stark 
county,  where  he  remained  eight  years,  and  then,  selling  out,  removed  to 
Wayne  county,  and  spent  two  years  there.  The  lands  in  Hancock  county 
being  disposed  of  by  the  government  at  that  time,  he  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  secure  a tract  for  a homestead,  where  his  remaining  years  were 
passed.  He  died  December  26,  1869,  aged  seventy-nine  years  and  eleven 
months,  and  his  estimable  wife  breathed  her  last  March  12,  1870,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  When  he  came  to  Ohio  his  farm  “stock”  consisted  of 
a blind  mare,  and  when  he  settled  he  had  just  twenty-five  cents  cash  capital. 

Mr.  Price,  our  subject,  remained  at  the  old  homestead  in  Hancock  county 
until  1845,  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  farm  management.  On 
removing  to  Defiance  county  in  April  of  that  year,  he  settled  on  eighty  acres 
in  Section  28,  but  disposing  of  that  he  in  1852  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Section  10.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Section  3,  where  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  and  a half  acres,  and  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  and  fifty-three  one  hundredths  acres  in  all.  As  a citizen  he  is  public- 
spirited,  taking  an  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  influential  workers  in  the  local  Democratic 
organization.  At  times  he  has  held  office  in  the  township,  having  served  six 
years  as  clerk,  one  year  as  assessor,  and  one  year  as  land  appraiser.  Socially, 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

On  Mav  28,  1846,  Mr.  Price  was  married  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance 
county,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Thorp,  who  was  born  May  13,  1825,  a daughter 
of  Isaac  L.  and  Hannah  (Evert)  Thorp,  well-known  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
township,  having  located  there  in  1836  on  removing  from  their  early  home 
in  Wayne  county.  Of  the  ten  children  of  this  marriage  only  two  are  now 
living:  Sarah  Ellen  (wife  of  Josiah  B.  Miller),  and  Rachel  (wife  of  Forest 
O.  Hutchins)  ; the  others  were  Orley  E.,  Joseph  E.,  Mary,  Laura  J.,  Orpha 
I.,  John  H.,  Lambertha  A.  (Mrs.  Jonas  Fullmer),  and  Virgil  T.  The  mother 


196  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 

of  this  family  died  August  31,  1878,  in  Farmer  township,  and  on  May  20, 
1880,  Mr.  Price  was  married  to  Mrs.  Fannie  (Sweet)  Wolford,  who  was  born 
June  24,  1835,  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  a daughter  of  Thomas  J. 
and  Ormanda  (Bowker)  Street.  Her  first  husband,  Emanuel  Wolford,  died 
in  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  October  10,  1872,  leaving  four  children  : 
Frank  W. ; Carrie  E.  (Mrs.  H.  M.  Wolt)  ; Ida  O.  (who  married  George 
Beerbower,  and  died  in  Farmer  township,  September  4,  1882),  and  Effie  L. 
(who  did  not  long  survive  her  father,  her  death  occurring  November  13,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  five  years).  Mr.  Price  started  in  life  with  nothing  save  good 
health,  courage  and  indomitable  perseverance,  all  he  now  owns  being  the 
result  of  his  own  unaided  efforts. 


JAMES  E.  COULTER. 

Mr.  Coulter,  who  is  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Coulter  & Kerr,  and 
the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  “Hicksville  Independent,”  is  descended  from 
a family  of  remote  Scottish  birth,  the  early  ancestors  having  been  natives  of  the 
rugged  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  family  name  who  came  to  America  was  William 
Coulter,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  emi- 
grated here  between  1730  and  1740,  and  settled  in  New  Jersey. 

Samuel  Coulter,  his  son,  was  well  advanced  in  manhood  when  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  first  located  in  the  western  part  of  New  York,  but  after- 
ward moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  made  his  home  near  Washington  in  that 
State.  He  was  a connection  of  Colonel  Washington  Coulter,  of  Revolutionary 
fame. 

William  Coulter,  son  of  Samuel,  was  a resident  of  Allegheny  countv, 
Pennsylvania,  for  a long  time,  but  passed  his  later  years  in  Armstrong  county, 
that  State,  residing  near  Elderton,  where  he  closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage. 
Interested  in  and  active  for  the  public  good  during  his  residence  there,  he 
became  a prominent  citizen,  and  was  held  in  appreciation  and  esteem.  He 
served  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  was  elevated  to  other  prominent  positions. 

John  Coulter,  his  son,  was  born  in  Armstrong  county,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood there.  In  1843  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  at  New  Rumley,  Harrison 
county,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Tomlinson,  who  bore  him  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  William,  one  of  the  sons,  served  his  country  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  John  Coulter  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  In  the  spring 
of  1854  the  family  removed  to  this  county,  and  located  on  a farm  just  north 
of  the  present  village  of  Hicksville.  Here  Mr.  Coulter  became  a prominent 
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and  influential  farmer,  and  in  connection  with  his  agricultural  interests  gave 
continuous  attention  to  his  business  as  house  builder  and  contractor.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
served  his  township  in  the  office  of  trustee  and  in  other  incumbencies.  Socially, 
he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  passed  from  earth  in  1889 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  Mrs.  Coulter  preceded  him  several  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  1867.  She  was  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

James  E.  Coulter,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Tomlinson)  Coulter,  and  who 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  August  15,  1846,  at  New  Rumley, 
where  the  earliest  years  of  his  childhood  were  passed.  When  a lad  of  eight 
years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Hicksville,  and  he 
thinks  it  would  require  but  little  reflection  to  enable  him  to  name  every 
family  residing  there  at  that  time.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Some  part  of  his  time  he  attended  the  district 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  a pupil  of  Newville  Academy, 
where  he  studied  two  terms.  After  continuing  his  studies  five  terms  at 
Maumee  Academy,  which  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodists,  and  called 
Central  Ohio  Conference  Seminary,  he  entered  Baldwin  University,  where 
he  remained  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon  university  life  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  his  condition  being  such 
as  to  cause  his  disease  to  be  pronounced  consumption,  he  returned  home  with 
no  hope  of  recovery.  While  an  invalid  there,  his  literary  tastes  led  him  to 
turn  his  attention  to  reading  law,  which  he  took  up  in  December,  1872,  and  his 
health  enabling  him  to  complete  a course  of  study  in  it,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1876,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Hicks- 
ville. He  has  achieved  a reputation  as  a lawyer,  which  has  secured  for  him 
a merited  place  in  the  confidence  of  the  community,  and  has  enabled  him  to 
hold  a large  part  of  the  legal  practice  of  the  village  known  as  West  End,  of 
Defiance  county.  His  law  partner,  Joseph  Kerr,  is  an  old  schoolmate. 

In  connection  with  his  professional  labors,  Mr.  Coulter  for  the  past  six 
years  has  been  editor  and  proprietor  of  “The  Hicksville  Independent;’  con- 
ducting the  paper  on  avowed  Republican  lines  ; and  under  his  able  management 
it  has  been  increased  in  size  and  circulation  more  than  one-third.  He  has 
always  been  a firm  Republican,  and  was  almost  a pioneer  in  advocating  an 
absolute  gold  standard.  He  has  made  his  paper  a strong  and  forcible  exponent 
of  his  sound  logic  on  this  leading  issue.  In  county  and  State  politics,  also, 
he  has  been  an  active  worker ; was  a member  of  the  Republican  Central  Com- 
mittee eight  years,  and  has  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  State,  Congressional 
and  Judicial  conventions.  He  has  been  honored  with  the  office  of  mayor  twelve 
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years,  receiving  the  election  ten  consecutive  years,  and  the  appreciation  of 
his  worth  in  education  matters  has  been  attested  by  his  election  to  the  school 
board  six  years,  all  of  which  time  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  board. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

In  1875  Mr.  Coulter  formed  a matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Viola 
Johnson,  and  their  family  consists  of  the  following  children:  Mary  M.,  M. 
Ethel,  Stella  J.,  Washburn,  John  R.,  James  Earl,  Audrey  B.,  and  Mina. 


JOSEPH  DOWELL  KERR. 

Mr.  Kerr  is  a well-known  attorney,  and  the  firm  of  Coulter  & Kerr,  of 
which  he  is  a member,  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  Mr.  Kerr  had 
gained  a high  reputation  as  a business  man  before  he  studied  law,  and  the 
experience  thus  acquired  has  been  of  great  benefit  in  the  practical  work  of  his 
profession. 

The  Kerr  family  (who  pronounce  their  name  as  if  spelled  Carr)  origi- 
nated in  Ireland,  whence  Joseph  Kerr  (our  subject’s  grandfather),  accom- 
panied by  his  brother,  Robert,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1812,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  their  remaining  days  were 
passed.  Joseph  Kerr,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  September  10,  1820,  at 
Honeybrook,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a sketch  of  his  life  will  be 
found  in  that  of  Robert  F.  Kerr  elsewhere. 

Joseph  D.  Kerr,  our  subject,  was  born  August  2,  1846,  in  Middletown, 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1857  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Hicksville, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  for  a time.  O11  completing  the  course 
of  study  offered  there,  he  attended  the  normal  schools  at  Williams  Center  for 
two  terms,  and  then  taught  school  at  Hicksville  and  vicinity  for  three  or  four 
terms.  During  the  Civil  war  he  wished  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  but  his 
parents  objected  on  account  of  his  youth.  In  1867  he  went  to  Lagrange, 
Indiana,  where  he  conducted  a flourmill  for  six  years;  in  1873,  however, 
he  returned  to  Hicksville  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  agricultural  imple- 
ment handles,  being  the  leading  spirit  in  the  organization  of  the  firm  of  Kerr 
Brothers  & Co.,  which  became  one  of  the  largest  business  concerns  in  that 
locality,  employing  about  fifty  hands  during  the  busy  season.  Mr.  Kerr 
remained  at  the  head  of  the  firm  for  ten  years,  but  in  1883  he  sold  his  interest 
and  began  preparation  for  his  profession,  entering  the  Union  College  of  Law 
at  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  took  the  full  course  of  two  years  in  that  institution, 
and  on  graduating  on  June  12,  1884,  he  returned  to  Hicksville,  where  he  was 
soon  afterward  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  For  a year  his 
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time  was  occupied  with  the  duties  of  that  position  and  the  care  of  his  farm  near 
the  village,  but  in  1885  he  established  himself  in  practice  at  Hicksville,  where  he 
has  ever  since  continued  successfully,  making  collecting  a specialty.  In  1889 
he  formed  his  present  partnership  with  James  E.  Coulter.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  town,  and  at  different  times  has  been  chosen 
to  office,  having  served  as  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  member  of  the 
village  council,  and  in  other  positions  of  responsibility.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  having  been  connected 
with  that  church  for  thirty  years.  During  this  period  he  has  been  a leader 
in  the  work  of  the  society,  and  he  served  as  recording  steward  for  eight  years, 
and  trustee  for  a number  of  terms. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  married  at  Hicksville  to  Miss  Flora  A.  Culler,  a native 
of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  William  T.  and  Mary  C. 
(Cook)  Culler,  formerly  of  Columbiana  county,  but  now  residents  of  Hicks- 
ville. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  have  two  children,  Paul  Bentley,  and  DeWitt 
Culler. 


THOMAS  L.  KARR. 

This  well-known  resident  of  Defiance,  has  been  for  many  years  identi- 
fied prominently  with  agricultural  interests  in  this  section,  and  although  he 
has  now  retired  from  active  work  he  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres 
of  land  upon  which  he  has  made  valuable  improvements. 

Mr.  Karr  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  having  been  born  in  Coshoc- 
ton county,  April  26,  1833.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Irish  descent, 
his  grandfather,  John  Karr,  who  died  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  having 
come  from  Ireland.  John  W.  Karr,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  November,  1803,  and  died  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Maria  Gillespie,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  Novem- 
ber, 1808,  and  passed  from  life  in  Coshocton  county,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-five.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children — three 
sons  and  four  daughters — and  was  the  third  child  and  eldest  son. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Karr  had  the  advantage  of  a country  life,  seventeen 
years  being  spent  upon  a farm  in  his  native  county.  He  then  left  home  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  going  to  Guernsey  county  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  carriage-makers’  trade.  This  business  he  followed 
for  about  six  years,  but  afterward  engaged  in  farming  in  Coshocton  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1880,  with  the  exception  of  a period  of  military 
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service.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Coshocton  county  in  the  State  militia,  and 
in  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  for  one  hundred  days,  serving  four 
months.  In  1880  he  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  located  in  Defiance 
township,  where  he  continued  his  agricultural  operations  with  marked  suc- 
cess, and  was  also  engaged  profitably  in  stock  raising.  In  April,  1895,  he 
removed  to  the  city  of  Defiance,  where  he  has  since  resided.  A man  of 
much  intelligence  and  public  spirit,  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  matters  that 
relate  to  the  general  welfare,  and  he  has  held  a number  of  township  offices. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  religious  work,  as  he  and  his  wife  are  leading 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Defiance.  Socially  he 
is  affiliated  with  Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R. 

On  March  18,  1856,  Mr.  Karr  was  married  in  Coshocton  county,  to 
Miss  Zipporah  Elliott,  who  was  born  in  that  county  July  18,  1834,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  C.  and  Margaret  (Moorhead)  Elliott.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  her  mother  in  Virginia,  and  both  died  some  years  ago  in 
Coshocton  county.  They  had  three  children — one  son  and  two  daughters. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karr  have  a pleasant  family  of  six  children,  their  names  being 
as  follows:  John  IT.,  Guy  E.,  Tommy  E.,  Melissa  J.  (wife  of  W.  L.  John- 

son), Ray  G.,  and  Dora  B. 


KIDDER  V.  HAYMAKER. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  prominent  arid  substantial  business  men  of 
Defiance.  In  fact,  his  extensive  operations  in  various  lines  have  made  him 
well  known  throughout  the  State  of  Ohio,  his  able  service  in  connection 
with  the  State  Insurance  Department  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  winning  him  a 
wide  reputation.  Wherever  he  is  known  he  is  recognized  as  a man  of  in- 
tegrity, his  rare  abilities  as  a manager  of  large  enterprises  being  combined 
with  high  sense  of  honor. 

Mr.  Haymaker  was  born  February  14,  1856,  in  Noble  township,  De- 
fiance county,  and  is  a descendant  of  an  old  English  family,  this  branch 
having,  however,  been  established  in  America  at  a very  early  period.  His 
ancestors  first  located  in  Virginia,  and  later  we  find  the  family  settled  at 
Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  then  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  from  which 
point  they  made  their  way  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  with  the  advance 
of  civilization.  The  various  members  have  always  held  honorable  sta- 
tions in  life;  a great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Haymaker  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  granted  a large  tract  of  land  in  recognition  of 
his  services. 
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Judge  William  D.  Haymaker,  our  subject’s  father,  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Defiance  county  in  his  day.  He  owned  a farm  in  Noble  town- 
ship, near  Brunersburg,  where  he  also  conducted  a sawmill  and  a mercan- 
tile business.  His  influence  in  public  affairs  was  marked,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  that 
locality,  having  previously  been  a Whig.  In  1858  he  was  elected  to-  the 
State  Legislature,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1859  before  his  term  was  com- 
pleted. Under  the  old  constitution  he  served  five  years  as  associate  judge 
of  the  county.  By  his  first  wife,  Mary  (Blackman),  he  had  two  children, 
Adelia  and  Anna.  His  second  wife,  Almira  (Braucher),  had  one  son,  Will- 
iam A.,  who  died  in  1875.  By  a third  marriage,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  R.  Hil- 
ton, nee  McMaken,  there  were  three  children:  Kidder  V.,  our  subject; 

Carrie  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Haymaker  departed  this  life  August  23,  1898,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  Two  children  by  her  first  marriage  also  survive,  viz. : 
Maria  L.  and  Eber  E. 

K.  V.  Haymaker  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Defiance  county,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  teaching  near  his  home.  This  occupation  prov- 
ing congenial,  he  continued  it  for  ten  years  principally  in  Defiance  county. 
During  this  time  he  read  law  with  Hill,  Myers  & Cameron,  of  Defiance,  and 
Thomas  O.  Lowe,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  with  this  preparation  he  entered 
the  Cincinnati  Law  School  in  the  fall  of  1880.  On  graduating  in  May, 
1881,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  before  the  supreme  court  at  Columbus, 
his  professional  work  being  begun  soon  afterward  at  Defiance,  in  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Winn.  Three  years  later  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  a new 
partnership  was  formed  with  N.  G.  Johnson,  this  continuing  until  1889. 
In  1888  Mr.  Haymaker  became  interested  in  the  Defiance  Home  Saving 
& Loan  Association,  of  which  he  was  chosen  secretary  and  manager,  and 
for  five  years  he  conducted  the  business  with  great  success,  assets  to  the 
value  of  a quarter  of  million  dollars  being  accumulated.  In  1893  he  was 
appointed  by  AVilliam  M.  Hahn  to>  the  office  of  deputy  inspector  of  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  for  Ohio,  and  this  position  he  held  for  one  year. 
On  May  1,  1894,  he  accepted  the  post  of  secretary  of  the  Security  Building 
& Loan  Co.,  at  Defiance,  which  he  organized  and  established  on  a sound 
and  profitable  basis.  In  1895  he  organized  the  Northwestern  Telephone 
Co.,  at  Defiance,  of  which  he  is  now  president.  It  is  a successful  venture 
with  three  hundred  subscribers,  the  plant  having  cost  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  is  also  president  of  the  Northwestern  Toll  Line  Co.,  which  in 
November,  1896,  completed  a telephone  toll  line  from  Defiance  to  Toledo 
at  a cost  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 
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In  October,  1881,  Mr.  Haymaker  was  married  to  Miss  Eugenia  M. 
Knight,  of  Farmers  Center,  Defiance  county,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Har- 
riet (Firestone)  Knight.  One  daughter,  Mildred,  has  blessed  this  union. 

Mr.  Haymaker  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  politics,  having  be- 
gun to  make  campaign  speeches  for  the  Republican  party  before  he  was 
old  enough  to  vote.  He  is  an  eloquent  and  effective  speaker,  and  has  been 
called  upon  in  every  campaign  since  to  present  the  principles  of  the  party 
from  the  stump.  For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  County  Central  and 
the  County  Executive  Committees,  and  for  some  time  he  served  either  as 
chairman  or  secretary  of  the  latter.  In  1892  he  was  one  of  the  alternate 
delegates  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at  Minneapolis.  He  is 
a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  PM 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  in  which  he  is  high  chief  ranger  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  past  master  of  Tuendawi  Lodge, 
No.  195,  at  Defiance.  The  name  of  this  lodge  is  an  Indian  word  signifying 
“meeting  of  the  waters.” 

THOMAS  CATO  KINMONT,  M.  D. 

The  First  Mayor  of  Hicksville. 

The  Kinmont  family  originated  in  Scotland,  the  ancestral  home  being 
near  Montrose,  and  its  members  for  several  generations  have  been  noted  as 
scientists  and  educators. 

William  Kinmont,  the  grandfather  of  the  well-known  physician  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch,  was  a man  of  quiet  tastes,  and  passed  his  life  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  near  Montrose,  Scotland,  where  he  died  in  1808.  His  wife 
was  a descendant  of  the  royal  line  of  Stuarts,  which  so  long  occupied  the 
throne  of  Scotland,  and  later  furnished  rulers  to  the  United  Kingdom.  This 
worthy  couple  had  four  children — Jock,  Jane,  William,  and  Alexander.  Until 
the  death  of  the  father  the  three  sons  attended  school  at  Montrose,  their 
instructor  being  a clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  while  there  they 
secured  the  equivalent  of  a common-school  education. 

Alexander  met  with  an  accident  during  boyhood,  his  arm  being  torn  off 
in  a threshing  machine,  and  as  he  was  thus  incapitated  for  any  ordinary  labor 
he  was  given  a thorough  education,  notwithstanding  the  early  death  of  his 
father.  He  pursued  a course  of  study  at  Christ  Church,  London,  and  later 
became  eminent  for  his  scholastic  attainments,  and  for  his  ability  as  a writer 
and  thinker.  In  1823  he  came  to  America  and  located  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  established  the  Kinmont  Academy,  one  of  the  first  schools  in  that 
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city.  This  enterprise  proved  successful  from  the  start,  the  school  becoming 
deservedly  popular,  and  while  winning-  a high  reputation  as  an  educator  he 
also  gained  fame  as  a writer  on  scientific  and  religious  subjects,  being  the 
author  of  “The  History  of  Man,”  and  a contributor  to  various  magazines. 
For  many  years  he  was  a minister  of  the  Swedenborgian  Church  at  Cincin- 
nati, and  he  was  called  upon  to  act  as  interpreter  in  the  famous  debate  between 
Alexander  Campbell  (founder  of  the  Christian  Church)  and  other  eminent 
men  on  doctrinal  points. 

William  Kinmont,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  near  Montrose, 
Scotland,  February  2,  1796,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  show  remarkable 
ability  and  force  of  character.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  became 
private  secretary  to  a wealthy  farmer,  and  although  lie  was  at  the  time  only 
twelve  years  old  he  was  entrusted  with  all  the  accounts  and  banking  business 
of  his  employer.  He  retained  the  position  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen, 
in  the  meantime  acquiring  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  French  language,  and 
then  he  went  to  London  in  search  of  wider  opportunities.  He  carried  a letter 
of  introduction  and  recommendation  to  a banker  of  that  city,  who  introduced 
him  to  General  Kenega,  by  whom  he  was  immediately  engaged  as  a traveling 
companion  and  interpreter  for  an  extended  tour  on  the  continent.  On  his 
return  to  London  at  the  close  of  this  engagement  he  called  upon  the  banker, 
who  employed  him  as  a traveling  companion  for  his  two  sisters,  as  they  were 
desirous  of  finding  a competent  interpreter  and  business  manager  for  a journey 
through  Europe  and  other  lands,  where  the  customs  and  regulations,  especially 
as  to  passports,  might  otherwise  prove  annoying  to  them ; and  this  engage- 
ment Mr.  Kinmont  also  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  As  may  be  supposed  these  trips  were  in  themselves  a liberal  educa- 
tion, as  he  gained  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  language,  manners  and  habits 
of  the  people  in  the  countries  visited,  and  after  his  return  from  the  journey 
with  the  ladies  mentioned,  he  was  employed  as  “esquire”  to  young  Lord 
Manvers,  to  again  make  the  tour  of  the  continent,  and  to  visit  all  the  points 
of  interest  in  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  there  being  no  city  or 
town  of  any  importance  that  he  had  not  a knowledge  of.  It  should  be  noted 
that  it  required  not  only  a thorough  education  and  trustworthy  character  to 
enable  one  to  secure  such  a situation,  but  the  applicant  must  have  social  stand- 
ing and  be  related  to  the  nobility,  Mr.  Kinmont’ s descent  from  the  Stuart  family 
being  doubtless  taken  into  account  by  Lord  Manvers. 

At  the  termination  of  the  trip  Mr.  Kinmont  had  some  difficulty  in 
effecting  a settlement  with  the  old  Lord  Manvers,  and  having  become  anxiorrs 
to  secure  for  himself  and  his  children  the  benefits  of  a life  under  a free  republi- 
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can  government,  he  determined  to  make  his  home  in  America.  For  some  time 
after  his  arrival  he  resided  upon  a farm  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  but  finding 
agricultural  pursuits  unsatisfactory  he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  and  later  to 
Cincinnati,  where  he  was  connected  with  Ins  brother  s academy  for  five  years 
as  professor  of  languages.  He  afterward  resided  for  a time  in  Champaign 
and  Crawford  counties,  Ohio,  where  he  combined  farming  with  teaching,  and 
in  1848  he  located  in  Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county,  and  cleared  a tract 
of  land  for  a permanent  home.  His  wife,  Nancy  (Pope),  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Richland  county  about  1826,  died  December  13,  1881,  and  he 
survived  her  only  a few  years,  his  death  occurring  July  2,  1889.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Swedenborgian  Church,  but  his  wife  was  a Baptist  in  faith. 
Their  children  were  Alexander,  Amanda,  Thomas  Cato,  Lucy,  Charles,  Wil- 
liam, Elizabeth,  Nancy,  and  Anna  A. 

Doctor  Thomas  C.  Ivinmont,  who  has  been  for  a number  of  years  a leading 
physician  and  surgeon  at  Hicksville,  was  born  October  8,  1832,  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  During  boyhood  he  not  only  attended  the  common  schools  near  his 
home,  but  he  received  valuable  instruction  in  various  branches  from  his  father. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  secured  employment  at  farming,  and  while  thus 
engaged  he  studied  for  two  terms  in  the  academy  at  Newville,  Indiana,  in 
1 856-57.  In  November,  ‘ 1857,  he  went  to  Kansas,  visiting  Lawrence  and 
Leavenworth,  and  later  pre-empting  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Anderson  county.  In  that  State  he  remained  about  two  years,  being  engaged 
during  much  of  this  time  as  foreman  on  a farm  one  mile  from  Lawrence,  and 
in  carpentering.  In  i860  he  returned  to  Defiance  county,  and  built  his  father 
a residence  upon  the  old  homestead. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his 
services  to  the  government,  enlisting  in  April,  1861,  in  Company  K,  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three  months.  At  the  end  of  his  term  he 
came  back  home  and  spent  some  time  in  building  a barn  for  his  father,  but 
on  September  20th  of  the  same  year  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  F, 
Forty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three  years.  At  the  election 
of  officers  by  his  company  he  was  chosen  second  lieutenant,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  military  affairs  and  movements  enabled  him  to  work  effectively  in 
drilling  the  men  for  service.  On  March  26,  1862,  he  was  mustered  in  as 
captain,  and  was  paid  as  such  to  date  of  discharge,  February  25,  1863.  At 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  he  took  command  of  the  company  in  the  after- 
noon, and  continued  the  fight  until  night,  which  was  spent  under  arms  in  the 
cold  and  snow.  The  morning  found  them  ready  to  go  on  with  the  struggle, 
but  at  9 a.  m.  the  Rebels  displayed  the  white  flag  in  token  of  willingness  to 
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surrender.  The  Doctor’s  company  was  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  and  several 
of  its  men  were  detailed  by  him  to  remove  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses 
out  of  the  way  of  the  Union  troops.  Inside  the  fort  were  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  armed  men  drawn  up  in  line  as  prisoners,  and  the  task  of  disarming 
them  fell  to  the  Doctor’s  men,  who  accomplished  it  by  taking  the  arms  from 
one  company  at  a time,  the  disarmed  men  then  marching  out,  when  they  were 
placed  aboard  a steamer  to  be  transported  to  prison. 

When  the  evacuation  of  the  fort  was  completed,  the  victorious  forces 
were  ordered  to  camp,  and  at  midnight  they  started  in  a heavy  rain  on  a march 
to  Fort  Henry,  where  they  remained  in  camp  until  one  week  before  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  in  which  they  took  a notable  part.  At  9 a.  m.  April  6,  1862,  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  still  in  command  of  Company  F,  formed  his  men  in  line,  and 
they  were  immediately  engaged  in  a desperate  conflict  with  some  Texan  troops, 
on  that  part  of  the  field  being  known  in  history  as  “the  hornet’s  nest.”  At 
that  location  they  remained  until  12  M.,  when  they  were  ordered  to  take  a 
position  eighty  rods  to  the  left,  where  they  were  attacked  by  a heavy  artillery 
fire.  At  4 p.  m.  the  line  was  ordered  to  advance,  but  the  men  wavered,  and 
the  Doctor,  rushing  to  the  front,  called  out,  “Come  on,  boys!”  and  led  them 
forward.  He  had  gone  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  when  a Minie  ball  struck 
him  in  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  inflicting  a terrible  wound.  He  did  not 
fall,  as  two  of  his  men  caught  him  and  carried  him,  under  a fierce  fire,  to  an 
ambulance  half  a mile  away.  By  that  time  the  Union  line  was  falling  back, 
and  the  ambulance  was  driven  at  a gallop  over  logs  and  other  obstructions, 
for  about  two  miles,  two  men  holding  the  Doctor  down  that  he  might  not 
be  thrown  out.  After  a surgeon  had  dressed  his  wound  he  was  placed  for 
a time  in  a log  house  at  the  landing,  and  later  he  was  taken  on  board  a boat 
which  lay  at  the  wharf,  where  he  remained  until  the  Sunday  following. 

On  Thursday  of  that  eventful  week  he  had  been  visited  by  his  brother, 
Alexander,  who  was  also  wounded,  and  both  were  sent  to  a hospital  at  Evans- 
ville, Indiana,  where  the  Doctor  stayed  until  the  latter  part  of  May.  He 
then  secured  a room  in  a private  house  with  a stretcher  for  a bed,  and  called 
in  a physician  of  the  city  to  attend  him.  On  July  1 he  started  for  his  home, 
and  on  his  arrival  at  Antwerp,  on  July  2,  he  was  met  by  citizens  who  carried 
him  on  a stretcher  from  the  river  to  Hicksville,  a distance  of  six  miles.  A 
spring  wagon  then  conveyed  him  to  his  father  s house  at  State  Line,  where 
he  lay  under  the  care  of  Doctor  B.  M.  Rakestraw  until  February  I,  1863. 
The  bullet  had  splintered  the  bone,  fifteen  pieces  being  taken  from  the  wound, 
and  causing  three  and  three-fourths  inches  shortening  of  the  limb  and  a stiff 
knee  as  a reminder  of  his  experience.  During  his  convalescence  he  received 
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notice  of  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain,  his  commission  dating  from 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson.  As  he  grew  stronger  he  began  reading  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Rakestraw  at  home,  and  later  entered  his  office 
as  a student.  On  October  I,  1864,  he  was  enrolled  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and  in 
June,  1865,  he  went  by  way  of  Niagara  Falls  to  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  to 
take  a three-months’  course  in  the  medical  school  there.  In  October  of  that 
year  he  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  March,  1866,  he  was  graduated  from 
that  institution.  He  began  his  professional  work  at  Hicksville  in  partnership 
with  Doctor  Rakestraw;  but  after  one  year  he  engaged  in  practice  alone. 
With  the  exception  of  three  months  spent  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  1876,  he  has 
been  continuously  in  practice  at  Hicksville,  where  he  has  met  with  marked 
success.  His  practice  has  been  general  in  its  nature,  but  of  late  years  he  has 
devoted  especial  attention  to  surgery,  and  in  this  branch  he  stands  second  to 
none  in  this  section. 

In  1865  Doctor  Kinmont  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  C.  Albertson;  they 
have  had  no  children.  Socially  they  are  prominent,  and  the  Doctor  is  an 
active  member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which 
latter  organization  he  joined  in  1874,  and  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  elective 
offices  belonging  to  the  local  lodge,  serving  twelve  years  as  its  secretary.  He 
is  also  active  in  religious  work,  being  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Plicksville.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  was  the 
first  mayor  of  Hicksville,  and  president  of  the  Hicksville  Waterworks  Co., 
and  at  the  present  time  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners.  He 
is  surgeon  for  the  B.  & O.  R.  R.,  a member  of  the  County  Medical  Society 
and  of  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Association. 

Mrs.  Kinmont,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Abigail 
(Aten)  Albertson,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former  of  whom  was  of  Dutch 
descent,  his  grandfather  having  been  born  in  Holland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert- 
son moved  at  an  early  day  from  New  Jersey  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  also  in  later  life  conducted  a mercan- 
tile business  in  Hicksville,  dying  there  October  6,  1856.  His  wife  passed 
away  July  7,  1877.  Their  family  numbered  eight  children — one  son  and  seven 
daughters. 

Mrs.  Kinmont  was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Ohio,  in  1838,  where  she 
received  her  earlier  education,  afterward  attending  Newville  (Indiana)  Acad- 
emy. On  leaving  school,  she  taught  for  one  term  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  then  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  post  office  at  Hicksville,  she 
enjoying  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  lady  postmaster  at  that  place.  In 
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social  and  charitable  work  she  has  always  been  active,  and  for  four  years  she 
was  county  superintendent  of  Mercy  Department  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of 
Defiance  county.  Having  made  somewhat  of  a study  of  entomology,  Mrs. 
Kinmont  has  written  and  has  published  numerous  articles  on  that  and  other 
subjects. 


DWIGHT  S.  BABBITT,  M.  D. 

The  Babbitt  family  originated  in  Wales,  but  the  direct  ancestors  of 
our  subject,  who  is  a well-known  physician  of  Defiance,  came  to  America 
in  early  Colonial  times,  settling  in  New  England,  many  of  their  descendants 
being  still  found  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

Hon.  Snellem  Babbitt,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Savoy,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  as  a boy  of  sixteen 
witnessed  the  famous  “tea  party”  in  Boston  Harbor,  when  a cargo  of  tea 
was  thrown  overboard  by  a company  of  indignant  Americans.  He  was 
a man  of  prominence  in  his  day  and  locality,  serving  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years,  and  at  one  time  he  was  a member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature.  His  death  occurred  at  Savoy  in  1852,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years. 

Dr.  Snell  Babbitt,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  1786  in 
Hancock  township,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  he  resided  in  that  county,  in  the  town  of  Adams. 
He  was  also  prominent  as  a citizen,  while  as  a physician  he  held  a high 
reputation,  his  professional  advice  being  frequently  sought  by  physicians 
in  adjoining  States  as  well  as  in  his  own  immediate  vicinity.  He  married 
Jael  Edson,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children — six  boys  and  two  girls — and 
his  death  occurred  at  Adams  in  1853. 

Erasmus  Darwin  Babbitt,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  December  26, 
1810,  at  Hancock,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  the  eldest  in 
the  family.  He  was  married  December  26,  1830,  to  Miss  Rhobe  Mason, 
a native  of  Adams,  Massachusetts,  and  a descendant  of  an  old  Colonial 
family.  Her  father,  Nathan  Mason,  died  January  31,  1850,  at  that  place. 
For  about  four  years  after  his  marriage  Erasmus  Babbitt  followed  farming 
as  an  occupation,  and  for  twelve  years  he  acted  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Berk- 
shire county.  Although  he  was  of  slight  physique,  being  only  five  feet  ten 
inches  in  height,  he  possessed  indomitable  courage  and  successfully  met  all 
the  emergencies  of  that  office.  Later  he  conducted  a boot  and  shoe  store 
at  Adams,  but  on  July  20,  1852,  he  started  west  with  his  family,  arriving  six 
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days  afterward  at  Markesan,  Green  Lake  county,  Wisconsin,  at  six  o’clock 
in  the  evening.  He  purchased  a tract  of  farming-  land  in  Metomen  town- 
ship, Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  and  his  judicious  management  and 
scientific  improvement  of  the  place  made  it  the  model  farm  of  the  county. 
His  first  wife  died  there  on  June  13,  1877;  in  1879  he  sold  out  and  retired 
to  a residence  which  he  owned  at  Fox  Lake,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
later  he  removed  to  Bloomington,  Illinois,  where  he  now  resides  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven.  In  1879  he  married  a second  wife,  Nancy  Jane  Nurse,  who 
died  June  7,  1887,  and  on  September  15,  1890,  he  wedded  his  present  wife, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter.  He  had  four  sons,  all  by  his  first  marriage:  Erasmus 
D.,  Jr.;  Dwight  S.,  our  subject;  George  Dallas,  and  Nathan  Mason,  both 
deceased. 

Doctor  Babbitt  was  born  October  6,  1841,  at  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  After  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Wisconsin,  he  remained  upon  the  farm  for  some  years, 
attending  the  local  schools  in  winter,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
entered  Brockway  College,  at  Ripon,  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  one  year. 
In  June,  1863,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  an  uncle,  Doctor  Mason, 
of  Green  Lake,  Wisconsin,  but  his  work  was  soon  after  interrupted  by  his 
enlistment  in  the  Union  army.  On  November  17,  1863,  he  joined  Com- 
pany D,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  at  Ripon,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  on  active  duty,  being  detailed  during  a large 
portion  of  that  term  to  service  in  the  brigade  commissary  department.  He 
took  part  in  some  severe  fighting,  being  in  a number  of  skirmishes  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  his  first  important  engagement  was  the  battle  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain.  He  also  participated  in  Wilson’s  cavalry  raid  through  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  in  1865,  and  was  one  of  the  party  that  captured  Selma, 
Alabama,  and  West  Point,  Georgia,  both  places  being  taken  on  Sunday. 
Selma  was  a most  important  point,  large  quantities  of  war  material  being 
stored  there,  and  as  the  orders  given  to  the  raiders  were  to  destroy  every- 
thing that  could  possibly  benefit  the  Confederates,  they  were  obeyed  to  the 
letter,  the  losses  entailed  doubtless  having  a direct  effect  in  bringing  the 
Rebels  to  terms.  Millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  property  was  destroyed 
in  this  raid,  fifteen  railroad  locomotives  being  wrecked  in  one  day,  and  the 
cavalry  lived  “off  the  country”  during  the  entire  campaign.  On  May  13, 
1865,  the  Doctor  was  at  Macon,  Georgia,  and  saw  Jefferson  Davis,  with 
his  wife,  son,  daughter,  and  son-in-law,  delivered  as  prisoners  to  General 
George  H.  Wilson.  On  July  19,  1865,  our  subject  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  Edgefield,  Tennessee,  and  soon  afterward  he  returned  home,  the 
winters  of  1866  and  1867  being  spent  in  teaching  school. 
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In  June,  1867,  he  resumed  his  medical  studies,  and  in  the  followm,? 

- o 

January  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  where  he 
attended  lectures  for  two  winters,  while  his  vacations  were  devoted  to  pri- 
vate study.  On  graduating-  on  February  9,  1869,  lie  returned  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  in  October  of  that  year  he  located  in  Ripon,  where  he  practiced 
successfully  for  several  years.  On  February  26,  1873,  he  entered  upon  a 
partnership  with  Doctor  E.  B.  Bracy,  at  Hicksville,  which  continued  until 
May,  1875,  and  from  that  time  until  December  8,  1885.  Doctor  Babbitt 
carried  on  his  practice  at  Hicksville  alone.  He  then  removed  to  Defiance, 
where  his  abilities  soon  secured  him  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  While 
he  does  much  general  professional  work,  he  makes  a specialty  of  the  diseases 
of  women  and  children,  and  in  all  lines  he  has  met  with  marked  success, 
being  both  resolute  and  capable. 

On  November  19,  1863,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta 
Buchholtz,  who  died  October  25,  1885,  and  on  February  2,  1890,  he  formed 
a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Henderson.  He 
has  had  three  children,  all  by  the  first  union:  Ira  Dallas,  born  at  Metomen, 
Wisconsin,  April  6,  1867;  Erasmus  Frederick,  born  at  Ripon,  Wisconsin, 
December  3,  1869;  and  Dwight  S.,  Jr.,  born  at  Ripon  February  25,  1872. 
The  family  reside  in  a pleasant  home  at  No.  509  First  street,  Defiance,  and 
is  prominent  in  social  life.  The  Doctor’s  office  address  is  No.  214J  Clinton 
street.  He  is  a member  of  several  fraternal  organizations,  including  the 
Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the  F.  and  A.  M.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian;  politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
Populist  party. 


JACOB  DICKMAN. 

One  of  the  most  intelligent  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Noble 
township  is  Mr.  Dickman,  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  He  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Defiance  county,  having  been  born  in  Tiffin  township,  August  5, 
1850. 

The  late  William  Dickman,  father  of  Jacob  Dickman,  was  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  October  2,  1810,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  early 
life  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  locating  in  the 
State  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  A.  Kanecamp,  also  a native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many. Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  came  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  a time,  and  in  1846  removed  to  Tiffin  township, 
Defiance  county,  continuing  to  live  there  until  called  to  their  final  rest,  the 
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mother  dying  in  1872,  the  father  on  November  2,  1892.  Wherever  known 
they  were  held  in  high  esteem. 

In  their  family  of  eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters — Jacob 
Dickman  was  the  youngest.  Upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Tiffin  township  he 
grew  to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  every  department  of  farm 
work,  and  acquiring  a good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  For  six  winters  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching,  but 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  active  business  life  his  attention  has  been 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  After  his  marriage  he  located  upon  his  present 
fine  farm  of  seventy-three  and  one-half  acres  in  Noble  township,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  buildings. 

In  Mark  township,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Dickman  was  married  Sep- 
tember 7,  1871,  to  Miss  Susie  Smith,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  October 
17,  1851.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  them,  seven  are  still  living,  namely: 
Nellie  (now  the  wife  of  Charles  Fortney),  Alta  (wife  of  A.  L.  Overly), 
Joseph  Clay,  Lulu,  Jacob  Ray,  Blaine,  and  May.  Those  deceased  are:  Minnie 
C.,  Susie  I.,  and  Fay. 

Mr.  Dickman  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  local  political 
affairs.  He  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Orphans’ 
Home  in  Defiance  county.  In  the  United  Brethren  Church  he  holds  member- 
ship, and  takes  an  active  part  in  all  church  work.  As  a business  man  he  has 
met  with  success,  and  in  connection  with  his  farming  operations  he  is  making 
a specialty  of  bee  culture,  having  upon  his  place  a fine  apiary,  and  he  has  taken 
over  ten  thousand  pounds  of  honey  in  a single  year.  Mr.  Dickman’s  articles 
on  Bee  Culture  have  appeared  in  the  “American  Bee  Journal,”  “American 
Apiculturist,”  “Ohio  Farmer,”  and  “American  Agriculturist.” 


FRANCIS  NEWELL  HORTON. 

The  blood  that  tinges  the  veins  of  this  honored  business  man — farmer, 
public  official,  and  banker — and  prominent  citizen  of  Hicksville,  is  derived 
from  English  sources.  The  first  of  the  family  in  a direct  line  to  our  subject, 
to  come  to  America,  was  Barnabas  Horton  of  England,  who  settled  in  Southold, 
Long  Island,  New  York,  in  1640.  Caleb  Horton  was  a son  of  Barnabas  Hor- 
ton: David  Horton  was  a son  of  Caleb  Horton;  John  Horton  (1),  of  Wood- 
bridge,  Connecticut,  was  a son  of  David  Horton;  John  Horton  (2)  was  the 
only  son  of  John  Horton  ( 1 ) ; and  Calvin  Horton  was  a son  of  John  Horton 
(2),  who  was  great-grandfather  in  direct  line  to  our  subject.  Enoch  Horton 
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was  a son  of  Calvin  Horton,  and  grandfather  to  our  subject;  Calvin  Horton 
was  a son  of  Enoch  Horton,  and  father  of  our  subject.  Francis  N.  Horton 
(our  subject)  was  one  of  four  children  of  Calvin  Horton — Francis  N.,  Samuel 
E.  S.,  Keren  H.,  and  John  C.  Horton. 

Enoch  Horton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  or  near 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  whence,  when  along  in  years,  he  moved  to  Coventry, 
New  York,  and  followed  farming.  This  vicinity  was  the  family  home  for 
some  years,  during  which  time  he  made  a prospecting  tour  to  northwestern 
Ohio,  and  also  visited  his  daughter,  then  the  wife  of  Israel  Stoddard,  in  what 
is  now  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county;  while  on  this  trip  he  was  taken 
sick  and  died  of  fever  at  or  near  Denmark,  on  the  Saint  Jo  river;  his  wife  died 
at  the  homestead  near  Coventry,  New  York.  They  had  a family  of  five 
daughters  and  six  sons,  and  of  these  was  a son  named  Calvin,  who  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Calvin  Horton  was  born  November  1 8,  1808,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  a machinist.  He  was  married  to  Dorcas  Newell,  and 
moved  West  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
located  at  ETrbana,  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  in  1835.  where  he  followed  his 
trade  until  1842.  At  this  time,  having  made  arrangements  to  enter  partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  Israel  Stoddard,  in  the  erection  of  a woolen-mill 
in  Farmer  township.  Defiance  (then  Williams)  county,  he  started  with  his 
family  and  goods  for  that  place,  but  while  on  the  way  he  received  news  of 
the  death  of  Israel  Stoddard.  He  continued  on  his  way,  however,  and  in  the 
same  year  established  a woolen-mill  at  Brunersburg,  which  he  operated  for 
two  seasons;  then  removed  to  Orland,  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  and  with  a 
partner  began  the  erection  of  a woolen-mill  at  that  place.  The  work  on  this 
mill  was  well  advanced,  and  a large  expense  had  been  incurred,  when  Mr. 
Horton  was  taken  ill  with  lung  fever,  and  died  very  suddenly  in  January, 
1844.  His  partner  then  gathered  all  the  available  effects  of  the  concern,  and 
left  for  parts  unknown,  leaving  the  firm  debts  to  be  settled  out  of  Mr.  Horton’s 
estate,  which  was  nearly  all  used  up.  Mr.  Horton's  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
at  Orland,  Steuben  county,  Indiana.  He  was  a conscientious  Christian,  holding 
membership  with  the  Baptist  Church  (as  did  also  his  wife)  ; in  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Whig,  and  active  in  promulgating  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  and  his  wife  had  four  children,  named  in  order  of  birth,  as  follows : 
Francis  Newell  (our  subject),  Samuel  E.  S.,  Keren  H.,  and  John  C.  His 
widow  afterward  married  Robert  M.  Kells,  a farmer  of  Farmer  township, 
and  died  there  January  4,  1854,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Fisher  cemetery  by 
the  side  of  her  second  husband. 
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Fiancis  Newell  Horton  was  born  May  12,  1833,  at  Pompey  Hollow, 
Onondaga  county,  New  Y ork,  and  at  the  death  of  his  father,  being  then  hut 
eleven  years  of  age,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  having  to  begin 
earning  his  own  way  in  the  world  among  strangers.  For  the  first  four  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  a farmer  in  Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  where,  as 
stipulated,  he  was  to  attend  school  during  the  winter  months — a privilege  after- 
ward much  abridged.  He  subsequently  was  employed  for  a short  time  in 
the  same  vicinity  until  taken  sick,  when,  unbeknown  to  him,  his  mother  had 
been  apprised  of  his  condition,  and  came  and  carried  him  to  her  home  in 
Farmer  township.  On  his  recovery,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  began  working 
at  carpentering,  and  this  he  followed  until  1856.  Until  1854  he  had  attended 
the  winter  schools,  and  had  so  well  employed  his  time  that  he  was  qualified  to 
teach,  which  he  did  during  the  winters  of  1854-55,  and  1855-56. 

On  March  6,  1856,  Mr.  Horton  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Haller, 
a daughter  of  Jesse  Haller,  of  Farmer  township,  and  with  his  wife  began 
housekeeping  at  the  Haller  homestead,  which  farm  he  operated  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  moved  to  a heavily-timbered  tract  of  eighty  acres  that 
he  had  bought;  this  farm  he  cleared,  erected  thereon  suitable  farm  buildings 
and  otherwise  improved,  and  then  sold.  After  selling  this  land  he  moved  to 
another  timber  tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  erected  buildings,  and  cleared 
and  improved.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Horton  has  done  his  share  of 
opening  up  a new  country.  O11  August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  mustered  in  as 
teamster,  and  served  till  April  13,  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account 
of  disability. 

His  faithful  helpmeet  passed  away  May  1,  1882,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Lutheran  cemetery  in  Farmer  township,  leaving  a family  of  children  named 
and  described  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Nettie  I.,  born  March  28,  1857,  married  George 
Foust,  who  owns  and  lives  on  the  old  Haller  homestead.  (2)  Ernest  M.,  born 
in  July,  1859,  married  Emily  J.  Ringer,  and  is  now  a merchant  of  Eustice,  Lake 
county,  Florida.  (3)  William  F.,  born  May  27,  1867,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Cornelia  M.  Hemenway ; he  is  now  assistant  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Hicksville.  On  January  24,  1884,  the  father  of  this  family 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Sarah  E.  Ringer. 

In  April  of  that  year  he  removed  to  Hicksville,  Ohio,  and  at  once  organ- 
ized and  established  there  the  Merchants  & Farmers  Bank,  under  a State 
charter,  with  a capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  was  opened 
for  business  June  16,  1884.  Of  this  bank  Mr.  Horton  became  a director  and 
cashier;  in  1887  he  was  appointed  president  thereof,  and  a successful  business 
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was  soon  the  result  of  his  careful  management.  In  1893  the  bank  was  merged 
into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hicksville,  with  a capital  stock  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  since  which  time  Mr.  Horton  has  been  its  president.  The  success 
of  the  bank,  as  well  as  all  other  business  enterprises  of  which  our  subject  has 
had  the  direction  and  control,  places  him  in  the  first  rank  as  to  executive 
ability  and  financial  management.  Since  his  residence  at  Hicksville,  he  has 
been  identified  with  various  enterprises  of  a public  and  semi-public  nature,  and 
has  probably  done  more  than  any  other  one  man  in  organizing  and  putting 
into  successful  operation  the  very  excellent  water-works  system  at  Hicks- 
ville ; the  construction  of  the  works  and  the  laying  of  the  pipes  were  done 
wholly  under  his  supervision  and  direction,  he  devoting  his  time  for  one  entire 
season  to  this  purpose.  This  was  in  1890,  and  so  well  was  the  work  done  that 
no  repairs  have  been  necessary  since.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and 
promoters  of  the  electric  light  plant  in  the  village  ; supervised  and  erected 
the  brick  flouring-mill,  and  the  elevator  at  the  railroad  depot.  For  some  time 
he  was  in  the  milling  business,  but  at  present  devotes  his  whole  time  to  his 
property  interests  and  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

He  is  an  ardent  and  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens 
in  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  with  credit  to  himself  and  fidelity  to 
the  public  interests.  He  served  as  county  infirmary  director  four  years ; as 
county  commissioner  for  six  years — 1874-80;  as  member  of  the  Hicksville 
village  council  for  two  years,  and  in  other  minor  offices.  On  various  occa- 
sions he  has  served  his  party  as  delegate  to  State,  Congressional  and  Judicial 
conventions. 

Mr.  Horton  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  all  the  positions 
of  life  in  which  he  has  acted  he  has  been  a sincere  and  honest  business  man, 
a faithful  official,  and  by  industry,  integrity  and  actual  ability  has  attained 
success.  Left  in  adverse  circumstances  in  youth,  to  relieve  a widowed  mother, 
he  bravely  began  to  earn  his  own  way,  and  with  no  financial  assistance  he 
struggled  industriously  with  the  courage  born  of  a heroic  spirit,  and  fostered 
by  adversity,  until  he  overcame  all  the  obstacles  in  his  way,  and  now  can  face 
the  future  with  complacency,  and  provide  for  those  he  loves.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  type  of  men  who  have  achieved  success  and  an  honorable  position  in 
life  through  their  own  inherent  ability. 

Mr.  Horton  is  described  by  those  who  know  him  best  as  a man  of  pre- 
eminent honesty,  whose  word  is  absolutely  to  be  relied  upon,  a man  of  decided 
views,  with  aggressiveness  sufficient  to  maintain  those  views  on  all  occasions. 
A stranger  is  early  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  he  is  one  of  the 
stanchest  of  men,  and  of  the  best  type  of  American  citizenship.  He  and  his 
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wife  reside  in  an  elegant  and  substantial  brick  residence,  erected  in  1885-86, 
on  East  Smith  street. 


HIRAM  T.  BETTS. 

Mr.  Betts,  who  is  a prominent  resident  of  Stryker,  Williams  county, 
has  been  for  some  years  actively  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
that  thriving  town,  having  held  until  recently  the  presidency  of  the  Stryker 
Manufacturing  Company.  As  a citizen  beds  highly  esteemed,  his  public 
spirit  has  been  shown  in  his  support  of  various  worthy  movements. 

Mr.  Betts  was  born  near  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  on  May  12,  1833,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  comes  of  a long-lived  ancestry.  His  father,  John  L. 
Betts,  who  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  January  21,  1803,  died  in  April,  1898, 
at  an  advanced  age.  This  venerable  citizen  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Williams  county,  and  his  history  will  be  of  lasting  interest.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  New  York  City  on  April  25,  1826,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Pryor,  a na- 
tive of  Philadelphia,  born  June  28,  1806,  and  after  spending  ten  years  of 
his  married  life  in  the  East  he  decided  to  seek  better  opportunities  for 
himself  and  his  children  in  the  newly-opened  lands  of  this  section.  In  1846 
he  came  to  Ohio  and  secured  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  German  township,  Fulton  county,  and  then  returned  temporarily  to 
New  York  City;  but  in  1848  he  brought  his  family  west,  and  settled  upon 
his  new  homestead.  In  1855  he  sold  his  farm  and  went  back  to  New  York, 
in  the  following  year,  however,  again  locating  in  Fulton  county,  purchas- 
ing a farm  near  Archbold,  where  he  resided  several  years.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  the  farm  and  retired  from  active  business,  making  his  home  with 
our  subject.  His  estimable  wife  died  April  28,  1883,  in  Springfield  town- 
ship, Williams  county.  Of  their  ten  children  two  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  John,  Margaret,  George,  Hiram  T.,  James,  Clara,  Robert,  and 
Albert. 

During  his  youth  Mr.  Betts,  our  subject,  resided  with  his  parents,  but 
when  nearly  of  age  he  found  employment  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  home- 
stead. While  thus  engaged  he  was  married  in  Springfield  township,  Will- 
iams county,  on  August  22,  1854,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Thurston,  widow  cl 
Samuel  M.  Thurston  and  daughter  of  Matthias  Appleman.  She  was  born 
November  5,  1816,  in  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Betts  located  upon  a farm  in  Section  12,  Springfield  township, 
Williams  county,  where  he  resided  until  1891,  and  for  about  ten  years 
of  this  time  he  represented  the  Dayton  Hedge  Co.,  and  the  Michigan  Hedge 
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Co.,  in  that  locality.  In  1891  he  removed  to  Stryker,  where  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  manufacturing  company  mentioned  above,  and  from  1892 
to  September,  1897,  he  served  as  its  president.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  share  in  local  affairs,  and  while  residing  in  Springfield  township  he 
held  various  official  positions. 

Since  1855  Mr.  Betts  has  been  a zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of  reli- 
gion as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
continuously  in  office.  The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  his  two  sons, 
Franklin  T.  and  Clarence  R.,  have  taken  honorable  positions  in  life. 


PETER  WEIGERDING.  - 

The  able  and  popular  postmaster  at  Defiance,  Peter  Weigerding,  our 
subject,  is  a man  whose  history  furnishes  a striking  example  of  self  help, 
and  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a youth  who,  having  a high  aim, 
pursues  it  in  spite  of  poverty  or  any  other  discouragement,  to  final  success. 

He  was  born  August  8,  1855,  in  Oberkirchen,  Prussia,  on  the  Bavar- 
ian line  in  the  Province  of  the  Rhine,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Weigerd- 
ing, who  both  died  in  Germany,  the  mother  passing  away  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  eight  days  old.  He  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandmother 
and  an  uncle,  attending  school  until  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  later  learn- 
ing the  stone  mason’s  trade.  At  seventeen  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  find  if 
possible  wider  opportunities  in  this  country,  and  then  it  came  about  that 
in  1873  located  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  being  obliged  to  turn  his 
hand  to  whatever  work  he  could  find  he  was  engaged  for  three  months  as 
a harvester.  He  then  worked  for  a few  months  in  a stone  quarry  but  finally 
found  employment  at  his  trade  in  Huntington  county,  Indiana,  still,  how- 
ever, working  in  the  harvest  field  during  that  season;  and  while  there  he 
spent  the  winter  seasons  in  studying  in  the  local  schools.  Later  he  went 
to  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  and  completed  a course  in  the  high  school, 
graduating  in  the  spring  of  1875. 

Thus  equipped,  he  at  once  began  teaching,  and  at  the  end  of  his 
first  term  attended  the  county  normal  school  for  the  summer.  For  the 
next  three  years  he  taught  during  the  winter  and  spent  each  summer  in 
study  at  the  normal  school,  Columbia  City.  In  1878  he  went  to<  Valpa^ 
raiso,  Indiana,  and  took  a commercial  course  in  the  college  there.  On 
graduating  he  secured  a position  as  bookkeeper  in  Fort  Wayne;  but  finding 
his  health  affected  by  the  confinement,  he  resigned  at  the  end  of  a year, 
and  in  1880  moved  to  Defiance,  where  he  established  a business  as  dealer 
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in  lime,  cement,  sewer  pipe,  lath,  marble  dust,  white  sand,  fire  brick,  hair, 
calcine  plaster,  fire  clay  and  general  building  materials.  Later,  in  con- 
nection with  the  above,  he  opened  a general  feed  barn  at  the  corner  of 
Second  and  Wayne  streets,  and  the  enterprise  prospering  from  the  start 
he  soon  became  a prominent  factor  in  the  business  life  of  the  place.  In- 
dustry, sound  judgment,  integrity  and  careful  attention  to  details  have 
characterized  his  management,  and  to  these  qualities  his  success  may  be 
attributed. 

Mr.  Weigerding  has  found  time,  however,  to  take  an  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  he  is  a leading  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  in  his  locality 
In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  education,  and  served 
a year  as  treasurer  of  that  body,  and  May  1,  1894,  he  was  appointed,  by 
President  Cleveland,  to  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Defiance.  In  this  po- 
sition he  has  shown  the  same  ability  which  brought  him  success  in  other 
lines,  and  his  fidelity  to  duty  is  recognized  and  appreciated  by  all  classes. 

In  August,  1886,  Mr.  Weigerding  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  May  Ayers, 
of  Defiance,  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  Ayers,  a pioneer  of  Defiance  county, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  be- 
ing as  follows:  Carl  Edward,  May  4,  1887;  Eda  Antoinette,  August  22, 

1888;  Arthur  Cornelius,  December  30,  1889;  and  Mary  Irene,  December 
30,  1891.  Mr.  Weigerding  has  a substantial  and  tasteful  residence  at  No. 
409  Jefferson  street — one  of  the  pleasantest  sites  in  the  city — and  no  pains 
have  been  spared  to  secure  for  it  the  latest  and  most  desirable  conven- 
iences. 

Fraternally  our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  National  Union,  the  Red  Cross,  and  the  German  Aid  Society.  He  is 
collecting  agent  for  the  Empire  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  New  York. 


ARTHUR  B.  LATHROP,  M.  D. 

When  the  hardy  explorers  carried  back  to  old  England,  stories  of  the 
riches  of  the  land  across  the  deep  blue  sea,  there  came  daring  men  and 
brave  women  to  found  new  homes  out  of  the  tall  forests  and  on  the  fertile 
plains.  From  their  dangers  and  their  industry,  their  frugality  and  their 
integrity,  sprang  a race  that  for  strength  of  purpose,  high  ideals,  and  laud- 
able ambition  has  never  been  equaled.  Among  these  early  settlers  was 
the  founder  of  the  Lathrop  family  in  America.  The  first  of  the  name  in 
this  country  came  from  England  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Massa- 
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chusetts.  His  descendants  pierced  still  farther  into  the  primeval  forests, 
one  branch  of  the  family  settling  among  the  granite  hills  in  Vermont,  and 
there  John  Lathrop  was  born,  and  there  he  lived  until  middle  age,  when 
he  moved  to  the  town  of  Pike,  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  where 
he  purchased  a farm.  The  cultivation  of  his  farm  occupied  his  time  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  aged  sixty-five  years.  He  left  four 
children  that  grew  to  maturity:  Arunah;  Lucina  B.;  Zuby;  and  Pliny. 

Arunah  Lathrop  was  born  near  Rutland  in  Rutland  county,  Vermont. 
When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  after  a year’s  service  the  war  was  closed,  and  he  was  given  an  honor- 
able discharge.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  with  his  father  in  New  York, 
and  in  1835  came  farther  west,  and  became  one  of  "the  pioneers  of  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  buying  government  land  in  Richfield  township.  All  was  a 
dense  forest,  not  five  acres  being  cleared  at  the  time,  but  he  set  resolutely 
to  work,  and  literally  carved  his  farm  out  of  the  wilderness.  In  politics 
he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  in  his  religious  belief  he  faithfully  fol- 
lowed the  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  married  Lucy  Chamber- 
lain,  also  of  Vermont,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  child- 
ren : Azro,  who  lives  in  Lucas  county ; Clark,  mentioned  below ; Lucian, 

who  died  in  Richfield  township,  at  the  age  of  forty-five;  Susan,  who  died 
unmarried;  and  William,  who*  died  leaving  one  child.  Arunah  Lathrop 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  wife  attained  the  age  of  full  four- 
score years  before  being  called  to  her  last  rest. 

Clark  Lathrop  was  born  August  20,  1823,  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New 
York,  whence  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father, 
and  until  a short  time  ago  made  his  home  in  the  woods  and  on  the  farm 
in  Richfield  township,  Lucas  county.  He  followed  general  agriculture,  and 
his  industry  and  careful  management  won  for  him  more  than  the  usual  suc- 
cess. His  attention  to*  his  own  affairs  did  not  prevent  him  keeping  well 
posted  on  the  events  of  the  day.  He  took  a prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  his  town,  serving  for  seventeen  years  as  school  director,  one  term  as 
postmaster  at  Berkey,  and  for  two*  terms  as  infirmary  director.  His  ac- 
quaintance throughout  the  county  is  extensive,  and  he  is  honored  and  re- 
spected by  young  and  old  alike.  He  married  Louisa  Tuttle,  who  was  born 
near  Lockport,  New  York,  in  1832,  and  their  children  are:  Arthur  B., 

mentioned  more  fully  below;  Edgar  E.,  a farmer  in  Richfield  township,  Lu- 
cas county;  and  Alba  A.,  a farmer  in  Fulton  county.  Mr.  Lathrop  and 
his  devoted  wife  are  now  living  in  Swanton,  quietly  watching  and  waiting 
for  the  setting  of  life’s  sun,  slowly  sinking  toward  the  western  sea. 
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Arthur  B.  Lathrop,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  1856,  and  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  Lucas  county  farm. 
His  early  literary  training-  was  secured  in  the  excellent  schools  of  Hills- 
dale, Michigan,  and  on  leaving  the  school  room  he  determined  on  the  medi- 
cal profession  as  his  life  work.  Accordingly  he  entered  Starling  Medical 
College  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  graduating  in  1882.  He  then  went  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  studied  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  in  March,  1883,  he 
located  at  Swan  ton,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  a general  practice,  his 
strong  will  often  influencing  his  patients,  so  that  the  best  results  are  ob- 
tained. A member  of  the  Tri-State  Medical  Society,  State,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  he  keeps  well  abreast  with  all  the  modern  dis- 
coveries in  the  medical  science. 

On  May  10,  1881,  Doctor  Lathrop  was  married  to  Miss  Louise  M. 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Monroeville,  Ohio,  and  died  December  6,  1889, 
leaving  three  children:  Homer  C.,  Emily  and  Louis,  After  the  death  of 

his  wife,  Doctor  Lathrop  was  again  married,  his  second  choice  being  Miss 
Lillian  M.  .Printup,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Helen.  Besides  his  exten- 
sive practice  the  Doctor  owns  a large  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres, 
one-half  mile  west  of  town,  that  is  farmed  by  his  brother.  Fraternally  he 
is  a Mason  (being  the  first  Mason  in  the  town),  and  also  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P.  In  the  political  situation  of  the  town  and 
country  he  takes  a keen  interest,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  vicinity,  and  is  now  serving  as  burgess.  Genial 
and  courteous  in  his  manner,  strictly  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  he  is 
very  popular  socially,  and  stands  deservedly  high  in  the  respect  of  his  fel- 
low men. 


CHARLES  EVERS. 

This  leading  resident  of  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  is  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  that  popular  paper,  “Der  Deutsche  Demokrat,”  or  “The  German 
Democrat,”  and  is  also  well-known  in  political  life,  having  held  numerous 
positions  of  trust  in  his  locality.  For  some  time  he  served  as  auditor  of  Henry 
county,  and  he  also  held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Napoleon,  his  appointment 
dating  back  to  1894. 

Mr.  Evers  was  born  January  4,  1841,  at  Mengerhausen,  Germany,  for- 
merly a part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  and  received  his  education  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father  and  a private  tutor  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of 
age.  Three  years  and  a half  he  spent  in  learning  the  mercantile  business  in 
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Kassel,  in  Kurhessen,  and  he  then  continued  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  for 
three  years  more.  Later  he  went  to  Berlin,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  until  his  emigration  to  America  in  1870.  For  some  time  after 
his  arrival  he  taught  a German  school  in  Henry  county,  and  later  he  found 
employment  as  a clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment  in  Napoleon,  where  he 
located  in  April,  1870.  1 his  position  he  held  for  several  years,  and  for  two 

years  he  was  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  on  his  own  account,  but  after- 
ward became  interested  in  the  fire-insurance  business,  and  in  a grocery,  which 
he  conducted  for  about  a year. 

Soon  after  settling  at  Napoleon,  he  began  taking  an  active  part  in  local 
politics,  and  in  1875  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  township  clerk,  which  he  held 
for  six  years.  Early  in  the  “’80s'’  he  was  elected  county -auditor,  and  after  serv- 
ing two  full  terms  he  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  to  serve  for 
ten  months  longer,  owing  to  a change  in  the  law.  He  was  also  elected  twice  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  all  these  positions  he  has  displayed 
ability  combined  with  a keen  sense  of  his  duty  to  the  public.  In  1893  he  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  books  of  the  auditor  and  treasurer  of  Putnam 
county,  which  covered  a period  of  ten  years,  and  in  1894  he  assisted  in 
making  a similar  examination  in  Fulton  county.  In  1896  he  was  employed, 
by  the  commissioners  of  Paulding  county,  to  examine  the  books  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  and  treasurer  of  that  county,  and  his  labors  in  all  these  exami- 
nations resulted  in  such  substantial  benefit  to  each  of  the  counties  interested 
as  to  beyond  doubt  establish  his  reputation  as  a thorough  accountant,  and  it 
is  but  just  and  well-merited  praise  to  add  that  as  such  he  ranks  second  to  none 
in  the  county. 


FRANK  O.  HART.  M.  D. 

During  his  lifetime  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupied  a place  among 
the  most  successful  Homeopathic  physicians  in  Williams  county.  His 
career  was  remarkable  in  that  he  had  risen  to  his  prominent  position,  not 
only  through  his  own  efforts,  but  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  difficulties. 

Born  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1855,  the  Doctor  was  a son 
of  Julius  C.  and  Martha  M.  (Fish)  Hart.  His  grandfather  was  Bliss  Hart, 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a descendant  of  the  family  in  whose  honor  that 
city  was  named.  To  this  family  also  belonged  John  Hart,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1708, 
and  died  in  1780.  His  father,  Edward  Hart,  was  commander  of  the  New 
Jersey  Blues  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  John  Hart  was  a farmer  by 
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occupation  with  no  political  ambition,  but  his  worth  and  fitness  for  office 
led  to  his  election  to  the  Provincial  Legislature  on  several  occasions,  and 
such  was  his  integrity  that  he  was  known  as  ‘‘Honest  John  Hart.”  He  was 
among  the  first  to  speak  against  the  tyranny  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  he  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  Continental  Congress  in  1774,  1775  and  1776. 
His  influence  largely  advanced  the  cause  of  American  independence,  and 
he  did  all  in  his  power  in  the  interest  of  the  Colonies.  When  New  Jer- 
sey was  invaded  by  the  British,  his  stock  and  farm  property  were  confis- 
cated and  his  life  endangered;  but  through  all  this  he  valiantly  upheld  his 
principles. 

Julius  C.  Hart,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  highly  educated.  When  a young  man  he  taught  school, 
and  after  his  marriage  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In  the  early  forties 
he  came  to  Williams  county  and  cleared  a tract  of  land,  on  which  he  erected 
the  first  frame  house  in  the  county.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Archbold, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  the  regiment  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  After 
two  years  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  and  returned  home, 
but  when  he  had  recuperated  he  again  entered  the  government  service  as 
United  States  detective,  being  engaged  in  that  capacity  in  the  South.  He 
died  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  May  1,  1870;  his  wife  had  passed  away  in 
1862.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In 
their  family  were  three  children — Frank  O.;  Cains  O.,  now  of  Kansas;  and 
Flora  J.,  wife  of  Rev.  Parlette,  of  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Doctor  Hart,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  His  privileges  were 
somewhat  limited,  however,  and  he  determined  to  remedy  this  if  possible. 
Therefore  he  left  home  and  began  work  as  a farm  hand.  He  accepted  any 
honest  labor  that  he  could  obtain,  worked  in  a brick  yard,  and  washed  and 
ironed  for  his  board.  During  this  time  he  wore  second-hand  clothing 
given  him  by  friends,  but  he  counted  no  sacrifice  too  great  that  brought 
him  nearer  to  the  goal  of  his  hopes.  He  studiously  read  borrowed  books, 
and  when  he  could  save  enough  money  purchased  additional  volumes,  spend- 
ing his  evenings  and  all  leisure  hours  in  study.  Thus  he  fitted  himself  for 
entrance  into  the  high  school  of  Shelby,  Ohio,  where  he  pursued  a thor- 
ough course  with  good  results.  He  next  determined  to-  read  medicine, 
and  in  order  to  meet  his  expenses  taught  school.  He  continued  his  medi- 
cal reading  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Clay  (a  Homeopathic  physician  of 
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Shelby,  Ohio),  for  three  years,  and  during  that  time  worked  for  his  board, 
attending  the  horses,  making  collections  and  doing  all  kinds  of  work  around 
the  house.  In  1874  he  entered  the  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  and 
was  graduated  in  March,  1876.  In  the  same  year  he  located  in  West  Unity, 
and  from  the  1st  of  April  until  the  1st  of  October  worked  as  a farm  hand 
in  order  to  earn  money  to  start  him  in  his  professional  career.  From  that 
time  he  advanced  steadily  in  his  chosen  calling,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to 
perfect  himself  in  his  work. 

In  1883  and  1884  Doctor  Hart  attended  the  University  of  Michigan, 
pursued  a course  in  Homeopathic  surgery,  and  received  his  diploma  in  June 
of  the  latter  year.  He  afterward  took  seven  post-graduate  courses  in  dif- 
ferent institutions,  and  had  seventeen  diplomas.  He  became  a very  com- 
petent surgeon,  in  his  practice  making  a specialty  of  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat.  He  had  a very  extensive  library  and  a 
large  cabinet,  completely  equipped  with  the  most  improved  surgical  instru- 
ments. His  practice  steadily  grew  in  importance  and  volume,  and  he  en- 
joyed an  extensive  patronage,  covering  a wide  territory.  He  answered 
promptly  the  call  of  the  poor  and  rich  alike,  and  in  homes  of  destitution 
often  left  many  other  needy  things  besides  medicine,  thus  winning  the 
gratitude  and  regard  of  those  to  whom  he  administered.  He  was  a man 
of  kindly  and  benevolent  influences,  yet  entirely  unostentatious  in  his  char- 
ity, and  his  deeds  of  kindness  were  frequently  known  only  to  the  donator 
and  the  recipient. 

In  December,  1878,  Doctor  Hart  married  Miss  Celesta  A.  Arter,  of 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  C.  M.  and  Harriet  Arter.  Her  grand- 
father, Henry  Arter,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Crawford  county,  locating 
there  before  Colonel  Crawford  was  burned  at  the  stake  by  the  Indians.  His 
ancestors  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  Colonial  days.  He  spent 
his  last  days  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hart  was  Michael  Ream, 
also  of  German  descent.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
Crawford  county. 

C.  M.  Arter  came  to  Williams  county  in  1842,  purchased  land,  and 
improved  the  farm  on  which  he  yet  resides.  His  wife  died  in  1883.  Both 
were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In  their  family  were  five 
daughters,  namely:  Mrs,  Hart,  Mrs.  Samantha  Lash,  Libby,  Mrs.  Har- 

riet Weaver,  and  Clara,  wife  of  A.  E.  Kaufman. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hart  had  but  one  child,  Lena  May,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 1,  1882,  and  is  now  being  highly  educated.  In  1898  she  was  vale- 
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dictorian  of  her  class  at  the  West  Unity  high  school,  and  she  is  now  pur- 
suing- a course  of  musical  instruction  under  Professor  Jacobsohn,  of  the 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Chicago,  her  specialty  being  the  violin.  Mrs.  Hart 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  one  of  its  active 
workers.  She  is  serving  as  organist  in  the  church  and  is  a capable  teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

Doctor  F.  O.  Hart  died  October  io,  1898,  of  apoplexy,  and  was  buried 
in  Lockport  cemetery.  He  belonged  to  the  Theosophical  Society,  and 
was  a member  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sci- 
ence. He  was  identified  with  the  American  Board  of  Health,  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy;  had  been  vice-president  of  the  Ohio  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society,  belonged  to  the  American  Association  of  Official  Surgeons, 
the  Northwestern  Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  the  Miami  Valley 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  and  was  a life  member  of  the  Ohio  Archaeo- 
logical and  Historical  Society. 


DANIEL  COLBORNE  McTAGGART,  M.  D. 

The  medical  fraternity  of  this  section  is  noted  for  skill  and  learning, 
leadership  therein  not  being  easily  obtained,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a well-known  physician  of  Bryan,  may  well  take  pride  in  his  high  stand- 
ing. Thorough  preparation,  united  with  fine  natural  gifts,  assured  his  suc- 
cess from  the  start,  even  against  able  professional  competitors,  while  his 
worth  as  a man  and  a citizen  has  contributed  largely  to  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  in  the  community. 

Doctor  McTaggart  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  displays  the  best  charac- 
teristics of  that  “canny”  race.  His  ancestral  home  was  at  Tarbert,  Argyle- 
shire  (a  small  seaport  not  far  from  Glasgow,  Scotland),  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Clyde,  where  the  family  has  for  several  generations  been  connected 
with  the  fishing  business.  John  McTaggart,  his  grandfather,  was  well  ad- 
vanced in  years  when  he  decided  to  seek  a new  home  in  Canada,  and  in 
1844  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool  with  his  entire  family  except  one  daughter, 
who  married  Archibald  McMillan  and  went  to  Australia.  On  landing  at 
New  York  they  immediately  proceeded  to>  Elgin  county,  Canada  West  (now 
Ontario),  locating  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Thomas.  The  region  was  then  cov- 
ered with  primitive  forest,  and  the  journey  was  made  for  many  miles  along 
a narrow  trail  through  the  woods;  but  the  shrewd  pioneer  had  faith  in  the 
future  of  the  locality,  and  purchased  a tract  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
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which  he  and  his  sons  cleared  and  improved.  He  and  his  estimable  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Love,  died  there,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  St.  Thomas. 

Of  the  five  sons,  the  eldest,  Archibald,  who  was  married  in  Scotland, 
took  up  government  land  near  Port  Bruce,  in  the  same  county,  where  he 
erected  a sawmiy,  and  he  still  (1898)  resides  there  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-four.  Jolin  was  married  in  Scotland,  and  made  his  home  upon  a 
part  of  his  father’s  purchase.  Duncan,  who  was  also  married  in  Scotland, 
located  on  a portion  of  the  new  homestead.  Godfrey  married  in  Scotland 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Canada  some  years  ago.  Donald,  our  subject’s 
father,  located  on  the  homestead,  and  thus  the  family  was  kept  practically 
in  one  neighborhood.  The  descendants  are  now’  numerous  in  that  local- 
ity, and  the  name  is  associated  with  a high  order  of  citizenship. 

The  late  Donald  McTaggart  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1814,  and  was 
educated  for  the  ministry,  the  family  being  devout  Presbyterians;  but  after 
seven  years  of  study  in  a theological  seminary  he  abandoned  the  idea,  pre- 
ferring agricultural  work  at  the  new  home.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  to 
Canada  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  old  and  unmarried,  and  not  long 
after  his  arrival  he  was  married  at  the  homestead  to  a Miss  Esseltine.  She 
died  some  years  later,  and  he  formed  a second  union,  with  Miss  Sarah 
House,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Bacon)  House,  and  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Lord  Bacon,  of  England.  By  his  first  marriage  there  were  two  sons: 
John,  who  married  Irene  Stokes,  and  Isaac,  who  married  Almeda  Topping, 
both  brothers  being  now  residents  of  Springfield,  Ontario.  By  the  second 
union  there  were  four  children:  Henry  Alexander,  who'  graduated  at  a 

medical  college  and  engaged  in  practice  at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  in  the  fall  of  1877,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-four,  unmarried;  Dan- 
iel C.,  our  subject,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Mary,  wife  of  Will- 
iam H.  Healey,  of  Longwoocl,  Florida,  and  Sarah  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years.  The  mother  of  this  family  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Healey. 

The  father  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Canada  in  1891,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven, having  resided  there  continuously  for  nearly  fifty  years.  He 
was  greatly  respected  in  the  community  for  his  high  character,  and  al- 
though he  was  never  an  office  seeker  he  took  an  active  and  influential  part 
in  local  affairs,  and  in  the  work  of  the  Reform  party,  frequently  serving 
as  a delegate  to  county  conventions.  During  his  earlier  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  but  later  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture. In  religious  faith  he  was  at  first  a Presbyterian,  having  been  reared 
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in  that  Church,  but  after  his  second  marriage  he  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  remained  a devout  member.  His  earnestness  and  zeal 
in  the  cause  was  shown  in  many  ways,  and  for  years  he  was  in  active  service 
as  a class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Doctor  McTaggart  was  born  July  19,  1856,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent 
at  the  old  home  in  Canada,  his  education  being  begun  at  Mapleton  with 
Doctor  Leonard  Luton  as  his  first  teacher.  Later  he  attended  a gram- 
mar school  at  Springfield,  Ontario,  and  when  about  eighteen  years  old 
he  entered  upon,  an  apprenticeship  with  a brother  in  the  carpenter  and 
house  building  business.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  St.  Thomas,  his  preceptor  being  Doctor  Leonard  Luton, 
under  whom  he  had  begun  his  elementary  education  years  before  in  the 
schools  of  Mapleton,  and  who  had  later  established  a fine  practice  as  a phy- 
sician. In  the  fall  of  1885  our  subject  entered  Pulte  Medical  College  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  in  1887  he  finished  his  course,  being  one  of  six  students 
in  a class  of  twenty-six  to  take  special  honors.  On  April  1 of  the  same 
year  he  located  at  Bryan,  engaging  in  general  practice,  and  he  speedily 
built  up  a large  and  lucrative  business.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  and  at  present  holds  the  office  of 
medical  examiner  of  the  Pulaski  Council,  National  Union,  and  of  Friendship 
Hive  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  both  at  Bryan.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  although  he  does  not  aspire 
to  official  distinction  his  interest  in  educational  affairs  has  led  him  to  ac- 
cept a place  on  the  board  of  education  of  his  city.  He  and  his  family  are 
identified  with  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Bryan,  and  they  are  connected  with 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  locality.  Their  home  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  Main  and  Mulberry  streets  is  a pleasant  one,  being  both  tasteful  and 
commodious,  and  the  Doctor  occupies  an  elegant  suite  of  offices  there,  con- 
sisting of  three  rooms  on  the  ground  floor. 

On  December  6,  1880,  Doctor  McTaggart  was  married  at  Mapleton, 
Ontario,  Canada,  to  Miss  Addie  E.  White,  and  the  following  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  Eva  A.,  born  September  6,  1881,  who’  died  June  27, 

1896;  Hazel  S.,  born  December  11,  1885;  Mildred,  born  March  10,  1889; 
and  Kenneth  White,  born  June  25,  1897.  Mrs.  McTaggart  is  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Hull)  White,  prominent  residents  of  Mapleton, 
Ontario,  her  father  having  been  for  a number  of  years  a magistrate  at  that 
place.  He  was  born  near  Stuttgart,  Germany,  and  in  early  life  engaged 
in  business  as  an  architect  and  builder,  having  been  thoroughly  trained  for 
successful  work  in  those  lines.  For  a number  of  years  he  resided  near  To- 
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ronto,  but  since  retiring  from  business  he  has  made  his  home  upon  a farm 
at  Mapletom  He  and  his  estimable  wife  have  reared  a family  of  seven 
children:  David,  who'  married  Miss  Annie  L.  Linderderry,  and  resides  at 

the  homestead;  Miss  Carrie,  who  resides  with  her  parents;  Tillie,  who  mar- 
ried Doctor  G.  H.  Gilbert,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  has  a son,  Doctor  F. 
G.  Gilbert,  also  a practicing  physician;  William  F.,  a successful  physician 
at  Marysville,  Ohio;  Annie,  wife  of  Doctor  I.  B.  Patterson,  of  Milford,  In- 
diana; Addie  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Charles  A.,  a practicing  physician 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


HON.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

This,  the  late  assistant  cashier  of  the  Montpelier  Banking  & State  Savings 
Co.,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent,  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  Mont- 
pelier. His  entire  life,  until  his  recent  removal  to  California,  was  passed  in 
Williams  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Superior  township,  April  15,  1852. 
His  father,  Andrew  S.  Williams,  who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
White,  also  a pioneer  of  Williams  county,  who  is  still  living. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Superior  township,  Doctor  Williams  grew  to 
manhood,  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools,  later  attending 
the  Normal  School  at  Bryan.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Doctor 
P.  O.  Jump,  of  Bryan,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  graduated  in  March, 
1878,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  On  the  1st  of  the  following  April  he  opened 
an  office  in  Bridgewater  Center,  Williams  county,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  practice  until  October,  1880,  at  that  time  locating  in  Montpelier, 
there  following  his  chosen  calling  until  April,  1893,  when  he  accepted  the 
position  of  assistant  cashier  of  the  Montpelier  Banking  & State  Savings  Co. 

Doctor  Williams  was  married  in  Montpelier,  May  28,  1878,  to  Miss  Emma 
Starr,  who  was  born  in  Superior  township,  Williams  county,  her  parents, 
Richard  and  Mary  A.  Starr,  being  early  settlers  of  that  locality.  To  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  survivor  being  Richard  Paul. 

As  a stanch  Republican,  Doctor  Williams  has  taken  considerable  interest 
in  political  affairs,  and  by  his  party  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature,  where 
he  served  with  distinction  for  one  term,  refusing  a re-election  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  In  June,  1893,  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  examining  board 
of  pension  surgeons,  in  which  capacity  he  served  some  time,  and  he  has  also 
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been  a member  of  the  school  board  for  six  years,  being  president  of  the  same 
for  five  years.  For  one  term  he  filled  the  office  of  coroner  of  Williams 
county.  Socially  the  Doctor  affiliates  with  Montpelier  Lodge,  No.  745,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ; Montpelier  Lodge,  No.  547.  F.  & A.  M. ; Northwest  Chapter,  No.  45. 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Bryan,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Fie  is  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Montpelier,  having 
contributed  liberally  toward  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice,  and  his  public 
as  well  as  his  private  life  is  above  reproach.  He  is  emphatically  a man  of 
enterprise,  positive  character,  indomitable  energy,  strict  integrity,  and  liberal 
views,  and  is  thoroughly  identified  in  feeling  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  his  native  county.  Dr.  Williams  is  now  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  hav- 
ing gone  there  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 


ADAM  HALL. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  the  efficient  and  popular  superintendent  of  the 
Defiance  County  Children’s  Home,  located  in  Tiffin  township,  was  born  in 
that  township  March  14,  1841. 

Jacob  Hall,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  January  15, 
1803,  and  in  1822  married  Susannah  Coy,  who  was  born  July  2,  1805,  in 
Greene  county,  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1831.  They  came  to  Williams  (now  De- 
fiance) county,  settling  in  Section  15,  Tiffin  township,  where  both  died,  the 
father  on  April  6,  1851,  the  mother  on  October  23,  1870.  To  them  were 
born  ten  children — eight  sons  and  two  daughters — Adam  being  the  eighth  in 
order  of  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  as  will  be  seen,  was  ten  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  father’s  death,  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  mother, 
aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  fields,  until  he  attained  his  eighteenth  year.  He 
then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  but  continued  to  live 
with  his  mother  until  he  entered  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  enlist- 
ing February  8,  1864,  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
(a  veteran  regiment).  In  May  of  that  year  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Hall  engaged  in  carpentering  in 
Tiffin  township  for  about  two  years,  and  during  the  following  two  years  and 
a half  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
Co.,  at  Stryker,  Ohio.  In  the  latter  part  of  November,  1870,  he  returned  to 
Tiffin  township,  where  he  again  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  about 
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six  years,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a good  forty-acre  farm  in  that  township,  which  he  has  improved 
and  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  September  14,  1865,  in  Tiffin  township,  Mr.  Hall  was  married,  by 
Houston  Russell,  J.  P.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dieclen,  who  was  born  there  January 
24,  1847,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Clark)  Dieden,  honored  pioneer 
settlers  of  Tiffin  township,  having  come  to  Williams  (now  Defiance)  county 
in  1843.  The  father  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  died  April  16,  1872 ; 
the  mother  was  born  in  Virginia  January  24,  1807,  and  died  July  6,  1889. 
They  had  a family  of  five  children — one  son  and  four  daughters — Mrs.  Hall 
being  the  fourth  child.  Her  grandparents  on  the  father’s  side  were  born  in 
Ebenburg,  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  died  there,  the  grandfather 
when  seventy-two  years  old.  Mrs.  Hall’s  maternal  grandparents  were  born  in 
Virginia,  whence  they  moved  to  Hocking  county,  Ohio ; the  grandmother 
died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  the  grandfather  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  H.,  married  to  Florence  E.  Balser;  Otto  A.,  married  to  Hannah 
Greitman;  Ernest  A.,  married  to  Amanda  Amsberger;  Jennie  M. ; Western 
M. ; and  Roy  B. 

On  September  4,  1895,  Mr.  Hall  assumed  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  Defiance  County  Children’s  Home,  and  is  now  filling  that  responsible 
position  for  the  fourth  year.  The  grounds  include  twenty-two  acres  in 
Tiffin  township,  and  the  Home  will  accommodate  forty  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hall  appear  to  be  the  right  people  in  the  right  place:  everything  about 
the  Home  is  kept  in  the  best  of  order,  and  neatness  prevails  everywhere ; 
indeed,  the  affairs  of  the  institution  were  never  more  capably  managed  than 
under  their  able  guidance.  They  are  sincere  and  earnest  Christian  people, 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Hall  is 
serving  as  trustee.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  Evansport  Lodge,  No.  489, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  with  Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R.  He  takes  a commendable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  township  and  county,  and  has  acceptably  served 
as  assessor  in  Tiffin  township  for  three  successive  terms. 


JOHN  ALBERT  DEINDOERFER. 

Mr.  Deindoerfer,  who  is  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  German  weekly, 
“Der  Defiance  Herold,”  published  at  Defiance,  is  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  this  section.  He  was  born  August  8,  1861,  at  Waucoma,  Iowa,  and, 
his  ancestors  on  both  sides  being  people  of  culture,  it  is  not  strange  that 
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he  should  thus  early  have  distinguished  himself  in  a field  which  demands 
intellectual  ability. 

Rev.  Johannes  Deindoerfer,  father  of  our  subject,  and  a native  of  Ba- 
varia, was  prepared  for  the  Lutheran  ministry  in  the  Fatherland,  graduating 
in  theology  at  Nuremberg,  and  being  ordained  at  Hamburg  just  before  em- 
barking for  America.  In  1851  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
the  vicinity  of  Saginaw,  Michigan,  where  he  was  ordained  and  placed  in 
charge  of  a newly  organized  congregation.  While  there  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  other  Lutheran  divines  in  the  organization  of  the  Lutheran 
Synod  of  Iowa,  comprising  a union  of  work-forces  of  the  denomination  in 
various  States.  He  organized  a colony  of  Lutherans  at  St.  Sebald,  Iowa, 
in  1853,  and  spent  four  years  as  pastor  at  Madison,  Wisconsin.  Later  he 
was  located  at  Waucoma,  Iowa,  and  left  that  village  in  1865  to  take  charge 
of  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  corner  of  Erie  and  Harri- 
son streets. 

There  he  remained  until  1870,  when  he  accepted  a call  to  St.  Paul's 
Lutheran  Church  at  Defiance,  which  had  just  been  newly  organized.  Here 
he  found  full  scope  for  his  ability  as  a practical  and  energetic  manager  of 
Church  enterprises.  Under  his  direction  the  brick  edifice  at  the  corner  of 
Clinton  and  Arabella  streets  was  erected  in  1872,  at  a cost  of  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  later  the  parsonage  adjoining  was  built.  He  remained 
there  until  1889,  when  he  removed  to  Blissfield,  Michigan,  and  four  months 
later  he  went  to  Ripon,  Wisconsin,  his  last  charge.  On  retiring  from  the 
active  work  of  the  ministry,  in  1893,  he  located  permanently  at  Waverly, 
Bremer  county,  Iowa,  where  he  now  conducts  the  “Kirchen-Blatt,”  the 
official  organ  of  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa  and  other  States.  Until  1893 
he  was  vice-president  of  the  Synod,  and  from  1873  to  1889  president  of  the 
Easterly  District.  In  1893  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Synod,  which 
office  he  still  holds,  having  been  re-elected  in  1896.  He  has  always  been 
considered  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  conscientious  ministers  connected 
with  that  Synod,  and  he  is  also  widely  known  and  quoted  as  an  authority 
on  Church  affairs.  He  is  possessed  of  a most  generous  and  kindly  nature, 
any  form  of  suffering  or  trouble  finding  in  him  a ready  and  practical  sym- 
pathy, and  he  holds  the  esteem  and  affection  of  every  congregation  over 
which  he  has  presided. 

In  1852  he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Frankenhilf,  Michigan,  with  Miss 
Katharina  Weege,  a native  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  father,  Heinrich  Weege,  a school  teacher.  To  Johannes 
and  Katharina  Deindoerfer  nine  children  were  born,  viz.:  A still-born 
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son;  Christina;  Henry  and  Anna  (twins),  of  whom  the  former  died  in 
1884  at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  John  Albert;  Godfrey  Carl;  Maria  Anna; 
Carl,  who  died  when  one  year  old;  and  Lena. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  carefully  educated,  being  prepared 
for  college  under  his  father’s  direct  instruction.  He  attended  the  parochial 
schools  at  Toledo  and  Defiance  until  1874,  when  he  began  a course  of  pri- 
vate study  in  Latin  and  Greek  with  his  father.  Thus  prepared,  he  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  entered  Wartburg  College,  at  Mendota,  Illinois,  which  is 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa,  and  com- 
pleted the  course  there,  graduating  in  June,  1879.  In  the  following  Sep- 
tember he  began  a course  in  theology  at  Wartburg  Seminary,  but  in  May, 
1880,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  studies  on  account  of  ill  health. 
The  summer  of  that  year  he  spent  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  his  health 
being  much  benefited  by  the  change. 

His  brother,  Henry  J.  Deindoerfer,  founded  “Der  Defiance  Herold” 
in  1881,  with  our  subject  as  editor,  the  first  number  being  issued  on  May  4. 
of  that  year.  During  the  Book  waiter  campaign  in  the  fall  of  1881,  the 
two  brothers  disagreed  as  to  the  policy  of  the  paper,  our  subject  siding  with 
Bookwalter,  and  this  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  the  plant  to>  White  & Mains, 
in  the  spring  of  1882,  J.  A.  Deindoerfer  being  retained  b}  them  as  editor. 
On  March  28,  1886,  he  purchased  the  “Herold”  for  three  thousand  dollars, 
the  actual  value  of  the  outfit,  aside  from  the  good  will  and  the  subscription 
list,  being  about  five  hundred  dollars.  He  had  only  one  hundred  dollars 
cash  capital;  but,  possessing  plenty  of  pluck  and  confidence  in  himself  and 
his  friends,  he  went  to  work  energetically,  making  improvements  in  the 
plant,  putting  in  a new  press  and  other  machinery,  all  operated  by  electri- 
city, and  enlarging  the  paper,  adding  new  and  attractive  features.  Under 
this  enterprising  management  the  paper  has  prospered  as  never  before,  the 
subscription  list  increasing  gradually  from  seven  hundred  to  one  thousand 
five  hundred.  The  “Herold”  is  a seven-column  quarto,  and  being  the  only 
German  paper  in  Defiance  county  it  may  be  classed  among  the  most  desir- 
able journalistic  properties  in  that  section.  Until  1894  Mr.  Deindoerfer 
occupied  rooms  on  the  upper  floor  of  the  Dolke  building,  No.  210  Clinton 
street,  but  as  his  increasing  business  demanded  better  facilities  he  bought 
a lot  at  No'.  510  Court  street,  and  built  a brick  structure  at  a cost  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  accommodation  of  his  plant.  There 
are  also  two  store  rooms  eighteen  by  thirty-six  feet;  one  of  these  rooms  on 
the  ground  floor  is  rented  to  the  city  for  a public  library,  the  other  is  used 
as  the  editorial  room.  While  Hon.  Elmer  White  was  serving  in  the  State 
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Senate,  Mr.  Deindoerfer  acted  as  local  editor  of  the  “Defiance  Democrat,” 
and  afterward  took  the  post  of  secretary  of  the  Democrat  Printing-  Co. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Defiance  Box  Co.,  in  1892,  he  became  a stock- 
holder in  that  enterprise,  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  His  executive 
ability  and  excellent  practical  judgment  make  him  a valued  worker  in  any 
business  undertaking. 

Mr.  Deindoerfer  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  In  the  fall  of  1882,  during 
the  Ilill-Brigham  campaign,  he  took  an  active  part  for  the  first  time  as 
a public  speaker,  and  since  that  date  has  been  an  ardent  worker  in  every 
campaign.  In  1890  he  was  elected  county  auditor,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity from  September,  1891,  to  October,  1894.  On  April  4,  1898,  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Defiance,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  a 
man  of  fine  presence,  and  genial,  generous  spirit,  attracting  and  holding 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  As  a public  speaker  he 
is  among  the  best  in  this  section.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  German 
Aid  Society  and  the  Ben  Hur  Lodge.  He  has  an  elegant  home,  built  by 
himself  in  1891,  at  No.  623  Jefferson  street. 

On  April  27,  1882,  Mr.  Deindoerfer  was  married  at  Blissfield,  Michi- 
gan, to  Miss  Lizzie  H.  Blackmore,  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  daughter  of  James 
H.  and  Jane  Blackmore.  Her  father  was  superintendent  of  the  Frazier 
Wagon  Company’s  works  at  Aurora,  and  a highly  respected  citizen.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union:  Helen  May,  born  May  14,  1886;  John 

Albert,  born  November  17,  1888;  William  Robert,  born  February  5,  1891, 
and  died  March  15,  of  the  same  year;  Charles  William,  born  March  7,  1893; 
and  Lillie,  born  October  14,  1897. 


GEORGE  L.  MARTIN. 

Few  men  are  more  familiar  with  the  history  of  pioneer  life  in  Will- 
iams county  than  this  gentleman,  who  has  watched  its  progress  and  devel- 
opment from  a very  early  day,  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of 
advancement  and  improvement. 

Born  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  December  11,  1818,  Mr.  Martin 
is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Lasure)  Martin.  His  mother  was  a daughter 
of  Abram  Lasure,  of  French  descent,  and  Huguenot  stock.  The  Martins 
were  of  Irish  lineage.  James  Martin,  who  was  born  in  1781,  was  reared  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1833  came  to  Williams  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  entered  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  on  the 
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old  homestead  in  1862.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1784,  died  in  1874.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  father  made  farming*  his 
life  work,  and  was  the  owner  of  a large  property.  He  also  conducted  a 
hotel  on  his  land  near  Darlington,  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  this 
hostelry  was  a popular  resort  with  the  drovers  and  other  travelers  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  His  children  were:  Daniel,  who'  died  in  Kansas; 

Hugh  and  John,  who  died  in  Darlington,  Pennsylvania;  Elizabeth,  Jesse 
and  Milo,  who  died  in  childhood;  George  L.,  of  this  sketch;  Eliza,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  J.  Elder,  and  died  in  Illinois;  Robert,  who  died  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania;  Mrs.  Maria  Akins,  who  died  in  Galilee,  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania;  and  James  Powers  Martin,  who  died  at  Darlington, 
Pennsylvania. 

George  L.  Martin,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1843,  soon  after  his  marriage,  came  to  Ohio,  bringing  with  him  one  horse, 
which  he  traded  for  a yoke  of  cattle.  He  remained  at  Evansport  until  the 
following  spring,  when  he  removed  to  his  father’s  land,  having  to  cut  a 
road  three  miles  through  to  the  property.  He  built  a cabin,  and  when  he 
was  settled  upon  the  place  he  found  that  he  had  only  ninety-five  cents  re- 
maining; but  he  worked  at  improving  his  land,  and  also'  engaged  at  cabi- 
net making  in  order  to  earn  a living  until  his  farm  became  productive.  He 
helped  to  build  the  first  hotel  at  West  Unity,  also'  did  carpentering  else- 
where, and  when  he  had  no  employment  in  that  line  he  continued  his  farm- 
ing, and  after  two  years  began  planting.  He  had  to  go  for  supplies  to  De- 
fiance, and  often  brought  grain  and  other  provisions  up  Bean  creek  in  ca- 
noes to  the  point  nearest  his  home,  whence  he  would  carry  them  on  his 
back  to  his  settlement.  Indian  trails  served  in  place  of  roads,  and  Mr. 
Martini  has  aided  in  cutting  various  roads  through  the  forest.  Game  of 
various  kinds,  including  deer,  supplied  the  settlers  with  meat,  and  many 
other  such  experiences  served  to>  impress  on  the  settlers  that  they  were 
on  the  frontier.  Mr.  Martin  at  one  time  owned  and  operated  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Of  this  he  afterward  sold  forty  acres,  but  has 
since  purchased  another  tract  across  the  road  from'  the  old  home  place,  and 
has  altogether  two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  which 
are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  There  are  good  dwellings  and  barns 
upon  each  place,  excellent  wells  and  all  the  improvements  and  conveniences 
which  are  found  upon  a model  farm.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of  grain, 
Mr.  Martin  also  raises  considerable  stock,  and  in  his  business  undertak- 
ings is  quite  successful. 

Before  leaving  his  native  State  he  on  July  11,  1843,  wedded  Miss  Mary 


240  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 

Mahan,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  December  4, 
1821.  She  shared  with  him  in  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer  life, 
and  by  her  capable  management  proved  of  great  assistance  to  him.  She 
died  June  23,  1883,  and  many  friends  beside  her  immediate  family  mourned 
her  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  had  seven  children:  Mrs.  Anna  M. 

Bailey,  who  has  one  daughter,  and  resides  in  Brady  township,  Williams 
county;  James  E.,  a farmer  of  Michigan,  who  married  Hannah  Fox,  and 
has  eight  children;  Mary,  who  resides  with  her  father;  Robert,  a farmer, 
and  living  in  Columbia,  Williams  county;  Clarkson,  who  is  single,  and  lives 
on  the  homestead;  Cassius  C.,  who  married  Blanche  Besancon,  and  also 
resides  at  the  homestead;  and  Jessie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
Mr.  Martin  is  a stanch  Republican,  has  filled  many  township  offices,  and 
served  as  trustee  for  eig'hteen  years.  His  long  continuance  in  this  office 
well  indicates  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  fel- 
low townsmen. 


CLARK  BACKUS. 

This  well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  has  been  a resident  of  that  county  since  pioneer 
days,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  agricultural  interests. 

Mr.  Backus  was  born  on  a farm  in  Hampton  township,  Windham 
county,  Connecticut,  January  17,  1820,  a son  of  Chester  and  Sarah  (Holt) 
Backus,  also  natives  of  that  State.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Calvin 
Backus.  Some  of  his  ancestors  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
his  father  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  Thomas  and  Edith  (Martin) 
Holt  (our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents)  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Con- 
necticut, and  were  farming  people.  Clark  Backus  is  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  three  children,  the  others  being:  Caroline,  who  married  Harris  Fletcher, 

and  died  in  Massachusetts;  and  Sarah,  who  married  J.  C.  Ladd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  the  mother  died  in  1893,  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-seven 
years;  she  was  taken  to  Vineland,  New  Jersey,  for  burial. 

His  father  dying  in  1831,  Clark  Backus  was  reared  by  his  widowed 
mother  upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Connecticut,  and  after  that  place  had  to 
be  sold  she  rented  land,  keeping  her  little  family  together  until  the  children 
started  out  in  life  for  themselves.  Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in 
his  native  State,  and  at  an  early  day  began  working  by  the  month  in  order 
to  help  support  the  family.  In  the  spring  of  1838  he  accompanied  an  uncle 
and  others  on  their  removal  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  which  at  that  time 
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still  formed  a part  of  Defiance  county,  and  most  of  the  land  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition.  Six  families  then  constituted  the  permanent  settlers 
then  residing  in  what  is  now  Bridgewater  township,  and  the  largest  tract 
of  improved  land  was  only  fifteen  acres  in  extent.  Mr.  Backus  has,  there- 
fore, witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of  the  county,  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  its  growth  and  prosperity.  Here  he  began  life 
with  a cash  capital  of  fifteen  dollars,  and  the  first  year  after  his  arrival  was 
employed  at  clearing  land,  for  which  he  received  twelve  dollars  per  month. 
He  then  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  credit,  paying  for  the  same  out  of 
his  wages,  and  as  he  found  opportunity  he  worked  upon  his  place.  Dur- 
ing those  early  days  he  suffered  considerably  from  ague,  which  was  cpfite 
common  among  the  settlers;  but  as  they  were  of  a hardy  class,  the  death 
rate  was  small.  Mr.  Backus  also  endured  the  other  hardships  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  pioneer  life,  and  for  supplies  had  to  go  as  far  as  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

After  his  marriage,  in  1843,  he  located  upon  his  forty-acre  tract,  which 
at  that  time  was  not  yet  paid  for;  in  1855  he  sold  this  place  and  removed 
to  Bridgewater  Center,  where  for  three  years  he  conducted  a small  store. 
In  connection  with  Mr.  Pittinger  he  then  built  a sawmill  near  Bridgewater, 
it  being  the  second  mill  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  it  was  patronized 
by  the  early  settlers  for  many  miles  around.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
purchased  Mr.  Pittinger's  interest,  and  after  conducting  it  alone  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  he  took  another  partner,  to  whom  he  subsequently  sold  the 
plant  after  twenty-two  years’  connection  therewith.  In  1867  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Bridgewater  township,  ad- 
joining the  village  of  Bridgewater.  At  that  time  only  forty  acres  had  been 
cleared,  and  a small  box  house  erected  thereon;  but  to-day  one  hundred 
acres  are  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  the  place  is  improved  with  a 
comfortable  residence  and  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings,  standing  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry. 

In  March,  1843,  Mr.  Backus  married  Miss  Susan  Herritage,  a native 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  Richard  and  Johanna 
(Bragington)  Herritage,  first  locating  at  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  whence 
they  came  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1841.  Here  her  father  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  farming,  though  in  his  native  land  he  had  followed, 
the  weaver’s  trade.  He  is  now  deceased.  His  children  were : John,  a 

brick  mason;  Mrs.  Eliza  McKinzy;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  J.  Strickland;  Emma, 
wife  of  J.  Madison;  Susan,  wife  of  our  subject;  Joseph,  who  died  when 
young;  James,  a resident  of  Kansas;  and  Amelia,  who'  died  when  young. 


242 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Backus  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Caroline, 

wife  of  David  Cook,  a farmer  of  Kansas;  Emma  E.,  wife  of  J.  Lantz,  a farmer 
and  speculator,  of  Williams  county;  Sarah,  wife  of  H.  Osborn,  an  engineer; 
C.  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead;  Orville  J.,  a far- 
mer; Leonard  C.,  a practicing  physician  of  Fayette,  Ohio;  Frank  M.,  post- 
master, township  clerk  and  notary  public,  of  Bridgewater;  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise  Mr.  Backus  formerly  supported 
the  Democratic  party,  but  at  the  present  time  he  is  a Populist.  For  many 
years  he  has  faithfully  served  his  township  in  some  official  capacity,  be- 
ing treasurer,  clerk  and  trustee,  and  in  1873  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner for  a term  of  three  years.  He  has  always  faithfully  discharged  every 
duty  devolving  upon  him,  whether  public  or  private,  is  a man  of  strict  in- 
tegrity and  sterling  worth,  and  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 


ENOCH  FARMER. 

Mr.  Farmer,  who  is  a banker  and  broker  of  Hicksville,  occupies  a con- 
spicuous place  among  the  typical  self-made  men  who  by  ability,  combined  with 
enterprise  and  force  of  character,  have  become  highly  prosperous,  and  have 
risen  to  positions  of  usefulness  and  honor. 

Our  subject  traces  the  Farmer  genealogy  back  three  generations  to  pa- 
ternal English  and  maternal  German  ancestry.  The  Farmer  family  that 
emigrated  from  England  to  this  country  settled  in  Surry  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, at  the  head  of  the  Yadkin  river.  There  one  of  their  number,  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  married  a 
Miss  Sugars,  a member  of  a family  that  had  also  made  that  place  their  home 
on  their  arrival  here  from  their  native  land,  Germany.  Mr.  Farmer  and  his 
wife  spent  the  whole  of  their  married  life  in  that  place,  and  there  died.  They 
had  a family,  of  which  their  son  Nathan  was  the  next  descendant  in  the  line 
under  consideration.  Mr.  Farmer  was  a planter  and  a resident  of  a slave 
State,  yet  he  never  owned  human  chattels. 

Nathan  Farmer  was  born  in  Surry  county,  North  Carolina,  and  in  his 
native  State  grew  to  manhood.  He  served  as  a soldier  of  the  Continental 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  the  close  of  that  struggle  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  North  Carolina  for  a number  of  years.  About  the  year 
1813  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  following  the  trail  of  the  noted 
pioneer,  Daniel  Boone,  and  purchased  a farm  near  Dayton,  Montgomery 
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county,  Ohio,  on  which  he  settled.  His  sons  then  attended  to  the  duties  of 
the  farm  while  he  pursued  his  trade,  that  of  a gunsmith,  and  making  that  his 
life  business  he  followed  it  until  he  was  quite  aged.  He  was  an  excellent 
mechanic  in  his  line,  and  with  a rifle  of  his  make  our  subject  has  shot  many 
a deer.  This  pioneer  couple  had  a family  of  six  children,  the  names  of  five 
of  whom  were  Enoch,  Nathan,  Catharine,  Levi  and  Elizabeth ; the  name 
of  the  sixth  child  cannot  be  obtained.  All  of  these  children  lived  to  adult 
years.  The  mother  of  the  family  died  at  the  home  in  Ohio,  and  after  her  death 
the  father  went  to  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  lived  with  a daughter,  where  he 
died  when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  They  were  honest,  God-fearing  people, 
and  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Enoch  Farmer,  son  of  Nathan,  enlisted  and  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  acting  as  a spy  or  scout  and  an  express  messenger  to  the 
army.  A thrilling  adventure  and  hair-breadth  escape  which  he  experienced 
during  this  service  not  only  shows  what  nerve  and  bravery  were  demanded 
for  it,  but  also  serves  to  make  manifest  the  hardships  and  dangers  through 
which  our  country  passed  in  its  transition  from  the  savage  wilds  of  the  New 
World  to  the  luxurious  homes  of  to-day.  While  encamped  on  Fox  river, 
forty  miles  west  of  Chicago,  then  a trading  post  and  fort,  he  had  set  out  on 
an  expedition  to  that  fort,  but  after  proceeding  twenty-five  miles  discovered 
horses,  and  as  they  drew  nearer,  seeing  they  were  saddled,  he  knew  Indians 
were  concealed  somewhere  in  the  grass.  After  stopping  to  examine  the 
priming  of  his  gun  and  holster  pistols,  he  retreated  to  the  army  with  all 
possible  speed,  the  Indians  hastening  in  pursuit ; but  he  succeeded  in  keep- 
ing in  advance  of  his  pursuers,  and  passed  into  the  army  lines  in  safety.  The 
gun  he  then  used — a flint-lock — has  been  used  by  our  subject  on  many  a hunt ; 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  made  by  the  grandfather  of  the  latter,  the  father 
of  this  soldier,  gives  it  additional  interest. 

Nathan  Farmer,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Surry  county, 
North  Carolina,  about  1796,  consequently  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  the  family  moved  to  Ohio.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Montgomery  county,  remaining  there  until  1829,  during 
which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Rodabaugh,  and 
taking  his  wife  to  the  home  place  they  remained  there  during  their  stay  in 
Ohio;  and  it  became  the  birthplace  of  their  family  of  five  children.  In  1829 
they  moved  to  a farm  consisting  of  prairie  land  located  in  the  western  part 
of  Indiana  on  the  Wabash  river,  near  Attica,  Warren  county.  That  entire 
section  was  then  virgin  land.  This  proved  but  a temporary  home,  however, 
as  illness  in  the  family,  and  family  afflictions  led  Mr.  Farmer  to  lose  all  interest 
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in  the  new  farm,  and  to  sadly  retrace  his  steps  to  the  old  home,  having  been 
called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  both  his  wife  and  mother.  His  family  then  num- 
bered four  children,  whose  names  were  as  follows : Adam,  Lydia,  Levina, 

and  Enoch.  He  was  afterward  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss  Sarah  Westerfield, 
and  to  this  union  six  children  were  born. 

In  October,  1833,  removed  his  family  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and 
settled  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Section  1,  on  a tract  of  primeval  forest 
land,  and  possessing  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  settler  of  the  new  town- 
ship his  name  was  duly  honored  and  made  memorable  by  the  name  afterward 
given  it — Farmer  township;  and  this  name  it  still  bears.  On  its  organization 
he  was  made  one  of  its  trustees,  in  which  capacity  he  served  many  years.  He 
remained  on  that  farm  until  he  had  cleared  forty  acres  of  it,  when  he  sold 
it  and  removed  to  a farm  comprising  eighty  acres  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Section  19,  and  eighty  acres  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Section  20,  in  the 
same  township.  This  tract  was  heavily  timbered  like  the  other,  and  with  the 
help  of  his  sons  he  cleared  and  improved  it.  After  his  removal  there  a stroke 
of  apoplexy  rendered  him  unable  to  continue  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
consequently  the  care  of  the  farm  devolved  upon  our  subject,  as  he  was  the 
eldest  son  at  home;  and  his  was  the  strong  arm  that  accomplished  the  greater 
part  of  the  heavy  labor  of  clearing  the  forest  wilds.  Later  the  father’s 
health  improved,  and  in  the  winter  of  1853-54  he  became  a pioneer  of  Howard 
county,  Iowa ; then  after  a residence  there  of  a few  years  he  went  to  Appa- 
noose county,  in  the  same  State ; but  after  remaining  there  about  a year  he 
returned  to  Howard  county,  where  he  staid  six  months,  and  then  left  Iowa 
and  took  up  pioneer  life  in  Minnesota,  making  his  home  in  Brown  county, 
sixteen  miles  west  of  New  Ulm.  He  spent  the  last  year  of  his  life  with  two 
of  his  children.  His  death  occurred  in  1872  at  his  home  in  Brown  county,  and 
he  was  buried  at  Iberia,  in  that  county.  Thus  during  the  years  of  his  earthly 
pilgrimage  he  had  passed  from  the  home  of  his  birth,  in  a mild  and  tem- 
perate clime,  to  the  northern  part  of  the  country — a section  extremely  cold — 
and  there  was  laid  to  rest. 

A pioneer  in  five  States,  he  was  a man  who  throughout  his  robust  man- 
hood was  well  fitted  to  endure  the  hardships  to  which  such  a life  subjected 
him.  Of  rugged  strength,  of  iron  and  steady  nerve,  he  wielded  the  rifle 
with  dexterity  and  precision;  in  fact,  was  a sure  rifle  shot,  and  as  he  took 
pleasure  in  the  hunt  and,  furthermore,  found  it  a lucrative  employment,  he 
made  it  one  of  his  chief  occupations,  frequently  hunting  in  the  interests  of  his 
neighbors  while  they  took  his  place  in  his  farm  work.  He  killed  thousands 
of  deer,  and  whatever  the  product  of  the  chase — whether  coon,  beaver,  deer 
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or  wolf — the  hide  of  the  animal  was  always  his  portion.  When  he  was  about 
fifty  years  of  age  he  united  with  the  Disciple  Church,  and  in  the  faith  of  that 
Church  he  died. 

Adam  Farmer,  the  eldest  son  of  Nathan  Farmer,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth 
Rodabaugh,  was  killed  by  lightning,  the  sad  event  occurring  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1896,  when  he  was  but  forty  rods  from  home,  riding  horseback  on 
the  public  road.  The  bolt  struck  him  just  back  of  his  ear,  and  tearing  the 
saddle  in  its  course  passed  through  the  horse,  killing  both  horse  and  rider 
instantly. 

Enoch  Farmer,  the  second  son  of  Nathan  Farmer,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth 
Rodabaugh,  was  born  near  Dayton,  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  April  29,  1828. 
Flis  mother’s  death  occurred  when  he  was  but  two  and  one-half  years  old; 
he  then  lived  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Adam  Rodabaugh,  near  Dayton, 
until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  there  attended  school.  On  May  1 1,  1839, 
he  joined  his  father  in  Williams  county,  and  remained  with  him  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  assisting  in  the  clearing  of  the  farm  as  he  grew  to 
manhood  years.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  still  continued  on  the  farm, 
but  began  working  for  himself,  receiving  ten  dollars  per  month  from  his 
father  for  one  year,  and  he  then  rented  the  home  farm  for  three  years.  On 
May  11,  1851,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Deardorff,  and 
November  18,  1853,  they  removed  from  the  old  homestead  to  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unbroken  timber  land  Mr.  Farmer  had  purchased 
in  that  township,  it  being  the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  30.  The  back- 
woods  life  of  that  early  day  was  attended  with  inevitable  hardships.  The 
extensive  growth  of  timber  kept  the  ground  too  wet,  their  first  dwelling  was 
a log  cabin,  and  life  there  was  in  no  way  to  be  compared  with  the  life  of  our 
present  modern  civilization  and  culture ; but  resolute  energy  and  unfailing 
ambition  prompted  the  arm  of  this  rugged  pioneer  to  his  daily  toil,  and  the 
little  cabin  home  held  out  its  own  attractions  as  each  evening  it  invited  to 
rest  and  repose. 

The  felling  of  the  reigning  monarchs  of  the  forest  and  the  clearing  of 
the  thick  virgin  growth  of  underbrush  progressed  until  the  owner  of  this 
tract  had  eighty-five  acres  of  it  cleared  and  put  under  a state  of  perfect  culti- 
vation. Though  not  a hunter  in  the  sense  his  father  was,  deer  to  the  number 
of  twenty  fell  by  his  hand.  By  selling  thirty  acres  of  his  farm  for  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  he  freed  himself  from  the  debt  incurred  in  its  purchase  for  eight 
hundred  dollars,  and  success  and  prosperity  attending  his  labors  he  subse- 
quently erected  modern  buildings.  At  the  present  time  (1898)  the  place, 
which  is  still  owned  by  Mr.  Farmer,  contains  two  residences  and  good  out- 
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buildings,  the  only  building  that  stands  as  a reminder  of  primitive  days 
being  an  old  log  stable.  He  preserves  as  a relic  a gourd  that  has  been  in  the 
family  for  two  hundred  years  or  more,  handed  down  from  one  generation  to 
another.  It  is  supposed  to  have  grown  in  North  Carolina.  It  holds  about  a 
pint  and  a half,  and  was  used  as  a receptacle  for  powder  many  years  by  his 
father,  to  whom  it  was  a gift  from  his  father.  It  is  still  perfectly  sound. 

While  living  in  that  township  Mr.  Farmer  carried  on  a loan  and  broker- 
age business  a number  of  years,  in  connection  with  his  rural  pursuits.  In 
1889,  needing  rest,  he  rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  Hicksville,  and  here 
continued  in  the  loan  and  brokerage  business.  He  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank,  which  was  merged  into  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Hicksville,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the  stockholders 
and  directors  of  the  latter  since  its  inauguration  in  1884.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  one  of  the  largest  stockholders,  and  still  makes  loans  and  buys  notes 
on  his  own  account. 

Mrs.  Farmer  died  February  16,  1875,  leaving  four  children,  namely: 
Edom,  who  died  when  nearly  twelve  years  of  age;  Hattie  I.  (Mrs.  Charles 
Walden),  residing  at  Walton,  Kansas;  Nora  E.  (Mrs.  George  Shepard), 
residing  at  Hicksville ; and  Howard  W.,  who  married  Miss  Effie  Overhalt ; 
he  was  a thoroughly  competent  dentist,  the  prospects  for  his  future  in  that 
direction  being  very  promising,  but  he  died  of  hip  disease  November  26,  1895. 
In  1876  Mr.  Farmer  was  again  married  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wanamaker  (nee  Acker),  a daughter  of  George  Acker.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farmer  is  a pleasant  modern  residence  located  on  lots 
201-2  High  street,  on  which  lots  Mr.  Farmer  has  built  two  fine  barns  and 
made  other  improvements.  An  active  and  energetic  man  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  life,  beginning  his  business  career  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
by  felling  the  forest  trees  with  an  axe  for  which  he  had  gone  in  debt,  such 
success  has  crowned  these  intervening  years  of  labor  that  he  is  now  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  his  section,  having  amassed  a fortune  of  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  consisting  of  four  farms,  four  properties  in  the  village,  bank 
stock,  notes,  mortgages,  etc. ; and  thus  is  prepared  to  pass  his  advancing 
and  declining  years  in  luxurious  rest.  In  politics  he  is  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  during  his  residence  in  Farmer  township  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  supervisor,  besides  rendering  other  official 
services. 

Mrs.  Farmer’s  parents,  George  and  Christina  (Snyder)  Acker,  were 
both  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  in 
that  State,  and  had  a family  of  five  children : Jerry,  Henry,  John,  Mary  A. 
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and  Susan.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1828,  and  in  1833  Mr.  Acker  wedded 
Catherine  Delp,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children  : George  D., 
Christian,  Daniel,  Andrew,  Sarah,  Savilla,  Margaret,  Thomas,  Ellen,  Wil- 
liam, and  Warren.  The  father,  who  was  a lifelong  carpenter  by  trade,  passed 
from  earth  October  9,  1868;  his  widow,  now  eighty-three  years  old,  is  still 
living  in  Fostoria,  Ohio.  Benjamin  Snyder,  Mrs.  Farmer’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  moved  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  in  1864  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The  great-grandfather,  Jacob 
Acker,  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Loyal  Judith,”  London,  which 
landed  September  25,  1732.  He  afterward  married  a Miss  Hiesler,  and  set- 
tled in  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  had  six  children,  all 
sons.  Henry,  the  younger  son  (Mrs.  Farmer’s  paternal  grandfather),  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Kuhns,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Mrs.  Farmer  was  born  September  15,  1826,  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 
where  she  lived  till  her  marriage  in  1847  t°  William  Wanamaker  (a  rela- 
tive of  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania),  and  she  and  her  hus- 
band then  took  up  their  residence  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  later,  in  1867, 
moving  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Wanamaker  died  the  same 
year.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Farmer  had  five  brothers  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  of  whom  John  was  killed  in  battle  before  Atlanta  July  22, 
1864,  and  George  D.,  who  now  lives  in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Virginia,  June  15,  1863.  Mrs. 
Farmer  is  a member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 


H.  CLAY  BURSON,  M.  D. 

This  successful  physician  and  surgeon  of  Grelton,  Henry  county,  is 
one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  profession,  but  his  prominence  is  by 
no  means  measured  by  his  years;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  won  a reputa- 
tion which  many  an  older  practitioner  might  well  envy,  especially  in  the  line 
of  surg-ery. 

Doctor  Burson  was  born  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  June  12,  1869,  a son 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Knouff)  Burson.  The  mother  died  in  that 
county,  February  21,  1896,  but  the  father  is  still  living.  Our  subject  is 
sixth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  seven  children — five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Doctor  Burson  began  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
©f  his  native  county,  and  later  attended  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Fayette, 
Ohio.  After  completing  His  literary  course,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
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medicine,  in  1888,  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  E.  W.  Schooley,  of  Wes- 
ton, Ohio,  and  took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Subsequently  he  took  the  Regular  course  at 
the  Toledo  Medical  College,  where  he  graduated  in  March,  1896.  In  1892 
he  had  located  in  Grelton,  Henry  county,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a large 
and  well-paying  practice. 

At  Grelton,  August  10,  1893,  Doctor  Burson  married  Miss  Carrie 
M.  Hoy,  who  was  born  September  9,  1873,  in  Harrison  township,  Henry 
county,  where  her  father,  Jacob  Hoy,  still  lives.  In  addition  to  his  prac- 
tice the  Doctor  was  formerly  a correspondent  of  several  of  the  leading  news- 
papers of  the  State,  including  the  “Cincinnati  Enquirer,”  and  others  of 
equal  prominence,  and  during  the  campaign  of  1896  he  wrote  many  able 
articles  on  the  free  coinage  of  silver.  In  August,  1890,  he  took  charge  of 
the  “Wood  County  Herald,”  published  at  Weston,  Ohio,  and  for  one  year 
ably  edited  that  journal.  At  present,  however,  he  gives  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  professional  duties,  and  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  calling 
is  meeting  with  excellent  success.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
while  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  taking  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  public  affairs.  In  the  campaign  of  1896-97  the  Doctor  took 
an  active  part,  his  voice  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  cause  being  heard  in 
various  parts  of  Henry  county.  On  September  25,  1897,  he  received  the 
nomination  for  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  was  duly  elected  thereto  No^ 
vember  10  following,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  incumbency  Sep- 
tember 5,  1898. 


BENJAMIN  BERNARD  DOWELL. 

This  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Hicksville,  is  joint  editor  and  propri- 
etor of  “The  News”  of  that  city,  and  his  ability  and  energy  have  done 
much  to  establish  the  popularity  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Dowell  is  of  Welsh  and  Irish  blood  through  his  paternal  ancestry, 
and  the  family  settled  in  Ohio  in  pioneer  times,  his  grandfather,  Rev.  Thomas 
Dowell,  a resident  of  Holmesville,  Holmes  county,  having  been  a promi- 
nent minister  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  early  days.  Wesley  Dowell,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  located  at  Hicksville  in  1848,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  there  as  a jeweler.  He  is  an 
expert  mechanic,  and  excels  in  fine  work,  such  as  the  making  and  repair- 
ing of  watches  and  clocks.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Frances 
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Elizabeth  Clemmer,  is  a member  of  an  old  Virginia  family,  of  French  and 
Irish  extraction. 

Mr.  Dowell  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Hicksville,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  became  connected  with  the  newspaper  business,  com- 
mencing with  the  somewhat  ubiquitous  position  of  “devil”  in  the  office  of 
“The  Hicksville  News.”  In  the  following  year  he  was  employed  as  a 
compositor  on  the  “Toledo  Blade,”  and  later  he  worked,  for  nine  months 
as  a journeyman  in  Kentucky.  He  then  returned  to  Hicksville,  and  for 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  identified  with  “The  News,”  in  which  he  owns 
a half  interest.  During  this  period  he  had  entire  charge  of  the  enterprise 
for  one  year,  about  1894. 

On  May  24,  1891,  Mr.  Dowell  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  A.  Ringer, 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  children:  Dixon  D.,  born  in  1892,  and  Thad- 

deus  D.,  born  in  1894.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowell  are  popular  in  social  life,  and 
the  latter  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Hicksville. 


CARLTON  S.  ROE. 

Mr.  Roe  is  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  “The  Press,”  of  Bryan,  Will- 
iams county,  the  oldest  newspaper  of  this  section,  and  his  ability  has  won 
wide  recognition  in  the  journalistic  field.  There  is  no  influence  more  po- 
tent in  a community  than  that  of  a well-conducted  newspaper,  and  “The 
Press”  under  Mr.  Roe’s  able  management  renders  effective  aid  to  the  cause 
of  progress. 

Mr.  Roe  was  born  June  27,  1864,  at  Buchanan,  Berrien  county,  Michi- 
gan, the  son  of  Rev.  William  M.  Roe,  a prominent  minister  of  the  Disciples’ 
Church,  and  his  wife,  Harriet  (Whitman),  both  of  whom  are  now  residing 
at  Buchanan.  The  Roe  family  is  of  Scotch-English  blood  and  has  been 
represented  in  America  for  about  four  generations,  its  members  having  re- 
sided chiefly  on  Long  Island,  New  York. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  secured  in  the  graded  schools  of  various 
cities,  two  years  being  spent  in  the  schools  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  in 
1882  he  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Dowagiac,  Michigan.  He 
taught  school  in  Cass  county,  Michigan,  for  about  a year,  and  then  he  went 
to  St.  Joseph,  Michigan,  and  devoted  two  years  to-  learning  the  jewelry 
and  watch-making  business.  This  occupation  did  not  prove  congenial, 
however,  and  in  1884  he  located  at  Bryan  and  began  reading  law  in  the 
office  of  H.  H.  Calvin,  Esq.,  then  mayor  of  that  city.  In  1888  Mr.  Roe 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  he  immediately  formed  a partnership  with  his 
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preceptor,  with  whom  he  continued  in  practice  for  one  year.  In  June, 
1889,  he  and  J.  H.  Letcher  purchased  the  plant  of  “The  Press,”  which  they 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Letcher  & Roe  until  March  1,  1896, 
with  Mr.  Roe  as  editor.  At  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  Mr.  Roe 
bought  Mr.  Letcher’s  interest,  and  he  has  since  continued  the  paper  as  sole 
proprietor.  “The  Press”  was  founded  in  1854,  and  is  now  a seven-column, 
eight-page  quarto,  with  a circulation  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  among 
the  best  people  of  this  section.  It  reflects  the  political  principles  of  its 
editor,  being  fearless  and  enthusiastic  in  the  support  of  the  Republican 
party.  The  machinery  is  run  by  water  power,  and  the  entire  plant  shows 
sound  business  management. 

In  1888  Mr.  Roe  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  Moore,  and  they  have 
two  children — a boy  and  girl — born  June  14,  1890,  and  September  17, 
1892,  respectively.  The  family  occupies  an  enviable  social  position,  and 
Mr.  Roe  is  identified  with  several  fraternal  orders,  including  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  F.  and  A.  M. 


JOHN  H.  HOCKMAN. 

This  well-known  member  of  the  Defiance  County  Bar  is  now  serving 
as  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  that  county.  It  is  seldom  that  a 
lawyer  achieves  so  marked  a success  in  as  short  a time  as  has  elapsed  since 
Mr.  Hockman  entered  the  profession,  and  the  ease  with  which  he  has  won 
recognition  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  his  fine  native  ability  had  been 
previously  developed  and  ripened  by  thorough  general  culture,  and  a wide 
experience  in  other  fields. 

Mr.  Hockman  is  a native  of  Tiffin  township.  Defiance  county,  having 
been  born  there  June  2,  1856.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Caroline  (Shepmire) 
Hockman,  were  both  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  about  1840. 
locating  in  Defiance  county,  where  the  father,  a most  industrious  and  frugal 
citizen,  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  also  engaged  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating land,  opening  up  two  or  three  farms.  He  died  in  March,  1870.  His 
widow,  who  is  still  living,  married  William  Rath,  a prominent  citizen  of  Tiffin 
township,  Defiance  county,  where  for  many  years  he  has  been  a justice  of 
the  peace. 

Judge  Hockman’s  abilities  were  shown  at  an  early  age  by  his  use  of 
every  available  opportunity  for  acquiring  an  education.  He  first  attended  the 
schools  of  Defiance,  then  after  a course  in  the  high  school  there  studied  for 
a time  in  the  high  school  at  Stryker,  Ohio,  and  in  the  university  at  Ada,  Ohio. 
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The  means  necessary  for  pursuing  this  extended  course  were  obtained  by 
teaching  in  the  intervals  of  study,  and  as  he  found  that  occupation  congenial 
he  engaged  in  it  regularly  when  his  school  days  ended.  From  1882  until 

1884  he  was  principal  of  the  schools  of  Evansport,  Ohio,  and  in  1884  and 

1885  he  held  the  same  position  at  Fayette,  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  He  then 
returned  to  Evansport,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  schools  there  until  1890. 
During  this  time  he  gained  a high  reputation  as  an  educator,  and  for  five  years 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  examiners  of  Defiance  county,  serving  as  presi- 
dent for  two  years  and  secretary  for  the  same  length  of  time.  From  1885 
to  1890  he  read  law  with  Harris  & Cameron,  and  while  thus  fitting  himself 
for  future  honors  he  was  elected,  in  1887,  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  served  until  1890.  In  June  of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  upon 
examination  before  the  supreme  court  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  began  to 
practice  at  Defiance,  continuing  alone  until  July  19,  1893,  when  a partner- 
ship was  formed  with  W.  H.  Hubbard.  As  a practitioner  he  makes  no  special- 
ties, and  his  clientage  extends  throughout  his  own  and  adjoining  counties. 
In  1894  he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  United  States  Federal  Courts, 
and  his  firm  has  cases  before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Successful 
as  an  advocate,  he  was  chosen  in  1896  to  another  branch  of  legal  work,  the 
judicial,  the  people  emphasizing  their  expression  of  confidence  in  him  by 
giving  a large  majority  as  probate  judge.  At  the  same  time  W.  H.  Hub- 
bard, his  partner,  was  elected  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Defi- 
ance county. 

Politically  a Democrat,  Judge  Hockman  has  for  the  past  five  years  been 
active  and  influential  in  the  leadership  of  the  local  organization.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  county  central  and  executive  committees  in  1891  and  1892, 
and  has  repeatedly  served  as  a delegate  to  Judicial,  State  and  Congressional 
Conventions.  As  a political  speaker  his  abilities  are  appreciated,  and  for  five 
years  his  services  have  been  in  demand,  thirty-six  speeches  having  been  made 
in  1896  under  the  auspices  of  various  committees.  In  local  affairs  of  a non- 
political nature  the  Judge  is  also  an  interested  worker.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  of  the  K.  of  P. 

Judge  Hockman  has  an  interesting  family,  and  resides  in  a large  and 
comfortable  house,  built  by  himself,  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  High  streets. 
Defiance.  He  was  married  June  8,  1883,  to  Miss  Clara  F.  Ackerman,  of 
Evansport,  daughter  of  Henry  F.  and  Clarissa  ( Mapes)  Ackerman.  Her 
ancestors  in  the  maternal  line  came  to  America  with  William  Penn.  Two 
children  bless  this  union:  Florence  L.,  born  September  14,  1885;  and  Port 

Ackerman,  born  November  16,  1888. 
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LEWIS  A.  BEILHARZ. 

Mr.  Beilharz,  who  is  a notary  public  at  Liberty  Center,  has  for  many 
years  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Henry 
county.  His  is  an  honorable  record  of  a conscientious  man,  who  by  his  upright 
life  has  won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  has 
rounded  the  Psalmist's  span  of  three-score  years  and  ten,  and,  although  the 
snows  of  several  winters  have  whitened  his  hair,  he  has  the  vigor  of  a much 
younger  man,  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet  in  his  prime. 

Mr.  Beilharz  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  27,  1825, 
whence  when  quite  young  he  was  taken  by  his  father,  Rev.  John  J.  Beilharz, 
to  Seneca  county.  New  York,  where  he  lived  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when 
the  family  came  to  Seneca  county,  this  State.  There  the  father  died.  In 
1842  our  subject  began  learning  the  printer’s  trade,  at  which  he  continued  to 
work  until  the  spring  of  1846,  when  he  entered  the  United  States  army  for 
service  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  at  the  front  from  June  of  that  year  until 
the  winter  of  1847-48. 

On  returning  to  civil  pursuits,  Mr.  Beilharz  followed  his  trade  in  Seneca 
county  most  of  the  time  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  in  1862  became  one  of  the 
publishers  of  the  “Tiffin  Advertiser,”  but  in  the  following  spring  he  sold  his 
interest  in  that  paper.  He  then  removed  to  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
lived  until  October,  1864,  when  once  more  he  decided  to  strike  a blow  in  de- 
fense of  his  country,  enlisting  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  serving  until  October,  1865,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  After  a year  spent  in  farming  in  Fulton  county,  he  returned 
to  Tiffin  in  the  fall  of  1866,  but  did  not  long  remain  in  that  city.  Subsequently 
he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Cleveland  for  several  months,  and  afterward 
worked  in  the  “Tribune”  office  at  Tiffin  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when  he  came 
to  Henry  county  and  purchased  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  which  he  still  owns 
and  operates.  It  comprises  ninety-five  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings. 

At  Republic,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  in  December,  1848,  Mr.  Beilharz  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Rundell,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  county,  New  York, 
May  5,  1832,  a daughter  of  William  Rundell,  who  died  in  Republic.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beilharz,  namely : Louisa,  who  married 
Robert  M.  Shaw,  and  died  in  Liberty  Center,  Henry  county;  one  daughter, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Frank  E.,  still  living. 
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Mr.  Beilharz  has  always  taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  has  acceptably  served  bis  fellow  citizens  as  township  assessor  three 
years ; as  constable  four  years  ; as  justice  of  the  peace  six  years  ; as  councilman 
six  years,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  mayor  of  Liberty  Center,  having  been 
elected  to  that  office  in  April,  1898.  Since  1894  be  has  also  been  notary  public. 
Both  bis  public  and  private  career  are  above  reproach  and  he  is  justly  ranked 
among  the  most  patriotic  and  loyal  citizens  of  the  county.  For  many  years 
he  has  held  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also 
a member  of  the  camp. 


JOHN  G.  WIELAND. 

This  leading  agriculturist  of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  has 
displayed  in  his  career  the  thrift  and  enterprise  which  characterize  our  Ger- 
man-born citizens,  and  his  success  is  the  reward  due  to  well-directed  effort. 

Born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  November  5,  1823,  Mr.  Wieland  is 
a son  of  Gottlieb  and  Frederika  (Dise)  Wieland,  who  came  to>  America  in 
1831,  and  made  their  home  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  where  their  re- 
maining years  were  spent.  This  worthy  couple  had  a family  of  ten  child- 
ren, only  two  of  whom  lived  to  mature  age.  Our  subject  was  eight  years 
old  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  his  youth  was  mainly  passed  upon 
his  father’s  farm  in  Erie  county,  New  York.  About  1850  be  decided  to 
seek  a home  for  himself  in  a newer  section,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  in  Defiance  county.  This  is  an  attractive  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements, his  buildings  being  commodious  and  comfortable.  As  a citi- 
zen he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  he  has  shown  his  public  spirit  in  many 
ways,  taking  part  in  various  progressive  movements.  He  has  been  es- 
pecially active  in  educational  affairs,  serving  for  some  time  as  clerk  of  the 
school  board,  and  he  has  also  held  office  for  four  years  as  township  trus- 
tee, and  for  three  years  as  supervisor. 

Mr.  Wieland  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Christine  Kurtz,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  viz. : John  A. ; 
Emma  L.,  who  married  William  Fritz,  and  died  in  Williams  county;  Sophia 
A.,  who  married  Henry  Shaffer,  and  died  in  Williams  county;  Barbara  M.,  in 
Defiance;  Lucinda  and  Wesley  J.,  in  Williams  county.  The  mother  of  this 
family  passed  to  the  unseen  life  December  9,  1861,  and  on  May  18,  1862,  Mr. 
Wieland  was  married  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Moon,  a native  of  that  township,  born  July  18,  1838.  Her  father,  Jacob  Moon, 
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was  born  in  Maryland,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Ann  Wiles,  was  a native  of  West  Virginia.  They  settled  in  what  is  now  Tiffin 
township,  Defiance  county,  early  in  the  ’30s,  and  both  died  there,  the  father 
on  May  3,  1887,  and  the  mother  on  April  8,  1896.  Mrs.  Wieland  was  the 
fifth  in  a family  of  eight  children — five  sons  and  three  daughters — and  she 
has  always  resided  in  the  same  township.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Wie- 
land has  had  six  children,  viz. : Eveline  E.,  wife  of  S.  B.  Figley;  Christopher 
B.,  who  married  Miss  Ada  Potter,  and  resides  in  Bryan,  Ohio;  George  B., 
who  married  Miss  Hattie  Pumphrey,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Spring- 
field  township,  Williams  county;  Hattie,  wife  of  John  Core,  of  Sherwood; 
Cora,  wife  of  Charles  Block,  of  Tiffin  township;  and  Fannie,  wife  of  Charles 
Mogg,  of  Washington  township.  Defiance  county. 


CALVIN  C.  YOUNG. 

Mr.  Young  is  one  of  the  old  and  honored  citizens  of  Liberty  Center, 
Henry  county.  Old  age  is  not  necessarily  a synonym  of  weakness  and  inactiv- 
ity. It  need  not  suggest,  as  a matter  of  course,  want  of  occupation  or  help- 
lessness. There  is  an  old  age  that  is  a benediction  to  all  that  come  in  contact 
with  it,  that  gives  out  of  its  richest  stores  of  learning  and  experience  as  years 
pass.  Such  is  the  life  of  Mr.  Young,  an  encouragement  to  his  associates  and 
an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation  to  the  coming  generations. 

Mr.  Young  was  born  March  31,  1825,  in  Scott,  Cortland  county,  New 
York,  of  which  State  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Cheney)  Young,  were 
also  natives,  the  former  horn  in  Rensselaer  county,  in  February,  1793,  the 
latter  in  Batavia,  in  April  of  the  same  year.  In  September,  1849,  they  emi- 
grated westward,  locating  in  Liberty  township,  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where 
both  died,  the  father  in  1871,  the  mother  in  1875.  Throughout  his  active 
business  life  the  father  followed  the  occupations  of  school  teacher,  carpenter, 
and  farmer.  Four  of  their  children  reached  adult  age,  namely:  Samantha, 
Fidelia,  Calvin  C.  and  Martin  C.,  hut  the  oldest  and  youngest  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Cort- 
land county,  New  York,  and  besides  becoming  familiar  with  agricultural 
pursuits  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  peddling 
goods  throughout  the  country  for  about  four  years.  On  January  4,  1844,  he 
married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Eldredge,  who  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  New 
York,  in  August,  1825,  and  died  in  Cortland  county,  that  State,  November  8, 
1847,  leaving  two  children:  Charles  O.,  who  died  October  27,  1869,  while 
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attending  the  Philadelphia  Medical  University;  and  George  D.,  who  died  in 
Liberty  Center,  Henry  county,  April  19,  1894.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
time  to  Esther  Ferguson,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  James ; by  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Burgess),  he  had  the  following:  Frederick,  Charles,  Clifford, 

Vida,  and  Grace. 

In  Cortland  county  Mr.  Young,  our  subject,  was  again  married,  February 
6,  1848,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Amanda  Eldredge,  who  was  born  in 
September,  1826,  and  was  a cousin  of  his  former  wife.  To  them  were  born 
eight  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows : ( 1 ) Julia  A.  married 

William  J.  Gasser,  and  died  in  Paulding,  Ohio ; they  had  four  children,  only  one 
of  whom  is  now  living,  Charles,  those  deceased  being  Nettie,  Minnie  and 
Eddie.  (2)  Jewett  O.  married  Tillie  Avery,  and  they  have  one  child,  Gurney. 
(3)  Dwight  C.  was  twice  married,  first  to  Ella  Hales,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  survives,  Dorr  D.,  those  deceased  being  Minnie,  Gertie 
and  Bessie;  for  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Sylvia  Jones,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Freddie.  (4)  Dorr  D.  died  in  infancy  at  Liberty  Center,  Ohio.  (5) 
Delia  A.  married  Charles  M.  Showman,  and  they  have  five  children — Cloise, 
Melville,  Meme,  Vinnie  and  Lucy.  (6)  Ward  W.  married  Della  Haag,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Eldon.  (7)  Lucy  A.  wedded  W.  N.  Ferguson,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Gale.  (8)  Cora  H.  married  A.  J.  Warner ; they  have  no  children. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Liberty  Center,  January  13,  1893,  and  on 
the  25th  of  the  following  October,  Mr.  Young  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  (Pinney) 
Geering,  widow  of  John  Geering. 

In  September,  1849,  Mr.  Young,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  came 
to  Henry  county  and  located  in  Section  36,  Liberty  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  To  that  tract  he  added 
forty  acres,  now  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  also  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Washington  township,  Henry  county,  which  he  improved,  but 
has  since  disposed  of  the  latter.  He  is  a progressive,  energetic  farmer,  thor- 
oughly versed  in  his  chosen  calling,  and  in  business  has  met  with  a well- 
deserved  success,  so  that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  community.  For  two  years  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Liberty  Center,  served  as  postmaster  for  some  time,  and  for  twenty 
years  was  station  agent,  resigning  his  position  at  the  end  of  that  period.  Early 
in  the  sixties  he  was  appointed  notary  public,  and  is  still  filling  that  position  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  has  taken  great  interest  in  promot- 
ing and  aiding  different  Churches,  and  cheerfully  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  general  good.  For  forty  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a charter  member 
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of  Liberty  Center  Lodge,  No.  518,  F.  and  A.  M.,  while  formerly  he  held  mem- 
bership in  Napoleon  Lodge,  No.  256. 


DAVID  F.  OPENLANDER. 

David  F.  Openlander,  the  well-known  and  popular  Mayor,  as  well  as 
a leading  attorney  of  Sherwood,  Ohio,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Defiance 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Delaware  township,  December  7,  1862. 

His  father,  the  late  John  G.  Openlander,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  the  New  World.  In  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Schwab,  also  a native  of  Germany, 
and  in  that  county  they  spent  several  years  of  their  married  life,  coming 
to  Defiance  county  in  i860  and  locating  in  Delaware  township,  where  the 
father  died  in  August,  1886. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family 
of  nine  children — seven  sons  and  two  daughters — and  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  which  now  lies  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Sherwood. 
During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality,  and  after  his  own  education  was  completed  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five  years.  From  1880  until  1886 
he  was  interested  in  the  life  and  fire  insurance,  loan  and  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Sherwood  and  vicinity,  and  for  the  following  two  years  was  em- 
ployed as  chief  clerk  by  the  Ohio  Construction  Company,  which  constructed 
the  C.  J.  & M.  R.  R.  After  leaving  their  employ  he  engaged  in  the  pen- 
sion business,  at  which  he  was  very  successful,  and.  had  a lucrative  practice, 
spending  his  leisure  time  in  reading  law,  until  1894,  when  he  entered  the 
School  of  Law,  connected  with  the  Ohio  State  University,  at  Columbus-, 
Ohio.  He  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1896,  and  has  since  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  practice  at  his  present  location.  He  is  still  quite  largely 
interested  in  real  estate,  and  as  a business  man  is  prompt,  energetic  and 
notably  reliable. 

The  rapid  advancement  of  his  native  town  is  due  more  to  his  energy 
and  personal  efforts  than  any  other  cause,  and  the  people  of  Sherwood 
appreciate  his  labors  in  a substantial  manner.  The  largest  and  most  promi- 
nent business  block  in  town,  known  as  the  Openlander  Block,  erected  by 
him  in  1892,  is  a lasting  memorial  to  his  untiring  energy  and  push.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  he  owns  more  dwellings  and  real  estate  than  any  other  citi- 
zen in  Sherwood.  Although  gifted  with  remarkable  business  capacity,  he 
is  not  incapable  of  appreciating  the  beauties  of  rural  life,  and  has  a fancy 
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for  farm  life,  which  culminated  in  the  purchase  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  farms  in  Mark  township,  where  he  may  be  found  during  spare  moments 
supervising  farm  work. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1898,  Mr.  Openlander  was  married  to  Miss 
Joanna  Fahy,  and  since  then  he  has  lived  with  his  estimable  wife  in  the 
large  and  commodious  residence  on  South  Main  street,  which  he  had  in 
readiness  for  the  occasion.  He  is  quiet  and  exclusive  in  manner,  and  con- 
ducts himself  with  a gentlemanly  deportment  which  has  won  for  him  a 
well-earned  respect  from  his  fellow  citizens. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Openlander  has  been  a stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  fellow 
citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  public  office, 
the  duties  of  which  he  has  performed  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  his  constituency.  Socially,  Mr.  Openlander  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 


L.  LAROY  THOMPSON. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  is  a wide-awake,  progressive  business  man  of 
Grelton,  Henry  county,  where  since  July,  1892,  he  has  successfully  en- 
gaged in  merchandising.  He  carries  a.  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  enjoys  a good  trade,  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  entire  community. 

In  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Thompson  was  born  January  4,  1854, 
a son  of  the  late  Uriah  Thompson,  who  died  in  that  county  June  29,  1888, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Caroline  (Brooks) 
Thompson,  is  still  living.  Our  subject  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their 
family  of  five  children — four  sons  and  one  daughter.  During  his  boyhood 
and  youth  he  obtained  a good  practical  education,  attending  both  the  com- 
mon and  the  high  schools  of  his  native  county.  His  training  at  farm  work 
was  also  quite  proficient,  and  he  continued  to  aid  his  father  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  home  farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  in  Morrow  county,  February  10,  1876, 
to  Miss  Mary  C.  Smith,  a native  of  that  county,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Jo-sie,  now  the  wife  of  Earl  D.  Shank; 

Leah  and  Leslie.  Leah  died  August  26,  1898,  aged  fourteen  years,  six 
months,  twenty-one  days.  In  October,  1879,  Mr.  Thompson  brought  his 
family  to  Henry  county,  and  until  his  removal  to  the  village  of  Grelton 
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in  July,  1892,  he  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Monroe 
township.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  popular  merchants,  and  has  made  many 
warm  friends  in  his  adopted  county.  He  has  efficiently  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  capacity  of  school  director.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  Gr el- 
ton  Lodge,  No.  239,  K.  P. 


ZENO  H.  MILLER. 

1 he  subject  of  this  sketch  has  done  more  to  promote  the  commercial  activ- 
ity, advance  the  general  welfare  and  secure  the  material  development  of  Sher- 
wood and  the  surrounding  section  of  Defiance  county,  than  probably  any  other 
individual.  As  a business  man  he  has  been  enterprising,  energetic  and  alwavs 
abreast  with  the  times,  and  has  been  rewarded  by  a comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  October  7,  1848,  and  in 
1853  was  taken  by  his  parents,  Elias  and  Rebecca  (Foose)  Miller,  to  Craw- 
ford county,  this  State,  where  the  family  lived  for  the  following  two  years. 
In  1855  they  came  to  Defiance  county  and  located  in  Delaware  township, 
where  the  mother  died  November  21,  1895.  The  children  of  the  family  are 
Johnson,  Emanuel,  Vincent,  Zeno  H.  and  Stewart. 

On  his  father’s  farm  Zeno  II.  Miller  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  only  nominally,  however.  During  early  life  he  taught  school  for 
two  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he  erected  the  first  house  built  in  Sher- 
wood, and  with  the  development  and  prosperity  of  that  village  he  has  since 
been  prominently  identified.  He  was  married  in  Delaware  township.  Defiance 
county,  March  31,  1876,  to  Miss  Alice  Roush,  daughter  of  George  and  Chris- 
tine Roush,  of  that  township,  where  her  father  died  December  1,  1881.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  has  been  born  a son,  Hollis  R. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Miller  located  in  Sherwood,  where  he  erected  a 
store  building,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  two  years,  his  store 
being  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  end  of  that  time.  A year  later  he  built  another 
business  block,  and  this  time  embarked  in  general  merchandising.  Erecting 
an  elevator  in  Sherwood  in  1879,  he  ^ias  since  given  his  attention  principally 
to  the  grain  trade,  and  handles  all  the  grain  brought  to  the  village.  He  is 
also  interested  in  the  hardware  business,  and  has  given  his  influence  to  all 
enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  place. 
Besides  his  property  in  Sherwood,  Mr.  Miller  owns  about  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
the  community. 
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Politically  Mr.  Miller  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  takes 
considerable  interest  in  local  politics.  He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Sherwood, 
has  held  the  offices  of  township  clerk  and  treasurer  for  Delaware  township 
for  several  years  each,  being  re-elected  to  the  last-named  in  the  spring  of 
1897;  has  also  served  as  school  director,  always  taking  an  active  interest 
in  educational  affairs.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  and  the  Patriotic  Sons  of  America. 
He  is  liberal,  contributing  to  the  support  of  Churches  and  all  objects  for  the 
good  of  his  fellow  men.  His  life  has  been  manly,  his  actions  sincere,  his 
manner  unaffected,  and  his  example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


REV.  GEORGE  W.  SELLERS. 

Residing  in  Section  36,  Center  township,  Williams  county,  is  Rev. 
G.  W.  Sellers.  He  is  not  only  engaged  in  farming,  but  also  devotes  much 
of  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  being  an  ordained  preacher  of  the 
Dunkard  Church.  He  was  born  near  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 3,  1853,  a son  of  Frederick  and  Hannah  (Shidler)  Sellers.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Frederick  Sellers,  Sr.,  a native  of  Germany,  brought  his 
family  to  America  in  1820,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Seneca  county. 

Frederick  Sellers,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1817,  and  was  there- 
fore but  three  years  old  when  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  the  New 
World.  In  Seneca  county  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  throughout  his  active 
business  career  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there,  making  his  home  in 
that  county  until  called  to  his  final  rest.  He  died,  however,  in  Wood 
county,  Ohio',  October  7,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  while  vis- 
iting one  of  his  children.  His  wife  survived  him  only  about  fourteen 
months,  dying  at  the  same  age.  I11  their  family  were  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Jacob  (who  died  while  serving  in  the  Union  army  at 

the  age  of  nineteen  years),  David  (who  also  served  in,  the  Union  army  as  a 
private  soldier),  Elizabeth,  Frederick,  Reuben,  George  W.,  Jesse,  Anna, 
and  Andrew. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Seneca  county,  George  W.  Sellers  passed 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  acquiring  a good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  After  his  marriage  he  remained  upon  the 
old  home  farm,  operating  it  for  four  years,  and  in  February,  1881,  came 
to  Williams  county.  In  Section  36,  Center  township,  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  good  improve- 


14 


266 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ments,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place 
testify  to  his  skill  and  ability  in  his  chosen  calling'. 

On  December  20,  1876,  in  Williams  county,  Mr.  Sellers  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Isabella  Brown,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  August 
29,  1855,  a daughter  of  Jacob  ami  Catherine  Brown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sel- 
lers have  four  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  O. 

V.,  February  27,  1883;  Lowell,  May  30,  1885;  Arthur  L.,  February  24,  1887; 
and  Edith,  March  25,  1890. 

Mr.  Sellers  takes  a deep  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  has  most 
efficiently  served  as  school  director  and  school  clerk.  On  October  25,  1885, 
he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  and  was  forwarded 
to  the  second  degree  October  2,  1887.  He  is  a man  of  thoughtful,  earnest 
purpose,  of  broad  charity  and  kindly  nature,  and  by  all  who  know  him  is 
held  in  the  highest  regard. 


JOSIAH  CULLER. 

One  of  the  most  prosperous  and  reliable  citizens  of  Hicksville  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  here  appears.  He 
owns  and  operates  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  His  home,  with  its  surround- 
ings, denotes  the  supervision  of  an  intelligent  farmer  and  capable  business 
man,  who>  at  the  same  time  has  proved  a useful  member  of  society,  and  one 
deserving  the  esteem  and  confidence  which  is  so  freely  accorded  him  by 
the  entire  community. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Culler  was  born  in  Stark  county,  July  10,  1821, 
a son  of  Joseph  Culler,  a farmer  by  occupation,  who  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  quite  young.  In  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  was  reared  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  the  spring  of  1849,  when  he  came  to  De- 
fiance county,  locating  on  the  farm  in  Section  5,  Flicksville  township,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  has  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  upon  the 
place,  and  made  many  other  useful  improvements  which  add  to'  its  value 
and  attractive  appearance. 

In  Stark  county,  Mr.  Culler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Ritter,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Malinda  A.,  deceased;  Barbara 

A.,  widow  of  Henry  Thornburg;  and  William  A.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  in  Hicksville  township,  August  26,  1876,  and  in  that 
township  Mr.  Culler  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  December 
13,  1879,  with  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bailey,  widow  of  Robert  Bailey,  by  whom  she 
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had  two  children:  Mary  E.  and  Dora.  Mrs.  Culler  was  born  in  Wayne 

county.  Ohio,  January  29,  1829,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  Bungard. 

Mr.  Culler  has  capably  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  township  trustee, 
and  was  assessor  of  Hicksville  township  for  five  years.  He  has  taken  a 
good  degree  of  interest  in  all  local  affairs,  is  a man  of  recognized  ability, 
and  with  his  amiable  wife  stands  high  in  the  community  where  they  have  so 
long  made  their  home.  In  the  United  Brethren  Church  they  hold  member- 
ship. Politically  Mr.  Culler  is  a Republican. 


MYRON  J.  SCHELL. 

Mr.  Schell,  who  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  “Hicksville  Weekly 
News,”  is  displaying  marked  ability  as  a journalist,  and  his  work  as  editor 
has  brought  added  popularity  to  that  excellent  paper.  It  is  an  eight-page, 
six-column  quarto,  established  in  1873,  and  was  leased  on  April  1,  1895,  by 
Mr.  Schell  in  partnership  with  B.  B.  Dowell,  the  latter  withdrawing  two 
years  later,  leaving  Mr.  Schell  sole  manager  and  publisher.  The  paper  takes 
independent  ground  upon  political  issues,  and  its  able  and  fearless  cham- 
pionship of  progress  in  all  lines  makes  it  popular  among  the  best  classes  of 
the  community. 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Schell  is  of  Holland-Dutch  descent,  but  his 
ancestors  came  to  America  at  a very  early  period,  locating"  in  New  York  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant.  They  established 
their  home  at  Albany  (then  called  Fort  Orange)  and  various  members  of 
the  family  intermarried  with  the  VanValkenburgs,  wealthy  patroons  of  that 
locality.  Both  families  owned  extensive  tracts  of  land,  and  were  also  con- 
nected with  large  brewing  interests.  Philip  J.  Schell,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Albany,  and  in  1838  came  west  with 
his  wife  and  family,  settling  in  Scipio  township,  Allen  county,  Indiana,  three 
miles  from  Hicksville,  purchasing  a section  and  a quarter  of  land.  Doctor 
Frank  VanValkenburg  Schell,  our  subject’s  father,  was  only  five  years  old 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Indiana,  and  as  the  schools  of  that  locality 
were  then  inferior,  he  returned  to  the  East  a few  years  later,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Albany,  graduating  from  a medical  college.  At  present  he  re- 
sides at  Camden,  Michigan,  where  lie  is  engaged  in  handling  proprietary 
medicines.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jennie  Reed,  is  a native  of 
Salem,  New  York,  and  a descendant  of  an  old  Scotch  family,  her  ances- 
tors having  settled  in  New  York  State  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  some  members  of  the  family  took  an  active  part. 
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Mr.  Schell  was  born  in  1862  at  the  old  homestead  in  Allen  county,  In- 
diana, and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroeville  and 
Fort  Wayne.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  became  interested  in  the  mill- 
ing trade,  but  after  working  about  four  years  at  that  occupation  he  gave  it 
up  to  take  a more  congenial  position  with  a mercantile  firm  in  Fort  Wayne. 
For  six  years  he  was  connected  with  a large  grocery  in  that  city,  in  the 
capacity  of  foreman.  Later  he  spent  a year  and  a half  as  exchange  clerk 
in  the  “Old”  National  Bank  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  on  leaving-  that  position 
he  became  a “drummer”  for  a wholesale  paper  and  stationery  establishment, 
with  which  he  was  connected  about  two  years.  He  then  formed  the  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Dowell,  leasing  the  plant  of  “The  News,”  and  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  to  that  publication.  Politically  Mr.  Schell  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  his  paper  takes  independent  ground  upon  all  the  issues  of  the  day. 

In  September,  1883,  Mr.  Schell  was  married  to  Miss  Claretta  E.  Dow- 
ell, and  they  have  had  four  children,  viz.:  Hattie,  born  July  15,  1886; 

Arthur,  January  9,  1890;  Marguerite,  November  21,  1893,  and  Fleda,  Aug- 
ust 7,  1895.  The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Christian  Church  at  Hicksville,  of  which  Mr.  Schell  is  a leading  member, 
and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  National  Union,  a mutual  benefit  associa- 
tion organized  on  social  lines. 


DAVID  T.  BURR. 

The  county  commissioner  of  Henry  county,  David  T.  Burr,  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Monroe  township,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  promoting  its  substantial  improvement  and  material  development.  An 
adopted  son  of  America,  his  loyalty  is  above  question,  and  his  labors  in  the 
interests  of  the  county  have  been  most  effective  and  beneficial. 

Mr.  Burr  was  born  March  18,  1835,  in  Alsace,  Germany  (then  a part  of 
France),  where  his  parents  spent  their  entire  lives,  dying  in  that  country. 
Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  but  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  old  home  and  friends,  and  sailed  for 
the  New  World.  On  reaching  the  shores  of  the  United  States  he  proceeded  to 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  by  the  year  at  farm  labor  until  February 
22,  1862,  when,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  he  removed  to  Henry  county. 
After  four  years  spent  in  Harrison  township,  he  came  to  Monroe  township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  exception  of  fourteen  years,  two 
of  which  were  spent  in  the  lumber  business  in  Huron  county  and  twelve  in 
the  same  business  in  Union  county,  Ohio.  In  1882  he  erected  a sawmill  at 
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Malinta,  Henry  county,  which  he  successfully  operated  until  1892,  but  since 
that  time  he  has  devoted  his  energies  principally  to  the  cultivation  of  his  home 
farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and  thirteen  and  one-half  acres  of  valuable  and 
well-improved  land.  His  elegant  residence  is  surrounded  by  good  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  the  whole  place  indicates  the  thrift  and  progressive  spirit 
of  the  owner. 

In  Tiffin,  Ohio,  December  10,  1857,  Mr.  Burr  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Betsy  A.  Switzer,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  has  nine 
children  living  and  three  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Burr  is  a member  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Since  attaining  his  majority 
he  has  adhered  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  to-day  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent representatives  living  in  Henry  county.  For  two  years  he  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  in  Monroe  township,  for  the  same  length  of  time  held  that  office 
in  Union  county,  and  has  been  school  director  fifteen  years — nine  in  Union 
county  and  six  in  Henry  county.  In  1892  he  was  first  elected  county  com- 
missioner in  the  latter  county,  and  has  since  served  in  that  responsible  position, 
being  chairman  of  the  board  for  three  years.  He  is  one  of  the  most  valued 
citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished  to  the  New  World,  is  a man  of  sterling 
worth  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  his  name  is  honorably  and  inseparably 
connected  with  the  history  of  Henry  county. 


DAVID  C.  MEEK. 

This  worthy  representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Hicksville 
township,  Defiance  county,  owns  a good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Section  12,  which  has  been  transformed  by  him  into  a highly-cultivated 
tract.  He  is  one  of  Ohio’s  native  sons,  having  been  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
January  1,  1824.  His  parents  were  James  and  Ann  (Cooper)  Meek,  the 
former  probably  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1801,  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  1798.  Both  died  in  Columbiana  county,  this  State,  the  father  in  1845,  the 
mother  in  1873  or  1874. 

David  C.  Meek  and  his  twin  brother,  Samuel  Meek,  of  Hicksville  town- 
ship, were  the  eldest  in  a family  of  fourteen  children,  and  were  three  years 
of  age  when  the  family  removed  from  Columbiana  county  to  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania.  After  seven  years  spent  in  that  State,  however,  they  returned 
to  Columbiana  county,  where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  remaining  upon 
the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-second  year.  Two  years  later 
he  went  to  California,  where  he  successfully  engaged  in  mining  for  four  years, 
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and  soon  after  his  return  to  Ohio  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Section  12, 
Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county.  He  did  not  remain  long  in  the  East, 
however,  returning  to  California  at  the  end  of  a year.  This  time  he  spent 
twelve  years  on  the  Pacific  slope,  and  met  with  fair  success  in  his  mining  opera- 
tions. Since  then  he  has  made  his  home  uninterruptedly  upon  his  present  farm, 
and  to  its  development  and  improvement  he  has  devoted  his  energies,  erecting 
thereon  good  and  substantial  buildings. 

In  Hicksville  township,  on  June  22,  1871,  Mr.  Meek  was  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  Jane  Beltz,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  December 
15,  1852,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five  children.  Her 
parents,  William  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Good)  Beltz,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  in  the  early  “sixties”  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  lo- 
cating in  Hicksville  township,  where  they  both  died,  the  father  in  1874  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1894,  when  sixty-five  years  old.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meek  have  been  born  three  children:  Eva  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  months:  Clement  O.,  born  July  23,  1873;  and  David  C.,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1884.  Of  these  Clement  was  married  August  31,  1897,  to  Lillie 
Barrows,  and  they  have  one  child,  Laura  Beatrice  Meek,  born  June  8,  1898. 
Clement  and  his  father  are  both  Republicans  in  politics. 

Samuel  Meek,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Irish  descent; 
his  wife  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  Samuel  Meek,  son 
of  the  above,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1765,  and  married  Elizabeth  Nichols.  Mrs.  Meek’s  grandfather,  Christopher 
Beltz,  and  his  wife,  Catherine  (Beck),  were  both  born  in  Pennsylvania;  he 
died  in  about  i860,  but  she  survived  him  several  years. 


WILLIAM  ZACHRICH. 

This  gentleman,  who  as  a skillful  farmer  and  carpenter,  and  contractor, 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Highland  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  for  some  years,  is  a native  of  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
born  February  6,  1850,  whence  when  only  two  years  old  he  was  taken  to 
Henry  county,  this  State,  by  his  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  Zachrich.  There 
the  father  died  in  April,  1895;  the  mother  is  still  living.  They  reared  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  second  in  the  order  of 
birth. 

On  the  home  farm  in  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  William  Zach- 
rich grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  On 
leaving  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  learning  the  carpenter’s 
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trade  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  to  that  occupation  he  devoted  his  attention 
exclusively  until  1887,  since  which  time  he  has  also'  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  married  in  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  April  6,  1874,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Bouer,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  November  3,  1856. 
Nine  children  bless  this  union,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Henry,  February  11,  1875;  Louise,  March  17,  1877;  Flora,  Aug- 

ust 27,  1879;  John,  December  22,  1881;  Kate,  August  20,  1884;  George, 
May  13,  1887;  William,  April  30,  1891;  Martin,  June  29,  1894;  and  Emma, 
January  3,  1897. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Zachrich  continued  to  reside 
in  Defiance,  and  then  located  on  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
in  Highland  township.  He  is  a progressive,  energetic  business  man,  and 
a public-spirited  citizen.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  for  several  years 
has  most  capably  served  as  township  trustee,  being"  re-elected  in  the  spring 
of  1895.  In  the  Lutheran  Church  he  holds  membership,  and  has  been  offi- 
cially connected  with  that  organization,  serving  as  trustee  and  director. 


DAVID  WISSLER. 

This  progressive  and  prosperous  agriculturist,  residing  in  Tiffin  township, 
Defiance  county,  is  proud  to  claim  Ohio  as  his  native  State,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Pickaway  county,  August  27,  1827.  His  parents,  John  and  Cathe- 
rine (Welty)  Wissler,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  later  coming  to  Defiance  county,  where  their 
last  years  were  spent,  their  home  being  in  Tiffin  township. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  nine  children,  our  subject  being 
fifth  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  was  about  six  years  old  when  the  family 
removed  to  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
has  since  continued  to  live.  After  his  marriage  he  began  housekeeping  upon 
his  present  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  which  have  been 
transformed  by  him  into  highly  cultivated  fields.  He  has  a good  residence, 
flanked  by  a substantial  barn,  and  the  various  other  outbuildings  required  by 
the  progressive  farmer.  As  a tiller  of  the  soil  he  is  thorough  and  skillful,  and 
has  been  uniformly  fortunate  in  his  investments.  At  one  time  he  owned  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  but  has  since  disposed  of  a portion  thereof. 

In  Bryan,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Wissler  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Martha  E.  Carr,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  this  State, 
September  1,  1833,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Creely)  Carr,  the 
former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  where  they 
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were  married.  Subsequently  they  removed  to  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  and 
in  1S35  located  on  a farm  in  Williams  county,  where  the  father  died.  The 
mother,  who  was  of  French-Huguenot  descent,  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
her  son  in  Knox  county,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Wissler  is  the  seventh  child  in  their 
family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity.  She  is  a 
highly  intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  a suc- 
cessful teacher.  Ten  children  have  been  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wissler,  four 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  John  F.,  Florence  M.  (now  the 
wife  of  John  Herriman,  of  Bryan,  Ohio),  Willis  W.,  Edward  G.,  Nora,  and 
Freeman  W.  In  religious  faith  the  parents  are  both  earnest  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  politically,  Mr.  Wissler  is  a Populist. 


CHARLES  F.  COLTER,  ESO. 

This  leading  citizen  of  Washington  township,  Defiance  county,  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  political  affairs  as  well  as  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  that  locality.  For  many  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  local 
Democratic  organization,  being  frequently  chosen  as  a delegate  to  conven- 
tions of  the  party.  He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  office  holder 
in  his  county,  as  he  has  been  continuously  “in  harness”  since  1865,  and  at 
present  he  is  serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Like  many  of  our  most  thrifty  and  enterprising  citizens,  Mr.  Goller  is 
of  German  blood,  his  parents,  Michael  and  Eva  B.  (Hitchelberger)  Goller, 
having  been  born  near  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  the  former  on  September  17, 
1795,  and  the  latter  on  February  25,  1799.  This  worthy  couple  were  mar- 
ried in  Wurtemberg,  and  resided  there  for  about  ten  years,  during  which 
time  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  an  expert  carpenter,  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  king  all  those  ten  years.  I11  1831  he  came  to  America  with  his  family, 
arriving  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  August  15th  of  that  year,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  settled  in  Medina  county  upon  a tract  of  twenty-seven  acres  of  wood- 
land, which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  while  following  his  trade.  About  1855 
he  spent  ten  months  in  Defiance  county,  and  in  1856  he  returned  there  to  make 
his  home  with  his  son  Jacob,  in  Washington  township,  where  he  died  July 
3,  1870.  His  wife  breathed  her  last  April  22,  1865,  at  the  old  home  in 
Medina  county.  They  had  eight  children:  Mary  (deceased),  George,  Jacob 
(born  in  Germany),  John  (deceased),  Louisa,  Catherine,  Charles  F.,  and 
Gottlob. 

Mr.  Goller  was  born  January  28,  1840,  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina 
county,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He 
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then  went  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  to  learn  the  wagon  maker’s  trade,  and  for 
some  time  after  completing  his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  worked  as  a jour- 
neyman there  and  in  Medina  and  Wayne  counties.  In  the  spring  of  1859 
he  settled  in  Defiance  county  and  on  November  25,  i860,  he  was  married  in 
the  town  of  Defiance  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Keller,  a daughter  of  George  Keller, 
one  of  the  earliest  residents  of  Washington  township.  The  young  couple 
established  their  home  at  the  present  farm  in  Section  18,  Washington  town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Goller  has  made  many  improvements  from  time  to  time, 
erecting  substantial  buildings,  and  bringing  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  is  also  prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Goller’s  political  activity  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  various  public  offices  to  which  he  has  been  elected  in  this  connec- 
tion since  1865,  he  has  served  for  three  years  as  a trustee  of  the  Orphans’ 
Home  in  Defiance  county;  has  been  school  director  for  thirty  consecutive 
years,  and  re-elected  for  three  years  more ; has  served  as  one  of  three  officers 
in  the  Farmers  Butter  and  Cheese  Company ; has  served  as  a director  in  the 
Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Association  for  eight  years,  and  seventeen  years  as 
agent  in  this  same  company ; was  elected  township  district  supervisor,  and 
served  as  supervisor  in  his  district  four  years ; has  been  guardian  of  two 
families  for  sixteen  years,  and  at  different  times  administrator  of  estates. 
He  is  now  serving  his  tenth  year  as  trustee  of  trust  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mrs.  Goller,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  August  24,  1844,  was  reared  in  Washington  township, 
Defiance  county,  her  parents  having  removed  there  in  1847.  Ten  children 
have  brightened  our  subject’s  home:  George  M.,  Charles  H.,  Laura  E.  (Mrs. 
E.  H.  Doud),  Robert  K.,  W.  G.,  Kinnie  E.  (Mrs.  Peter  Donzy),  Edward  D., 
John  W.,  Samuel  P.,  and  Eugenia. 


GEORGE  ROCK,  M.  D. 

This  well-known  physician  of  Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  is  a son  of 
William  Rock,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  Sarah  (Grei- 
ner) Rock,  a native  of  New  York.  The  home  of  the  parents  was  in  Crawford 
county  for  a number  of  years  prior  to  i860,  when  they  moved  to  Delaware 
township,  Defiance  county,  and  here  the  remainder  of  their  lives  was  passed. 

George  Rock  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  January  11,  1854.  Accom- 
panying his  parents  to  Delaware  township  when  a lad  of  six  years,  he  re- 
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ceived  his  elementary  education  at  that  place,  and  afterward  attended  the 
high  school  at  Defiance.  His  early  manhood  was  passed  in  mercantile 
life  in  Sherwood,  and  in  the  insurance  business;  but  having  resolved  to  pre- 
pare for  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  abandoned  these  pursuits  and  entered 
Miami  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  in  1887,  where  he  prosecuted  his  stu- 
dies that  year  and  the  following  one.  After  continuing  them  for  two  terms 
at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  he  was  matriculated  at  Toledo  Medi- 
cal College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1891.  Immedi- 
ately thereafter  he  located  in  Sherwood,  where  he  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Sherwood,  in  1875,  and  whose 
maiden  name  was  Amanda  Taylor,  died  soon  after  marriage.  Two1  years 
later  he  married  Margaret  Sausamon,  also  of  Sherwood,  and  a native  of 
Defiance  county.  They  have  one  daughter,  Emma. 

The  Doctor  is  an  enterprising  and  influential  citizen,  and  his  fellow 
townsmen  have  manifested  their  esteem  for  him  by  honoring  him  with 
various  offices  of  trust. 


JONATHAN  MARICEL. 

More  than  half  a century  has  passed  since  this  gentleman  arrived  in  Wil- 
liams county,  and  he  is  justly  numbered  among  her  honored  pioneers  and 
leading  citizens.  During  this  time  he  has  been  actively  identified  with  her 
agricultural  interests,  and  is  now  residing  in  Section  4,  Pulaski  township.  His 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  was  a wild  wooded  tract 
when  he  purchased  it  in  1848,  paying  for  the  same  about  five  hundred  dollars, 
but  his  arduous  labors  have  been  well  rewarded,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
best  and  most  attractive  farms  in  the  community. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Markel  was  born  January  1,  1825,  in  Pickaway 
county,  a son  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Stumpf)  Markel,  natives  of  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania.  In  connection  with  farming  the  father  also  fol- 
lowed carpentering  for  some  years  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  whither 
he  had  removed  in  an  early  day.  There  he  died  in  March,  1845, 
aged  sixty-two  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  residence  of 
her  daughter  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Eight  children  constituted  their  family,  namely : Amos,  Jacob, 

Margaret,  Mary,  Jonathan,  Hester,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

On  his  father's  farm  in  Pickaway  county,  Jonathan  Markel  continued  to 
reside  until  coming  to  Williams  county  in  the  spring  of  1845,  working  for  his 
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brother  Amos,  in  Jefferson  township,  three  seasons,  and  for  A.  W.  Boynton, 
at  Pulaski,  for  one  year.  In  1849  ^ie  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Pulaski 
township,  which  he  had  purchased  the  year  previous,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  gratifying  results.  In 
March,  1882,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  house  and  its  contents  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  but  has  since  erected  a pleasant  residence,  and  the  other  build- 
ings upon  the  place  are  in  harmony  therewith. 

On  July  4,  1849,  Mr.  Markel  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Clampitt, 
who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  May  8,  1825,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Beeson)  Clampitt,  both  natives  of  Guilford  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, the  former  born  May  21,  1803,  the  latter  on  June  12,  1804.  In  1840  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clampitt  came  to  Pulaski,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  of  blacksmithing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  2,  1854.  Sub- 
sequently his  wife  found  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject,  where  she  passed 
away  February  21,  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Sarah  J., 
David  A.,  Elizabeth  E.,  Edward  B.,  Benjamin  F.,  Mary,  Samantha  C.,  John 
W.  and  Jabez  B.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markel  have  reared  two  children,  namely : 
Sarah  E.  Boynton,  now  the  wife  of  Bartlett  Thompson ; and  Florence  Rose 
Leek,  wife  of  Sherman  Kelly. 

Politically  Mr.  Markel  is  a Republican,  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  have  elected  him  to  several  local  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  For  the  long  period  of  seventeen  years  he  creditably  served  as 
trustee  of  Pulaski  township,  and  for  six  years  was  infirmary  director.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  leading  and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Pulaski,  and  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  their  acquaintance.  For  almost  fifty  years  they  have  traveled  life’s 
journey  together,  sharing  with  each  other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity 
and  prosperity,  and  now  in  their  declining  days  they  are  surrounded  by  a host 
of  warm  friends  who  appreciate  their  sterling  worth. 


PHILIP  JOHNS. 

The  popular  and  efficient  postmaster  at  Foss,  Defiance  county,  Philip 
Johns,  of  whom  we  write,  is  one  of  our  leading  German-born  citizens,  and  his 
courage  and  patriotism  were  shown  in  early  manhood  by  gallant  service  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Rebellion. 

A native  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  he  was  born  there  March  25, 
1839,  and  when  about  four  years  old  came  with  his  parents,  Philip  J.  and 
Katharine  Johns,  to  this  country.  They  located  upon  a farm  in  Washtenaw 
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county,  Michigan,  and  both  died  there  a few  years  later,  leaving  our  subject 
to  make  his  own  way  in  life.  He  remained  in  the  same  locality  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen,  being  reared  upon  a farm,  and  he  then  began  to  learn  the 
mason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years.  When  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  he  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  the  government,  enlisting  on 
May  20,  1861,  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
three  months.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  returned  to  Michigan,  but  later 
went  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  “for  three  years  or  the  war.’’ 
He  saw  much  active  service,  taking  part  in  the  first  and  second  battles  of  Bull 
Run  and  other  engagements  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  while  on  duty 
in  Virginia  at  a place  called  Hill  Farm,  on  the  James  river,  he  was  slightly 
wounded  on  the  right  leg.  He  remained  with  his  regiment  as  long  as  there 
was  any  fighting  to  be  done,  and  on  his  return  to  Michigan  he  resumed  work 
at  his  trade. 

After  eight  months,  having  concluded  to  engage  in  farming,  he  purchased 
a tract  of  seventy  acres  in  Washtenaw  county.  He  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  about  a year,  when  he  sold  out  and  again  took  up  his  work  as  a mason. 
For  about  five  years  he  continued  this  business  in  Freedom  township,  Wash- 
tenaw county,  but,  having  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  home  there,  he 
removed  to  Adrian,  Michigan,  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  three  and  one-half 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  came  to  Defiance  and  found  employment  for  two 
years,  then  removing  to  Brunersburg  and  conducted  a saloon  some  eighteen 
months  while  following  his  trade  as  opportunity  offered.  He  next  located 
at  Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  continuing  his  trade  there  with  other  business, 
and  in  1882  he  traded  his  property  there  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  1,  Mark  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  The  land  was  covered  with  the  primitive  forest,  but  he  has  cleared 
and  improved  it,  erecting  good  buildings,  and  now  has  an  attractive  home- 
stead. 

On  August  18,  1865.  Mr.  Johns  was  married  in  Washtenaw  county, 
Michigan,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Lindensmith,  a native  of  Germany,  and  seven 
children  have  blessed  the  union,  viz. : Frederick  C.,  Charles  C.,  Franklin  V. 
(who  died  March  27,  1891,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one),  Albert  B.,  William  F., 
Edward  T.,  and  Clara  F.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  Johns  is  a leading  member.  He  takes  great  interest  in 
local  affairs  and  in  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  his  sympathies  being  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  the  main.  While  residing  in  Freedom  township, 
Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  six 
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years,  and  since  settling  at  his  present  home  he  has  served  in  that  position  for 
an  equal  length  of  time.  In  June,  1894,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Foss, 
and  has  since  held  this  office  without  interruption. 


JACOB  GARVER. 

Mr.  Garver  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Section  29, 
Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  the  land  of  which  has  been  brought  to  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  is  embellished  by  good  and  substantial  buildings.  He  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a prominent  family  of  Swiss  origin,  which  was  early  founded  in 
the  New  World.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Martin  Garver,  Sr.,  was  a native 
of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  born  March  29,  1764,  and  died  April  19, 
1850,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  when  past  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Martin  Garver,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the  fourth  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  a family  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity.  He 
was  born  in  1804,  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  reared,  and 
where  he  married  Susan  Shaffer,  who  was  also  a native  of  Fayette  county, 
born  in  1808.  In  the  fall  of  1829,  soon  after  their  marriage,  they  removed  to 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  com- 
ing to  Williams  county  in  the  fall  of  1853,  at  which  time  they  located  in  Wil- 
liams Center,  where  the  father  died  in  1864.  The  mother  spent  her  last  years 
in  Bryan,  dying  there  January  31,  1897.  Wherever  known  they  were  held  in 
high  regard,  and  made  many  warm  friends  in  Williams  county.  Their  family 
consisted  of  eight  children,  namely:  Jacob  (our  subject),  John,  George,  Anna, 
Mary,  Benjamin,  David  and  Martin  V. 

Jacob  Garver,  our  subject,  was  born  April  4,  1829,  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  therefore  but  six  months  old  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  aiding  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In 
August,  1851,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Garver,  who  was  born  August  16, 
1829,  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  Her 
father,  Joseph  Garver,  died  in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  parents  of  seven 
children : Franklin ; Jane,  who  married  Peter  Donze,  and  died  in  Pulaski  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  July  5,  1891;  Susan;  Alma,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Ada,  wife  of  William  F.  Musser;  Edward  and  Charles. 

In  May,  1852,  Mr.  Garver  removed  to  Williams  county,  and  located  in 
Williams  Center,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  the  spring  of 
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1864,  when  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Section  31,  Pulaski  township,  to  the  cul 
tivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  attention  for  four  years.  On  selling  out  he 
removed  to  Wauseon,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engag'ed  in  the  hardware 
trade  for  two  and  one-half  years,  returning  to  Williams  county  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  and  settling  upon  his  present  farm  in  Section  29,  Pulaski  town- 
ship. Aside  from  the  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  with  his 
brother  John  in  Williams  Center,  and  the  short  time  spent  in  Wauseon,  he 
has  always  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and,  being  a thorough 
and  systematic  farmer,  he  has  met  with  excellent  success.  Pie  has  efficiently 
served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  office  of  township  trustee  in  both  Center  and 
Pulaski  townships,  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  development 
and  progress  in  this  region.  At  the  age  of  forty-seven  years  he  united  with 
the  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and  is  now  one  of  its  consistent  and 
active  members. 


GEORGE  W.  FISHER. 

The  well-known  postmaster  of  Holgate,  Henry  county,  G.  W.  Fisher, 
needs  no  special  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  but  the  work  would 
be  incomplete  without  the  record  of  his  life.  No  man  in  the  place  has  been 
more  prominently  identified  with  its  public  affairs,  or  has  taken  a more  active 
part  in  its  upbuilding  and  progress. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fisher  was  born  April  19,  1837,  Muskingum 
county,  a son  of  Mathew  and  Susanna  (Mitchell)  Fisher,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  former  born  in  Allegheny  county.  During  pioneer  days  they  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  and  the  mother  died  in  Patterson,  Hardin  county,  in  April, 
1876,  the  father  in  Holgate,  on  October  13,  1896.  In  their  family  were  twelve 
children — eight  sons  and  four  daughters — our  subject  being  sixth  in  the  order 
of  birth. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  George  W.  Fisher  accompanied  a family  by  the 
name  of  Whitaker  on  their  removal  to  Polk  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  went  to  Deca- 
tur county,  that  State,  buying  there  a tract  of  land,  which  he  operated  until 
the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio.  Locating  near  Patterson,  in 
Hardin  county,  he  there  cleared  and  cultivated  a large  farm,  making  it  his 
home  for  eleven  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  village  of  Patterson;  there 
engaging  in  general  mechandising  for  about  eighteen  months,  after  which  he 
successfully  conducted  a grocery  store  until  his  place  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
This  proved  a very  serious  loss  to  him,  and  he  at  once  decided  to  leave  Pat- 
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terson.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  North  Baltimore,  Ohio, 
for  a few  months,  and  at  Deshler,  Henry  county,  he  found  employment  as 
porter  in  a hotel  for  a short  time.  Coming  to  Holgate  in  1881,  he  clerked  in 
a general  store  for  four  years,  and  during  that  time  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace,  a position  he  is  still  creditably  filling,  and  when  the  present  term  is 
completed  it  will  make  a period  of  fifteen  years. 

While  a resident  of  Polk  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Fisher  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline  Howey,  on  December  21,  1857.  She  was  born  in 
Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  June  13,  1837,  a daughter  of  John  and  Saloma 
(Barnes)  Howey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  have  become  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  namely:  Mary  D. ; Laura;  Calvin,  who  died  in  infancy;  Nora; 
William  S.,  who  died  in  Holgate,  February  18,  1888;  Ida;  Della  L. ; Burton 
A. ; Nellie  G. ; Avice  L. ; Harry  and  Lulu.  Of  this  family  the  daughters  have 
all  been  industrious  and  dutiful.  Mary  (who  was  a school  teacher),  Nora, 
Ida,  and  Avice  are  married  ; Della  and  Nellie  are  now  teaching  in  the  Holgate 
schools;  Laura,  who  was  her  father’s  assistant  in  the  postoffice  during  his 
term  as  postmaster,  is  now  clerk  in  the  postoffice  under  the  present  post- 
master at  Holgate,  and  occasionally  clerks  in  the  Llolgate  Commercial  Bank ; 
and  Lulu  is  attending  school,  with  the  expectation  of  graduating  this  year 
(1898).  Of  the  sons.  Burton  A.  enlisted  in  the  recent  war,  in  Company  C, 
Thirty-first  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  is  now  in  camp  at  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  and  Harry  is  an  all-round  busy  boy,  aiding  his  father  in  looking 
after  his  out-door  and  office  work. 

Mr.  Fisher  always  supports  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  that  party.  His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth 
and  ability,  have  elected  him  to  a number  of  official  positions,  including  that 
of  township  assessor,  in  which  he  served  for  nine  consecutive  years.  He  has 
also  been  a member  of  the  school  board  and  town  council,  and  December  16, 
1893,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Holgate,  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office 
February  1,  1894.  He  has  ever  proved  a popular  and  trustworthy  official, 
leaving  office  as  he  entered  it,  with  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community.  Since  1885  he  has  been  agent  for  the  Defiance  Land  Company, 
and  as  he  has  prospered  in  his  business  undertaking,  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
valuable  property  in  Holgate.  True  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  as  administrator  of  several  estates,  and  has  probably  done 
more  along  this  line  than  any  other  citizen  of  Henry  county.  Since  1868  he 
has  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  Forest  Camp,  No.  160,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Forest,  Ohio;  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  Holgate  Lodge,  No.  271,  K.  of  P.  Each  fall  Mr.  Fisher 


282 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


takes  an  extended  hunting  trip,  as  he  is  exceedingly  fond  of  that  sport  and  is 
an  excellent  marksman. 


HON.  HENRY  GEORGE  BAKER. 

This  leading  attorney  of  Defiance,  and  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  this  section,  is  a descendant  of  a well-known  family,  his  ancestors  having 
been  prominent  residents  of  Manchester,  England,  many  generations  ago. 

Our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  also  named  Henry  George  Baker,  was 
a shipowner  engaged  in  the  East  India  trade,  and  about  1733  he  went  with  his 
family  to  Rotterdam,  Holland,  where  his  death  occurred.  A son,  John  Henry 
Baker,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  succeeded  to  his  business  at  Rotterdam, 
but,  meeting  with  reverses,  he  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1839.  hoping 
to  find  a better  opportunity  here  to  retrieve  his  fortunes.  He  died  at  Glan- 
dorf,  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 

His  son,  Henry  George  Baker,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Holland,  receiving  a collegiate  education  in  Rotterdam,  and  for  some  years 
taught  school  in  his  native  land.  When  twenty  years  old  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  at  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  followed  suc- 
cessfully the  occupation  of  teaching  until  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  war. 
He  then  enlisted  at  Rochester  in  a New  York  regiment,  and  served  under 
General  Winfield  Scott  during  the  entire  war,  taking  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments from  the  battle  of  V era  Cruz  to  the  storming  of  Chapultepec.  At  the 
battle  of  Puebla  he  was  partially  deafened  by  the  bursting  of  a shell  very 
near  him,  and  this  infirmity  lasted  throughout  his  life.  It  prevented  him 
from  serving  in  the  Civil  war,  - although  he  assisted  in  recruiting  and  organ- 
izing a company  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war  he  returned  to  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Regina  Bugle,  daughter  of  John  Herman 
Bugle,  who  was  also  a native  of  Holland.  After  his  marriage  our  subject’s 
father  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  engaging  in  business  as  a merchant  tailor 
until  1857,  when  he  moved  to  Glandorf,  Putnam  county.  There  he  carried 
on  a general  mercantile  business  until  1867,  and  also  established  a pearl-ash 
factory,  which  was  the  largest  plant  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  It  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1867,  together  with  the  store  and  the  family  residence,  the  loss  being 
estimated  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Baker,  Sr.,  went 
to  Defiance  to  spend  his  remaining  years  in  retirement,  and  here  breathed  his 
last  in  1879.  He  was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  having  united  with 
that  faith  while  in  a hospital  in  Mexico,  where  he  was  cared  for  in  his  ill- 
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ness  by  Sisters  of  Charity,  the  unspoken  teachings  of  their  consecrated  lives 
affecting  him  even  more  than  their  doctrinal  belief.  He  left  a family  of  three 
children:  Cornelia,  wife  of  Bennett  Smith,  of  Defiance;  John  H. ; and  Henry 
George,  our  subject,  of  whose  life  we  will  now  give  a more  particular  account. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  September  22,  1857,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was 
educated  mainly  in  the  schools  of  Defiance.  His  business  abilities  were  mani- 
fested at  an  early  age,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  conducting  a gro- 
cery store  at  Defiance.  After  about  five  years  of  successful  work  in  this 
line,  the  store  was  burned  out,  and  he  then,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  began  the 
study  of  law  with  Hill  & Myers.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  on  examination 
before  the  supreme  court  at  Columbus,  in  January,  1881,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  engaged  in  practice  at  Defiance ; after  this  he  passed  two  or  three 
years  of  his  time  in  travel  and  observation  through  all  the  Western  States, 
and  Territories,  including  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  which  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  and  studying  the  various  conditions  in  the  laws,  manners 
and  customs  of  the  people  upon  our  Western  frontier  and  of  its  Mexican 
neighbors.  He  is  a man  of  pleasing  address,  exceedingly  urbane  and  cour- 
teous to  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and,  though  not  possessing  a 
classical  education,  he  impresses  himself  upon  strangers  as  a thoroughly  edu- 
cated man.  He  is  an  advocate  of  more  than  ordinary  power,  and  is  a natural 
orator.  Though  young  in  the  practice,  he  has  already  attained  a reputation 
as  one  of  the  best  lawyers  and  advocates  in  Northwestern  Ohio.  On  the  first 
of  January,  1897,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Hon.  W.  D.  Hill,  his  former 
preceptor,  and  the  firm  of  Hill  & Baker  now  enjoys  a lucrative  practice  at 
Defiance. 

It  is  conceded  by  everyone,  both  friends  and  political  opponents,  that 
in  every  public  position  he  has  filled  he  has  done  it  with  great  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  service  in  which  he  was  employed.  His  old-time  popularity 
in  Defiance  county  and  Northwestern  Ohio  has  more  than  returned  to  him 
and  wiped  out  the  sting  of  his  defeat  in  1894,  which  was  brought  about  by 
financial  failures  in  Ohio,  with  which  he  was  supposed  to  be  connected,  but 
in  which  he  was  really  not  interested  to  the  extent  of  a single  dollar.  In 
1896  his  friends  urged  him  to  be  a candidate  for  his  old  position,  probate 
judge,  but  he  declined.  His  subsequent  experience  has  shown  that  he  would 
have  been  elected  by  an  immense  majority,  but  his  law  practice  is  more  lucra- 
tive than  the  salary  of  that  office.  He  is  a man  of  untiring  energy,  and  of 
sleepless  vigilance  in  the  prosecution  of  his  business,  never  neglecting  a single 
detail  which  he  thinks  might  be  of  service  to  his  clients.  If  he  continues 
to  grow  in  reputation  and  usefulness  as  he  has  in  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
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he  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  the  State.  He 
is  not  actively  connected  with  Church  or  Society  affairs,  but  attends  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married,  September  12,  1881,  to  Miss  Lilian  M.  Steele, 
of  Henry  county,  a cousin  of  Chief  Justice  Waite.  Their  only  child  is 
Myrtle,  born  September  11,  1882.  The  family  have  their  home  in  a com- 
modious and  tasteful  residence,  built  by  Mr.  Baker  himself,  at  the  corner 
of  Wayne  and  Juliet  streets,  Defiance. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Baker's  influence  has  been  widely  recognized.  He 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  since  he  attained  his 
majority,  speaking  from  the  “stump”  in  every  campaign  up  to  the  present 
and  serving  every  year,  if  in  the  State,  as  a member  of  the  county  central 
and  executive  committees.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  was  elected  probate  judge 
by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a candidate  for  that  office  in  his  county.  His 
work  as  a commissioner  from  Ohio  to  the  World’s  Fair  at  Chicago  in  1893, 
to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Campbell,  should  be  specially 
noted.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education,  and  among  other 
duties  which  he  performed  with  characteristic  tact  and  skill  was  the  delivery 
of  an  address  of  welcome  to  the  Ohio  visitors  and  the  Ohio  “Colony”  in 
Chicago,  at  the  dedication  of  the  State  building  on  those  historic  grounds. 


HUGH  NELSON. 

Doubtless  many  of  our  readers  in  tracing  their  ancestral  lines  to  the 
point  where  uncertain  tradition  brings  their  researches  to  an  early  and  un- 
satisfactory close,  have  realized  the  value  to  future  generations  of  this  at- 
tempt to  preserve  in  substantial  form  the  information  yet  obtainable  con- 
cerning the  genealogies  of  our  citizens,  together  with  such  accounts  of  the 
men  and  women  of  to-day  as  will  serve  to  continue  the  record  for  posteri- 
ty’s use. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  resident  of  Hicksville,  Defi- 
ance county,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  Irish  family,  and  his  grandfather,  John 
Nelson,  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  between  the  years  1780  and  1790, 
locating  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers. 
He  died  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio;  his  wife,  Martha  (Harper),  died  in  Tus- 
carawas county,  Ohio ; leaving  a family  of  seven  children — six  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Hugh  Nelson,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1791  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
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in  1817  to  Mary  Wilson,  a native  of  Virginia.  About  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  bought  a tract  of  government  land  in  Rush  township,  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  covered  with  heavy 
timber  and  surrounded  by  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  His  first  cabin  was 
built  upon  an  Indian  trail,  and  the  Redmen  were  his  principal  neighbors. 
He  maintained  friendly  relations  with  them,  and  found  them  well-disposed 
toward  him,  although  at  times  when  he  was  away  from  home  they  amused 
themselves  by  frightening  his  wife  and  family,  laughing  heartily  at  the  dis- 
may their  appearance  caused.  With  the  help  of  his  sons  he  cleared  two 
hundred  acres  of  his  land,  making  a fine  homestead.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  but  he  became  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  at  its  organization.  He  was' one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  locality  in  his  day,  and  held  various  township  offices,  including  those 
of  trustee  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  his  later  years  he  did  effective  work  as  a local  preacher  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  from  the  first  his  home  was  open  for  the  use  of  itinerant 
ministers  for  their  services.  In  this  connection  an  amusing  story  has  been 
handed  down.  He  was  a very  industrious  man,  finding  time  in  the  inter- 
vals of  his  farm  labor  to  do  considerable  work  as  a blacksmith  and  shoemaker, 
and  as  there  were  no  calendars  in  those  days  he  made  a mistake  one  Sunday 
and,  thinking  it  Saturday,  began  to  work  upon  a pair  of  shoes.  Soon  a 
company  of  neighbors  arrived,  all  ready  for  the  religious  services  appointed 
for  the  day,  and  he  then  discovered  to  his  surprise  and  chagrin  that  he  had 
been  breaking  the  Sabbath.  The  implements  of  labor  were  laid  aside  amid 
painful  embarrassment,  and  the  services  were  held  as  usual. 

His  first  wife  died  January  3,  1853,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  six  months, 
and  twenty-six  days,  and  he  afterward  married  Anna  Vasbinder,  who  sur- 
vived him,  his  death  occurring  February  25,  1861,  at  the  homestead.  His 
remains  were  interred  beside  those  of  his  first  wife  in  the  burial  ground  at 
“Kennedy’s  meeting  house.”  He  had  eleven  children,  all  by  his  first  mar- 
riage, and  of  these  one  died  in  infancy,  unnamed.  The  others  were  Thomas 
(deceased),  John,  Jane,  Samuel  (deceased),  William,  Lavina  (deceased). 
Hugh  and  Mary  (twins),  Eliza  (deceased),  and  Elizabeth. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  on  May  8,  1831,  and  his  youth  was  spent 
at  the  old  home  in  Tuscarawas  county.  On  September  5,  1850,  he  was  mar- 
ried there  to  his  first  wife.  Miss  Lucinda  Davis,  and  for  two  years  he  re- 
sided at  the  homestead,  which  he  managed  for  his  father.  He  then  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  the  old  farm,  and  remained  there  until  September, 
1861,  when  he  removed  to  Newville  township,  De  Kalb  county,  Indiana, 
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and  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land.  This  he  brought  un- 
der cultivation  and,  having  erected  a log  house  and  frame  barn,  he  made  his 
home  there  until  1879.  During  this  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs,  and  was  a leading  spirit  in  the  Republican  organization,  being  chosen 
to  various  important  offices  in  the  township.  For  four  years  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  declining  a re-nomination  at  the  end  of  his  term,  and 
he  also  held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  as  such  was  given,  by  the 
laws  of  Indiana,  full  charge  of  all  the  finances  and  business  affairs  of  the 
township,  including  the  expenditures  for  educational  purposes.  In  1879 
he  removed  to  Hicksville,  and  after  conducting  a dry-goods  and  grocery 
business  for  some  time  he  sold  out  and  established  a bakery,  grocery,  and 
restaurant,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  seven  years.  In  1888  he 
retired  from  business. 

Ever  since  his  removal  to  Hicksville  he  has  continued  his  effective  work 
for  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  also  been  prominent  in  municipal  af- 
fairs, being  twice  elected  to  the  city  council,  in  which  at  this  writing  (1897) 
he  is  a leading  member.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  religious  work,  having 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  forty-five  years,  and  for  three 
years  past  he  has  been  a member  of  the  official  board  of  the  Church  at  Hicks- 
ville, while  for  some  time  he  held  the  office  of  steward  in  the  Church  in  De 
Kalb  county,  Indiana.  His  sympathies  are  always  on  the  side  of  progress, 
and  he  is  an  ardent  friend  to  all  undertakings  which  tend  to  the  elevation 
of  society.  Since  1872  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  been  initiated  at  Newville,  Indiana,  and  he  now  belongs  to 
Hicksville  Lodge,  No.  478,  at  Hicksville,  in  which  he  has  held  nearly  every 
official  position. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  had  six  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage,  and  his  de- 
scendants now  include  three  generations,  as  he  has  ten  grandchildren  and  a 
great-grandchild,  a boy  named  in  his  honor,  Walter  Hugh.  Of  his  child- 
ren, Ann  married  Walter  M.  Abel,  of  Concord  township,  De  Kalb  county, 
Indiana;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Wright,  of  Hicksville;  John  Fremont, 
a resident  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  married  (first)  Lavona  Culler,  and  after 
her  death  wedded  Nanny  Eddy;  Ella  married  W.  C.  Patterson,  of  St.  Jos- 
eph, Indiana;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  S.  A.  Kara,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana; 
Emma  married  Alton  Otis,  of  Davisburg,  Michigan,  and  died  March  1 1 , 1898. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  August  10,  1887,  her  remains  being  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  Hicksville.  In  November,  1888,  Mr.  Nelson  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Budd,  nee  Murray,  who  died  in  October,  1889,  leaving  no  child- 
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On  November  4,  1891,  he  married  Mrs.  Lucina  Lybarger,  nee  Wolfe, 
who  was  born  near  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Harriet  (McVey)  Wolfe.  Her  family  has  been  identified  with  that  lo- 
cality for  many  years,  and  her  grandfather,  Peter  Wolfe,  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812,  settled  there  at  an  early  day.  He  was  of  German  descent,  and 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Richmond,  who 
was  of  English  ancestry.  Mrs.  Nelson  now  cherishes  as  an  heirloom  a tall, 
old-fashioned  cabinet  clock  which  once  belonged  to  her  grandfather,  and  has 
been  in  the  family  for  more  than  eighty  years.  Her  father  was  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Knox  county  in  his  day,  being  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  banking  interests,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of 
the  bank  at  Danville.  Politically  he  was  an  old-line  Democrat,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  active  in  religious  work,  being  a member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 

Mrs.  Nelson  was  married  in  September,  1866,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  to 
her  first  husband,  Martin  H.  Lybarger,  and  soon  afterward  they  located  in 
Carryall  township,  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Lybarger  engaged  in 
farming  and  became  prominent  as  a citizen,  being  an  influential  member  of 
the  local  Democratic  organization.  He  was  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  478  at  Hicksville.  As  a business  man 
he  displayed  much  ability  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  Lebruary  18, 
1884,  he  left  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Of  the  two  child- 
ren of  this  marriage  the  elder,  Guilford  D.  Lybarger,  married  Elizabeth  Went- 
worth, and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three ; his  wife  still  survives  him.  He 
was  a most  promising  young  man,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  and  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Hicksville  Lodge.  His  child, 
Luree,  is  also  deceased.  The  younger  son,  Orley  Lybarger,  born  in  1880, 
now  resides  in  Hicksville  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson,  in  their  pleasant  home 
on  High  street,  but  conducts  a photograph  gallery  in  Auburn,  Indiana.  Mrs. 
Nelson,  like  her  husband,  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  she  takes  an 
active  interest  in  its  work. 


ALBERT  LARNSWORTH. 

Wherever  there  is  pioneer  work  to  be  done,  men  of  energy  and  ability 
are  required.  In  wresting  the  land  of  Defiance  county  from  its  native  wilder- 
ness ; in  fitting  it  for  the  habitation  of  men ; in  developing  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  few,  if  any,  have  contributed 
more  largely  than  has  Mr.  Larnsworth,  who  now  resides  in  Section  20,  Hicks- 
ville township,  and  it  is  meet  and  proper  that  for  the  arduous  and  important 
labor  he  has  performed  he  should  receive  due  reward. 
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Mr.  Farnsworth  was  born  March  14,  1830,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
a son  of  Oliver  and  Edna  (King)  Farnsworth,  natives  of  Vermont.  About 
1833  the  family  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  they  lived  for  three  years; 
then  came  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  here  the  father  worked  at  his  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner  for  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  brought  the 
family  to  Defiance  county,  and  located  in  Milford  township,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  December  24,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  and  one-half  years.  His  wife,  surviving  him  about 
six  years,  died  August  14,  1888,  aged  seventy-eight.  Thus  passed  away  two 
of  Defiance  county’s  honored  pioneers  and  highly  respected  citizens. 

Of  their  eleven  children  two  died  in  infancy  and  nine  reached  years  of 
maturity,  namely:  Jane  A.,  wife  of  Royal  L.  Taylor;  Albert,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Frank;  Ellen,  wife  of  Clement  Hulbert;  Eliza,  wife  of  J.  B. 
Martin;  Mary,  wife  of  Sumner  Johnson;  Nathan  E. ; Lucy,  wife  of  William 
Jackson;  and  Edna,  wife  of  S.  Myheoffer. 

Albert  Farnsworth  was  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
the  family  in  Defiance  county,  and  he  early  became  familiar  with  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  converting  the  wild  land  into  highly-cultivated  fields,  and  with 
other  pioneer  work.  Upon  the  home  farm  in  Milford  township  he  con- 
tined  to  reside  until  his  marriage,  and  during  his  youth  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming  until  1896.  He 
began  his  domestic  life  in  Milford  township,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1883,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Hicksville  township,  which  is 
pleasantly  situated  just  outside  the  village  of  Hicksville,  and  consists  of  seven- 
ty-seven acres  of  well-improved  and  highly-cultivated  land. 

On  August  30,  1854,  in  Milford  township,  Mr.  Farnsworth  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  A.  Martin,  a native  of  Vermont,  and  a daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Thankful  (Bolton)  Martin,  who  in  1853  removed  from  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  to  Milford  township,  Defiance  county.  Five  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Newell  A.;  Emma,  wife  of  Frank  Place;  War- 
ren A.;  Effie,  wife  of  F.  A.  Warner;  Charles  A.  The  mother  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  December  4,  1895.  In  Hicksville  township,  on 
October  8,  1896,  Mr.  Farnsworth  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Catherine  (Tracht)  Hilbert,  a daughter  of  Peter  Tracht,  and 
widow  of  Isaac  Hilbert. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Farnsworth  manifested  his  patriotism  by 
enlisting  in  August,  1862,  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three  years,  and  was  made  a non-commissioned 
officer.  After  one  year’s  service  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty  in  the  Engi- 
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neer  Corps.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  in  the  siege  of 
Knoxville^  as  well  as  in  several  skirmishes,  and  when  his  term  of  service  had 
expired  he  was  honorably  discharged.  His  experience  was  a remarkable 
one,  he  having  been  providentially  saved  from  guerilla  bullets  and  rope 
while  serving  as  recruiting  officer  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  organization 
of  colored  troops ; also  in  a successful  rescuing  of  three  comrades  from  a 
watery  grave,  taking  them  from  a wreck  in  a frail  skiff  in  Holston  river 
while  it  was  at  high  water  mark  and  covered  with  rapidly  boating  ice. 

While  living  in  Milford  township,  he  held  the  offices  of  township  trustee 
and  clerk,  but  has  never  cared  for  political  honors.  For  forty-eight  years 
he  has  been  a worthy  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  having  during 
that  time  served  as  class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
ten  successive  years,  and  he  still  continues  to  take  quite  an  active  part  in  all 
Church  work. 

As  an  honored  pioneer  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Defiance  county, 
he  is  deserving  of  prominent  mention  in  a work  of  this  character,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  representative  and  prominent  citizens 
of  this  section  of  the  State. 


WILLIAM  D.  HULL. 

The  present  township  trustee  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  Wil- 
liam D.  Hull,  our  subject,  was  born  May  15,  1864,  upon  the  farm  where  he 
still  continues  to  reside,  and  is  a son  of  Emanuel  and  Jane  (Osborn)  Hull, 
both  natives  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  1830,  the  latter 
in  1837.  They  were  married  in  Defiance  county,  and  soon  afterward  located 
upon  the  farm  in  Section  36,  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  called  from  this  life,  the  father  dying 
February  14,  1883,  the  mother  on  September  20,  1890.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  and  honored  citizens  of  the  community,  took  an  active 
part  in  local  affairs,  and  efficiently  served  in  some  township  offices. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of 
nine  children — seven  sons  and  two  daughters — and  throughout  life  he  has 
lived  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Section  36,  Adams  township,  Defiance  county. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  early  became  familiar  with  farm 
work  in  its  various  departments.  Choosing  that  vocation  as  a life  work,  he 
has  met  with  fair  success  in  his  undertakings.  His  farm  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 
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In  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  March  6,  1884,  Mr.  Hull  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Geitgey,  who  was  born  in  Noble  township,  Defi- 
ance county,  in  1863,  a daughter  of  the  late  Adam  Geitgey,  and  they  have 
seven  children,  namely:  Zepha  J.,  Alva  E.,  Myrtle  E.,  Franklin  W.,  Emma 
A.,  Alta  M.,  and  Ray  V. 

Mr.  Hull  is  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  a leader  in  local  political  matters.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  road 
supervisor  in  a most  satisfactory  manner,  and  in  the  spring  of  1896  was 
elected  trustee  of  Adams  township,  a position  he  is  now  filling  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 


HENRY  DIETRICK  BOKOP. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their  way  to 
success  through  difficulties  we  find  an  unconscious  recognition  of  the  in- 
trinsic worth  of  a character  which  will  not  only  stand  so  rough  a test,  but 
can  gain  new  strength  from  the  hard  discipline.  The  following  history 
sets  forth  briefly  the  steps  by  which  one  of  our  most  successful  business 
men  has  made  his  way  in  life,  notwithstanding  obstacles,  and  it  cannot  fail 
to  be  a source  of  encouragement  to  any  aspiring  youth. 

Mr.  Bokop,  who  is  now  a leading  citizen  of  Defiance,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1854,  at  Graue,  Hanover,  Germany,  the  son  of  John  D.  Bokop, 
an  agriculturist  of  that  locality.  After  securing  a practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  Mr.  Bokop,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  came  to 
the  United  States  to  seek  his  fortune,  coming  straight  to  Defiance,  working 
on  a farm  for  three  years,  then  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  1877  he  took  the  position  of  foreman  of 
the  blacksmith  department  of  the  Turnbull  Wagon  Works.  In  1882  he 
established  a shop  of  his  own,  starting  a general  repair  shop,  which,  a few 
years  later,  developed  into  a first-class  carriage  factory.  He  is  a natural 
organizer,  and  in  addition  to  the  business  mentioned  he  has  given  his  at- 
tention to  several  other  enterprises,  all  of  which  have  proved  profitable. 

In  1892  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Defiance  Box  Co.,  of  which  he 
was  elected  general  manager,  and  under  his  direction  the  business  attained 
marked  growth.  In  1896  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  New  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  This  company  was  duly  organized,  and  had  a most  promising  out- 
look. Then  in  1897,  through  his  efforts,  these  two  companies  were  merged 
into  one,  and  Mr.  Bokop  was  elected  general  manager  of  the  entire  plant, 
which  now  employs  over  one  hundred  hands. 
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He  began  his  business  adventures  as  an  inventor,  placing  before  the 
people  a tire  setter  and  cooler,  known  as  “The  Bokop  Tire  Setter  and  Cool- 
er.” This  device  has  been  a very  useful  invention,  is  a great  labor-saving 
device  for  blacksmiths  generally,  and  has  been  sold  in  nearly  every  country 
in  the  world.  It  was  in  this  invention  that  Mr.  Bokop  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  business  success. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bokop  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected  to 
the  city  council  from  the  First  ward;  re-elected  in  1894;  served  the  city 
four  years,  and  during  the  last  year  of  the  four  he  was  president  of  the 
council.  In  1877  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  M.  Martin,  of  Defiance, 
and  two  children  have  been  horn  to  this  union : Clara  and  Frederick. 


JOHN  C.  GRIM. 

The  official  surveyor  of  Williams  county,  J.  C.  Grim,  has  won  a high 
standing  in  professional  circles,  his  reputation  for  skill  and  accuracy  extending 
far  beyond  local  limits,  while  as  a citizen  he  is  deservedly  popular,  his  ability 
and  high  character  having  gained  the  esteem  of  all  classes  in  the  community. 

A native  of  Williams  county,  Mr.  Grim  was  born  at  Bryan  July  14,  1857, 
and  his  family  has  been  identified  with  this  State  from  an  early  period.  His 
father,  Joseph  S.  Grim  (now  deceased),  was  born  in  Stark  county,  and  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Allison  Cairns,  a native  of  Scotland.  Soon  afterward 
he  removed  to  Pulaski,  Williams  county,  where  he  resided  until  1864,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Bryan.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  as  a wagon  maker,  and  was  highly  respected  by  his 
associates.  Early  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  with  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  in  December  of  that  year  he 
met  a soldier’s  death  at  Honey  Hill,  South  Carolina.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  many  years,  her  death  occurring  May  5,  1891,  in  Pulaski,  Williams  county. 
They  had  five  children,  viz. : Martha,  Margaret  (who  died  in  Bryan,  August 
29,  1889),  John  C.,  Andrew  (who  died  in  childhood),  and  Francis. 

Mr.  Grim’s  education  was  begun  in  the  common  schools  of  Pulaski, 
which  he  attended  for  some  time  in  the  winter  only,  the  summers  being 
spent  in  farm  work.  For  two  years  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  a 
general  store  in  that  town,  and  in  1881  he  began  the  study  of  surveying 
with  James  Paul,  of  Bryan.  His  talent  in  this  direction  was  so  decided 
that  he  made  rapid  progress,  and  he  established  himself  in  business  readily 
as  a surveyor  and  civil  engineer.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  surveyor  of  Williams  county  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  from 
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June,  1889,  to  September,  1898,  he  served  continuously  in  that  position. 
Duiing  this  period  he  lias  also  been  employed  by  the  Ohio  State  Canal 
Commissioners  as  a draughtsman,  and  the  duties  of  that  position  were  ful- 
filled with  his  characteristic  thoroughness  and  fidelity.  He  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  all  the  questions  of  the  day  and  is  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
being  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Republican  organization  in  his 
county. 

On  April  7,  1886,  Mr.  Grim  married  Miss  Myrtle  Lockhart,  daughter 
of  Clark  and  Martha  (Towers)  Lockhart.  Her  father  died  some  years  ago 
in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  her  mother  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Scott, 
of  Springfield  township,  \\  llliams  county.  Mr.  Grim  and  his  wife  have 
had  three  children,  viz. : Florence  E.,  Ruth,  and  Leland.  Socially  the  family 
is  prominent,  and  Mr.  Grim  is  connected  with  various  fraternal  bodies, 
including  Bryan  Lodge,  No.  215,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Bryan  Chapter,  No. 
45,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 


PROFESSOR  GEORGE  W.  DUSTIN. 

Although  this  gentleman  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  Sher- 
wood, Defiance  county,  but  a comparatively  short  time,  he  is  honored  with 
a prominent  place  among  its  leading  and  valued  citizens. 

The  late  Samuel  Dustin  was  a Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  born  in  West- 
moreland county.  As  a life  companion  he  wedded  Miss  Catharine  Zeigler,  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  here  they  resided  during  the  early  part  of 
their  married  life,  but  later  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Williams  county,  this  State, 
where  Mr.  Dustin  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agriculture.  They  had 
eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters — George  W.  being  the  second 
in  the  order  of  birth.  The  father  departed  this  life  May  19,  1892  ; the  widowed 
mother  still  survives. 

George  W.  Dustin  was  born  in  the  Williams  county  home,  July  12,  1848, 
and  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farm.  He  obtained  the  foundation  of  a good 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  later  completed  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Normal  College  at  Bryan,  graduating  in  1872.  Prior 
to  that,  in  1868,  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Williams  county,  and  on  his  gradu- 
ation from  college  received  the  compliment  of  an  appointment  to  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  public  schools  at  Montpelier.  After  filling  this  position  for 
more  than  three  years,  he  taught  at  Farmer  Center,  Defiance  county,  six 
years,  when  he  was  chosen  principal  of  the  schools  at  Butler,  Indiana,  and 
accepting  the  position,  was  there  one  year. 
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On  November  14,  1875,  Professor  Dustin  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Esther  A.  Poast,  a daughter  of  the  late  John  and  Catherine  (Rodkey) 
Poast  of  Williams  county.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children — four  sons 
and  six  daughters — Mrs.  Dustin  being  the  sixth  child.  Her  native  place  is 
Bryan,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  May  19,  1852.  The  home  in  Williams 
county  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  the  father  December  15,  1862,  and  after 
a long  period  of  widowhood  the  mother  passed  away,  at  Bryan,  February 
24,  1897. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Dustin  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Carmie  A.,  Winnie  A.  (deceased  in  infancy),  Vena  A.,  and 

Loyal  A.  In  1892.  the  Professor  accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Sherwood 
public  school,  which  numbers  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  regular  pupils, 
bringing  to  the  work,  in  addition  to  a well-furnished  and  cultivated  mind, 
an  experience  of  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  of  continuous  engagement  in 
the  labors  of  his  vocation.  Possessing  a just  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  a 
liberal  education,  as  also  a love  for  literary  pursuits,  he  gives  assiduous  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  calling  as  instructor  of  youth,  with  fruitful  results; 
and,  in  addition  to  these  labors,  he  has  served  on  the  county  board  of  school 
examiners  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  was  reappointed  August  30,  1898, 
for  a second  term  of  three  years. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  Church  work.  The  former  has  interested  himself  largely 
in  Sunday-school  work  and  has  been  superintendent  of  several  Sunday-schools. 
A man  of  ability  in  his  calling,  his  position  is  one  of  influence,  and  he  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  the  community. 


DANIEL  DEEMER. 

Mr.  Deemer,  who  is  treasurer  of  Williams  county,  is  a man  whose 
ability,  integrity,  and  public  spirit  have  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  in  an  unusual  degree.  Although  his  county  is  normally  Demo- 
cratic by  about  three  hundred  votes,  he  was  chosen  to  his  present  responsible 
office  in  1896  by  a majority  of  six  hundred,  showing  his  popularity  among 
all  classes  and  parties. 

Mr.  Deemer  comes  of  honorable  ancestry,  his  great-grandfather,  John 
Deemer,  a native  of  France,  having  volunteered  as  a soldier  in  the  Amer- 
ican Revolutionary  army  under  General  Lafayette,  with  whom  he  came  to 
this  country.  After  doing  gallant  service  in  the  struggle  for  American 
independence,  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Philip  Deemer,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  Mercer  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  an  early  day  located  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  his 
remaining  years  being  spent  in  farming  about  four  miles  northeast  of  New 
Lisbon.  His  wife,  Rosanna  (Stacher),  who  also  died  near  New  Lisbon,  was 
of  German  descent,  but  her  ancestors  had  been  residents  of  Pennsylvania  for 
many  years. 

John  Deemer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  November  12,  1827, 
at  the  old  homestead  near  New  Lisbon,  and  on  arriving  at  manhood  he 
engaged  in  business  in  the  town  of  Columbiana  as  a brick  manufacturer  and 
broom  maker.  Later  he  carried  on  a hardware  business  there,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  a leading  citizen  of  the  place.  On  January  1,  1852,  he  was 
married  in  Williams  county,  nine  miles  northeast  of  Bryan,  to  Miss  Martha 
Bushong,  who  died  in  Columbiana  March  12,  1871.  He  afterward  married 
a second  wife,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Columbiana  May  28,  1875.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  as  was  also  his  first  wife,  both  being 
devout  members  of  the  Church  at  Columbiana.  He  had  three  children,  who 
lived  to  mature  age,  all  by  his  first  marriage : William  M.,  a resident  of 

Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  is  a farmer,  and  is  also  interested  in 
business  as  a tinner.  Jacob  Edward,  who  resides  at  Pueblo,  Colorado,  is 
the  manager  for  a large  grocery  company. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Columbiana,  June  29,  1862,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  schools  of  that  town.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  worked  for  some  time  at  farming,  saving  his  earnings 
in  order  to  secure  better  school  privileges.  By  this  means  he  managed  to 
pay  his  way  at  the  normal  school  at  Fayette,  Ohio,  for  two  years,  and  later 
for  three  years  he  attended  the  Northwestern  Normal  and  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute, at  Wauseon,  Ohio,  the  necessary  funds  being  obtained  by  teaching.  After 
completing  his  course  in  the  latter  institution  he  continued  his  teaching  for 
a time,  making  eleven  terms  in  all,  and  during  the  last  two  years  he  spent 
his  spare  time  in  reading  law.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  United 
States  Census  Office  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  May, 
1893,  and  the  following  summer  he  spent  in  Elizabethton,  East  Tennessee. 

On  the  day  previous  to  election  he  returned  to  Williams  county,  and 
settled  upon  a farm  in  Jefferson  township,  of  which  he  became  the  owner 
in  1889.  The  care  of  this  estate  has  occupied  his  attention  largely,  but  he 
finds  time  to  participate  actively  in  all  local  movements  of  importance  and 
especially  in  political  affairs.  From  his  youth  he  has  been  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  his  sound  judgment  has  caused  his 
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advice  to  be  sought  in  the  councils  of  the  party.  For  seven  years  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  county  executive  and  central  committees,  and  on  August 
31,  1895,  he  was  nominated  by  the  county  convention  against  four  other  prom- 
inent and  popular  candidates,  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  with  the  result 
stated  above,  and  since  November  5,  1895,  he  has  filled  the  position  with 
characteristic  skill  and  fidelity. 

On  June  25,  1891,  Mr.  Deemer  was  married  to  Miss  Blanche  Brown, 
a native  of  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  and  a daughter  of  Abner 
K.  and  Amanda  (Bollinger)  Brown,  prominent  residents  of  that  locality. 


J.  F.  RAKER. 

This  retired  educator,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  now  a progressive 
agriculturist  residing  on  Section  30,  Swan  Creek  township,  Fulton  county,  is 
a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Fairfield  county,  October  10,  1843. 

Martin  Raker,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
whence  at  an  early  day  he  came  to  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
farming,  and  died  in  Swan  Creek  township  in  1864.  Of  his  children,  Martin, 
Jr.,  the  father  of  J.  F.,  was  also  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  in  1846  he 
moved  to  Fulton  county.  He  married  Elizabeth  Dindore,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  (1)  Mary  J.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Valentine, 

of  Morenci,  Michigan;  she  left  four  children — Lela,  George  O.,  Elmer  and 
John  C.  (2)  A.  J.,  who  lives  in  Swan  Creek  township,  Fulton  county.  (3) 
J.  F.,  our  subject.  (4)  Martin  L.,  deceased. 

J.  F.  Raker,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review,  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion, in  part  at  the  public  schools  of  Fulton  county,  and  in  part  at  Oberlin 
College,  after  which  he  taught  in  the  schools  of  Fulton  county  some  seventeen 
terms. 

In  1862  Mr.  Raker  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  H,  One  Hundredth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  in  1864  was  attached  to  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  and  during  its  term  of  service  participated  in  the  battles  of  Lime- 
stone Station,  Knoxville,  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Etowah  Creek, 
Atlanta,  Columbus,  Franklin,  Nashville,  Town  Creek  and  Wilmington.  Upon 
arriving  at  Knoxville,  East  Tennessee,  a portion  of  the  regiment  was  sent 
up  to  the  Virginia  State  line  to  guard  the  railroad.  This  detachment,  two 
hundred  and  forty  strong,  our  subject  being  one  of  the  number,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  and  was  sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia.  Mr.  Raker  was 
incarcerated  in  various  prisons,  including  Pemberton,  Belle  Isle,  Libby  and 
Scott.  After  about  eight  months  he  was  exchanged,  and  then  returned  to  the 
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army,  and  participated  in  the  remaining  engagements  in  which  his  regiment 
took  part.  In  June,  1865,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  returned  north, 
and  it  was  then  that  he  pursued  a course  of  study  at  Oberlin  College,  after- 
ward taking  up  teaching,  as  already  related.  In  1887  he  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Swan  Creek  township,  the  old  family  homestead,  whereon  his  father 
had  settled  in  1846,  at  which  time  Fulton  county  was  all  wild  woodland,  and 
our  subject  did  his  full  share  in  clearing  it  up. 

Politically,  Mr.  Raker  is  a lifelong  Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  G.  B.  McClellan,  and  in  casting  his  ballot,  as  in  all  other 
respects,  he  has  been  loyal  to  his  party  and  to  his  country. 


JOHN  REYNOLDS. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  descended  from  a family 
of  English  origin  that  was  founded  in  America  in  early  Colonial  days,  and 
furnished  its  representatives  to  the  Patriot  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. His  grandfather,  David  Reynolds,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
throughout  his  life  followed  farming  in  that  State.  He  had  seven  child- 
ren: Josiah,  who  died  in  New  York  City;  Albert,  who  died  in  Connecti- 

cut; Erastus,  father  of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Sophia  Pool;  Mrs.  Clarinda  Whea- 
ton; Mrs.  Sylvia  Beardsley;  and  Mrs.  Chloe  Brown. 

Erastus  Reynolds  was  born  in  Connecticut,  was  there  reared  to  man- 
hood, and  after  attaining  his  majority  engaged  in  quarrying  marble.  In 
his  younger  years  he  was  also  a music  teacher,  giving  instruction  in  both  vocal 
and  instrumental  music.  His  death  occurred  when  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  forty-five.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  was 
one  of  the  leading  Freemasons  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  county.  He  married  Elizabeth  Coggshall, 
also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1834,  left 
three  children  to  the  care  of  his  widow.  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  a daughter  of 
John  Coggshall,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a blacksmith  by  trade,  which 
pursuit  he  followed  throughout  his  entire  life.  His  father,  David  Coggshall, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1838  Mrs.  Erastus  Reynolds  removed  with  her  three  children  to 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  purchased  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  on  which  some 
improvements  had  been  made.  Her  children  then  operated  the  farm  while 
she  worked  as  a tailoress,  and  in  this  way,  practicing  close  economy,  she  was 
enabled  to  keep  her  family  together.  In  1844  she  married  a Mr.  Foote,  and 
in  her  latter  days  was  better  provided  for.  After  fifteen  years  Mr.  Foote 
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died  leaving  her  a fair  property.  In  1861  she  came  to  the  home  of  her  son 
John,  remaining  with  him  some  fourteen  years,  when  she  returned  to  Huron 
county,  living  there  with  her  daughter  until  her  death  in  1882.  She  was 
long  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Her  children  were  Will- 
iam, of  Polk  county,  Iowa ; Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; John ; 
and  Mrs.  Josephine  Hopkins,  of  Huron  county. 

In  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  John  Reynolds  was  born  November, 
28,  1830.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  accompanied 
his  widowed  mother  to  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  began  work 
as  a farm  hand  by  the  month.  During  the  winter  seasons  he  attended  school, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  saved  from  his  earn- 
ings all  that  was  not  needed  in  support  of  his  mother’s  family,  and  in  1851 
came  to  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  still  resides.  He  has  added  to  this  another 
eighty-acre  tract,  and  has  a valuable  farm  of  a quarter  section.  He  returned 
to  Huron  county  for  a short  residence,  but  in  1853  again  took  up  his  abode 
on  his  present  homestead.  His  land  was  covered  with  forest  trees,  in  the 
midst  of  which  he  erected  a log  cabin,  his  widowed  sister  coming  to  act  as 
housekeeper  for  him.  In  1858  he  was  married,  and  from  that  time  he  has 
largely  given  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land.  His  work  was  prose- 
cuted under  great  difficulties,  for  he  suffered  much  from  the  ague.  He  now 
has  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  cleared  and  transformed  into  cultivable 
fields,  while  the  place  is  improved  with  a commodious  residence,  a large  barn, 
other  substantial  outbuildings,  and  a windpump.  The  St.  Jo  river  runs 
through  his  property,  and  furnishes  an  ample  supply  of  good  water  for  his 
stock.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  raises  a good  many  horses  and 
cattle,  and  altogether  he  is  a progressive  agriculturist. 

In  1858  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Miss  Lydia  Barnes,  who  was  born  in 
Huron  county,  in  1838,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Almira  (Green)  Barnes. 
The  Barnes  family  came  from  V ermont,  and  were  of  Quaker  faith,  while 
the  Greens  were  from  New  York.  Tier  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  after 
living  for  a time  in  Huron  county  and  Richland  county,  came  to  Williams 
county  in  1852.  Here  the  father  purchased  a tract  of  land,  built  a house 
and  improved  a farm,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death  in  1876. 
His  wife  died  in  1871.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  In  their  family  were  four  children : Mrs.  Laura  Huston  ; 

Louisa,  wife  of  S.  Davis ; Daniel,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township ; and 
Mrs.  Reynolds. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  five  children:  Llora,  who  has  taught 
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school  since  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
months;  Laura,  wife  of  S.  Drake;  Hattie,  wife  of  G.  Wiseman;  and  Her- 
bert, who  is  married,  and  aids  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  The 
children  are  all  members  of  a Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a Demo- 
crat, takes  a deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  filled  a number  of  local 
offices,  including  that  of  township  trustee.  His  lot  in  early  life  was  one  of 
many  hardships  and  difficulties,  but  his  persevering,  energetic  nature  enabled 
him  to  overcome  these,  and  he  now  occupies  a position  of  affluence.  His 
success  has  resulted  entirely  from  his  own  efforts,  and  for  that  same  he  de- 
serves great  credit. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  ENOS. 

One  of  the  brainiest  lawyers  in  this  section  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  here  appears,  and  when  one  considers  the  unusual  high  standard  of 
ability  which  is  shown  by  the  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  in  northwest- 
ern Ohio,  it  is  seen  that  a man  who  has  worked  his  way  in  competition  with 
older  practitioners  of  such  notable  attainments,  and  reached  a front  rank 
in  this  most  exacting  profession  must,  indeed,  have  rare  gifts  of  mind. 
These  Mr.  Enos  uncptestionably  has,  and  sustained  by  the  potent  aid  of  a 
strong  and  commanding  personality  he  has  proved  himself  an  exception 
to  the  rule  that  a prophet  fares  illy  in  his  own  country  and  among  his  own 
kin. 

Born  at  Defiance,  October  i,  1851,  Mr.  Enos  comes  of  a family  which 
has  been  distinguished  in  previous  generations  for  ability,  courage  and  pub- 
lic spirit.  His  grandfather,  Orange  Enos,  a native  of  Scotland,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  United  States  army  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  father,  the 
late  Captain  William  E.  Enos,  practically  shortened  his  life  as  a result  of 
his  gallant  service  in  the  LTnion  cause  during  the  Civil  war.  An  account 
of  the  life  of  this  honored  citizen  will  be  of  interest,  and  is  most  appro- 
priate here.  Captain  Enos  was  born  in  Rutland,  New  York,  and  as  a 
young  man  came  to  Ohio,  locating  first  at  La  Grange,  where  he  married 
his  first  wife,  Hannah  Helm.  In  1844  they  moved  to  Defiance,  where  Cap- 
tain Enos  engaged  in  business  as  a carpenter.  He  was  postmaster  of  that 
city  under  Buchanan’s  administration.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  raised 
a company  of  soldiers  for  the  ninety-days  service — Company  — , Eighty- 
eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry — and  although  more  than  fifty  yearn  old 
went  to  the  front  with  them,  serving  as  second  lieutenant.  At  the  end  of 
their  term  the  entire  company  re-enlisted,  and  he  was  made  captain,  in 
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which  capacity  he  served  until  the  exposure  and  privations  of  a soldier’s  life 
brought  on  a serious  illness  from  which  he  never  recovered,  and  which  caused 
his  honorable  retirement  upon  a certificate  of  disability.  His  death  in  De- 
cember, 1879,  ended  a long  period  of  invalidism  borne  with  heroic  self-re- 
straint. By  his  first  wife  he  had  three  children,  of  whom  the  youngest, 
Emma,  died  in  childhood.  The  eldest,  Louis,  served  four  years  in  the  Union 
army,  in  Company  I,  Fourth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  the  rank 
of  sergeant.  He  was  disabled  by  a gunshot  wound,  in  one  of  the  last  bat- 
tles of  the  war,  and  died  April  22,  1865,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Sarah,  the 
second  of  the  trio,  married  Charles  P.  Tittle,  and  now  resides  at  Rapid  City, 
South  Dakota.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1847,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  1849,  the  father  married  Mrs.  Esther  M.  Wasson,  nee  Southworth, 
a widow  with  one  daughter,  Mildred  E.  Wasson,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  The  Southworth  family  was  of  English  origin.  Mrs.  Enos 
was  born  in  Addison  county,  Virginia,  and  her  father,  Epaphras  South- 
worth,  who  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  carpenter,  removed  in  1836 
to  Defiance,  where  he  made  his  permanent  home.  Captain  Enos  would 
never  apply  for  a pension,  although  clearly  entitled  to  do  so,  but  his  widow 
has  been  awarded  one.  She  is  still  residing  at  Defiance  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven,  and  is  a devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
to  which  her  husband  also  belonged. 

B.  F.  Enos  was  the  only  child  of  the  second  marriage.  His  education 
was  begun  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  on  completing  his  course 
there  he  entered  the  Jordan  & Lypre  Commercial  College  at  Toledo,  to 
prepare  for  a business  career.  As  is  often  the  case  his  vocation  was  not 
at  first  apparent,  and  after  graduating  from  the  college  at  Toledo  he  learned 
the  machinist’s  trade.  At  eighteen  he  became  an  engineer  on  a tug  en- 
gaged in  lake  traffic,  and  after  two  seasons  in  this  position  he  entered  the 
drug  store  of  J.  P.  Buffington,  as  clerk.  Two  years  were  thus  spent,  and 
in  the  meantime,  having  come  to  a clear  perception  of  his  proper  calling, 
he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  Hon.  W.  D.  Hill  and  Gil- 
bert L.  Myers,  of  Defiance.  After  two  years  of  preparation  he  was  ad- 
mitted, in  1873,  at  the  Bar  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  began  practice  at  De- 
fiance. He  formed  a partnership  with  S.  W.  Rohn,  which  was  interrupted 
in  1874  when  Mr.  Enos  was  appointed  by  Hon.  W.  D.  Hill  to  the  post 
of  chief  clerk  of  the  Ohio  State  Insurance  Department  at  Columbus.  He 
held  this  position  three  years  under  Mr.  Hill,  and  one  year  under  his  suc- 
cessor, but  in  1878  he  returned  to  Defiance  and  again  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  A partnership  was  formed  with  J.  P.  Cameron, 
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which  continued  one  year,  Mr.  Enos  being  then  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney. This  office  he  held  two  terms,  and  he  also  served  several  terms  as 
city  solicitor.  He  has  been  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Federal  courts, 
and  has  a large  and  lucrative  business  in  general  lines,  although  he  is  spe- 
cially noted  for  his  skill  in  criminal  cases.  In  the  handling  of  witnesses 
and  in  addressing  a jury  he  has  few  equals  in  this  section,  and  his  accept- 
ance of  a retainer  in  a case  is  considered  almost  equivalent  to  a verdict  for 
Iris  client. 

Mr.  Enos  resides  in  Defiance  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Jackson  streets 
in  a commodious  house  erected  by  himself,  the  lot  being  the  one  upon  which 
the  family  residence  stood  at  the  time  of  his  birth.  He  was  married,  in 
1874,  to  Miss  Ollie  S.  Noll,  of  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children : Earl  E.,  now  twenty-one  years  old,  is  a student  at  the 

Ohio  University  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  Helen,  thirteen  years  old,  is  at  home; 
and  William  died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Their  mother  passed 
to  the  unseen  life  in  1884,  and  in  1887  Mr.  Enos  formed  a second  matri- 
monial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Laura  C.  Wonderly.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Vanda  M.,  now  eight  years  old. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Enos  is  connected  with  numerous  orders,  the  Masons, 
the  Elks,  the  National  Union,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men  and  others,  and  he  is  a hearty  supporter  of  various  progressive  move- 
ments in  his  locality.  Frank  and  outspoken,  he  is  yet  genial  and  courteous 
in  manner,  and  makes  and  retains  friends  among  all  classes.  The  contour 
of  his  face  closely  resembles  that  of  Robert  Ingersoll.  As  a speaker,  either 
on  the  stump  or  in  the  court  room,  he  has  won  a high  reputation,  his  sound 
and  logical  arguments  being  presented  in  a most  eloquent  and  pleasing  style. 

A comparison  of  the  sketch  herein  given  of  Mr.  Enos  with  the  one 
published  in  “The  Bench  and  Bar  of  Ohio”  reveals  a striking  contrast. 
Mr.  Enos  authorizes  the  publishers  of  this  volume  to  state  that  this  biogra- 
phy is  correct,  while  that  in  “The  Bench  and  Bar  of  Ohio”  is  not. 


ANSON  B.  SMITH. 

The  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  “Deshler  Flag,”  of  Deshler,  Henry 
county,  Anson  B.  Smith,  was  born  December  6,  1853,  in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and  afterward  learned  the  printer’s  trade, 
serving  a three-years’  apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Smith  then  went  to  South  Bend,  Indiana,  where  for  three  years  he 
was  employed  on  the  “South  Bend  Register,”  at  the  time  Schuyler  Colfax  (the 
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owner  of  the  paper)  was  vice-president.  Subsequently  going  to  Nappanee, 
Indiana,  he  there  established  the  “Nappanee  News,”  which  he  conducted  for 
a year,  and  on  selling  out  that  journal  he  worked  at  different  places  until 
the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  purchased  the  North  Baltimore  (Ohio)  “Gazette.” 
After  publishing  the  paper  at  that  place  for  two  years,  he  removed  the  plant 
to  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  where  he  printed  the  first  daily  paper  ever  published 
in  the  town.  Two  years  later  he  disposed  of  the  plant,  and  went  to  Knights- 
town,  Indiana,  to  take  charge  of  the  printing  department  of  the  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  Orphans’  Home,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  two  years.  In 
January,  1894,  he  came  to  Deshler,  and  has  since  been  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  “Deshler  Flag,”  which  now  has  a circulation  of  some  nine  hundred 
copies.  It  is  one  of  the  most  popular  journals  of  the  county,  and  as  it  is  ably 
edited  it  well  deserves  its  popularity  and  success. 

In  Dayton,  Ohio,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  April,  1882,  to  Miss  Anna 
C.  Thomas,  a native  of  Columbus,  this  State. 


FRANK  G.  BLUE. 

The  present  efficient  clerk  of  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  F. 
G.  Blue,  is  a representative  of  two  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected 
families  of  Ohio.  His  parents,  Joseph  B.  and  Rachel  (Ashton)  Blue,  were 
both  natives  of  this  State,  the  former  born  in  Miami  county,  December  27, 
1810,  the  latter  in  Brown  county,  September  18,  1825.  At  an  early  day  they 
became  residents  of  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  1883.  In  their  family  were  three  children,  namely:  Uriah  S.,  Mary 

E.  and  Frank  G. 

A native  of  Defiance  county,  Frank  G.  Blue  was  born  June  1,  1866, 
in  Highland  township,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
was  passed,  and  where  he  has  always  made  his  home  with  the  exception 
of  about  a year  spent  in  Syracuse,  Nebraska.  In  the  common  schools  he 
began  his  education,  subsequently  attending  Defiance  College,  and  also  tak- 
ing a special  course  in  civil  engineering  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Ada, 
Ohio.  Being  well  qualified  to  teach,  he  has  successfully  followed  that  pro- 
fession in  Highland  township  for  sixteen  terms,  and  was  also  principal  of 
the  Ayresville  high  school  for  four  terms,  and  is  engaged  for  the  coming 
winter  at  the  same  place. 

On  April  10,  1895,  in  Highland  township,  Mr.  Blue  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ella  Stone,  a native  of  that  township,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  sons,  Rodger  H.  and  Teddy  G.  As  an  ardent  Republican  Mr. 
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Blue  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  political  affairs,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1893  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  county  surveyor  of  De- 
fiance county.  And  is  now  a candidate  for  the  same  office  this  fall.  For 
one  term  he  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  constable;  in  the  spring  of  1894  was 
elected  clerk  of  Highland  township,  two  years  later  was  re-elected  to  that 
office,  and  in  1898  was  re-elected  for  a third  term. 


JOHN  GEORGE  NEFF. 

This  well-known  business  man  and  agriculturist,  residing  near  Bryan, 
Williams  county,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in  this  volume  because  of  his 
prominence  in  the  various  lines  of  effort  which  have  brought  about  the  de- 
velopment of  that  locality. 

Mr.  Neff  is  descended  from  good  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  dating  back 
to  the  Colonial  period,  and  his  family  originated  in  Germany.  His  ancestors 
had  their  home  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  many  years,  but  his 
father,  Christopher  Neff,  resided  in  the  central  part  of  Westmoreland  county, 
on  Little  Sewickly  creek,  where  he  followed  farming  and  carried  on  his  trade 
of  shoe  making.  He  was  a religious  man,  noted  for  his  strict  integrity,  and 
was  honest  because  he  wished  to  be  honest,  and  not  from  fear  or  policy.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Methodist,  but  later  he  joined  the  Church  of  Christ,  with 
which  he  remained  in  full  communion  until  his  death.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Barbara  Struble,  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  about 
1804,  and  came  to  America  about  1818  with  her  parents,  who  located  in 
Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  was  the  eighth  in  a family  of  ten  children,  as 
follows:  William  (deceased),  Emanuel  (in  Pennsylvania),  Israel  (de- 

ceased), Salathiel  (deceased),  John  George  (our  subject),  Christopher  (de- 
ceased), Michael  (deceased),  Matilda,  Mary  Ann  (deceased),  and  Amanda 
(deceased). 

Mr.  Neff  was  born  March  15,  1834,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  section.  He  also  attended  an  academy  at  Irwin  Station,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  after  teaching  school  for  a time  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  in  the  preparatory  department.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  taught 
school  in  Montgomery  and  Darke  counties,  this  State,  and  in  1856  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married  in  the  same  year  to  Miss 
Mary  Garver,  a daughter  ©f  Joseph  and  Jane  Garver,  of  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Soon  after  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  four  win- 
ters he  was  also  employed  in  teaching,  but  he  then  removed  to  West  New- 
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ton,  Pennsylvania,  and  worked  for  a short  time  in  a brick  yard.  Finding  a 
promising  opening  in  the  business,  he  purchased  the  plant  and  conducted  it 
for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Irwin  Station,  where  he  continued  the 
same  line  of  business  some  five  years.  In  March,  1868,  he  located  in  Bryan, 
and  about  a month  afterward  he  took  possession  of  his  present  homestead 
in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  the  family  occupying  a little  frame  dwelling 
house  on  the  place.  Fie  at  once  established  a brick  yard  on  the  estate,  and 
in  1879  he  constructed  a plant  for  the  manufacture  of  tile,  both  ventures 
proving  successful  from  the  start.  The  output  of  brick  has  ranged  from 
five  hundred  thousand  to  one  million  annually,  while  he  has  averaged  forty 
kilns  of  tile  yearly,  valued  at  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars.  The  work  has 
given  employment  to  twelve  or  fifteen  people,  and  after  making  brick  for 
some  time  by  hand  in  the  old-fashioned  way,  Mr.  Neff  introduced  steam  power 
and  other  modern  improvements.  In  1888  he  sold  a one-half  interest  to  his 
oldest  son,  and  in  February,  1897,  he  disposed  of  his  remaining  half  to  other 
sons,  the  firm  being  now  known  as  Neff  Brothers.  His  farm  has  increased 
in  extent  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  through  purchases 
made  from  time  to  time,  and  agricultural  work  has  taken  much  of  his  at- 
tention. In  1873  replaced  the  old  frame  residence  with  a handsome  brick 
structure,  and  the  homestead  is  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  vici- 
nity. For  a time  he  was  interested  in  breeding  trotting  horses,  two  of  his 
colts,  sired  by  “German  Boy,”  and  other  noted  horses,  one,  “Membrino  Patch- 
en”  and  “Turk”  and  “Wilkes,”  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  to  three  hundred  dollars.  One,  sired  by  “Vernwood,”  sold  at  the 
latter  figure,  made  a record  of  2:30  as  a three-year-old.  Mr.  Neff’s  sons 
are  also  interested  in  this  business,  and  they  own  several  Kentucky-bred  colts 
of  trotting  lineage. 

Since  locating  at  Bryan,  Mr.  Neff  has  become  identified  with  various 
enterprises,  and  at  times  he  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  several 
houses  in  the  town  having  been  built  by  him.  He  was  one  of  the  promo- 
ters of  the  oil  industry  during  its  palmy  days,  but  was  shrewd  enough  to 
dispose  of  his  interests  without  loss.  As  he  started  in  business  life  with  a 
capital  of  two  hundred  dollars  only,  he  is  practically  a self-made  man,  and 
his  present  high  standing  in  the  business  world  is  due  to  his  own  industry  and 
good  judgment.  While  he  has  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune  he  has 
lived  well,  educating  his  children  and  giving  them  a good  start  in  life,  and 
a three-thousand-dollar  life  insurance  policy  is  an  evidence  of  his  fore-thought. 
He  is  a temperance  man  in  principle  and  practice,  and  in  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  although  he  has  never  sought  or  held  office.  During  the  cam- 
paign of  1896  he  supported  the  doctrine  of  free  coinage  of  silver  at  16  to  1. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neff  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  following  are 
living:  Benjamin  F.,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Neff  Brothers;  James  L.,  who 

is  engaged  in  the  brick  making  business  at  Waterloo,  Indiana;  Jane,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  A.  Fox,  of  Bryan;  Joseph  W.,  of  the  firm  of  Neff  Brothers;  Chris- 
topher C.,  who  is  engaged  in  business  at  Elyria  and  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Anna, 
who  married  W.  O.  W eaver,  and  resides  in  Montpelier,  Williams  county ; 
Belle,  the  wife  of  George  B.  Hoag,  of  Cleveland;  George,  who  resides  on 
a farm  east  of  Bryan ; and  Charles,  who  is  still  at  home.  The  family  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Bryan,  of  which  Mr.  Neff  became  a mem- 
ber in  1870,  having  previously  been  connected  with  the  Church  of  God.  He 
is  active  in  religious  work,  has  served  as  trustee,  and  at  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  church  edifice  he  was  a member  of  the  building  committee. 
His  personal  contribution  to  this  work  was  six  hundred  dollars,  and  his  family 
gave  altogether  about  one  thousand  dollars,  their  sympathy  with  any  cause 
in  which  they  are  interested  being  always  demonstrated  by  a generous  help- 
fulness. 

Mrs.  Neff  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  Garver,  and  was  born  April 
2,  1836,  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  She  received  her  education  at 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage. 
Her  father  by  occupation  was  a farmer  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  an  exhorter 
in  the  Dunkard  Church.  Moving  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  he  and  his  wife 
both  died  there,  the  parents  of  ten  children — four  sons  and  six  daughters, 
viz.:  John,  David,  Joseph,  James,  Nancy,  Catherine,  Belle,  Mary  (Mrs. 

Neff),  Jane  and  Sarah.  Of  these — James,  who  served  throughout  the  Civil 
war,  is  now  deceased,  and  the  rest  are  all  living  in  Ohio  except  Joseph,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  above  Mr.  Neff  adds  the  following:  “Being  raised  on  a creek 

I was  cjuite  a fisherman  and  hunter  when  a young  lad.  I was  soon  able  to 
handle  a hoe,  and  I hoed  corn,  fed  pigs,  etc.,  on  the  farm.  I also  worked  in 
a brick  yard  two  summers,  when  quite  young,  in  reality  learning  the  trade. 
I also  had  a good  knowledge  of  shoemaking,  by  watching  my  father  when 
he  was  employed  at  it,  and  I worked  to  some  extent  at  that  trade.  For  sev- 
eral summers  I farmed,  and  I worked  at  the  tanner’s  trade  about  eighteen 
months;  had  a good  knowledge  of  same,  but  did  not  like  it.  Accordingly  I 
made  up  my  mind  that  I would  go  to  school,  in  order  to  prepare  myself  for 
the  profession  of  teaching.  My  father  gave  me  my  wages,  the  same  as  the 
other  boys,  so  we  kept  ourselves  in  clothes,  and  what  was  left  over  we  gave 
to  him  to  use  till  we  were  of  age.  On  October  21,  1855,  I had  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars  in  gold  saved  up,  after  paying  my  own  way  at  school 
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from  home.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  I did  not  idle  away  my  boyhood  days, 
and  my  life  has  been  a busy  one  all  along.” 


THOMAS  B.  EMERY. 

This  prominent  merchant  and  postmaster  of  Grelton,  Henry  county,  is 
entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enterprising  men 
of  the  community.  Upon  the  commercial  activity  of  a community  depends 
its  prosperity,  and  the  men  who  are  now  recognized  as  leading  citizens  are 
those  who  are  at  the  head  of  important  business  interests.  He  is  a man  of 
broad  capabilities,  one  who  carries  forward  to  successful  completion  what- 
ever he  undertakes. 

In  Montville,  Waldo  county,  Maine,  Mr.  Emery  was  born  February 
26,  1838,  a son  of  Levi  and  Lois  (Keene)  Emery,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  died  in  Montville,  the  former  on  August  21,  1873, 
the  latter  on  June  13,  1866.  Our  subject  is  next  to  the  youngest  of  their 
eleven  children — seven  sons  and  four  daughters — and  under  the  parental  roof 
he  remained  until  he  attained  his  majority,  going  at  that  time  to  North 
Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  one  summer.  Returning  to  Maine, 
he  worked  on  the  home  farm  for  a few  months,  and  in  February,  i860,  he 
came  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where  for  two  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
his  brother,  Judson  Emery,  in  Damascus  township.  The  following  eight 
years  were  passed  with  his  father  upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Montville, 
Maine,  but  in  February,  1870,  he  returned  to  Henry  county,  with  whose  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  interests  he  has  since  been  identified.  For  the  first 
ten  years  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Emery’s  Corners,  and  then  re- 
moved his  stock  of  goods  to  Grelton,  where  he  has  since  successfully  carried 
on  operations  as  a general  merchant.  Besides  his  village  property  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  in  Monroe  and  Damascus  town- 
ships, Henry  county,  and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

Near  Bowling  Green,  Wood  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Emery  was  married 
April  9,  1862,  to  Miss  Cynthia  Shively,  a native  of  that  county,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Margaret  Shively.  They  were  natives  of  Columbia  county, 
Pennsylvania,  were  pioneers  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  as  early  as  1833  became 
residents  of  Wood  county.  Both  are  now  deceased,  the  mother  having  died 
May  5,  1879,  the  father  on  March  5,  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emery  have  one 
daughter,  Eva  M. 

Under  President  Arthur’s  administration,  Mr.  Emery  was  appointed 
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postmaster  of  Grelton,  which  office  he  then  held  for  almost  five  years,  and 
was  re-appointed  during  President  Cleveland’s  second  administration,  being 
the  present  incumbent.  His  public  service  is  most  exemplary,  and  his  pri- 
vate life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty.  He  is  a public- 
spirited,  progressive  citizen,  who  has  given  support  to  all  measures  for  the 
public  good,  and  over  his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


CHRIST.  DIEHL  BREWING  COMPANY. 

The  Christ.  Diehl  Brewing  Company,  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  that  city.  The  enterprise  was  founded  by  Jacob  Karst  in 
1867,  and  a little  later  he  admitted  Joseph  Bauer  as  a partner.  In  the  spring  of 
1871,  Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  purchased  the  share  of  Jacob  Karst,  and  the  firm  until 
1873  was  Bauer  & Diehl.  When  Alvin  Bauer  was  admitted  to  the  firm  the  name 
was  changed  to  Joseph  Bauer  & Co.,  but  in  1878  Alvin  sold  out  to  the  other 
partners,  and  the  firm  was  again  known  as  Bauer  & Diehl,  so  continuing 
until  1885,  when  Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  purchased  the  interest  of  Joseph  Bauer, 
the  enterprise  then  becoming  known  as  the  Christ.  Diehl  Brewery,  and  the 
present  large  establishment  was  mainly  erected  by  him.  It  thus  continued 
until  1896,  when  Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  sold  out  to  his  sons,  Christ.  Diehl,  Jr., 
John  C.  Diehl  and  Albert  F.  Diehl,  and  the  business  is  now  carried  on  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Christ.  Diehl  Brewing  Co.,  but  the  firm  is  not  organ- 
ized as  a stock  company.  Twenty-one  men  are  employed  at  the  brewery, 
which  has  an  annual  capacity  of  fifteen  thousand  barrels,  while  their  annual 
output  amounts  to  about  twelve  thousand.  The  brewery  contains  all  the 
modern  appliances,  and  the  best  product  is  placed  upon  the  market.  As 
the  brothers  were  all  reared  to  the  business,  it  has  been  continued  by  them 
on  the  safe  and  judicious  lines  established  by  their  father  with  the  forceful 
energy  of  youth. 

Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  Aug- 
ust 21,  1842,  a son  of  Paul  Diehl,  a native  of  the  same  place,  who  died 
when  Christ,  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  was  educated 
in  the  old  country,  and  on  coming  to  the  New  World  in  1861  he  engaged 
in  the  brewing  business,  which  he  has  followed  in  his  native  land.  In  June, 
1869,  he  married  Mary  Rantz,  a native  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  a daughter 
of  Casper  Rantz,  a carpenter  by  trade.  To  this  union  have  been  born  six 
sons:  Christ.,  Jr.,  John  C.,  Albert  F.,  Joseph  A.,  August  and  Frank  B. 

In  1863  Christ.  Diehl,  Sr.,  enlisted  for  the  hundred-days’  service,  and  then 
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re-enlisted  in  the  cavalry  under  Captain  Updegraff.  He  and  his  three  eld- 
est sons  (mentioned  more  fully  below)  have  organized  a live-stock  com- 
pany, and  handle  all  kinds  of  live  stock  and  poultry.  In  politics  Mr.  Diehl 
is  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  is  a Roman  Catholic,  as  are  also  his  three 
younger  sons,  while  the  mother  and  three  elder  sons  adhere  to  the  Luth- 
eran faith. 

The  Christ.  Diehl  Brewing  Company  is  composed  of  Christ.  Diehl,  Jr., 
John  C.  Diehl,  and  Albert  F.  Diehl.  They  are  systematic  business  men, 
and  while  young  in  years  are  experienced  in  every  detail  of  the  business 
in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Christ.  Diehl,  Jr.,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  March  i,  1870,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Defiance. 
From  boyhood  he  evinced  such  a natural  adaptability  for  business  that  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  books  of  his  father’s 
business,  and  has  ever  since  been  actively  connected  with  its  management. 
He  always  finds  time  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  municipal  interest,  politi- 
cally and  socially.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  is  promi- 
nent in  the  municipal  government,  and  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
member  of  the  city  council  for  two  terms.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  B. 
P.  O.  E.  and  other  organizations,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Defiance.  In  1893  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Speiser, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two  sons:  Arthur,  on  January  25,  1895, 

and  Edwin,  on  August  14,  1897. 

John  C.  Diehl,  the  next  younger  member  of  the  firm,  was  born 
in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  March  27,  1872.  He  is  a scientific  brewer,  and 
has  full  charge  of  that  branch  of  the  business.  After  pursuing  his  studies 
for  some  years  in  the  schools  of  Defiance,  he  in  1891  entered  the  Ameri- 
can Brewing  Academy  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  took  a course  in 
practical  and  scientific  brewing.  In  1894  he  returned  to  the  same  insti- 
tution. and  made  a study  of  all  the  modern  means  and  methods  of  the  busi- 
ness. This  school  and  academy  training  has  well  fitted  Mr.  Diehl  for  his 
department  of  the  business,  which  he  well  and  ably  conducts.  Socially,  re- 
ligiously and  politically  he  adheres  to  the  same  organizations  as  his  brother 
Christ. 

Albert  F.  Diehl,  the  youngest  member  of  the  firm,  who  is  also 
one  of  the  youngest  business  men  in  northwestern  Ohio  (in  fact  the  firm 
when  organized  in  1896,  was  managed  by  the  youngest  men  of  any  firm 
in  Defiance  county),  was  born  in  Defiance,  November  13,  1875,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  place  he  received  a good  literary  training,  later 
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attending  Defiance  College  to  prepare  for  his  business  course,  where  both 
of  his  brothers,  had  preceded  him.  From  this  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1892.  He  has  charge  of  the  books  of  the  firm,  and  looks  after  all 
accounts  pertaining  to  the  business.  Like  his  elder  brothers  he  adheres  to 
the  Lutheran  faith,  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  socially  is  a member  of 
the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

It  is  interesting  to  visit  their  place  of  business,  each  member  attends 
to  his  own  department  to  which  neither  of  the  others  gives  any  concern, 
and  at  the  close  of  each  day  the  work  in  each  department  is  so  complete, 
that  a report  can  be  given  by  any  one  of  the  firm  of  the  exact  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  his  line  of  work.  While  the  members  of  the  firm  are  thorough 
business  men,  they  are  very  social,  genial  gentlemen,  and  in  the  city  of  De- 
fiance, where  they  were  born,  reared  and  educated,  none  are  held  in  more 
universal  respect  than  are  the  members  of  The  Christ.  Diehl  Brewing  Com- 
pany. 


GEORGE  W.  EDWARDS. 

As  one  of  the  representative  business  meir  of  Holgate,  Mr.  Edwards,  our 
subject,  holds  prominent  position.  For  almost  half  a century  he  has  resided 
in  Henry  county,  and  his  name  is  inseparably  connected  with  its  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  interests.  His  thoroughly  American  spirit  and  great 
energy  have  enabled  him  to  mount  from  a lowly  position  to  one  of  afflu- 
ence. One  of  his  leading  characteristics  in  business  affairs  is  his  fine  sense 
of  order  and  complete  system,  and  the  habit  of  giving  careful  attention  to 
details  without  which  success  in  any  undertaking  is  never  an  assured  fact. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  born  near  Circleville,  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  June 
22,  1835,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Aultman)  Edwards.  His  father  was 
the  well-known  author  of  “The  Ohio  Hunter,"  and  “The  Western  Pioneer.” 
I11  1850  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  from  Han- 
cock county  to  Henry  county,  locating  in  Monroe  township  near  the  present 
site  of  Malinta,  and  remaining  with  them  for  six  years.  In  that  township 
he  was  married  May  4,  1855,  to  Miss  Epsey  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  in  1836,  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Sarah  (Bost)  Hill,  early 
settlers  of  Monroe  township,  Henry  county,  where  their  deaths  occurred. 
Mr.  Edwards’  mother  died  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  aged  thirty-six  years, 
his  father  in  Marion  township,  Henry  county,  in  September,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  Of  their  eight  children  our  subject  was  the  eldest. 

George  W.  Edwards  and  his  wife  have  four  children  living,  namely: 
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Mary  F.,  now  the  wife  of  Doctor  C.  M.  Overhula;  Michael  L.  Edwards,  who 
married  Mertie  Merchant,  of  Green  Springs,  Ohio  (she  is  now  deceased)  ; 
Rosetta,  wife  of  Joseph  Keith ; and  U.  F.  Edwards,  who  married  Clara  Burr, 
of  Malinta,  Ohio.  They  have  lost  two  : Sarah  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
and  one-half  years ; and  Lavina  R.,  who  married  Elerbert  Hall,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-four. 

For  five  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Edwards  remained  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  Monroe  township,  and  then  rented  a farm  on  the  Maumee 
river  in  Harrison  township,  which  he  operated  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  purchased  a place  in  Marion  township,  Henry  county, 
and  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  devoted  his  time  and  attention  some 
twelve  years.  In  the  meantime  he  laid  out  the  village  of  Edwardsville,  and 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  connection  with  farming  until  1877,  when  he 
sold  both  his  farm  and  business  and  removed  to  Holgate.  Here  he  has 
since  carried  on  operations  as  a dealer  in  lumber,  hay  and  straw,  in  which 
undertaking  he  has  also  met  with  a well-deserved  success.  Since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and 
he  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church, 
and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work.  To-day  he  is  not  more  honored  on  ac- 
count of  the  enviable  position  which  he  occupies  in  business  circles  than  on 
account  of  the  many  kindly  deeds  of  his  life,  which  have  ever  been  quietly 
and  unostentatiously  performed. 

In  earlier  life  Mr.  Edwards  was  an  expert  marksman,  and  spent  much 
enjoyable  time  in  hunting  bears  and  other  wild  game,  then  quite  plentiful 
in  that  region,  and  he  can  tell,  in  his  own  graphic  language,  many  a thrill- 
ing tale  of  the  hunt,  and  of  the  trials  and  experiences  of  pioneer  days.  In 
1844,  then  nine  years  old,  he  aided  his  father  (who  took  his  hounds  along) 
in  capturing  a live  coon  in  the  woods,  put  him  in  a strong  sack  and  carried 
him  to  Findlay,  a distance  of  four  miles,  where  they  made  his  “coonship” 
climb  the  great  liberty  pole  (raised  in  honor  of  Tyler)  amid  the  shouts  and 
cheers  of  the  great  crowd  assembled.  This  was  during  the  memorable  cam- 
paign of  Polk  and  Tyler,  and  the  coon  was  known  as  the  “Whig  coon.”  In 
October,  1849,  he  and  his  father,  accompanied  by  a couple  of  great  hounds 
trained  for  coon  hunting,  set  out  on  foot  for  the  Maumee  Valley  (known  at 
that  time  as  the  Black  Swamp)  on  a prospecting  tour.  On  the  journey 
they  caught  a coon  at  night,  and  did  but  little  hunting  in  daytime  except  se- 
curing deer  and  wild  turkeys  for  their  own  and  the  dogs'  maintenance.  On 
the  third  day  they  arrived  at  the  first  dwelling  they  had  seen  since  starting. 
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a small  cabin  inhabited  by  an  elderly  couple  and  several  children,  one  of 
whom  was  a girl  of  some  fourteen  summers — rather  shy,  not  being  accus- 
tomed to  see  strangers — who  was  grinding  corn  in  a hand  mill.  That  young 
girl  in  after  days  became  Mr.  Edwards’  wife.  In  this  tramp  through  the 
dense  forest  they  continually,  at  night  time,  would  hear  the  howlings  of 
voracious  wolves,  and  one  morning  the  father  shot  and  killed  a great  wild 
cat  that  had  been  perched  up  on  a tree  beneath  which  they  had  been  rest- 
ing all  night.  It  had  been  driven  there  by  the  hounds  the  evening  before. 
Mr.  Edwards  also  mentions  a celebrated  bear  hunt,  on  which  occasion  he 
and  other  hunters  had  a six-days'  chase  after  what  they  called  the  “residenter 
bear  of  four  counties.”  Before  they  succeeded  in  finally  capturing  this 
noted  bear  the  brute  had  killed  or  crippled  fourteen  of  the  hunters’  dogs. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a fine  exemplification  of  the  rugged  pioneer  woodsman, 
and  is  as  hale  and  hearty  a specimen  of  healthy  manhood  as  can  be  found  in 
the  county.  “I  am  now,”  says  be,  “in  my  sixty-fourth  year,  have  never 
chewed  tobacco,  was  never  under  the  influence  of  drink,  and  can  to-day  do 
as  much  work  as  most  any  man,  and  enjoy  a hunt  frequently  in  the  wilds 
of  Michigan.”  These  few  words  are  sufficient  in  themselves  to  “Point  a 
moral  and  adorn  a tale.” 


JAMES  V.  TEN  EYCK. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  far-seeing  and  successful  business  men 
of  Henry  county  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  life  history  most  happily 
illustrates  what  may  be  attained  by  faithful  and  continued  effort  in  carry- 
ing out  an  honest  purpose.  Since  1886  he  has  been  identified  with  the  in- 
terests of  Hatnler,  and  has  successfully  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business  there  since  1893. 

A native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
March  3,  1838,  and  when  four  years  old  was  taken  by  bis  parents,  Cor- 
nelius and  Hannah  (Mott)  Ten  Eyck,  to  Livingston  county,  in  that  State, 
where  they  lived  upon  a farm  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  Emigrating 
westward  in  September,  1851,  the  family  located  near  Morenci,  in  Lena- 
wee county,  Michigan,  and  after  residing  there  for  two  years  they  removed 
to  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  died.  Abner  Ten  Eyck  and  Ab- 
ner Mott,  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  of  our  subject,  were  both 
of  Holland  descent;  the  former  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
and  one  years. 

Going  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1861,  James  V.  Ten  Eyck  worked  at  the  car- 
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penter’s  trade  for  two  years,  and  while  there  he  in  the  spring  of  1862  en- 
tered the  State  Militia.  Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services  at 
the  front,  he  enlisted,  in  1864,  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  one  hundred  days.  After 
leaving  the  army  he  became  connected  with  stave  works  in  Toledo,  where 
he  was  employed  as  foreman  and  superintendent  until  1886,  and  then  ac- 
cepted a similar  position  in  Hamler,  Henry  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  On  resigning  his  position  in  1893,  he  embarked  in  his  present 
business. 

On  November  28,  1861,  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Thatcher,  a native  of  Ohio,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children:  William  H. ; Eugene  Mott. and  Almeda  Elmira, 

now  the  wife  of  Frank  Ivintner.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Lu- 
cas county,  February  5,  1879,  and  July  1,  1880,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Harriet  McComber,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
whose  principles  he  is  an  earnest  advocate  and  stanch  support.  Since  com- 
ing to  Hamler  he  has  taken  a leading  part  in  public  affairs  of  a political  na- 
ture, has  been  a member  of  the  Republican  Central  Committee  for  several 
years,  and  has  held  the  office  of  mayor  for  one  term.  He  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Holgate,  in  which  he  is 
serving  as  elder,  and  they  take  an  active  and  leading  part  in  its  work.  As 
a business  man  and  citizen  he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  he  is  well  deserving  of  honorable 
mention  in  a work  of  this  character. 


E.  L.  WALTZ. 

Much  has  been  said  recently  concerning  the  intelligence  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  the  credit  is  given  almost  entirely  to  the  public-school  sys- 
tem. With  all  due  honor  of  the  school,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  yet 
remains  an  important  factor  in  the  general  education  of  the  masses,  a fac- 
tor that  goes  far  toward  molding  the  minds  of  the  people  on  issues  of  na- 
tional importance — the  newspaper.  This  medium  reaches  those  whose  school 
days  have  been  limited,  as  well  as  the  man  who  may  have  had  the  advan- 
tages of  the  best  college  education,  but  its  influence  is  felt  and  made  appar- 
ent in  cottage  or  in  palace.  On  the  editor  rests  a great  responsibility.  He 
is  not  only  responsible  for  his  own  acts  and  beliefs,  but  is  in  a measure  re- 
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sponsible  for  the  certain  acts  and  beliefs  of  his  readers.  One  editor,  who 
feels  and  recognizes  the  duties  of  his  place,  and  strives  conscientiously  to  see 
the  right  and  set  it  forth  to  the  world,  is  E.  L.  Waltz,  editor  of  “The  Atlas,” 
at  Delta,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Waltz  was  born  at  Tabor,  near  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  May  21, 
1838.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  vicinity,  but 
school  in  those  days  hardly  meant  the  comprehensive  but  practical  mental 
training  it  does  to-day.  The  branches  taught  were  few  indeed,  the  only 
ciass  formed  being  in  reading,  the  instruction  crude,  and  the  facilities  were 
still  more  crude;  slabs  were  used  for  seats,  and  blackboards  were  unknown. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  then  began 
merchandising  in  Jelloway,  Knox  county,  Ohio,  which  he  continued  for  fif- 
teen years.  The  insurance  business  at  Jelloway  engaged  his  attention  for 
the  next  six  years.  It  was  on  February  22,  1876,  that  he  began  his  work 
as  an  editor  and  publisher,  taking  control  of  “The  Avalanche,”  at  Delta, 
Ohio,  and  for  four  years  he  sent  forth  a paper  that  was  the  envy  of  editors 
of  much  more  experience.  However,  he  sold  out,  and  returning  to  Jello- 
way resumed  his  work  in  the  insurance  business;  but  June  5,  1885,  he  again 
came  to  Delta,  this  time  establishing  “The  Atlas,”  which  on  January  1,  1888, 
absorbed  its  rival,  “The  Avalanche.”  “The  Atlas”  makes  its  appearance  on 
Friday  of  each  week,  and  is  politically  independent.  With  the  utmost  impar- 
tiality every  side  of  a question  is  given  a chance  to  prove  either  its  truth 
or  its  error.  Mr.  Waltz  is  a firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  voted  for  every  President  from  Fincoln  to  McKinley,  inclus- 
ive. On  May  13,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  following  September,  partici- 
pating in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

On  November  5,  1859,  Mr.  Waltz  was  married  to  Miss  Fucinda  F. 
Pinkly,  of  Jelloway,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  March  14,  1843.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  (1)  Alice  M.,  the  wife  of  J. 

M.  Barron,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  by  whom  she  has  one  child — J.  Ralph. 
(2)  Ida  B.,  wife  of  J.  J.  Oswalt,  of  North  Liberty,  Ohio,  by  whom  she 
lias  two  daughters — Opal  Taft  and  Ethel  Maude.  (3)  C.  R.  P.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Grace  Richardson,  by  whom  he  has  a daughter — Kathryn  Flor- 
ence. He  is  business  manager  of  the  paper,  and  is  now  postmaster  of  Delta. 
(4)  Rose  M.,  wife  of  Doctor  O.  L.  Norris,  of  Deshler,  Ohio;  have  one  son 
— Waltz  W.  (5)  F.  D.  B.,  who  is  connected  with  the  office  of  “The  At- 
las.” Mr.  Waltz  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  socially  he  affi- 
liates with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  National  Union,  and  the  G.  A.  R. 
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E.  L.  Waltz  is  a son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Delilah  (Holmes)  Waltz,  both 
natives  of  Ohio,  of  Swiss  ancestry.  The  father  followed  farming  for  a 
life  work.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Samuel  Waltz,  who  resided  in 
Maryland  ; lie  married  Barbara  Rinard,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  but  one  is  now  living — Mahala  Rainsberg,  over  eighty 
years  of  age,  making  her  home  in  West  Cairo,  Ohio. 


MOSES  M.  HAVER. 

Mr.  Haver,  the  popular  and  genial  proprietor  of  the  “Haver  House,” 
m Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  was  born  September  5,  1842,  in  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Coree)  Haver,  both  natives  of 
Greene  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1845  they  removed  from  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  to  Tuscarawas  county,  and  in  November,  1853,  came  to  Defiance 
county,  locating  in  Mark  township,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  their  deaths.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a farmer. 

The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  are  as  follows:  Thomas  W., 

is  a farmer  of  Mark  township;  Moses  M.,  a hotel-keeper,  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  James  is  a resident  of  Sherwood;  John,  who  laid  down  his  life 
on  the  altar  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Company  E, 
Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  dying  at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  after 
one  month  in  the  service ; George  died  in  infancy ; Isaac  is  a farmer  of  Mark 
township;  Everett  is  a resident  of  Sherwood;  Levi  is  a farmer  of  Van  Wert 
county,  Ohio;  Alexander  is  an  agriculturist  of  Hicksville  township,  Defiance 
county;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Iveesburg,  of  Mark  township;  and 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  William  Simpson,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio. 

Coming  with  his  parents  to  Defiance  county,  in  November,  1853,  Mr. 
Haver  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  in  Delaware  township,  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  bardly  bad 
the  echoes  of  Fort  Sumter’s  guns  died  away  when  he  enlisted,  April  26, 
1861,  in  Company  K,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three 
months.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  mustered  out,  but  soon  af- 
terward re-enlisted,  becoming  a member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundredth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  hostilities  ceased.  With 
his  command  he  participated  in  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes,  including 
the  engagements  at  Franklin,  Tennessee,  and  Etowah  Creek,  Georgia,  and  the 
siege  of  Knoxville.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he  worked  by  the  month 
on  a farm  in  Delaware  township,  Defiance  county,  for  about  a year. 
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On  the  6th  of  February,  1866,  Mr.  Haver  was  married  in  that  town- 
ship to  Miss  Mary  Platter,  who  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Delaware 
township,  April  21,  1840,  a daughter  of  Lewis  and  Betsy  (Gordon)  Plat- 
ter, honored  pioneers  of  that  township,  where  their  deaths  occurred.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Haver  by  this  union  had  one  daughter,  Emma.  Mrs.  Haver  died 
July  28,  1872,  and  Mr.  Haver  afterward  married  Mary  Brown,  by  which 
union  he  has  four  children:  Iona  (now  the  wife  of  Alva  Lavergne,  of  Wal- 

ler, Ohio),  Albert,  John  and  Curtis. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Haver  located  in  Delaware  township,  where  he 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  until  1888,  when  he  purchased  the  hotel 
property  in  Sherwood,  which  he  still  owns.  In  this  new  undertaking  he 
has  met  with  remarkable  success,  his  house  being  a favorite  resort  with  the 
traveling  public.  It  is  very  conveniently  arranged  and  well  furnished,  and 
in  all  its  appointments,  under  its  present  excellent  management,  is  a first- 
class  hotel,  and  is  well  patronized.  Politically  Mr.  Haver  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican; socially  he  is  a leading  member  of  Hancock  Post,  No.  579,  G.  A.  R. 


JAMES  K.  DENMAN,  M.  D. 

The  Denman  family,  of  which  this  prosperous  physician  is  an  hon- 
ored representative,  has  resided  in  Ohio  for  a number  of  years,  number- 
ing among  its  members  men  who  have  risen  to  positions  of  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  has  been  closely  associated  with  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  public. 

The  late  Hon.  Elisha  G.  Denman,  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  1821, 
removed  to  Williams  county  in  1851 — then  in  the  prime  of  manhood — 
and  there  continued  to  reside  till  his  death,  which  occurred  at  West  Unity, 
in  March,  1877.  In  early  life  he  married  Miss  Almira  H.  Morrison,  a 
native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  in  1820,  and  at  the 
time  of  their  removal  to  West  Unity,  Williams  county,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Den- 
man were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  the  youngest  of  whom,  James  K.,  was 
an  infant  four  months  old.  Three  sons  added  to  the  number  in  their  new 
home  completed  the  family  circle.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, but  being  a public-spirited  and  influential  citizen,  was  twice  chosen 
county  treasurer,  the  duties  incumbent  upon  which  office  he  faithfully  dis- 
charged, and  he  was  twice  honored  with  an  election  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, where,  likewise,  he  served  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Mrs. 
Denman  was  spared  to  the  family  many  years  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. She  departed  this  life  at  West  Unity,  in  December,  1896. 
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James  K.  Denman  was  born  June  30,  1851,  in  Batemantown,  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  but  becoming  a part  of  the  new  home  at  West  Unity  in  his 
infancy,  it  became  to  him  as  a birthplace,  and  there  all  the  tender  mem- 
ories and  associations  of  his  childhood  and  early  youth  center.  The  foun- 
dations of  his  education  were  laid  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  West 
Unity,  and  he  subsequently  attended  the  Bryan  Normal  School.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Long  Bros.,  druggists  at  Bryan,  where  he  remained 
three  years;  but  his  tastes  inclining  to  the  medical  profession,  he  again  be- 
came a student,  attending  Wooster  University,  Cleveland,  one  term,  and 
on  leaving  that  institution  completed  a course  in  the  Columbus  Medical 
College,  graduating  and  receiving  his  degree  there,  February  29,  1876.  The 
year  1876  was  further  signalized  by  his  location  at  The  Bend,  Delaware 
township,  and  the  beginning  of  his  medical  practice  here  in  partnership 
with  Doctor  W.  W.  Moats — this  event  occurring  on  the  5th  of  September. 
After  an  associate  practice  of  one  year,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Doc- 
tor Denman  continuing  in  practice  here  alone,  however,  the  next  two  years, 
when  he  took  up  the  drug  business  in  Sherwood,  and  carried  it  on  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  resumed  his  professional  life  at 
The  Bend  as  a general  practitioner.  In  the  winter  of  1895  he  attended 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Cleveland,  bringing  to  his  pro- 
fessional work  here  the  benefits  of  this  attention  to  modern  advances  in 
medical  science  and  skill.  The  Doctor  took  his  first  post-graduate  degree 
at  the  Columbus  Medical  College  in  1882,  and  his  second  one  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Cleveland  in  1896. 

In  June,  1877,  at  The  Bend,  Miss  Elizabeth  Speaker,  a daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Speaker,  of  Delaware  township,  became  his  bride.  She 
is  a native  of  the  town,  born  in  1851.  The  home  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Den- 
man is  located  at  The  Bend,  in  Delaware  township.  The  Doctor  owns  a 
large  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  which  he  conducts  in  connection  with  his 
professional  duties.  They  have  two  children : Charles  G.  and  Emma. 

The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Defiance  County  Medical  Society,  and 
the  Northwestern  Medical  Society.  He  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Union 
Central  and  New  York  Life  Insurance  Companies.  Socially,  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  politically,  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  ac- 
tively interested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
the  community,  and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  manifested  their  regard  for 
him  by  entrusting  him  with  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  township  for  a 
period  of  seven  years. 
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PHILIP  WEIDNER. 

This  member  of  the  firm  of  P.  Weidner  & Co.,  general  merchants  of 
Kunkle,  Williams  county,  has  demonstrated  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
“success”  as  the  full  accomplishment  of  an  honorable  purpose.  Energy,  close 
application,  perseverance  and  good  management — these  are  the  elements  which 
have  entered  into  his  business  career  and  crowned  his  efforts  with  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Weidner  was  born  August  23,  1840,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  Wendal  and  Catherine  (Weidner)  Weidner,  who,  though  bearing 
the  same  name,  were  not  related  previous  to  their  marriage.  Both  were 
born  on  the  Rhine,  in  Baden,  Germany,  were  there  married,  and  in  1831 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  becoming  residents  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  spent  their  remaining  days.  The  father  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
timber  land,  which  he  transformed  into  a good  farm,  and  upon  that  place 
died  in  1873  aged  seventy-three  years;  his  wife  passing  away  in  1855.  They 
held  membership  in  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  politically  he  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  Their  children  were : Mrs.  Chris- 

tine Pfingsday,  who  was  born  in  Germany;  William,  a resident  of  Mans- 
field, Ohio ; Henry,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; George,  of  Williams 
county;  Catherine,  of  Mansfield;  Philip,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  Dohm,  a farmer  of  Williams  county. 

The  common  schools  of  his  native  county  afforded  our  subject  his  edu- 
cational privileges,  and  upon  the  home  farm  he  was  reared  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry. On  leaving  the  parental  roof  in  i860,  he  came  to  Williams  county, 
where  during  the  first  year  he  was  employed  at  chopping  timber  and  clear- 
ing land  at  twelve  dollars  per  month,  and  then  engaged  in  carpenter  work 
until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-sev- 
enth Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Hancock’s  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
When  the  war  was  over  he  was  mustered  out  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  paid  off  and  received  an  honorable  discharge.  Dur- 
ing his  service  he  was  mostly  engaged  in  guard  duty. 

On  his  return  to  Williams  county,  Mr.  Weidner  resumed  work  at  r the 
carpenter’s  trade,  but  in  the  fall  of  1865  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  and  began  to  clear  and  improve  the  place,  erecting  thereon  a small 
frame  residence.  Having  secured  a home,  he  in  1867  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine E.  Stiving,  a native  of  Richland  county,  and  a daughter  of  Philip  and 
Leah  (Dohm)  Stiving.  Her  father  was  born  on  the  Rhine,  in  Baden,  Ger- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


327 


many,  and  in  1821,  when  a lad  of  thirteen  years,  came  to  the  New  World 
with  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Savilla  (Weidner)  Stiving,  who  subsequently 
became  residents  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  they  invested  their  capi- 
tal in  raw  land.  Jacob  Stiving,  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
labored  at  anything  by  which  he  could  make  an  honest  living,  and  at  in- 
tervals worked  on  his  own  land  in  order  to  make  a home  for  the  family. 
Finally  he  was  able  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  own  land.  He  died  upon  that  place,  and  his  wife  later 
made  her  home  among  her  children  in  Williams  county,  where  she  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Philip  Stiving  grew  to  manhood  in  Richland  county,  where  for  sev- 
eral years  he  operated  rented  farms,  and  where  most  of  his  children  were 
born.  On  coming  to  Williams  county  in  1856,  he  purchased  a tract  of 
wild  land,  which  he  converted  into  a good  farm,  and  meeting  with  success 
in  his  undertakings,  he  later  became  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  and  a half  of  that  amount  he  placed  under  cultivation.  When 
he  arrived  here,  in  order  to  reach  his  new  home  he  had  to  cut  a road  through 
the  forest,  and  the  family  made  their  temporary  home  in  an  old  shanty  un- 
til a more  substantial  log  house  could  be  erected.  This  was  afterward 
weather-boarded  and  made  into  a comfortable  home,  and  in  subsequent  years 
was  replaced  with  an  elegant  two-story  brick  residence,  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he  also  dealt 
quite  extensively  in  stock,  especially  cattle  and  horses.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  1888,  the  latter  surviving  him  only  six  months.  Before  leav- 
ing his  native  land  he  joined  the  Lutheran  Church,  always  adhered  to  that 
faith,  was  a kind  and  indulgent  husband  and  father,  and  had  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  To  his  children  he  left  a valuable  estate, 
and  they  have  carried  forward  the  work  he  inaugurated,  and  are  to-day 
prominent  and  useful  members  of  society.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as 
follows:  Catherine,  wife  of  our  subject;  Jacob,  a farmer;  Mrs.  Mary 
Traxler;  George,  a farmer;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Greek;  Peter,  a farmer;  Mrs. 
Emma  J.  Keller;  and  Savilla  L.,  wife  of  J.  Kunkle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weidner  began  their  domestic  life  upon  his  farm,  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  it  became 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality,  a good  orchard  having  been  planted,  a two- 
story  frame  residence  erected  and  substantial  outbuildings.  In  1875  he  left  the 
farm  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Kunkle,  where  he  invested  one  thous- 
and dollars  in  a stock  of  merchandise,  becoming  third  owner  in  a general 
store;  but  at  the  end  of  three  years  sold  his  interest,  and  for  a year  en- 
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gaged  in  contracting  and  building.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  however,  he 
purchased  the  store,  with  which  he  was  formerly  connected,  and  so  rapidly 
has  his  trade  increased  that  he  has  greatly  enlarged  his  stock,  and  in  1896 
was  forced  to  add  a new  store  room  to  his  building,  now  occupying  a good 
double  store,  in  which  he  carries  a large  and  well-selected  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  including  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  groceries,  etc. 
lie  also  deals  in  country  produce,  buying  and  shipping  large  quantities 
of  poultry,  wool,  hay,  clover  seed,  etc.  Being  a popular  merchant,  he  has 
met  with  well-deserved  success,  has  become  quite  wealthy,  and,  besides  his 
home  in  Kunkle,  he  owns  a fine  brick  residence  in  that  village,  where  he 
makes  his  home,  and  a good  farm  in  Williams  county.  For  eleven  years 
he  acceptably  served  as  postmaster  at  Kunkle,  but  resigned  in  1886  in  order 
to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  business  interests. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weidner  have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
George,  who  is  married,  and  is  now  interested  in  the  store;  Homer,  who  is 
also  in  the  store;  and  Laura,  at  home.  Although  Mr.  Weidner  still  super- 
intends both  farm  and  store,  he  leaves  the  more  arduous  labors  to  his  sons, 
who  are  wide-awake,  progressive  young  business  men.  Since  attaining  his 
majority  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party;  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  No.  821,  of  Kunkle,  and  London  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Montpelier. 


ELI  EL  TAYLOR  BINNS. 

“Man’s  sociality  of  nature,”  says  Carlyle,  “evinces  itself  in  spite  of  all 
that  may  be  said,  by  this  one  trait  were  there  no  other — the  unspeakable 
delight  which  he  takes  in  biography.”  This  is  especially  the  case  where  a 
man’s  own  energetic  and  well-directed  effort  has  been  the  means  of  his  ad- 
vancement in  life,  and  in  the  career  of  this  successful  merchant,  who  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Bryan,  there  is  much  to  instruct  as  well  as  inter- 
est the  reader. 

Mr.  Binns  comes  of  good  old  English  stock,  and  both  his  parents  were 
natives  of  “the  Merrie  Isle.”  His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Jonathan 
Binns,  and  grandfather,  William  Binns,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Bury, 
England,  a town  about  fifty  miles  northeast  of  Liverpool.  William  Binns 
was  a man  of  fine  mental  gifts,  and  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  an 
actor  through  his  appearance  in  amateur  theatricals  on  the  local  stage.  In 
his  youth  he  followed  the  barber’s  trade,  but  in  later  years  he  became  the 
official  auctioneer  of  Bury,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
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six.  He  had  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject’s  father,  Rev.  Samuel 
Binns,  was  the  eldest.  (2)  Henry  came  to  the  United  States  about  1840 
and  died  of  sea  fever  two  weeks  after  his  arrival  at  the  house  of  his  brother 
Samuel,  who  had  preceded  him.  He  left  a widow  and  two  sons,  Henry 
and  Edmund,  who  were  reared  by  their  grandfather  Binns,  but  came  to 
America  in  1868.  The  elder  learned  the  brass-molder’s  trade  in  England, 
and  now  owns  and  operates  a brass  and  iron  foundry  at  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 
The  younger  served  five  years  in  the  British  army  before  coming  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  three  years  after  his  arrival  worked  at  the  painter’s 
trade,  but  is  now  employed  by  his  brother  as  a bookkeeper.  (3)  Elizabeth 
died  in  England,  unmarried.  (4)  Edmund,  a cabinet  maker  by  trade,  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1840,  and  remained  about  nine  months,  but  re- 
turned to  Bury,  England,  where  he  died  in  1880. 

Rev.  Samuel  Binns,  our  subject’s  father,  came  to  America  in  1838, 
locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where  he  followed  the  tailor’s  trade,  and 
was  also  engaged  for  a time  in  taxidermy,  in  which  he  was  an  expert.  He 
prepared  many  fine  collections,  and  some  of  the  specimens  of  his  skill  were 
secured  by  P.  T.  Barnum  for  his  famous  museum  in  New  York  City.  In 
1842  Mr.  Binns  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  at  Westfield,  Medina  county, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  some  fifteen  years.  As  a business  man  he  was 
fairly  successful,  acquiring  a competence,  and  wherever  he  resided  he  took 
keen  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, being  public-spirited  to  an  eminent  degree.  He  was  a thorough 
American  in  principle,  his  adopted  country  receiving  his  hearty  allegiance. 
Soon  after  his  removal  to  Ohio  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
when  his  attention  was  once  turned  to  theological  questions  he  began  the 
study  of  them  with  characteristic  zeal  and  thoroughness.  So  earnest  was 
he  in  the  desire  to  gain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  and  their 
real  meaning,  that  he  mastered  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  without  an 
instructor,  an  achievement  which  demonstrates  both  his  ability  and  energy. 
Through  his  study  of  the  Bible  he  was  led  to  embrace  the  Universalist  faith, 
and  about  1854  he  was  ordained  as  a minister  of  that  Church,  in  which  he 
remained  in  active  service  for  thirty-five  years.  His  decided  character  made 
him  a power  in  the  denomination,  his  whole  force  being  thrown  into  any 
work  that  he  might  undertake,  and  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  ef- 
fective debaters  in  the  Church  in  his  day. 

Among  the  charges  which  he  held  during  his  long  service  in  the  ministry 
were  the  congregations  at  Amity,  Knox  county;  Newway,  Licking  county; 
Belleville,  Richland  county;  Lyons,  Fulton  county;  Fayette,  in  the  same 


330 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


county,  and  his  death  occurred  at  the  latter  place  on  June  12,  1889,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  cemetery  there.  He  was  married,  in  1836,  in 
Bury,  England,  to  Miss  Ellen  Taylor,  who  survives  him  and  still  (1898)  re- 
sides at  Fayette.  Although  now  in  her  eighty-third  year  she  retains  the 
use  of  her  faculties,  being  as  bright  and  active  as  most  women  of  fifty.  Of 
the  ten  children  of  this  estimable  couple  only  five  lived  to  maturity : ( 1 ) 

Eliza  married  James  Murphy,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  leaving 
three  sons — Eliel,  a farmer  in  Knox  county ; Clayton,  an  attorney  at  To- 
ledo; and  Edwin,  a farmer  in  Iowa.  (2)  William  married  Miss  Lois  Ford, 
and  resides  near  Fayette.  (3)  Sarah  married  Otis  Ford,  of  Fayette.  (4) 
Eliel  Taylor,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Ella  mar- 
ried James  Vail,  and  resides  at  Weston,  Michigan. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  16,  1850,  at  Westfield,  Ohio,  and  was 
chiefly  educated  in  the  district  and  graded  schools  of  Fayette.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  clerking  for  C.  L.  Allen  in  his  general  store  at  Fayette, 
and  after  three  years’  experience  he  went  to  Bowling  Green,  Wood  county, 
to  take  a similar  position  with  C.  F.  Button.  Returning  to  Fayette  seven 
months  later,  he  spent  the  winter  of  1869-70  in  the  employ  of  C.  L.  Allen, 
and  in  the  following  spring  he  “went  on  the  road”  selling  and  putting  up 
eave-troughs  in  various  places  in  Hillsdale  county,  Michigan,  in  Steuben 
county,  Indiana,  and  in  Williams  county,  this  State.  On  September  4,  1871, 
he  made  his  home  at  Bryan,  entering  the  employ  of  Walker  & Killets,  dry- 
goods  merchants,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  three  years  later,  he 
remained  with  Mr.  Walker  four  years  longer.  In  the  meantime  he  made  some 
profitable  investments  in  real  estate,  every  available  hundred  dollars  being 
put  to  good  use,  and  in  1878,  having  accumulated  sufficient  capital,  he  opened 
a new  dry-goods  store  and  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account.  From 
the  first  he  followed  the  wise  practice  of  paying  cash  for  his  stock,  thus  secur- 
ing a good  discount,  and  during  his  first  year  his  capital  was  turned  five  times, 
his  sales  amounting  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  As  he  increased  his 
trade  he  enlarged  his  stock,  and  at  times  his  business  has  amounted  to  sixty- 
nine  thousand  dollars  annually.  In  addition  to  his  dry-goods  store  he  is 
interested  in  other  enterprises,  being  the  founder  of  the  firm  of  A.  L.  Shaffer 
& Co.,  boot  and  shoe  dealers,  at  Bryan,  a prosperous  concern. 

He  was  active  as  a promoter  of  the  N.  & S.  R.  R.,  and  of  the  oil  and  gas 
company  organized  to  develop  the  territory  adjoining  Bryan.  His  real-estate 
holdings  are  still  extensive,  and  he  now  owns  eleven  buildings  and  five  busi- 
ness rooms  at  Bryan.  His  shrewdness  and  insight  into  character  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  in  a credit  business  extending  over  a period  of  seventeen  years, 
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in  which  his  outstanding  bills  have  usually  amounted  to  five  or  six  thousand 
dollars  a year,  he  has  collected  all  but  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars, 
which  may  yet  be  paid,  while  in  all  his  career  as  a landlord  he  was  never  lost 
a month’s  rent  from  a tenant.  He  has  always  been  an  advocate  of  public  im- 
provements, his  influence  being  given  toward  securing  for  his  town  a good 
water-works  system,  electric  lights,  and  suitable  school  buildings,  while  he  was 
one  of  the  chief  workers  in  the  movement  for  securing  the  present  fine  court 
house  at  Bryan,  and  spent  some  time  at  Columbus  in  order  to  gain  legislative 
approval  for  the  project.  In  politics  he  is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  he  is 
a stanch  friend  to  the  temperance  cause. 

On  September  16,  1S79,  Mr.  Binns  was  married  to  Miss  Allie  N.  Walker, 
who  died  May  3,  1880.  On  April  20,  1882,  he  formed  a second  matrimonial 
union,  this  time  with  Miss  Rhoda  E.  Lane,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  daugh- 
ters: Laura,  now  (1898)  aged  sixteen,  and  Mildred,  aged  seven.  Mr.  Binns 
and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Bryan,  and  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  in  his  locality,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  served  as  trustee 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


JOHN  ELLSWORTH  SCOTT. 

The  well-known  and  popular  postmaster  at  Bryan,  John  E.  Scott,  was 
born  in  Williams  county,  August  18,  1861,  a son  of  Doctor  William  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Millhouse)  Scott,  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  The  father  is 
now  deceased,  but  the  mother  is  still  living.  They  had  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  one  daughter — of  whom  John  E.  is  the  fifth  in  the 
order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Center  township, 
and  began  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality.  He  also 
pursued  a business  course  in  the  Fayette  Normal  School,  and  for  thirteen 
terms  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Williams  county. 

In  1886  Air.  Scott  was  appointed  railway  mail  clerk  under  President 
Cleveland’s  first  administration,  but  after  serving  for  two  years  and  eight 
months  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  Accepting  the 
position  of  deputy  treasurer  of  Williams  county,  he  served  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years,  and  in  February,  1894,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Bryan, 
being  the  present  incumbent.  He  is  a most  efficient  and  obliging  official, 
and  by  his  prompt  and  able  discharge  of  duty  has  won  the  commendation 
of  the  many  patrons  of  the  office.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he  was  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  treasurer  of  Williams  county,  and  was  elected,  although 
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the  county  was  carried  by  the  Republicans  for  Governor  Bushnell,  etc.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  party  in  his 
community,  and  has  always  taken  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  serving  as  past  chancellor  of  the  latter 
order.  An  enterprising,  public-spirited  man,  he  has  become  a valued  and 
useful  citizen  of  the  county. 

On  October  6,  1886,  in  Williams  county,  Mr.  Scott  married  Miss  Addie, 
daughter  of  James  Fisher,  of  Center  township,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Winifred. 


HARMAN  C.  LEADERS. 

No  foreign  element  has  become  a more  important  part  of  American  citi- 
zenship than  that  furnished  by  Germany.  The  immigrants  from  that  land 
have  brought  with  them  to  the  New  World  the  stability,  enterprise  and  per- 
severing characteristics  of  their  people,  and  have  fused  these  qualities  with 
the  progressiveness  and  indomitable  spirit  of  the  West.  Mr.  Leaders,  the 
present  superintendent  of  the  Defiance  County  Infirmary,  is  a representa- 
tive of  this  class. 

Julius  Leaders,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Germany  February 
29,  1820,  was  married  there  to  Henrietta  Myers,  and  they  had  three  child- 
ren: Harman  C.,  Mrs.  Augusta  Stengel,  and  Mary  M.  Leaders,  the  last- 

named  being  deceased.  In  1856  they  came  to  America,  but  the  mother 
died  two  years  after  their  arrival.  In  1859  the  father  for  his  second  wife 
wedded  Sophia  Walters,  of  Germany,  and  they  had  five  children — four  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Dora  (Mrs.  Decker),  William,  Charles,  George  and 

Elmore,  all  yet  living  except  Elmore.  The  father  passed  from  earth  at 
Brunersburg,  Defiance  county,  May  1,  1898,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  two 
months,  three  days.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  drafted  into 
the  army,  and  served  ten  months.  By  trade  he  was  a lifelong  tanner. 

From  May,  1856,  until  the  following  August  the  family  lived  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  then  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Noble  town- 
ship, where  Harman  C.  Leaders  grew  to  manhood.  During  his  youth  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  has  been  principally  employed 
throughout  life,  and  for  five  years  he  engaged  in  bridge  building.  He  has 
met  with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings,  is  now  the  owner  of  a good 
farm  in  Mark  township.  Defiance  county,  and  to  some  extent  has  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 


HARMAH  C.  LEADERS’  FAMILY. 
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In  Brunersburg,  Noble  township,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Leaders  was 
married  October  27,  1872,  to  Miss  Helen  Mary  Dowe,  who  was  born  at 
that  place,  May  5,  1848,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  child- 
ren, two  of  whom  are  now  deceased : Harman  and  an  infant  unnamed ; 

those  living"  are  Cornelius  F.,  Ada  I.,  Glen  L.,  Alice  A.  and  Ettie  H.  Of 
these — Cornelius  F.  and  Glen  L.  are  carpenters,  by  trade,  good  industrious 
men. 

Mrs.  Leaders  is  a daughter  of  John  Frederick  (Sr.)  and  Barbara 
(Speaker)  Dowe,  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  born  in  Hanover  in  1830, 
the  mother  born  in  Baden  in  1816.  They  were  married  in  Defiance  county, 
December  16,  1846.  In  their  family  were  six  children,  viz.:  Helen  Mary 

(Mrs.  Leaders),  Charles  F.  (deceased),  two  who  died  in  infancy,  Clara 
(also  deceased),  and  J.  F.  (living).  The  mother,  who  came  to  Defiance 
county  in  1834,  died  March  15,  1895;  the  father  passed  from  earth  in 
April,  1880.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By  occupation 
he  was  a blacksmith,  and  was  widely  known  throughout  the  community  in 
which  he  lived.  He  served  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
being  drafted  in  1862.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  served  as  a 
substitute  until  his  final  discharge  on  account  of  injury  received  in  the  serv- 
ice. For  many  years  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace;  also  for  sometime  was 
infirmary  director,  both  of  which  incumbencies  he  was  filling  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Leaders’  maternal  grandfather,  Lucas  Speaker,  was  born 
in  Germany,  whence  he  came  at  an  early  day  to  Defiance  county,  where  he 
died. 

Mr.  Leaders  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
community,  and  he  has  often  been  honored  with  official  positions,  being  town- 
ship assessor,  constable,  clerk,  and  for  eight  years  treasurer  of  Noble  town- 
ship. On  February  2,  1897,  he  was  chosen  superintendent  of  the  Defiance 
County  Infirmary  to  succeed  William  Phillips,  and  is  now  filling  that  office 
in  a manner  creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
A public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  he  gives  a cheerful  support  to  ob- 
jects which  are  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  educational  or  material  wel- 
fare of  his  township  and  county. 


SOLOMON  ZARBAUGH. 

This  representative  and  prominent  citizen  of  Holgate,  Henry  county, 
was  born  March  24,  1847,  'n  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  a son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Bookman)  Zarbaugh,  also  natives  of  that  county.  The  father 
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died  in  Van  Buren,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  When  three  years  old  our  subject  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  V an  Buren,  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  obtained  his  education.  In  October,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  although  only  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  he  became  a brave  and  fearless  soldier,  always  found 
at  his  post  of  duty,  valiantly  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  repre- 
sented. He  was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  and 
participated  in  six  important  engagements  besides  many  skirmishes. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Zarbaugh  re- 
turned to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  for  about  four  years  was  employed 
as  a clerk  in  a dry-goods  store  in  Van  Buren,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  on  his  own  account  for  two  years.  Under  President  Grant’s 
administration  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Van  Buren,  but  before  his 
term  expired,  he  resigned,  sold  out  his  business  and  removed  to  North  Bal- 
timore, Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  for  three  years  he  was  employed  in  a 
sash,  door  and  blind  factory.  He  subsequently  clerked  for  a few  years  in 
the  same  place  and  in  March,  1881,  came  to  Holgate,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Here  he  engaged  in  merchandising  until  1889,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  store,  and  under  President  Harrison’s  administration  served 
as  postmaster  for  four  and  one-half  years.  He  also  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  six  years,  and  in  1897  was  appointed  notary  public,  a position 
he  is  now  filling.  As  a business,  he  is  now  interested  in  real  estate  and  col- 
lecting. 

While  living  in  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Zarbaugh  was  married  in  Findlay,  Ohio. 
September  29,  1870,  to  Miss  Rachel  Poe,  a native  of  Hancock  county,  and 
a daughter  of  George  L.  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Poe,  who  both  died  in  Findlay. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zarbaugh  have  one  child,  Lyman  L.,  now  a dentist  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio.  The  parents  are  both  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  while  socially  Mr.  Zarbaugh  belongs  to  E.  Gleason 
Post,  No.  644.  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  formerly  an  active  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  At  ten  different  times  he  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  the  State  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army,  was  twice  alternate  dele- 
gate to  the  National  Encampment,  once  acting  as  delegate,  and  in  1892  was 
elected  delegate  to  the  silver  anniversary  of  the  National  Encampment  held 
at  Detroit,  Michigan.  Since  1888  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Indigent 
Soldiers’  Board,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
everything  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  old  army  comrades. 

Mr.  Zarbaugh  is  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  Republican 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


337 


party  in  Henry  county,  is  a member  of  the  County  Executive  Committee  and 
the  County  Central  Committee,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  State  Republican 
League.  In  1894  he  refused  the  nomination  for  Congress  from  the  Fifth  Con- 
gressional District,  but  has  twice  been  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  State 
Legislature  and  once  for  county  treasurer.  In  1895  he  came  within  three  hun- 
dred votes  of  being  elected  to  the  office  of  representative.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion has  always  found  in  him  an  earnest  advocate,  and  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  he  has  done  much  to  advance  its  interests.  He  has  also  served  as 
an  efficient  member  of  the  village  council,  and  is  numbered  among  the  valued 
citizens  of  Holgate  who  have  been  devoted  to  the  public  welfare.  On  April  1, 
1898,  he  was  appointed  by  President  McKinley  postmaster  at  Holgate,  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  commenced  May  1,  1898.  He  has  manifested  the 
same  loyalty  in  days  of  peace  as  in  days  of  war,  and  all  who  know  him  have  for 
him  the  highest  regard.  At  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain  Mr.  Zarbaugh  at 
once  made  application  to  Governor  Bushnell  for  permission  to  recruit  a 
company  of  men,  and  had  the  war  lasted  any  length  of  time  or  more  men 
been  needed,  he  would  again  have  been  at  the  front  defending  “old  glory.” 


THEODORE  W.  KNIGHT. 

One  of  the  leading  citizens  of  S wanton,  Fulton  county,  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  here  appears.  He  is  a descendant  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family  and  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  July  4,  1846. 

Wesley  Knight,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, June  10,  1808,  and  followed  farming  during  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life.  He  came  west  with  relatives,  his  father  having  died  some  years  be- 
fore, and  settled  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  when  that  now  beautiful  town  consisted 
of  but  four  log  houses.  This  was  his  home  until  1853,  when  he  came  to 
Fulton  county  and  located  about  a half  mile  south  of  Swanton,  at  a place 
known  as  Centerville.  This  was  on  the  old  plank  road,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  he  kept  a tavern  here.  The  advent  of  the  railroad  spoiled  the  old 
plank  road  for  business,  and  while  he  closed  his  tavern  he  continued  to  live 
there  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  removed  to  Swanton  and  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  his  death  in  1894.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican  until  about  ten  years  before  he  died,  when  he  became  a Prohi- 
bitionist. He  was  always  very  temperate  in  his  habits,  never  having  drank 
or  used  tobacco  in  his  life.  For  over  sixty  years  he  was  a faithful  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  wife  was  Miss  Louisa  Bas- 
sett, who  was  born  in  Cortland  county,  New  York,  January  5,  1809,  and 
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died  March  25,  1890.  Their  children  were:  Wilhelmina,  widow  of  Charles 

Hilton;  Julia,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  and  Theodore  W.  The 
father  had  three  brothers — Ira  and  Rufus  (now  deceased),  who  lived  near 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  and  Lyman,  who  went  west  and  was  never  heard 
from  afterward. 

Theodore  W.  Knight  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  semi- 
nary at  Maumee.  After  leaving  school  he  taught  for  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years,  and  under  the  administration  of  President  Hayes  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Swanton,  fulfilling  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  then  engaged  in.  the  grocery  business,  which  he  still  continues  with  great 
success.  As  may  be  inferred  from  the  above,  he  is  a stanch  Republican ; 
he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  Swan  Creek  township  for  six  years,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  village  council  for  several  terms. 

On  September  11,  1873  Mr.  Knight  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Augusta  Sikes,  who  was  born  in  Dorset,  Vermont,  July  29,  1847.  Two 
children  have  gladdened  their  home:  Earl  Roscoe,  born  October  2,  1879, 

and  Norman  W.,  born  March  11,  1S83,  died  February  8,  1897.  Mr.  Knight 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  perfectly  temperate  in  his 
habits.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Swanton,  and 
of  the  Encampment  at  Delta.  Quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  his  genial 
courtesy  has  won  him  many  friends,  whose  respect  is  retained  by  bis  hon- 
orable, upright  life. 


EDWARD  H.  OTIS. 

Mr.  Otis,  who  is  a representative  farmer  and  influential  citizen  of 
Milford  township.  Defiance  county,  residing  in  Section  26,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  December  28,  1827,  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  is  a son  of  Jesse  and  Charlotte  (Davy)  Otis,  who  died  in  Wayne 
county.  In  their  family  were  nine  children — seven  sons  and  two  daughters — 
our  subject  being  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth.  In  the  county  of  his  nativity 
he  was  reared  and  educated,  and  there  continued  to  live  until  1861. 

In  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Otis  was  married  October  14,  1858,  to  Miss 
Isabella  J.  McElhinney,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  September  16,  1836, 
second  in  the  family  of  twelve  children — five  sons  and  seven  daughters — 
of  Robert  G.  and  Eliza  (Bell)  McElhinney,  who  also  died  in  Wayne  county. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  (1)  Eliza,  now  the  wife 

of  Madison  Sinn,  by  whom  she  has  three  sons — Otis,  Glenn,  and  Jacob 
Lee — the  last  named  being  now  deceased ; they  reside  in  Hicksville  town- 
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ship,  Defiance  county.  (2)  Hampton  J.,  who  married  Miss  Geraldine 
Rudolph,  of  Colorado,  and  they  have  one  child.  Hampton  Otis  is  a gardener 
in  Colorado. 

In  the  spring  of  1861  Mr.  Otis  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  located 
on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  it  being  pleasantly  situated  in  Section  26, 
Milford  township,  and  comprising  three  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  improved  with  good  build- 
ings ; in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  locality. 

Mr.  Otis  has  always  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  affairs, 
and  has  given  his  influence  to  all  enterprises  for  the  public  good.  For  two 
terms  he  efficiently  served  as  land  appraiser,  and  was  township  trustee  for 
seven  years.  His  industry  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  business,  his  spotless 
private  life,  and  the  character  of  the  services  he  has  rendered  in  official 
capacities  have  elevated  him  to  the  highest  esteem  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lives.  His  wife  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a 
most  estimable  lady.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 


JOHN  M.  PRAYER. 

The  financial  and  commercial  history  of  Henry  county  would  be  very 
incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  without  a personal  mention  of  those  whose 
lives  are  iilterwoven  so  closely  with  the  industrial  and  financial  development 
of  this  section  of  the  State.  Prominent  among  this  class  of  citizens  is  Mr. 
Brayer,  who  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staves  in 
Holgate,  and  is  now  officially  connected  with  the  Holgate  Commercial  Bank. 

Mr.  Brayer  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  March  21,  1855,  and  in 
that  city  was  reared  and  educated.  His  father,  Michael  Brayer,  was  a native 
of  Alsace,  Germany,  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a young  man,  and  in  Roches- 
ter, New  York,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wackerman,  also  a native  of  the 
Fatherland.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children — six  sons  and  four 
daughters — of  whom  John  M.  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth.  Both  parents 
died  in  Rochester. 

In  his  native  city  John  M.  Brayer  remained  until  1874,  which  year  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  Henry  county,  Ohio.  Some  time  previous,  his  father, 
in  company  with  two  other  gentlemen,  had  come  to  the  county  and  erected 
a stavemill  in  Holgate,  where  our  subject  was  employed  until  1882,  when  he 
and  his  two  brothers,  Jacob  W.  and  Nicholas  W.  Brayer,  purchased  the  mill, 
which  they  successfully  operated  until  1891,  selling  out  at  that  time  to 
G.  W.  Walker,  the  present  owner.  Mr.  Brayer  has  since  been  connected 
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with  the  bank,  now  known  as  the  Holgate  Commercial  Bank,  which  was 
organized  by  our  subject,  his  brother,  Nicholas  W.,  and  F.  H.  Voigt,  the 
firm  name  at  that  time  being  Brayer  Brothers  & Voigt.  As  the  founder  of 
what  has  become  one  of  the  most  reliable  financial  institutions  of  the  county 
he  deserves  special  credit.  His  success  has  been  the  result  of  honest,  per- 
sistent effort  in  the  line  of  honorable  and  manly  dealing,  and  he  is  justly 
numbered  among  the  leading  and  influential  business  men  of  his  adopted 
county.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

In  Flat  Rock  township,  Henry  county,  March  21,  1886,  Mr.  Brayer  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Eberly,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eve  Eberly,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Henry  county.  Her  father  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brayer  have  four  children,  namely:  Carrie  E.,  Thomas  H.,  Nellie 
E.  and  Jean  A. 


GEORGE  W.  WALKER. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  what  manner  of  man  Mr.  Walker  is. 
In  a Republican  country  where  merit  must  win,  we  can  tell  much  of  his 
life.  Wealth  may  secure  a start,  but  it  cannot  maintain  one  in  a posi- 
tion where  brains  and  executive  ability  are  required.  Mr.  Walker  did  not 
have  wealth  to  aid  him  in  beginning  his  business  career.  His  reliance 
has  been  placed  in  the  more  substantial  qualities  of  perseverance,  untiring 
enterprise,  resolute  purpose  and  commendable  zeal,  and  withal  his  actions 
have  been  guided  by  an  honesty  of  purpose  that  none  have  questioned. 
He  is  a true  type  of  American  progress  and  enterprise.  His  intellectual  en- 
ergy,  prudent  business  methods  and  reliable  sagacity  have  all  combined  to 
make  him  one  of  the  ablest  business  men  of  Henry  county. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Lancaster  county,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1847,  a son  of  John  Peter  and  Sarah  J.  Walker,  the  former  a native  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  the  latter  of  England.  They  were  married  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children — 
eight  sons  and  five  daughters — George  W.  being  second  in  the  order  of 
birth.  The  father  has  always  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  is 
now  a resident  of  Henry  county,  but  the  mother  died  near  Deshler,  Ohio, 
June  29,  1895. 

When  five  years  old  George  W.  Walker  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Putnam  county,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  acquired  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  which  has  well-fitted  him  for  the  responsible  duties 
of  business  life.  In  1872  he  went  to  Belmore,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged 
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in  the  dry-goods  business  two  years.  In  1874  he  removed  his  business  to 
Holgate,  Ohio,  and  continued  to  engage  in  that  line  of  business  in  con- 
nection with  milling,  at  one  time  operating  four  different  sawmills,  two 
planing  mills  and  one  grist  mill.  He  became  known  as  “the  hustler,”  of 
Henry  county,  and  for  twenty  years  worked  eighteen  hours  a day,  keeping 
his  own  books  in  connection  with  his  other  work.  At  the  present  time  he 
owns  two  stavemills  and  two  sawmills  in  Holgate,  also  a saw  and  shingle 
mill  in  Vandalia,  Illinois,  employment  being  furnished  to  one  hundred  and 
ten  men.  In  addition  to  his  management  of  this  business,  Mr.  Walker  ope- 
rates over  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  lies  near  Holgate, 
and  he  formerly  owned  and  carried  on  large  mercantile  establishments  in 
Holgate  and  Malinta.  Probably  no  man  in  the  county  has  done  more  to 
advance  its  interests  by  building  up  several  villages,  including  Belmore,  Con- 
tinental and  Holgate,  having  erected  twenty  houses  and  two  good  business 
blocks  in  the  last  named.  He  has  recently  purchased  a thirty-two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollar  residence  in  Vandalia,  Illinois,  whither  it  is  his  intention 
to  shortly  remove. 

On  June  5,  1869,  *n  Sidney,  Ohio,  Mr.  Walker  wedded  Miss  Mary  J. 
Wagner,  a native  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four 
sons,  namely:  David  W.,  Charles  A.,  George  A.,  and  Angus  A.  Socially 

Mr.  Walker  is  a member  of  Holgate  Lodge,  No.  271,  K.  P.,  while  politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  party,  and  doing  all  in  his  power  to  insure  its  success.  He  is 
a leading  spirit  in  all  matters  of  public  interest,  cheerfully  gives  his  support 
to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to  public  development,  and  with  hardly  an 
exception  he  has  been  connected  with  every  interest  that  has  promoted  gen- 
eral welfare.  He  has  been  a prominent  member  of  the  village  council  and 
school  board,  and  in  religious  faith  has  been  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  His  name  is  a synonym  for  honorable 
business  dealing,  and  he  is  always  mentioned  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens 
of  Henry  county. 


WILLIAM  S.  BARHITE. 

This  prominent  merchant  of  Hamler,  and  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Henry  county,  has  shown  in  his  successful  career  that  he  has  the 
ability  to  plan  wisely  and  execute  with  energy,  a combination  which,  when 
possessed  by  men  in  any  walk  of  life,  never  fails  to  effect  notable  results. 

Mr.  Barhite  was  born  November  11,  1866,  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  there 
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made  his  home  until  seven  years  of  age,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  Wood  county,  this  State.  A year  later,  however,  he 
returned  to  Huron  county,  and  until  twenty  years  of  age  lived  with  his  uncle 
on  a farm,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  then  came  to  Hamler,  Henry  county,  where  he  was  employed  for  three 
years  in  an  implement  house,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  embarked  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  as  a merchant.  He  is  an  enterprising,  wide-awake 
business  man  of  known  reliability,  and  from  the  public  receives  a liberal  pat- 
ronage. 

On  April  5,  1887,  Mr.  Barhite  was  married  in  Hamler  to  Miss  Ella  Mc- 
Granahan,  a native  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children  : Lulu  and  Marjorie. 

Mr.  Barhite  is  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  Henry  county,  and  as 
one  of  its  influential  citizens  has  become  quite  prominently  identified  with  the 
political  affairs  of  the  community.  During  the  fore  part  of  President  Har- 
rison’s administration  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Hamler,  a position  he 
creditably  filled  for  four  years,  and  in  1893  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Henry  county.  He  is  an  earnest  Christian  gentle- 
man, and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he 
belongs.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  Tekopa 
Lodge,  No.  715,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


RALPH  D.  WEBSTER. 

Mr.  Webster,  who  is  one  of  the  publishers  of  “The  Democrat”  and  “The 
Evening  News,”  of  Defiance,  is  a worthy  representative  of  a family  which 
has  long  been  noted  for  mental  ability,  its  members  having  won  distinction 
for  the  name  in  political,  literary,  and  professional  fields. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  record  was  John  Webster,  a na- 
tive of  England,  who  came  to  America  between  1630  and  1633  with  his 
wife  and  son  Robert.  In  1634  he  was  made  a voter  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  colony,  and  in  1636  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Hooker’s  colony,  becoming  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Connecticut. 
From  1639  to  1655  he  held  the  office  of  magistrate,  and  in  the  latter  year 
he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor  of  Connecticut.  In  1656  he  became  gov- 
ernor of  the  colony,  and  after  retiring  from  this  office  he  removed,  in  1659, 
to  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1661.  He  had  sev- 
eral children,  and  Noah  Webster,  the  distinguished  lexicographer,  was  a 
grandson. 
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II.  Robert  Webster,  the  eldest  son  of  John,  was  in  military  service 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  He  was  married  in  1652  to  Susanna  Treat, 
and  settled  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  but  in  1659  returned  to  Hartford. 
He  had  a family  of  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  a son,  Jonathan. 

III.  Jonathan  Webster  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1657.  By  his  second  wife,  Mary  Judd,  he  had  a son,  also  named 
Jonathan. 

IV.  Jonathan  Webster,  son  of  Jonathan  III.,  was  born  at  Hartford, 
March  18,  1682,  and  was  married  December  14,  1704,  to  Esther  Judd,  by 
whom  he  had  several  children,  his  eldest  son  being  named  Jonathan. 

V.  Jonathan  Webster,  son  of  Jonathan  IV.,  was  born  at  East  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  December  25,  1709,  and  was  married  in  February,  1730. 
to  Mabel  Risley. 

VI.  Ashbel  Webster,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  V.,  was  born  March  12, 
1733,  at  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  from  April  15  to  September  12,  1755.  He  held  the  rank 
of  corporal  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops,  commanded  by 
Captain  Elizur  Goodrich,  of  His  Majesty’s  service,  and  was  credited  with 
twenty-one  weeks  and  three  days,  his  pay  being  at  the  rate  of  one  pound, 
eight  shillings  per  month.  He  was  doubtless  with  the  troops  at  Lake 
George,  New  York,  and  probably  took  part  in  the  principal  battle  of  that 
campaign  on  September  5,  1755,  at  Fort  Edward,  afterward  known  as  Fort 
William  Henry,  as  he  received  his  discharge  seven  days  after  that  engage- 
ment. He  died  August  1,  1801,  leaving  several  children,  atid  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Price,  died  May  8,  1813. 

VII.  Ashbel  Webster,  the  second  son  of  Ashbel  VI.,  was  born  at  Glas- 
tonbury, Connecticut,  August  3,  1756,  and  did  notable  service  as  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army.  In  1775  he  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Boston 
under  Captain  Hanchett  and  Colonel  Spencer,  and  later  was  at  Boston  Neck 
and  “Bunker  Hill.'’  On  August  27,  1776,  he  was  in  the  battle  on  Long 
Island,  near  New  York,  under  Captain  Samuel  Wells,  and  during  the  re- 
treat of  the  patriot  forces  he  participated  in  the  fighting  and  skirmishing. 
During  1779  and  1780  he  was  on  duty  at  the  military  posts  along  the  Hud- 
son. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Connecticut,  and 
in  1793  he  removed  to  Poultney,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  about  four 
years.  In  1797  he  settled  near  Cuyler,  New  York,  and  in  1831  he  removed 
to  Cuba,  New  York,  where  he  died  November  13,  1838.  On  September  7, 
1 777,  he  was  married  at  Bolton,  Connecticut,  to  Mercy  Swetland,  who  sur- 
vived him,  her  death  occurring  September  16,  1843.  They  had  eleven 
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children,  whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Plumly,  Jan- 

uary 8,  1779;  Jesse,  September  19,  1780;  Ashbel,  February  15,  1783;  George, 
April  1 2,  1786;  Jason,  January  12,  1789;  Hannah,  February  4,  1791;  Dan- 
iel, December  2,  1793;  Jared,  February  17,  1795;  Mercy,  March  16,  1798; 
Israel  Swetland,  August  29,  1801,  and  Eliza,  April  10,  1804. 

VIII.  Jason  Webster,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  married  Ann 
Woolley,  and  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  married  life  at  Portland,  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York,  where  he  died  very  suddenly,  about  1857.  They 
had  several  children,  of  whom  the  second  was  a son,  James  Hervey,  our 
subject’s  father. 

IX.  James  Hervey  Webster  was  born  October  14,  1820,  in  Alle- 

gheny county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  in  Portland  town- 
ship, Chautauqua  county,  New  York.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Portland  township,  Chautauqua  county,  New  York.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Tucker,  and  had  the  following  children:  Jason,  Herbert  T., 

Henry  IT,  Ella  Ann,  Ralph  D.,  Israel  J.,  Nelson  R.,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  one  son  (Monroe)  and  one  daughter  (Sarah)  who  both  died 
in  infancy. 

X.  Ralph  D.  Webster,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
March  9,  1855,  at  Portland,  New  York,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  mainly 
upon  his  father’s  farm.  He  attended  the  local  schools  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  then,  after  one  year  in  the  Westfield  Union  Schools,  he 
entered  Jamestown  Collegiate  Institute,  where  he  completed  the  English 
course,  passing  the  State  Regents  examination.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  began  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  “The  Sentinel,”  at  May- 
ville,  New  York,  occupying  for  a time  the  humble  but  eminently  useful  po- 
sition of  “devil.”  After  two  years  he  went  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  and 
worked  for  a year  as  a journeyman  on  the  “Jamestown  Journal”  and  “Chau- 
tauqua Democrat.”  He  then  removed  to  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  for  some  time  on  the  “Ottawa  County  News”  and  other  pa- 
pers. In  January,  1878,  he  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  “Upper 
Sandusky  Union;”  but  in  January,  1879,  severed  his  connection  with 
that  enterprise  and  removed  to  Paulding,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  “The 
Democrat”  and  conducted  it  successfully  for  eleven  years. 

During  this  period  he  took  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local  affairs, 
serving  as  county  auditor  for  two  terms,  and  holding  various  minor  offices. 
In  1891  he  located  at  Defiance,  and  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  “The 
Democrat,”  which  was  owned  by  a stock  company.  His  youngest  brother. 
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Nelson  R.,  is  now  associated  with  him  in  the  publication  of  the  “Defiance 
Democrat”  and  “Defiance  Evening  News.”  The  “Democrat”  is  one  of  the 
oldest  papers  in  Ohio,  having  been  founded  in  1844  by  A.  H.  Palmer,  and 
under  its  present  management  it  has  largely  increased  in  circulation  and  in- 
fluence. It  is  an  eight-page  quarto,  of  eight  columns,  with  a circulation  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred,  and  is  a valuable  medium  for  advertising  as  it 
reaches  an  excellent  class  of  citizens,  being  bright,  newsy,  and  progressive. 
The  “Daily  News”  has  one  thousand  subscribers,  and  is  also  conducted  in 
a manner  to  commend  it  to  the  community.  It  was  the  first  Democratic  daily 
newspaper  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  District.  In  politics  Mr.  Webster  is  a 
stanch  Democrat. 

On  July  17,  1875,  Mr.  Webster  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  J.  Snider, 
at  Port  Clinton,  Ohio.  She  is  a member  of  a well-known  family  of  that 
locality,  her  father,  Philip  R.  Snider,  being  a prominent  agriculturist  there. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union:  Harry  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 

years,  and  Philip  PI.,  born  in  1886.  Socially,  Mr.  Webster  and  his  wife 
are  popular,  and  he  is  identified  with  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  also  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  a member  of  Defiance  Commandery,  No.  30,  Knights 
Templar. 


NELSON  R.  WEBSTER. 

This,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Webster  Bros.,  publishers  of 
“The  Democrat”  and  “The  Evening  News,”  of  Defiance,  was  born  June 
25,  1862,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York. 

At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Ottawa  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  time  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  work- 
ing on  his  step-father’s  farm  in  summer  and  attending  country  school  in 
winter.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  entered  the  office  of  the  “Ottawa  County  Re- 
porter,” at  Port  Clinton,  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade,  where  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1878.  At  that  time  he  went  to  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
and  worked  for  a time  in  the  office  of  the  “Wyandot  Union.”  In  January, 
1879,  he  went  to  Paulding  and  worked  for  his  brother  R.  D.,  in  the  office 
of  “The  Democrat,”  until  the  following  autumn,  when  he  removed  to  To- 
ledo, and  there  finding  employment  as  a journeyman  printer  in  the  office  of 
“The  Commercial”  and  on  other  papers.  In  1882  he  went  to  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
and  was  engaged  for  over  a year  in  the  grocery  business.  Thence  he  re- 
moved to  Port  Clinton,  where  for  a year  he  was  engaged  at  pound  fishing 
in  Lake  Erie. 
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In  the  fall  of  1884  he  returned  to  Paulding,  Ohio,  where  he  conducted 
the  “Paulding  Democrat”  for  his  brother,  R.  D.,  while  the  latter  was  fill- 
ing the  office  of  county  auditor,  until  the  first  of  April,  1889,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  “Ottawa  County  News,”  at  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  which  paper  he 
conducted  until  the  summer  of  1895,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  River- 
side, Southern  California,  where  he  spent  a year,  employed  as  editor  of  the 
“Riverside  Enterprise.”  In  November  of  1896,  Mr.  Webster  returned  to 
Ohio  and  purchased  a half  interest  in  “The  Democrat”  and  “The  Evening 
News,”  of  Defiance,  which  he  has  since  assisted  in  editing  and  publishing. 

On  November  17,  1881,  Mr.  Webster  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sadie  Bell,  daughter  of  Richard  Bell,  a prosperous  wholesale  catcher  and 
shipper  of  Lake  Erie  fish,  at  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  was  born 
one  son,  Chauncy,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  September  3,  1883. 


WILLIAM  G.  KOPP. 

The  endeavor  to  excel  in  a chosen  line  or  lines  of  effort  is  character- 
istic of  the  men  who  win  success  in  these  days  of  close  competition,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  resident  of  Highland  township,  Defiance 
county,  has  evidently  made  practical  application  of  the  fact  in  his  various 
business  enterprises. 

Mr.  Kopp  is  a native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Crawford  county, 
July  21,  1859,  but  his  ancestry  on  both  sides  is  of  German  blood.  His  father, 
the  late  Charles  Kopp,  and  mother,  Mrs.  Louise  (Stahl)  Kopp,  were  born 
at  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  early  in  their  married  life, 
in  1854.  In  1862  they  settled  in  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  where 
the  father  died  January  3,  1897.  The  mother  now  resides  with  our  subject. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  and  as  the 
son  of  a busy  farmer  was  trained  from  boyhood  to  habits  of  industry.  When 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  old  he  left  home  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
at  New  Washington,  Crawford  county,  where  he  spent  about  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Lansing,  Michigan,  but  after  nine  months  returned  to  Defi- 
ance county,  securing  employment  with  the  Turnbull  Wagon  works  at  Defi- 
ance. He  remained  with  this  company  fourteen  months,  and  then  engaged 
in  business  on  his  own  account  in  Section  11,  Highland  township,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  While  conducting  his  blacksmith  shop  he  became  interested 
in  a sawmill  in  the  same  locality  as  a partner  of  his  brother  Frederick,  who 
was  accidentally  killed  in  the  mill  March  23,  1889. 

Soon  after  this  event  Mr.  Kopp  gave  up  his  blacksmithing  business  and 
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took  charge  of  the  mill,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  at  his  present  home- 
stead of  forty  acres,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  improvements.  His 
farm  buildings  are  comfortable  and  attractive,  and  his  management  of  the 
place  is  scientific,  his  inclination  for  securing  the  best  possible  results  being 
shown  in  many  ways,  and  notably  in  the  keeping  up  of  a herd  of  thorough- 
bred Poland-China  hogs.  In  connection  with  his  other  work  he  now  operates 
a tile  factory  on  his  farm.  With  all  these  cares  he  might  be  supposed  to  be 
too  busy  to  take  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  but  his  fellow-citizens  have  too 
high  an  opinion  of  his  abilities  and  judgment  to  permit  him  to  remain  entirely 
out  of  politics.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  advisers  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  his  locality,  and  in  the  spring  of  1896  he  was  chosen 
as  a member  of  the  Central  Committee  of  Defiance  county.  On  May  7,  1898, 
he  was  appointed  jury  commissioner  of  Defiance  county,  and  served  one  year 
from  May  23.  He  is  interested  in  all  movements  that  promise  benefit  to  the 
community,  and  is  prominent  in  religious  work  as  an  active  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

On  October  16,  1881,  Mr.  Kopp  was  married  near  Lansing,  Michigan, 
to  Miss  Louisa  Oppanlander,  who  was  born  September  12,  1861,  in  Wnr- 
temberg,  Germany.  Nine  children  blessed  this  union,  their  names  and  dates 
of  birth,  etc.,  being  as  follows:  Frederick  W.,  October  16,  1882;  Elizabeth 

P.,  May  24,  1884:  Sophia  M.,  November  25,  1885;  J.  W.  Webster,  March 
30,  1887;  Edith  A.,  October  7,  1890;  Bertha  M.  P.,  February  22,  1892; 
Amelia  A.,  September  22,  1894;  Charles  W.  J.,  May  16,  1896,  and  John 
H.,  May  10,  1897,  died  August  13,  1898. 


WILLIAM  D.  WILSON. 

Among  the  sons  of  the  beautiful  Emerald  Isle  who  emigrated  to  our 
shores  many  years  ago,  was  Barnabas  Wilson,  the  grandfather  of  the  pros- 
perous business  man  whose  name  opens  this  biographical  memoir.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  land  to  Eliza  Crosby,  and  together  they  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  making  this  their 
adopted  country  and  that  place  their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Wilson  followed 
farming  as  a life  occupation. 

James  Wilson,  a son  of  this  couple,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  removing  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio.  He  there  married  Miss 
Mary  Geer,  and  in  1852  removed  to  Milford  township,  Defiance  county.  He 
became  a useful  and  valued  citizen  of  that  place,  and  served  in  a number  of 
local  offices.  His  wife  is  a native  of  Virginia,  and  is  a daughter  of  the  late 


350 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


George  Geer.  Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Catharine  Winbigler.  James 
Wilson  was  a prosperous  agriculturist  and  representative  citizen  of  Milford 
township,  Defiance  county,  for  a number  of  years,  but  now  lives  a retired 
life  at  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  Ohio.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

George  Geer  was  an  early  settler  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  made 
agriculture  the  business  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  of  very  exemplary  char- 
acter. Both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  James 
Wilson,  in  Defiance  county.  They  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

William  D.  Wilson,  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Geer)  Wilson,  was  born 
at  Jeromesville,  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  February  19,  1850.  He  received 
his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of  Defiance  county,  and  made  his  home 
there  with  his  father  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  November  27,  1873, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Lovina  Kyle,  nee  Foust,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Susanna  (Deardorf)  Foust.  Her  father  is  a farmer  of  Defi- 
ance county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  began  housekeeping  on  a farm  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Wilson  a short  time  before  his  marriage.  It  contained  eighty 
acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  thirty-five  of  which  he  cleared  while  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  the  farm.  In  1879  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  Edgerton,  where 
he  established  himself  in  the  insurance  business,  and  built  a handsome  resi- 
dence. After  a stay  of  three  years  in  that  place  he  sold  his  property  and  busi- 
ness there,  and  January  2,  1882,  located  in  Hicksville,  where,  by  fair  and 
strictly  upright  dealing,  he  has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  loan,  real-estate 
and  insurance  business — the  leading  one  of  the  kind  there  in  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  and  collections  made.  His  sterling  integrity  and  busi- 
ness ability  have  gained  for  him  such  confidence  in  the  community  that  he 
is  intrusted  with  a great  amount  of  private  funds  for  investment,  and  has 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  loan  department  of  the  Connecticut  School  Fund 
for  Defiance  county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  been  a zealous 
worker  in  Defiance  county  in  the  support  of  the  party  nominations.  He  is 
at  present  a notary  public,  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  school  board 
and  in  other  local  offices,  but  has  refused  all  nominations  for  county  offices 
tendered  him.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  478,  Hicksville,  the  National  Union  Lodge,  and  other  social 
orders.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Christian  Church,  of  which 
he  and  his  family  are  members. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  numbers  two  children : Della  O. 
Kyle  (Mrs.  Wilson’s  daughter  by  her  first  marriage),  born  November  17. 
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1869;  and  Guy  D.,  born  November  9,  1879.  Della  O.  is  a graduate  of  the 
musical  department  of  the  Angola  (Indiana)  Normal  School,  class  of  '88, 
and  for  two  years  was  an  efficient  teacher  of  that  art  in  northern  Ohio.  For 
the  past  eight  years  she  has  been  stenographer  and  bookkeeper  in  her  father’s 
office  in  Hicksville.  The  beautiful  and  attractive  home  of  the  family,  located 
at  No.  15  Smith  street,  is  one  of  the  finest  modern  residences  of  the  town. 


JOHN  W.  LONG. 

If  it  be  true — and  we  have  good  authority  for  it  being  a fact — that 
one’s  environment  has  an  influence  upon  character,  then  the  men  who  have 
had  the  fortune  to  pass  their  lives  in  the  midst  of  the  movements  which  have 
brought  about  the  rapid  development  of  this  section  may  well  be  expected  to 
show  independence,  enterprise,  and  practical  sagacity.  In  the  life  of  this 
well-known  merchant  of  Florida,  Henry  county,  we  find  these  qualities 
manifested  in  an  unusual  degree,  his  success  being  based  upon  a prompt 
and  judicious  use  of  opportunity. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  August  12,  1859,  in  Flat  Rock  township,  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  a son  of  John  and  Caroline  (Greybast)  Long,  who  came  to 
this  section  from  Stark  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1818,  was  a shoemaker  by  occupa- 
tion, and  for  some  time  after  his  removal  to  this  section  followed  his  trade 
in  Florida,  Henry  county,  where  he  also  conducted  a grocery.  Later  he 
purchased  a farm  about  three  miles  south  of  the  village,  hut  after  five  years 
of  agricultural  work  he  returned  to  Florida,  and  from  1865  to  1872  was 
engaged  in  shoemaking.  He  then  became  interested  in  a grocery  business 
which  he  carried  on  until  his  death,  March  2,  1877.  His  wife,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Germany  in  1827,  still  lives,  and  resides  with  her  daughter,  Elisa- 
beth Tuttle ; John  W.  is  the  fifth  in  the  family  of  nine  children — four  sons  and 
five  daughters:  Augustus  (deceased),  Louisa,  Elizabeth,  Caroline  (deceased), 
John  W.,  Frank  P.,  Mary,  Wilhelmina,  and  William. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
township,  and  in  1879-80  he  attended  a commercial  college  at  Hillsdale, 
Michigan.  Although  he  was  only  seventeen  years  old  when  his  father  died, 
he  took  charge  of  his  mother’s  interests,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
grocery  business,  while  pursuing  his  studies  at  Hillsdale.  On  completing 
his  course  of  study  he  purchased  his  mother’s  share  in  that  business,  and 
formed  a partnership  with  W.  S.  Brubaker ; but  two  years  later  he  purchased 
the  latter’s  interest,  becoming  the  sole  proprietor.  In  1883  he  took  another 
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partner,  Mr.  A.  Tuttle,  with  whom  he  continued  until  April,  1889,  when  he 
again  became  the  owner  of  the  entire  business  by  purchase.  In  1883  they 
engaged  in  the  grain  business,  which  Mr.  Long  also  purchased,  and  he  now 
carries  on  both  lines  of  trade  with  marked  success.  In  1892  he  bought  an 
additional  elevator  at  Okolona;  in  1896  he  built  one  at  Stanley,  Ohio,  and 
at  present  he  operates  the  three,  doing  a prosperous  business,  the  volume  of 
which  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  from  January  1 to  July  1,  1897, 
he  handled  three  hundred  and  ten  cars  of  grain. 

Notwithstanding  his  business  cares,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local 
politics,  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1882  he  was  elected  clerk 
of  Flat  Rock  township,  and  this  office  he  held  until  March,  1888,  when  he 
resigned.  Later  he  was  chosen  township  treasurer,  and  served  two  terms, 
being  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1896.  He  is  prominent  in  local  affairs  of  a non- 
political nature,  and  socially  is  identified  with  the  National  Union,  the  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  Defiance  Lodge,  and  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  reached  the 
Thirty-second  degree. 

On  October  12,  1882,  Mr.  Long  was  married  in  Texas,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Hattie  S.  Durbin,  who  was  born  August  8,  1858,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Durbin,  well-known  residents  of  Texas.  The  following  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Richard  H.,  Lewis  O.,  William  D.,  Carl  F.  (who  died 

July  17,  1893,  at  the  age  of  five  and  a half  years),  Mabel  M.,  Vernia  F., 
John  W.,  Jr.,  Earl  E.,  and  Hattie  S. 


AARON  F.  SCHRACK. 

This  prominent  resident  of  Defiance  is  the  proprietor  of  two  leading 
newspapers  of  that  city — “The  Daily  Crescent”  and  “The  Weekly  County 
Record” — and  under  his  able  management  both  publications  have  attained 
wide  influence. 

Mr.  Schrack  is  of  Pennsylvania-German  descent,  and  was  born  May 
16,  1865,  in  the  town  of  Somerset,  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
several  generations  of  his  family  have  resided.  His  father,  William  M. 
Schrack,  is  a native  of  the  same  locality,  and  now  resides  there.  For  many 
years  he  was  a prosperous  merchant ; for  some  time  he  also  followed  sur- 
veying, and  was  engaged  in  publishing  “The  Somerset  Standard,”  a Re- 
publican organ.  He  is  a man  of  influence  in  his  locality,  having  held  various 
offices,  including  that  of  clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  which 
is  equivalent  to  the  office  of  County  Auditor  in  Ohio.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  raised  two  companies  of  volunteers,  in  which  he  held  the  rank  of  cap- 
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tain,  and  was  in  active  service  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  conflict, 
two  swords  and  a flag  which  were  captured  from  the  enemy  being  treasured 
relics  of  his  army  experience.  While  taking  part  in  the  campaign  along  the 
Potomac  he  became  ill,  and  was  subsequently  discharged  for  disability.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Foy,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
her  father,  Rev.  Henry  E.  Foy,  a native  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  was  a 
well-known  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  and  for  three  years — from  seventeen  to  twenty — he  was  under  pri- 
vate tuition  in  a class  of  three.  On  completing  his  course  he  engaged  in 
newspaper  work  as  a reporter  on  the  “Myersdale  Commercial”  (daily  and 
weekly),  remaining  two  years.  In  1887  he  located  a.t  Defiance,  purchasing 
the  plant  of  “The  Saturday  Call,”  a weekly  paper,  which  he  renamed  “The 
Local  News.”  After  six  months  he  discontinued  that  paper  and  estab- 
lished “The  Daily  Crescent,”  a four-page  folio,  which  now  has  a circulation 
of  one  thousand.  These  papers  were  all  independent  and  the  “Crescent” 
maintains  that  attitude  in  politics;  but  in  1892  he  established  “The  County 
Record,”  a Democratic  newspaper  which  is  published  as  an  eight-page  quarto, 
and  has  two  thousand  five  hundred  subscribers,  the  largest  circulation  of  any 
paper  in  Defiance  county. 

From  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Schrack  has  been  actively  interested  in  pol- 
itics, and  when  only  twenty-one  years  old  he  was  a member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  his  native  county.  Since  settling  in  Defiance  he  has  been  a 
valued  worker  in  his  party,  and  personally  and  through  his  papers  he  has 
done  much  to  shape  public  opinion.  In  the  campaign  of  1896  his  talent  as 
a speaker  was  shown  in  numerous  addresses  in  his  own  and  neighboring 
counties.  On  February  1,  1897,  Mr.  Schrack  incorporated  his  publishing 
interests  in  a stock  company,  “The  Record  Printing  and  Publishing  Co.,” 
of  Defiance,  Ohio.  The  Weekly  remains  Democratic,  and  the  Daily,  neutral. 
Mr.  Schrack  is  the  managing  editor  of  the  company. 

On  January  8,  1895,  Mr.  Schrack  married  Miss  Gertrude  Squire,  daugh- 
ter of  C.  B.  Squire,  a leading  citizen  of  Defiance. 

On  August  29,  1898,  (since  the  foregoing  was  formulated),  Mr.  Schrack 
died  at  Hahnemann  Hospital,  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  had  been  taken 
to  be  treated  for  apendicitis. 
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JOHN  A.  HIRES. 

This  popular  and  enterprising  merchant  of  Mark  Center,  Defiance  county, 
has  evidently  found  the  key  to  substantial  success  in  life.  As  a business  man 
he  holds  an  enviable  rank,  while  as  a citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed  among  all 
classes. 

Mr.  Hires  was  born  July  7,  1857,  in  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  but  since 
his  eleventh  year  he  has  been  a resident  of  Ohio.  In  1868  his  parents,  Josiah 
N.  and  Louisa  (Beard)  Hires,  removed  from  the  old  home  in  Illinois  to 
Van  Wert,  Ohio,  and  in  1880  they  settled  in  Mark  Center,  where  they  now 
reside.  Our  subject  is  second  in  a family  of  five  children — two  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Amanda  (deceased),  John  A.  (our  subject),  William  E., 
Ida,  Viola  (Mrs.  William  Wagner,  residing  in  Mark  Center  with  her  three 
children — Clyde,  Fern  and  Margaret). 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Hires  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
schools  of  Van  Wert,  completing  his  studies  in  the  high  school.  In  1882 
he  located  at  Mark  Center,  and  for  three  years  was  employed  as  a clerk  in 
a store  there.  With  the  practical  knowledge  thus  acquired,  he  started  in 
mercantile  life  on  his  own  account,  and  has  since  continued  with  marked 
success,  his  fine  stock  of  goods,  and  his  judicious  management  of  his  business, 
bringing  him  a constantly  increasing  trade.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Mark  township,  and  Mrs.  Hires  owns  forty  acres  in 
the  same  township. 

On  August  27,  1885,  Mr.  Hires  was  married  at  Nevada,  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Flora  M.  Welty,  of  that  county,  where  her  father, 
William  Welty,  is  a prominent  resident.  Four  sons  have  blessed  this  union, 
their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Charles  O.,  September  26, 

1887;  Ray  Welty,  July  3,  1889;  Negley,  August  8,  1892;  and  Fred  E., 
November  10,  1896.  The  parents  are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Mark  Center,  Mrs.  Flires  being  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  and  leader  of  the  music  therein ; they  are  also  identified  with  the 
I.  O.  G.  T.,  and  for  two  years  Mrs.  Hires  has  been  Superintendent  of  the 
Juvenile  Temple.  Mr.  Hires  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  move- 
ments tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Since  settling 
at  Mark  Center  he  has  been  chosen  to  numerous  township  offices,  in  all  of 
which  he  has  served  the  public  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

Mrs.  Hires  was  born  October  9,  1859,  received  her  education  at  Oak 
Ridge,  Ohio,  and  for  six  years  taught  school  in  Wyandot  county.  She  has 
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five  brothers  and  four  sisters  living,  to-wit : Ellen  is  the  wife  of  V.  Pease, 
of  Nevada,  by  whom  she  has  one  child— Verdie;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Keifer,  of  Nevada,  by  whom  she  has  three  children — Elmer,  Vioma  and 
Loney;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Smith  Gregg,  of  Nevada,  by  whom  she  has 
two  sons — Albert  L.  and  Fred  M. ; Henry  C.  and  James  O.  (twins)  come 
next  in  the  order  of  birth,  of  whom — Henry  lives  at  Boulder,  Colorado,  is 
married  and  has  had  four  children — Jessie,  Grace  and  Alma — and  Howard; 
James  Otis,  the  other  twin,  lives  in  Wyandot  county ; Marion  is  married 
and  has  four  daughters  and  one  son — Minnie,  Lola,  Nina,  Chloe  and  There; 
Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Morris,  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters— 
Dosie  and  Lillie;  Doctor  S.  F.  Welty,  of  Hicksville,  Ohio,  comes  next; 
and  Garfield  is  the  youngest.  One  brother,  Washington,  coming  after  Marion, 
died  March  17,  1894.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hires  were  married  August 
5,  1838;  the  mother  died  December  11,  1893.  Grandfather  John  Welty  was 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  early  times.  By  his  wife 
Catherine  (Robrough),  also  a Pennsylvanian,  he  had  two  daughters  and 
four  sons,  of  whom — William  (Mrs.  Hires’  father)  is  still  living  in  Wyan- 
dot county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  purchased  his  present 
farm  from  the  United  States  Government.  Mrs.  Hires’  maternal  grand- 
father, Ezekiel  Otis,  a native  of  Ohio,  married  Mary  Miller,  of  the  same 
State,  and  they  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Manila,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hires,  died  in  November,  1895,  aged  seventy-six  years  and 
six  months,  her  death  being  the  only  one  to  occur  in  the  family  during  the 
long  period  of  half  a century. 

Great-grandfather  Hires  came  from  Highland  Germany,  and  the  great- 
grandmother came  from  Scotland.  The  great-grandfather  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  Grandfather  Abraham  was  born  and  raised,  and  there  mar- 
ried Lorana  Peterson.  They  migrated  to  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  where 
Father  Hires  was  born  and  raised,  and  where  he  married  Louisa  Beard 
December  18,  1852. 


OREN  ELBRIDGE  ENSIGN. 

Fortunate  is  he  who  has  back  of  him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  distin- 
guished, and  happy  is  he  if  his  lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  therewith. 
Our  subject  is  blessed  in  this  respect,  for  he  springs  from  a prominent  fam- 
ily, which  was  early  founded  in  Ohio.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Ensign,  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
died  in  Madison,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  at  an  advanced  age. 
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Oren  Ensign,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1785,  in  Pittsfield,  Berk- 
shire county,  Massachusetts,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  but  at  a very  early 
day  in  the  history  of  this  State  he  became  a resident  of  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  married  Nancy  Pepoon,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
about  1795,  a daughter  of  Lewis  Pepoon,  who  served  with  distinction  as 
a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  After  his  marriage  Oren  Ensign,  Sr., 
located  on  a farm  near  Painesville,  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  where  he  continued 
to  live  until  his  removal  to  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  about  1836. 
His  death  occurred  there  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  and  several  years  afterward 
his  widow  went  to  Wisconsin  to  live  with  her  eldest  son,  dying  in  Beloit, 
that  State,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in 
the  family,  the  others  being  William  O.,  who  also  died  in  Beloit,  Wis- 
consin, during  the  early  ’70’s,  when  about  sixty-five  years  of  age;  Henry  A., 
a physician,  who  died  in  Nevada,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  sixty;  Dwight 
P.,  who  died  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine;  and  Francis  E.,  a prominent  attorney  and  judge  living  in  Idaho. 

Mr.  Ensign,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Paines- 
ville, Lake  county,  Ohio,  November  29,  1831,  and  was  five  years  old  when 
taken  by  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  During  early  life  he  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Farmer  township  for  eight  winters,  and  was  similarly  em- 
ployed for  one  winter  in  Center  township,  Williams  county.  He  had  received 
a good  common-school  education,  and  also  attended  the  Academy  in  Paines- 
ville for  six  months. 

For  two  years  (in  1854  and  1855)  he  was  employed  as  foreman  on  the 
Air  Line  railroad  (the  L.  S.  & M.  S.),  and  for  one  year  was  freight  agent 
at  Edgerton,  Williams  county.  After  leaving  the  employ  of  the  railroad  he 
purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Section  36,  Center 
township,  Williams  county,  where  he  now  lives,  a portion  of  which  had  been 
bequeathed  to  him  by  his  father.  Since  1857  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  under- 
takings. 

On  April  9,  1857,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  Mr.  Ensign  married  Miss  Clarissa 
L.  Dunkle,  a native  of  New  York,  born  near  Canandaigua,  June  13,  1839.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Minerva  (Coller)  Dunkle,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in'  Center  township,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  late  in  the  ’50’s.  Four 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ensign,  namely:  Marvin  A.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years;  Albert  E.,  who  was  only  twenty-four 
days  old  at  the  time  of  his  death;  Clara  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Matus 
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R.  Scott,  of  Center  township,  Williams  county;  and  Adda  R.,  wife  of  John 
Woods,  of  Center  township,  Williams  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ensign  is  an  ardent  Republican;  is  an  earnest  Christian 
gentleman,  a faithful  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  all  Church  work,  having  filled  many  important  places  of 
trust  in  the  Church.  Over  his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong, 
his  public  service  was  most  exemplary,  and  his  private  life  has  been  marked 
by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty.  Prior  to  his  leaving  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  R.  R. 
service,  his  father  gave  him  a farm  in  Center  township,  Williams  county, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  (our  subject)  should  pay  to  the  other  heirs 
a specified  sum  of  money. 


CHARLES  J.  C.  BOYNTON. 

This  prosperous  and  substantial  agriculturist,  whose  home  is  in  Section 
2,  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  was  born  April  14,  1831,  in  Maine, 
of  which  State  his  parents,  Alpheus  W.  and  Sarah  (Stockbridge)  Boynton, 
were  also  natives.  There  the  mother  died  in  1836,  and  when  our  subject 
was  six  years  old  the  father  brought  his  family  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Maumee, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  four  years.  In  1841  he  became  a resident  of 
Pulaski  township,  Williams  county,  and  for  twenty  years  successfully  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  in  the  village  of  Pulaski,  whence  he  removed  to  Bryan, 
dying  at  that  place  B'ebruarv  22,  1875.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and 
representative  citizens  of  his  community,  for  nine  years  acceptably  served  as 
county  commissioner,  and  was  also  notary  public  for  many  years.  He  was 
four  times  married,  and  by  the  first  union  had  six  children — four  sons  and  two 
daughters — Charles  being  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied  his  father  on  his  emigration 
to  Ohio,  and  was  ten  years  of  age  when  they  came  to  Pulaski,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  As  a clerk  in  his  father’s  store  he  early  became  familiar 
with  business  methods.  Since  1853  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, having  in  that  year  formed  a partnership  with  his  father  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  that  occupation,  and  that  connection  continued  until  the 
latter’s  death,  which  occurred  in  1875.  Our  subject  now  owns  and  operates 
a valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  Pulaski  township,  which 
is  improved  with  good  buildings  and  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1857  Mr.  Boynton  wedded  Miss  Mary  Clampitt,  who  died  in  Pulaski 
township  in  i860.  Of  the  two  children  born  to  them — Sarah  E.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Bartlett  Thompson,  of  Pulaski ; and  one  daughter  died  when  only 
six  months  old.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Boynton  married,  December  11, 


360 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1862,  Miss  Catherine  Kennedy,  a native  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  G.  W.  Kennedy,  and  Charlotte  (Glesner),  of  Pulaski  township. 
Williams  county,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1877,  the  latter  in  1852.  Seven 
children  blessed  this  union  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being: 
Alpheus  W.,  Heman  C.,  Horace  D.,  Dora,  and  Josephine.  Of  these — 
Alpheus  W.  is  now  living  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  September,  1897.  Of  our  subject’s  brothers,  Alpheus  W.  and  Thomas 
H.,  the  former  died  May  21,  1888,  aged  fifty-four  years,  the  latter  passing 
away  January  1,  1888,  at  Randall,  Kansas.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for  thirty  years;  has  held  the  office 
of  steward  for  most  of  the  time,  and  that  of  trustee  for  all  of  the  time, 
holding  the  office  at  the  present.  His  wife  and  two  daughters  are  also  mem- 
bers of  that  Church. 


LEWIS  D.  BLUE. 

Many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Defiance  county  served  their  country  dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  making  a record  honorable  and  glorious, 
and  among  them  must  be  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  of  Highland  township. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Blue  was  born  near  Piqua,  Miami  county,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1832,  a son  of  Uriah  and  Martha  (Deweese)  Blue,  the  latter  being 
of  Welsh  ancestry.  At  an  early  day  they  became  residents  of  Miami  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  called  to  the  world 
beyond.  The  father,  who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  died  in  1849,  the 
mother  in  about  1841.  To  them  were  born  fifteen  children,  Lewis  D.  being 
twelfth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Miami  county  the  subject  of  this  sketch  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Piqua,  living 
there  until  the  spring  of  1859.  Since  then  he  has  made  his  home  in  High- 
land township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  owns  a well-improved  and  highly- 
cultivated  farm  of  sixty  acres,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  devotes  his  time 
and  attention  with  good  results. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1856,  in  Miami  county,  Mr.  Blue  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Kelly,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  14,  1836,  and  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family 
of  eight  children.  Her  parents,  Richard  and  Martha  (Levering)  Kelly,  were 
also  natives  of  Philadelphia,  whence  they  removed  to  Piqua,  Ohio,  about 
1839,  at  which  time  they  had  two  children:  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Blue)  and 
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Nelson.  There  the  father  died,  but  the  mother  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  Defiance  county,  January  21,  1867.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blue 
have  six  children  living,  namely:  Anna  B.,  now  the  wife  of  George  H.  Rohn, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Nelson  S. ; Clarence;  Burtice  E. ; Mattie  G. ; 
and  Nellie  G.  They  lost  three  children  that  died  in  infancy. 

In  response  to  the  President’s  call  for  troops  during  the  Civil  war,  Mr. 
Blue  enlisted  July  18,  1862,  in  Company  D,  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  remaining  with  that  regiment  until  honorably  discharged  October 
1,  1863.  He  then  recruited  a company  for  the  Second  North  Carolina  Mounted 
Infantry,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  serving  as  such  until 
discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability  October  16,  1864.  Returning 
to  his  home,  he  resumed  farming,  and  in  that  occupation  he  has  since  been 
engaged.  He  is  now  an  honored  member  of  Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R., 
and  in  religious  connection  both  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  and  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Defiance.  Politically,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  Taking  a deep  interest  in  educational  affairs,  he  has  most 
efficiently  served  in  school  offices.  In  1888,  while  returning  from  the  en- 
campment held  that  year  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  he  was  injured  in  an  accident, 
a “wreck,”  on  the  B.  & O.  R.  R.,  from  which  injury  he  has  never  yet  fully 
recovered. 


MICHAEL  W.  SCHAEFFER. 

In  Section  22,  Springfield  township,  resides  one  of  the  wide-awake  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Williams  county,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Schaeffer.  He 
was  born  September  26,  1832,  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  John  C. 
and  Mary  (Winters)  Schaeffer,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the  latter 
of  Maryland.  In  September,  1840,  the  family  removed  to  Evansport,  Ohio, 
but  in  the  following  February  took  up  their  residence  in  Springfield  township, 
Williams  county,  where  the  father  died  October  7,  1851,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  March  15,  1883.  Our  subject  is  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth  in 
their  family  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity. 

The  first  eight  years  of  his  life  Michael  W.  Schaeffer  passed  in  his  native 
county,  and  then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Evansport,  and 
later  to  Springfield  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  still  continues  to  reside.  He  is  actively  engaged  in  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  and,  being  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  he  is  meeting  with  a well-deserved  success 
in  his  undertakings. 
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At  Evansport,  Ohio,  Mr.  Schaeffer  was  married  May  11,  1856,  to  Miss 
Nancy  Grimes,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane  Elizabeth  (Duffy)  Grimes. 
Her  father  came  to  this  State  from  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day, 
and  located  near  Florida,  in  Henry  county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
when  Mrs.  Schaeffer  was  quite  young.  She  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  their  eight 
children,  and  is  a native  of  Henry  county,  born  July  27,  1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schaeffer  have  ten  children,  namely:  Ina  M.,  now  the  wife  of  M.  Slusser; 
Ambrose  H.,  who  married  Flora  Swank;  Alta  M.,  wife  of  Elmer  Christy; 
Sarah,  wife  of  E;  L.  Ditto;  Mary,  wife  of  F.  H.  Reynolds;  Thomas  J.,  who 
married  Margaret  Prettyman ; Katie  I. ; Ervin  V.  D. ; Ollie  E.,  and  Fred  W. 

For  nearly  forty-seven  years  Mr.  Schaeffer  has  been  an  active  and  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he  is  officially 
connected.  He  has  ever  taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  several  official  positions 
to  which  he  has  been  elected  in  Springfield  township.  He  is  a man  of  exem- 
plary habits,  commendable  purpose  and  unbending  integrity,  and  in  all  life’s 
relations  merits  the  confidence  which  is  so  freely  accorded  him. 


SAMUEL  I.  GRUNER. 

The  present  principal  of  the  High  School  of  Brunersburg,  Noble  town- 
ship, S.  I.  Gruner,  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  popular  educators  of 
Defiance  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  enterprising  and  progressive  young  men. 

Doctor  Samuel  Gruner,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Berne,  Swit- 
zerland, in  1824,  and  in  early  life  emigrated  to  America.  In  this  country 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hannah  Wandt  (nee  Miller),  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1834,  and  in  New  Washington,  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  they  began  their  domestic  life.  From  there  they  came  to  Defiance 
county  in  1864,  and  located  on  a farm  in  Noble  township,  where  the  father 
died  in  1872,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  is 
still  living.  In  their  family  were  five  children — one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters— three  daughters  deceased. 

On  the  home  farm  in  Noble  township,  Samuel  I.  Gruner  was  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1866,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  With  the  exception  of 
two  years  spent  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  he  has  always  made  his  home  in 
that  township,  where  he  now  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
having  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  during  his  boy- 
hood and  youth.  In  the  common  schools  of  Noble  township  he  acquired 
his  elementary  education,  subsequently  entering  Defiance  College,  where  he 
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was  graduated  in  1895.  Since  1887  Mr.  Gruner  has  engaged  in  teaching 
exclusively  during  the  winter  seasons  in  Defiance  county,  mostly  in  Noble 
township,  and  since  the  winter  of  1895  he  has  been  principal  of  the  High 
School  of  Brunersburg.  A man  of  scholarly  tastes,  he  is  well  fitted  for  his 
chosen  calling,  having  the  power  to  readily  impart  to  others  the  knowledge 
he  has  himself  acquired. 

Mr.  Gruner  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  great  in- 
terest in  political  affairs.  In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  clerk  of 
Noble  township,  and  has  since  most  creditably  served  in  that  position.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  identified  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Defiance. 
In  short  he  is  an  exemplary  young  man,  with  a bright  future  before  him, 
and  is  well  worthy  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  lie  is  held  by  those  who 
know  him  best. 


JOHN  CLINKER. 

This  prominent  resident  of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  has  for 
many  years  been  identified  with  agricultural  interests,  and  his  homestead  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  managed  farms  to  be  found  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  Clinker  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock,  his  grandfather,  Chris- 
tian Clinker,  a native  of  Germany,  having  come  to  this  country  in  time  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  This  gallant  soldier 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years  and  six  months,  his  death 
occurring  in  1854,  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  settled  in 
1852.  His  wife  (Rebecca  McCarty)  who  died  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  was 
a first  cousin  of  General  Anthony  Wayne,  of  the  war  of  1812  fame.  Our 
subject’s  father,  Samuel  Clinker,  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  married  March  27,  1825,  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Messerly,  a native  of  Maryland.  After  their  marriage  they  resided  for 
some  time  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  later  in  Wayne  county,  but  in  1851 
they  settled  permanently  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  where  the 
father  died  September  14,  1854,  and  the  mother  some  years  later.  They 
had  six  children,  viz. : Mary;  Hannah,  who  married  Isaac  Garver,  of  Defiance 
county,  and  died  in  Washington  township;  John,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Rachel,  who  died  October  19,  1839,  at  an  early  age;  Jane,  who  died 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio;  and  Levi,  now  a resident  of  Tiffin  township,  Defi- 
ance county. 

Mr.  Clinker  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  August  1,  1833,  and  remained 
there  until  1851,  when'he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Defiance  county.  After 
his  father’s  death  he  continued  to  reside  at  the  homestead  with  his  mother 
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until  his  marriage  on  October  4,  1858,  to  Miss  Nancy  Gier.  He  then  located 
upon  his  present  farm,  a fine  estate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Section. 
31,  Tiffin  township,  where  he  has  made  substantial  improvements,  erecting 
commodious  and  tasteful  buildings.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but,  while  he  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  the  public  questions  of  the 
day,  he  has  not  aspired  to  official  position.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem,  his  influence  being  none  the  less  potent  among  his  associates  for  being 
exerted  in  a quiet  way.  Of  the  five  children  who  have  blessed  his  home  the 
first,  Alice,  died  when  two  years  old ; Amy  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Ewing,  of 
Defiance;  Al.  Everett  and  Elmer  Grant  are  also  residents  of  Defiance; 
and  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Meiser,  of  Williams  county,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Clinker  was  born  in  Wayne  county  April  17,  1838,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  Gier,  formerly  a prominent  citizen  of  Delevan  township,  Defiance 
county,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1876.  He  was  a native  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Adams  in  that 
State.  They  afterward  came  to  Ohio  and  located  first  in  Wayne  county, 
but  in  1851  removed  to  Delevan  township.  Defiance  county,  to  spend  their 
remaining  years.  They  had  twelve  children:  Jacob,  Catherine,  Henry, 

Margaret,  Charlotte,  Sarah,  Mary,  Susanna,  Samuel,  Nancy,  Joseph,  and 
William. 

GEORGE  W.  MYERS. 

This  truly  representative  American  citizen,  a typical  Ohio  farmer,  and  a 
brave  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a man  whose  energy  and  enterprise,  while 
affording  an  instructive  lesson  to  mankind,  seem  worthy  of  being  held  up  as 
examples  for  emulation. 

Born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  April  30,  1833,  Mr.  Myers  is  a son  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Myers,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  1798.  From  his  native  State  the  father  moved  to  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  thence,  in  1847,  t0  Fulton  county,  settling  in  Section  .3,  York 
township,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  the  property  whereon  his 
son,  our  subject,  now  lives.  Here  the  father  died  in  1854. 

George  W.  Myers  received  his  education  in  an  old-time  log  school  house, 
the  seats  and  desks  being  made  of  slats.  He  has  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  in  1861  he  commenced  for  his  own  account  on  the  farm  that  he 
has  since  resided  on.  To  the  original  eighty  acres  above  referred  to  he  added 
forty  acres,  having  now  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is 
to  be  found  in  the  township.  His  labor  thereon  was  early  interrupted,  how- 
ever, by  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  which  claimed  his  services.  On  October 
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28.  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  three  years,  and  with  his  regiment  was  at  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  at  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  Tallahatchie  river,  in  the  engagement  at  Champion  Hill, 
and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  In  July,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  returned  home. 

On  December  30,  i860,  Mr.  Myers  was  married  to  Rhena  A.  Farwell, 
a native  of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  born  October  17,  1835,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Farwell,  who  were  of  English  descent. 
John  Farwell  was  born  in  Cheshire  county,  New  Hampshire,  whence  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Coshocton  county,  in  Au- 
gust, 1833,  thence  in  October,  1847,  moving  to  York  township,  Fulton  county. 
They  had  five  children  : James  O.,  who  died  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion;  Rhena  A.  (Mrs.  G.  W.  Myers)  ; Orvil  (deceased)  ; Priscilla,  wife 
of  Orin  Tabor,  of  York  township;  Adelpha,  who  lives  in  Wauseon,  Ohio; 
and  James  (deceased).  Great-grandfather  Farwell  was  a native  of  England; 
grandfather  Farwell  was  born  in  New  Hampshire;  he  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  all  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  been  born  three 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased;  those  living  are:  Nettie,  wife  of  Charles 

Field,  of  Wauseon,  by  whom  she  has  one  son;  and  May,  wife  of  Fred  Skeels, 
by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Floyd,  born  July  18,  1894. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  his  first  Presidential  vote  being 
cast  for  James  Buchanan.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Losier  Post,  No.  135, 
at  Wauseon,  and  he  is  universally  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful,  most 
loyal,  and  most  successful  of  Fulton  county’s  worthy  citizens. 


WASHINGTON  DEAN. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  fairly  entitled  to  be  considered  not  only  one 
of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Washington  township,  Defiance  county,  but  one 
of  its  respected  and  honored  citizens,  and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Vernon  township,  Crawford  county,  May 
5,  1834,  and  in  a family  of  eight  children — four  sons  and  four  daughters — 
he  is  the  eldest  son  and  second  child.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Tarr)  Dean,  were  married  and  made  their  home  in  Crawford  county  for  some 
years.  There  the  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  was  killed  by  falling 
from  a scaffold,  in  1849,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Washington  Dean  was  reared  and  educated, 
continuing  to  make  it  his  home  until  the  fall  of  1857,  when  with  his  mother 
lie  came  to  Defiance  county.  In  Washington  township  he  purchased  eighty- 
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two  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  since  owned,  although  he  worked  in  Indiana 
for  a few  years  prior  to  his  marriage.  He  now  has  ninety-four  acres  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 
The  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  denotes  the  industry  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  the  owner,  showing  him  to  be  a painstaking  and  systematic 
farmer. 

In  Washington  township,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Dean  was  married,  in 
March,  1872,  to  Mrs.  Clara  Whitcomb.  They  have  reared  one  child,  Edith 
Boyer,  now  the  wife  of  Harvey  Borrick.  The  family  have  many  warm 
friends,  and  are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 


PETER  COUNTRYMAN. 

Mr.  Countryman,  who  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Section  31,  Milford  township,  Defiance  county,  and  has  distinguished 
himself  as  one  of  its  most  active  and  enterprising  citizens,  located  here  in 
1855.  Since  that  time  he  has  given  his  close  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
his  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  the  soil  of  which  he 
has  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Countryman  was  born  July  1,  1833,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia  Frieclline  Countryman,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania.  Subsequently  they  lived  in  dif- 
ferent counties  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  making  their  home  for  a time  in  Ash- 
land and  Wyandot  counties,  Ohio,  and  spending  their  last  days  in  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

In  1853  Peter  Countryman  removed  with  his  parents  to  DeKalb  county, 
Indiana,  remaining  with  them  until  his  marriage.  On  July  12,  1855,  in 
Auburn,  that  county,  he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Hart,  who  was  born  in 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  September  16,  1835,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Her  parents  were  Frederick  and 
Susan  (Buffenmier)  Hart,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born 
in  Somerset  county,  the  latter  in  Lancaster  county.  From  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  they  removed  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  at  an  early  day,  and  there 
the  mother  died ; the  father  passed  away  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Milford 
township,  Defiance  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Countryman  have  eight 
children  living,  namely:  Frederick;  Austin  B. ; Emma,  wife  of  William 

Barron  (they  have  two  children — Clarence  and  Mabel)  ; Willis;  Allen;  Lillie, 
wife  of  Francis  Cover  (they  have  one  son — Lloyd)  ; Alta,  wife  of  Samuel 
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Moore  (they  have  two  children — Forest  and  Geneva)  ; and  Ora.  They  had 
another  son,  Clarence,  who  died  in  infancy.  Of  this  family  Frederick  mar- 
ried Martha  J.  Greist,  of  Newville,  Indiana,  and  they  reside  at  Haviland,  Pauld- 
ing county,  Ohio.  Austin  B.  married  Mary  Gunsenhouser,  of  Newville,  Indi- 
ana, and  they  had  one  son — Irving,  now  deceased;  they  reside  in  Milford 
township,  Defiance  county.  Allen  married  Minnie  Christoffel,  of  Butler,  Indi- 
ana, and  they  have  three  children — Glenn,  Kenneth  and  Lavera ; they  also 
make  their  home  in  Butler,  Indiana.  Willis,  in  1897-98,  made  a trip  round 
the  globe,  visiting  all  the  leading  countries  of  the  world. 

Having  purchased  his  present  farm,  Mr.  Countryman  located  thereon 
after  his  marriage,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  its  cultivation  until  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  responded  to  the  Presi- 
dent’s call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  years.  He  met  the  enemy  in  various  engagements, 
including  the  battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Stone  River  and  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  signalized  himself  by  his  bravery  and  fidelity  to  duty,  receiving 
the  approval  of  his  officers  and  warm  friendship  of  his  comrades.  At  Shiloh 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  hand.  When  his  term  of  service  had  expired  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  November,  1864,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Milford  township,  Defiance  county,  to  resume  the  peaceful 
duties  of  farm  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Disciples’  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 


FRANK  W.  REITER. 

The  popular  sheriff  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  F.  W.  Reiter,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 18,  1863,  a son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Herkey)  Reiter. 

Michael  Reiter,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  removed 
to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  with  his  family  about  1852,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868.  His  son,  Charles  Reiter,  was  born 
near  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  and  when  he  came  to  Henry  county  settled  about 
one  mile  east  of  Napoleon,  where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  also  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  surveying.  He  became  prominent  in  the  political  work  of  the 
county  and  held  several  responsible  positions.  He  was  deputy  county  clerk  for 
a time,  and  gave  such  satisfaction  that  at  the  next  regular  election  he  was 
elected  clerk,  and  in  1869  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  assuming  the 
duties  of  the  office  in  January,  1870,  and  continuing  in  same  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  30,  1872. 

He  married  Mary  Herkey,  a native  of  Germany,  and  became  the  father 
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of  three  children  who  grew  to  maturity  : Frank  W. ; Clara,  who  married  Sam- 
uel W.  Long,  of  Vanwert,  Ohio,  and  died  leaving  one  child — Clara  E. ; and 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  McGinley,  of  M ungen,  Wood  county,  Ohio.  The  father 
was  also  greatly  interested  in  matters  educational,  and  served  as  one  of  the 
school  examiners  for  many  years;  he  was,  himself,  highly  educated,  being  a 
graduate  of  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  also  of  several  other  institu- 
tions, and  from  his  keen  insight  in  the  political  questions  of  the  times  might 
also  be  termed  a political  scholar. 

Frank  W.  Reiter  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  Napoleon,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  left  the  schoolroom  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
the  old  homestead.  Here  he  remained,  quietly  attending  to  his  own  affairs  until 
in  January,  1897,  he  was  called  from  the  farm  to  assume  the  duties  of  sheriff 
of  Henry  county.  At  the  time  of  his  election  to  his  present  office  he  was  serv- 
ing his  township  as  clerk.  He  has  always  taken  a keen  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Democratic  party,  in  principles  of  which  he  places  implicit  confidence. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Reiter  was  a member  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  enlist- 
ing as  a private  and  so  serving  until  the  end  of  his  first  year;  then  for  one  year 
he  was  corporal,  and  for  two  years  second  lieutenant.  From  second  lieutenant 
he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  which  rank  he  held  for  eleven  years,  re- 
signing only  when  elected  to  his  present  office  of  sheriff,  as  the  duties  of  the 
two  positions  might  at  times  be  found  conflicting.  Mr.  Reiter  is  also  promi- 
nent in  musical  circles,  and  for  eighteen  years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Napoleon 
Cornet  Band,  in  which  he  plays  the  baritone. 

On  October  31,  1895,  Mr.  Reiter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
E.  Ice,  who  was  born  June  11,  1875,  a daughter  of  Miner  and  Rebecca  Ice,  of 
Napoleon.  One  daughter,  Dorothea,  born  August  10,  1896,  has  blessed  this 
union:  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Reiter  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  156,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  to  the  K.  P.  of  Napoleon  No.  284.  The  family  are  quite  prominent 
socially,  and  have  made  many  friends  during  their  residence  in  Napoleon. 


JOHN  W.  LEACH. 

Among  the  pleasantest  rural  homes  of  Richland  township.  Defiance 
county,  is  that  of  Mr.  Leach  in  Section  2,  North  Richland  precinct,  and  its 
gracious  hospitality  adds  a charm  to  its  material  comforts.  Our  subject  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  bears  an  honorable  record  for  brave  service  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  union,  and  in  the  paths  of  peace  has  also  won  an 
enviable  reputation  through  the  sterling  qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of  a 
good  citizen. 
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Mr.  Leach  was  born  April  2,  1834,  on  a farm  in  Marshall  county,  West 
Virginia,  a son  of  Joshua  and  Hannah  (Spoon)  Leach,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. From  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1840,  and  ten  years 
later  went  with  them  to  Llenry  county,  this  State.  After  a residence  there 
of  seven  years  they  removed  to  Grundy  county,  Illinois,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  In  their  family  were  four  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  our  subject  being  the  eldest  son  and  second  child. 

John  W.  Leach  was  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  in  a 
frontier  settlement,  and  he  remained  with  his  parents  upon  the  farm  in  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Section  2,  Richland  township.  Defiance  county.  Here  he  has  lived  uninter- 
ruptedly, with  the  exception  of  the  four  years  spent  in  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  The  place  comprises  five  hundred 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  he  has  erected  thereon  a fine  set  of  farm  buildings. 

In  October,  1861,  Mr.  Leach  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  made  sergeant  of  his  company.  For  almost 
four  years  he  was  in  the  service,  and  was  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty, 
never  losing  a day  during  the  entire  time.  Fie  participated  in  fifty-six  en- 
gagements, including  some  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the  war,  such  as 
Fort  Donelson,  Pea  Ridge,  Corinth,  Metamora,  Jackson  (Miss.),  and  Baker’s 
Creek.  He  was  also  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and 
was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  The  war  being  over 
and  his  services  no  longer  needed,  he  was  honorably  discharged  July  19, 
1865,  and  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  is  now  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Defiance. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Leach  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Brubaker,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  August  19,  1838,  a daughter 
of  the  later  David  Brubaker,  of  Henry  county,  this  State.  To  them  were  born 
six  children,  as  follows  : Charles  D. ; John  J. ; William  ; Russell  A. ; Emma  D. ; 

and  Alma.  Of  these  Charles  D.  married  Annie  Baker,  of  Richland  township, 
where  they  now  live,  and  they  have  two  sons — Wesley  D.  and  Julian.  John 
J.  married  Emma  Minsel,  also  of  Richland  township,  and  they  now  live  in 
Mark  township ; Emma  J.  married  George  E.  Gackel. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  Mr.  Leach  has  been  one 
of  its  stanch  supporters,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  insure  its  success. 
He  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  township  trustee,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Buslmell  as  representative  to  the  Farmers’  United 
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States  Conference,  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  His  loyalty  to  his  country 
has  ever  been  above  question,  and  his  labors  in  the  interests  of  his  adopted 
State  have  been  most  effective  and  beneficial. 


THOMAS  H.  IMES. 

Mr.  Imes,  who  after  years  of  honest  toil  is  now  living  retired  in  the 
village  of  Williams  Center,  Williams  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  in  Morrow  county,  October  2,  1833. 

Mr.  Imes  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  when  a young  man  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eight  years  prior  to  entering  the 
Union  army  during  the  Rebellion.  On  August  18,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany Iv,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a private,  was  afterward 
promoted  to  sergeant,  and  later  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  his 
company.  For  almost  three  years  he  was  in  active  service,  and  participated 
in  many  important  engagements  and  numerous  skirmishes,  including  the 
battles  of  Resaca,  Rome  Cross  Roads,  Dallas  and  Kenesaw  Mountain;  fol- 
lowing which  came  the  Atlanta  campaign,  including  the  battles  of  the  22d 
and  28th  of  July,  1864,  and  closing  with  that  of  Jonesboro,  Georgia.  Then 
came  Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea,  and  the  siege  of  Savannah.  After  leav- 
ing Savannah,  January  28,  1865,  the  Eighty-first  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Little  Ogeechee  river  (near  that  city),  after  which  came  the  march 
through  the  Carolinas,  which  brought  on  the  following  engagements : North 

Edisto  River  (near  Orangeburg),  Congaree  Creek  (five  miles  from  Colum- 
bia), and  Camden,  South  Carolina  : the  campaign  ending  with  the  battle  of 
Bentonville,  North  Carolina,  our  subject  serving  up  to  and  including  the 
surrender  of  Johnston’s  army  at  Morrisville,  April  21,  1865.  The  war 
ended,  he  was  honorably  discharged  July  24,  1865. 

Mr.  Imes  resumed  blacksmithing  and  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  following  the  sawmill  business  at  that  place  until  the  spring 
of  1868.  After  a short  time  spent  in  Fulton  county,  he  came  to  Williams 
county  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  here  has  continued  to  reside.  At  first  he 
operated  a rented  farm  in  Superior  township,  but  in  the  spring  of  1870  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  in  Pulaski  township,  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
P.ryan,  where  he  made  his  home  for  almost  thirteen  years.  Laying  aside 
business  cares  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Williams  Center,  but  still  owns 
a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Center  township.  He  is  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  the  county,  his  well-directed  efforts,  perseverance 
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and  enterprise  having  gained  for  him  a comfortable  competence,  which  now 
enables  him  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  retirement  from  active 
labor. 

In  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  lines  married  Miss  Lydia  Jane  Russell, 
a native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  born  March  25,  1834.  They  have 
one  son,  William  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  ill  Melbern,  Will- 
iams county;  their  only  daughter,  Ina,  died  in  childhood.  William  C.  mar- 
ried Estella  Clemens,  of  Williams  county,  and  they  have  two  sons — Wilber 
C.  and  Willard  C.  Mrs.  Lydia  Jane  Imes  is  a daughter  of  James  and  Lydia 
(Perkey)  Russell,  who  were  pioneers  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  the  father 
horn  in  Ireland,  the  mother  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Imes  always  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  most  acceptably  served  as  township  trustee  for  six  years.  A genial, 
pleasant  gentleman,  he  has  made  hosts  of  friends  throughout  his  adopted 
county,  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  YEAGLY. 

This  successful  agriculturist  and  prominent  citizen,  living  in  Farmer  Cen- 
ter, Defiance  county,  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
15,  1833,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Dougherty)  Yeagly,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  From  Fayette  county  they  removed  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  later  to  Crawford  county,  and  early  in  the  '50s  located  in  Williams 
county,  Ohio,  where  both  died.  They  had  a family  of  nine  children — five 
sons  and  four  daughters — of  whom  William  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

With  the  family  our  subject  removed  to  Crawford  county,  and  at  Bucyrus 
was  apprenticed  to  the  tailor's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  about  six  months. 
He  then  joined  his  parents  in  Williams  county,  where  he  continued  to  en- 
gage in  tailoring  for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  During  the  following 
six  months  he  was  similarly  employed  at  Greenup,  Illinois,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Williams  county,  where  he  was  married,  November  29,  1854,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Ann  Hendershott.  She  was  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  5,  1837,  a daughter  of  John  and  Charlotta  Hendershott. 
Six  children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely : Blanche,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Donley ; Andrew  Parke,  a prominent  farmer  of  Washington  township,  De- 
fiance county;  Lottie,  wife  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Winn;  Sherman;  Madge  Britton 
Yeagley,  of  Farmer,  Ohio;  and  Ida,  who  died  at  the  tender  age  of  sixteen 
months. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Yeagly  located  at  Williams  Center,  Williams 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his  removal  to  De  Kalb  county,  In- 
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diana.  Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services  he  laid  aside  all  personal 
interests  in  August,  1862,  enlisting  in  Company  H,  Eighty-eighth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  made  sergeant  of  his  company,  and  with  his 
command  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga, 
Resaca  (Georgia),  Atlanta,  Savannah  and  Bentonville.  After  almost  three 
years  of  faithful  and  arduous  service  he  was  mustered  out  at  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  De  Kalb  county,  Indiana. 

A year  later  he  returned  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
three  years  and  then  came  to  Defiance  county.  For  several  years  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  in  Washington  township,  and  then  removed  to 
Farmer  Center,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  spent  in  De  Kalb  county.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  is  under  excellent  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
socially  affiiliates  with  Few  Bouker  Post,  No.  725,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a man  of 
sterling  worth  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  as  a citizen  he  always  stands 
ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving  upon  him. 


ERASTUS  HOADLEY. 

Prominent  among  the  early  settlers  and  influential  citizens  of  Williams 
county  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  promoting  its  substantial  improve- 
ment and  material  development,  stands  Mr.  Hoadley,  our  subject.  Through- 
out the  greater  part  of  his  business  career  he  has  been  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  to-day  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  in  Florence  township. 

Mr.  Hoadley  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  January  3,  1833, 
a son  of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Hoadley,  the  mother  being  of  Welsh 
birth.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Gideon  and  Sarah  (Storm)  Hoadley, 
the  former  of  Welsh,  the  latter  of  Scotch  descent.  The  grandfather,  who 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  died  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio ; the  grand- 
mother also  died  there  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years. 
Their  children  were:  Harvey,  who  died  in  Stark  county,  Ohio;  Ebenezer, 

who  died  in  Indiana;  Erastus,  who  died  in  the  war  of  1812;  Hiram,  the  father 
of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Mary  Hadley;  Mrs.  Clarinda  Borland;  Mrs.  Matia 
Ditcheon.  The  parents  of  these  children  both  held  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 

Hiram  Hoadley  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Mahoning 
and  Trumbull  counties,  Ohio,  and  was  married  in  Columbiana  county,  where 
he  successfully  engaged  in  farming  until  1868,  which  year  witnessed  his  ar- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


377 


rival  in  Williams  county.  Here  he  bought  an  improved  farm,  and  throughout 
life  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  met  with  good 
success.  In  political  affiliations  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  never  cared  for 
the  honor  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  He  died  in  1895,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
passed  away  in  1893,  aged  eighty-two.  Five  children  constituted  their  fam- 
ily, namely:  Erastus;  Mrs.  Sarah  Cortney ; John  D.,  who  died  in  Galesburg, 

Illinois;  Hiram,  Jr.,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war;  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Brosius. 

Erastus  Hoadley  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  school,  and  upon 
the  home  farm  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  On 
leaving  the  parental  roof  in  1853,  he  came  to  Williams 'county,  where  he  found 
the  greater  part  of  this  region  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  most  of  the 
county  being  either  swamp  land  or  timbered  tracts  with  scarcely  any  roads, 
while  wild  animals  and  game  were  found  in  abundance.  After  clearing  fif- 
teen acres,  Mr.  Hoadley  planted  it  in  wheat,  and  then  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
erected  a frame  dwelling. 

Having  secured  a home  he  returned  to  Columbiana  county  in  1855  t° 
claim  his  promised  bride,  marrying  in  that  year  Miss  Sophia  Morris,  a na- 
tive of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sophia 
(Baker)  Morris,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State,  and  were  members  of  the 
Friends  Church.  Her  father  died  in  Mahoning,  her  mother  in  Richland 
county,  Ohio.  Their  children  were  eleven  in  number  : Mrs.  Phoebe  Johnson  ; 

Benjamin,  a resident  of  Richland  county ; Mrs.  Maria  Calvin,  now  ninety  years 
of  age;  William  (deceased)  ; Mrs.  Eliza  Preston;  Parker,  of  Stark  county; 
Thomas,  who  entered  the  Union  army  as  captain,  and  when  discharged  at 
the  close  of  the  war  was  serving  as  colonel;  Mrs.  Mary  Martin;  Sophia  L., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Jonathan,  Jr.;  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Cobbs.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hoadley  were  born  three  children  : Willis  E.,  a farmer  of  Superior 

township,  Williams  county  ; Mrs.  Eva  Cummings,  whose  husband  is  prin- 
cipal of  the  Edon  school ; and  Dimma  B.,  at  home.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, who  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  departed  this  life 
in  1884. 

In  1890  Mr.  Hoadley  married  Mrs.  Angeline  Hoadley,  who  by  her  first 
marriage  had  three  children  : Mary,  Annie  and  Jennie,  all  residents  of  Ft. 

Wayne,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Hoadley’s  parents  are  Stephen  and  Laura  A.  (Palmer) 
Calvin,  of  Connecticut,  who,  on  coming  West,  located  in  eastern  Ohio,  where 
they  spent  their  remaining  days,  both  dying  when  Mrs.  Hoadley  was  quite 
young.  They  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the  father  was  a 
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farmer  by  occupation.  Their  children  were  Weston  (deceased)  ; Jesse,  who 
was  a Union  soldier,  and  died  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana ; Mrs.  Emeline  Bran- 
denberry;  Angeline,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Mrs.  Urania  Childs,  of  Indiana. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Hoadley  brought  his  bride  to  the  home  he 
had  prepared  for  her,  and  then  commenced  the  struggle  of  life  in  earnest. 
Clearing  and  improving  his  farm,  he  soon  had  one  of  the  best  places  in  Florence 
township.  In  1868  he  built  a sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  nine  years,  and 
in  1874,  in  partnership  with  another  gentleman,  he  embarked  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  in  Edon,  but  as  this  did  not  prove  very  profitable,  he  sold  out 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  returned  to  his  farm,  which  he  has  since  suc- 
cessfully conducted  in  connection  with  stock  raising. 

In  1865  Mr.  Hoadley  enlisted  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  after  being  mustered  in  at  Columbus,  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  served  as  such  in  command  of  his  company  the 
full  time  of  his  enlistment.  He  did  provost  duty  most  of  the  time,  was  in  no 
important  battles,  and  was  stationed  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  at  the  time  of 
Lee’s  surrender,  after  which  he  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase,  in  October, 
1865.  He  now  receives  a small  pension.  Previous  to  entering  the  service  he 
had  assisted  in  recruiting  a company  in  his  neighborhood,  but  held  no  com- 
mission. For  three  years  he  served  as  commander  of  Boon  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Edon,  which  is  now  disbanded,  and  as  a Republican  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs,  filling  many  township  offices  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  its  teachings. 


JOHN  WAGNER. 

This  leading  farmer  of  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  comes  from 
the  Fatherland,  and  the  most  creditable  characteristics  of  the  Teutonic  race 
have  been  marked  elements  in  his  life,  having  enabled  him  to  win  success 
in  the  face  of  opposing  circumstances.  He  possesses  the  energy  and  determi- 
nation which  mark  the  people  of  Germany,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers 
he  has  steadily  progressed,  not  only  winning  a fair  competence,  but  command- 
ing universal  respect  by  his  straightforward  business  methods. 

Mr.  Wagner  was  born  in  Prussia,  November  30,  1833,  and  when  a lad 
of  seventeen  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica, first  locating  in  Avon,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Henry 
county  in  1862.  Both  died  in  Pleasant  township.  Our  subject  continued  a 
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resident  of  Lorain  county  until  January  28,  1881,  when  he,  too,  came  to  Henry 
county  and  located  upon  the  farm  in  Pleasant  township,  where  he  still  lives. 
Prior  to  his  marriage  he  followed  the  lakes  for  seven  years ; but  since  then 
he  has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  has  a fine  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  improved  with  good  buildings  and  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  January,  i860,  in  Lorain  county,  Mr.  Wagner  married  Miss  Helena 
Kiefer,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  August  5,  1833,  and  died  October  15, 
1878.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  namely:  Emma,  who  was  born 

December  1,  1861,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael  Limbaugh ; Douglass; 
Katie,  wife  of  Frederick  Oakley;  Jacob;  Mary,  who  wedded  Joseph  Traxier, 
and  died  at  Leipsic,  Ohio,  July  31,  1895;  John;  Joseph;  Maggie,  wife  of 
John  Mangus;  Josephine,  wife  of  Wendell  Oakley;  Mathias;  Peter;  and 
Lena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Wagner  was  again  married,  this  time  in  1:883,  in  Henry  county,  to 
Mrs.  Anna  Mary  Laubenthal,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  September  20,  1830, 
and  came  to  America  in  1846.  On  November  19,  1849,  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Adam  Laubenthal,  who  died  in  Put- 
nam county,  this  State,  March  10,  1877.  By  this  union  she  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary,  Gertrude,  Peter,  Mathias,  John,  Frank,  William,  Fred- 
erick, Michael,  Adam  W.,  and  Joseph  M.  She  died  January  23,  1898. 

Since  coming  to  Henry  county,  Mr.  Wagner  has  become  prominently 
identified  with  its  public  affairs,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  valued  and  use- 
ful citizens.  He  has  been  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  education,  served 
as  its  president  one  year,  is  treasurer  of  the  Pleasant  Township  Oil  Company, 
and  for  several  years  has  been  presiding  judge  of  election  in  that  township. 
For  three  years  he  served  as  township  trustee.  Since  casting  his  first  vote 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  local  political  affairs 
has  always  taken  a prominent  and  active  part.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Catholic,  and  Church  work  also  receives  much  attention  from  him. 


SAMUEL  SHUTER. 

This  prominent  citizen  of  Evansport,  Defiance  county,  is  justly  regarded 
as  one  of  our  representative  citizens,  as  he  is  not  only  an  able  and  successful 
business  man,  but  he  bears  an  honorable  record  for  patriotism  and  public 
spirit,  having  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  throughout  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

A native  of  this  State,  Mr.  Shuter  was  born  December  8,  1834,  in  Mont- 
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gomery  county,  where  his  father,  Peter  Shuter,  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
farming.  The  latter,  who  died  in  Sumner,  Lawrence  county,  Illinois,  in  1872, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1800,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Barbara 
(Honsinger),  who  died  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  in  1873. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  twelve  children,  and  as  a 
farmer's  son  was  given  practical  instruction  in  all  the  details  of  agricultural 
work.  Pie  remained  at  the  old  home  in  Montgomery  county  until  April, 
1857,  when  he  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  located  at  Evansport,  where  he 
engaged  in  raising  tobacco,  being  one  of  the  first  to  undertake  that  business 
in  Defiance  county.  In  1858  he  became  interested  in  mercantile  business  in 
Evansport,  in  partnership  with  Thomas  Yeager,  and  continued  for  more  than 
a year ; but  he  still  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  tobacco  rais- 
ing, together  with  other  farm  work.  On  August  15,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  served  with  that 
regiment  until  mustered  out,  July  23,  1865.  He  took  part  in  numerous  en- 
gagements, including  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Wild  Cat  Hill,  and  Perry- 
ville,  and  was  with  Sherman  in  the  famous  Atlanta  campaign.  Entering  the 
service  as  a private,  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  during  the 
“march  to  the  sea”  he  had  charge  of  twenty-one  mounted  men,  detailed  to 
forage  for  headquarters. 

When  the  fighting  was  over  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Tiffin  township, 
Defiance  county,  and  in  September,  1865,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
in  Evansport,  continuing  successfully  until  1877,  when  he  retired.  He  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  of  good  farming  land  in  the  township, 
and  the  care  of  this  occupies  much  of  his  time,  his  judicious  management  mak- 
ing it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality.  While  he  takes  great  interest  in 
the  questions  of  the  day,  and  is  always  ready  to  forward  any  progressive  move- 
ment in  his  community,  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  489, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Evansport,  having  been  connected  with  that  order  since  1855. 

On  December  29,  1858,  Mr.  Shuter  was  married  in  Tiffin  township,  De- 
fiance county,  to  Miss  Abby  Snider,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  Mary  O.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years)  ; Thomas  E. ; John 

W. ; and  Charles  R.  Mrs.  Shuter  is  a native  of  Evansport,  born  December 
22,  1840,  the  fifth  child  in  the  family  of  John  and  Nancy  (Coy)  Snider,  who 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Tiffin  township,  having  removed  there  from 
Greene  county,  Ohio,  in  1831.  The  father,  who  was  for  many  years  a leading 
agriculturist  of  Tiffin  township,  died  in  May,  1890,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
The  mother  passed  from  earth  in  September,  1897,  also  aged  eighty-three  years. 
Mrs.  Shuter  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Evansport. 
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DANIEL  J.  MILLER. 

The  fine  farm  of  the  subject  of  these  lines  is  situated  in  Section  3,  Range 
7 W.,  Town  6 S.,  York  township,  Fulton  county,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  the  many  prosperous  farmers  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

Born  April  21,  1837,  in  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania,  he  is  a son  of 

John  and  Saloma  (Yoder)  Miller,  and  a grandson  of Miller,  and 

John  Yoder,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Germany,  and  never  came  to 
America.  John  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Pennsylvania  from  his 
native  Germany,  and  was  married  in  Somerset  county,  Virginia,  to  Saloma 
Yoder,  by  whom  he  had  a family  of  nine  children  : Tobias  ; Moses ; Barbary ; 

and  John,  all  now  deceased  except  Barbary ; David,  living  in  Hickory  county, 
Missouri;  Elizabeth  (deceased)  ; Magdalena,  wife  of  John  Shetler,  formerly 
•of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio;  Samuel,  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Daniel  J.  (our  subject)  being  the  youngest. 

Daniel  J.  Miller  was  born  on  the  land  at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  now 
occupied  by  the  Grand  View  Cemetery,  and  has  plowed  the  very  ground  where- 
in lie  the  remains  of  eight  hundred  unidentified  victims  of  the  Johnstown  flood 
disaster,  May  31,  1889.  In  the  district  schools  of  his  boyhood  days  he  re- 
ceived his  education,  which  was  limited  to  three  months  each  year,  the  rest  of 
his  time  being  occupied  partly  in  flailing  out  rye  and  tramping  out  wheat  with 
the  horses.  He  also  learned  carpentry,  at  which  he  worked  as  a journeyman 
some  five  years,  commencing  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 

On  December  13,  1861,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Jane 
Stutzman,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  near  Johnstown,  and  they  com- 
menced their  domestic  life  on  a farm  close  by  there,  which  property  he  had 
purchased  that  year.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union,  five  of  whom  are 
living,  a brief  record  of  them  being  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Abraham  L.  is  married, 

but  still  lives  with  his  father;  (2)  Sadie  is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Pifer,  of 
Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  and  they  have  three  children — Lydia;  Alden,  and 
an  infant  unnamed;  (3)  William  T.  S.  married  Libbie  Dunn,  of  Butler,  In- 
diana, and  they  have  one  child;  (4)  Lomie  wedded  Martin  Gray,  and  they 
live  in  York  township,  Fulton  county  (they  have  two  children — Vernus  and 
an  infant  unnamed)  ; (5)  Charles  married  Nettie  Pifer,  of  Lenawee  county, 
Michigan,  and  they  had  one  child  (now  deceased).  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily died  September  27,  1892,  and  is  buried  in  Union  Cemetery,  York  township. 

On  October  16,  1862,  Mr.  Miller  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  par- 
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ticipated  in  the  following  engagements : Gettysburg,  1-3  July,  1863; 

Spottsylvania  Court  House;  Strawberry  Hill;  seven-days’  tight  in  front  of 
Richmond ; second  Bull  Run ; Cold  Harbor ; Wilderness ; and  was  present  at 
Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox.  On  January  22,  1863,  Mr.  Miller  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  was  confined  in  Libby  Prison  ten  days,  thence  taken  to  Castle 
Thunder  dungeon,  where  he  remained  in  utter  darkness  for  fifty-two  days, 
during  which  time  he  was  tried  on  the  charge  of  being  a spy,  but  was  proven 
innocent  and  paroled ; on  account  of  sickness,  however,  he  had  to  be  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where  he  remained  some  six  weeks  be- 
fore he  was  able  to  again  proceed  to  the  front.  On  August  22,  1864,  he  was 
wounded  at  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  being  shot  in  the  right  shoulder.  On 
November  7,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Plarrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
was  mustered  out  at  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  then  returned  to  the  pur- 
suits of  peace. 

Entering  the  Cambria  (Pennsylvania)  Iron  Works,  he  remained  there 
eight  years  lacking  two  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  York 
township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  and  located  on  his  present  farm  of  seventy- 
nine  acres,  which  was  partly  cleared,  but  he  put  up  all  the  buildings  thereon — 
the  barn  in  1884  and  the  house  in  1885.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  his 
first  Presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  ever 
been  as  true  and  loyal  to  his  party  as  he  was  to  his  country  in  her  dark  hours  of 
need. 


ELI  A.  FARNHAM. 

This  leading  business  man  of  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  has  for  forty 
years  been  closely  identified  with  the  history  of  the  place,  while  his  name 
is  inseparably  connected  with  its  financial  records.  The  banking  interests 
are  well  represented  by  him,  for  he  is  to-day  at  the  head  of  the  well-known 
banking  house  of  Farnham  & Co. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  St.  Joseph  township,  Williams  county,  Mr. 
Farnham  was  born  March  28,  1843,  a son  of  Daniel  Farnham,  who  was 
born  in  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  January  17,  1811,  and  in  1835  came 
to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  St.  Joseph  township.  Here  he  was 
married  October  6,  1840,  to  Miss  Caroline  Sawyer,  a native  of  New  York 
State,  born  September  13,  1818.  They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Williams  county,  and  became  widely  and  favorably  known.  The  father 
died  December  27,  1896,  but  the  mother  is  still  living.  In  their  family  were 
eleven  children,  who  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Leander,  Eli  A., 

Myron  C.,  Marian  R.,  Darwin  A.,  twin  daughters  (deceased),  Irmina,  Ella, 
Elnora  and  Inez  V. 
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Eli  A.  Farnham  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm,  and  in  his 
father  s store,  which  was  conducted  upon  that  place,  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  business  methods.  He  continued  to  assist  his  father  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  gov- 
ernment, enlisting  October  26,  [861,  in  Company  K,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  but  after  serving  for  seven  months  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  physical  disability.  Returning  to  Williams  county,  he  soon  after- 
ward embarked  in  merchandising  in  Edgerton,  and  successfully  engaged 
in  that  business  until  1892.  In  that  year  the  banking  house  of  Farnham  & 
Co.  was  established,  and  he  has  since  successfully  conducted  a general  bank- 
ing business.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of 
Bryan.  A man  of  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment,  his  executive 
ability  and  excellent  management  have  brought  to  both  concerns  a high  de- 
gree of  success.  He  is  also  conducting  a mercantile  business  in  Edgerton. 

At  Lodi,  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Farnham  married  Miss 
Emma  Rathbun,  wbo  was  born  February  5,  1855,  in  Connecticut,  but  was 
reared  in  Wisconsin.  Her  father,  William  S.  Rathbun,  spent  his  last  days 
in  Edgerton,  Ohio,  dying  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnham  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Harry  R.,  Waldo  C.,  Irma  (who  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  months),  Eli  A.,  Jr.,  and  Emma  and  Dana  (twins).  Mrs.  Farn- 
ham is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Edgerton,  and  director  of 
the  Edgerton  school  board,  serving  as  treasurer  for  three  years. 

Socially,  Mr.  Farnham  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Walter  Slaughter  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  treasurer  of  Edgerton,  and  has  also  been 
a member  of  the  school  board.  As  a financier  he  ranks  with  the  ablest  in 
Williams  county,  and  he  is  probably  equally  prominent  in  social  life.  Wher- 
ever found,  whether  in  public  or  private  life,  his  integrity  is  above  question 
and  his  honor  above  reproach.  Edgerton  owes  much  to  him,  and  numbers 
him  among  her  valued  citizens. 


WILLIAM  C.  MILLER. 

Those  who  have  aided  in  the  development  of  Williams  county,  and  have 
borne  an  important  part  in  transforming  the  wild  forest  districts  into  highly 
cultivated  farms  and  good  homes,  are  certainly  deserving  of  honorable  men- 
tion in  this  volume.  Such  a one  is  Mr.  Miller,  a leading  agriculturist  of  Brady 
township.  Born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  November  10,  1834,  he  is  a son  of 
John  and  Rebecca  (Carl)  Miller,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  lat- 
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ter  of  Ohio,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Columbiana  county,  this  State. 
In  1808,  the  grandfather,  Peter  Miller,  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio, 
and  developed  a farm  in  Stark  county,  where  he  died.  He  was  of  German 
descent.  The  children  by  his  first  marriage  were  Samuel,  Henry,  John,  Re- 
becca and  Sarah ; those  by  his  second  marriage  being  Mary,  William,  Daniel, 
Joseph,  Levi,  Susan  and  Betsy. 

John  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  rented  a farm  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  1834  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  making  a settlement  thereon  the  following  year.  The 
Thompsons,  Olivers  and  Hoods  were  the  only  families  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  made  the  journey  with  an  ox-team,  leaving  his  goods  in  his  wagon 
until,  with  the  aid  of  his  neighbors,  he  could  cut  logs  and  build  a cabin.  He 
then  rented  a small  piece  of  cleared  land,  on  which  to  plant  a crop  of  corn, 
and  began  clearing  his  own  property.  Success  attended  his  efforts,  and  after 
the  first  year  he  always  had  corn  to  sell.  Bears  and  wolves  were  frequently 
seen,  deer  and  lesser  wild  game  were  to  be  had  in  abundance;  milling  was 
done  at  Defiance,  and  at  Pulaski  there  was  also  a small  trading  post.  After 
about  two  years  Mr.  Miller  purchased  a quarter  section  of  land,  and  nine  years 
after  reaching  the  county  he  was  the  owner  of  an  extensive  farm,  one  hundred 
acres  of  which  were  highly  cultivated  and  under  fence,  while  a commodious 
residence  and  good  barns  and  outbuildings  added  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  place.  In  1864  he  sold  that  property  and  purchased  an 
eighty-acre  farm  adjoining  the  town  of  Bryan.  Ten  years  later  he  also  dis- 
posed of  that  and  removed  to  Waterloo,  Indiana,  but  after  three  years  re- 
turned to  Edgerton,  Williams  county,  where  he  died  September  7,  1888.  Thus 
ended  the  career  of  one  of  the  most  useful  and  enterprising  citizens  that  Will- 
iams county  has  ever  known. 

His  wife,  Rebecca  (Carl),  a daughter  of  Richard  Carl,  and  of  German 
descent,  survived  him  four  years,  dying  in  1892.  She  was  the  eldest  of  nine 
children,  the  others  being  Mary  A.;  Lydia;  Harriet;  George;  Richard;  John; 
Daniel,  and  Joseph.  The  children  of  John  and  Rebecca  Miller  were  Sabina, 
wife  of  J.  Rowley;  William  C. ; Harriet,  wife  of  O.  D.  Willett;  Harmon,  of 
Oklahoma,  a wealthy  banker  and  speculator;  Daniel  B.,  a speculator,  of 
Mitchell,  Dakota;  Lydia  A.,  wife  of  D.  Galbreath;  and  Ellen  J.,  wife  of  J. 
Preston. 

William  C.  Miller  was  a six-months-old  infant  when  brought  by  his 
father  to  Williams  county,  and  has,  therefore,  practically  spent  his  entire  life 
here.  Until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  remained  at  home ; then,  in 
1859,  he  made  an  overland  trip  to  California,  spending  five  months  on  the 
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way.  He  was  there  employed  by  the  month  on  a milk  ranch,  later  driving  an 
ox-team  for  a sawmill  some  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  the  gold  mines 
of  Idaho  by  way  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  staked  a claim  and  engaged  in 
mining  for  some  time.  In  June,  1863,  he  made  his  way  to  San  Francisco,  and 
returned  to  his  home  by  the  water  route. 

On  again  reaching  Williams  county,  Mr.  Miller  bought  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  of  which  were  cleared,  the  improve- 
ments being  a log  house  and  barn.  He  has  since  added  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  now  has  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  Upon  the  place  is  a commodious  two-story  frame  residence, 
three  large  barns,  good  buildings,  an  orchard,  and  an  abundance  of  running 
water.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  is  extensively  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  raising  and  sale  of  stock.  His  political  support  is  given  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  has  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  office,  preferring 
to  devote  his  energies  to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  March  10,  1864,  to  Miss  Margaret  L.  Rowles, 
a daughter  of  Alfred  M.  and  Matilda  (Green)  Rowles,  who  came  to  Williams 
county  about  1845,  locating  in  Bryan.  Her  father  was  a tanner,  and  followed 
his  trade  until  i860,  when  he  started  for  Pike’s  Peak.  He  afterward  went  to 
Montana,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  sons,  and  in  that  then  Territory 
he  died.  In  his  family  were  eight  children : Jesse,  who  died  from  wounds 

received  in  the  army ; Mrs.  Isadore  Patterson ; Mrs.  Margaret  Miller ; Taylor, 
who  died  in  Montana ; Mrs.  Augusta  Chamberlain ; and  Presley,  Charles,  and 
Henry,  all  of  Montana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  five  children : Edwin  U. ; Mrs.  Carrie  B.  Va- 

neer ; John  and  Otis  R.,  at  home ; and  Hernando,  a student  at  Fayette  College, 
taking  the  teacher’s  course.  Of  these,  Edwin  U.  married  Harriet  Miguery,  of 
Stryker,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Grace,  born  December  6,  1892.  Edwin 
is  at  present  engaged  in  the  new  sawmill  at  Stryker.  The  parents  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 


REUBEN  SPONSELLER. 

This  prosperous  and  substantial  farmer  of  Defiance  county  is  residing  on 
Section  24,  Mark  township,  where  he  is  industriously  engaged  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  noble  calling,  and  is  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Sponseller  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  December 
25,  1834,  a son  of  Michael  and  Susanna  (Mentzer)  Sponseller,  the  former  a 
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native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Maryland.  Both  died  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject,  who  is  ninth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  ten 
children,  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  In  his  native  county  he  was 
married  October  6,  1859,  to  Miss  Catherine  Barthold,  who  was  also  born  in 
Ohio,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely : Caroline, 

now  the  wife  of  William  Neel;  Frank,  married  to  Nara  Ivaser;  Mary,  wife 
of  David  Conley;  Emma,  wife  of  Wesley  Shong;  John,  married  to  Jennie 
Shong;  Esther,  wife  of  Charles  Kaser ; Susanna;  Amanda;  and  Ida. 

In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Sponseller  removed  from  Crawford  to  Defiance 
county,  and  located  upon  the  farm  in  Mark  township,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  The  place  contains  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land,  and 
as  an  industrious  and  enterprising  man  he  has  taken  great  pride  in  making 
it  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  and  by  all  who  know  them 
they  are  held  in  high  regard. 


WILLIAM  HORR. 

This  leading  agriculturist  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  is  one  of 
our  representative  citizens,  and  although  he  does  not  claim  the  United  States 
as  his  native  land,  he  has  shown  that  he  possesses  the  true  American  spirit  by 
two  years  of  honorable  service  in  the  cause  of  liberty  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Mr.  Horr  was  born  September  7,  1835,  in  Cornwall,  England,  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  Horr,  both  of  whom  died  in  the  old  country.  When  he  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr.  Horr  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  first  in 
Upper  Canada,  where  he  spent  several  years  in  farming.  He  then  removed  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  after  three  or  four  years  of  similar  work  he  enlisted, 
in  August,  1861,  in  the  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  which  he  passed 
two  years  in  active  service.  His  health  being  much  broken,  he  returned  to 
Lorain  county  at  the  end  of  his  term,  and  on  partially  recovering  he  took  a 
fortunate  step  in  securing  as  a life  partner  Miss  Sarah  Lishburn,  also  a native 
of  England,  their  marriage  occurring  August  10,  1864.  He  purchased  a farm 
in  Lorain  county  and  began  housekeeping,  but  in  1867  they  decided  to  sell 
that  place  and  remove  to  Defiance  county,  where  he  bought  his  present  home- 
stead in  Adams  township.  This  is  an  attractive  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  his  excellent 
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management  shows  a thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  science.  He  and  his 
wife  take  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity, and  while  he  is  not  a politician  he  gives  attention  as  a citizen  to 
the  various  questions  of  the  day,  having  given  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  ever  since  he  came  to  this  country. 

Mrs.  Horr  is  also  a native  of  England,  having  been  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
May  14,  1845,  a daughter  of  Paul  and  Jane  Fishburn.  She  was  only  two 
years  old  when  her  parents  came  to  America,  and  her  youth  was  mainly  spent 
in  Lorain  county.  Seven  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Horr,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  Jennie,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mildred  is 
the  wife  of  James  Turney,  of  Wauseon,  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Burt  married 
Miss  Clara  Tittle,  of  Adam’s  Ridge,  Defiance  county,- Ohio ; William  married 
Miss  Rosa  Seaman,  of  Mexico,  New  York;  George  married  Miss  Daisy  Wil- 
liams, of  Jewell,  Defiance  county.  Ohio ; Everett  and  Lloyd  are  still  unmarried. 


HENRY  J.  ROTHENBURGER. 

This  gentleman,  who  successfully  operates  a good  farm  of  fifty-three 
acres  in  Section  24,  South  Richland  precinct,  Defiance  county,  is  a native  of 
Germany,  having  been  born  in  Wurtemberg,  January  30,  1836.  In  1845,  when 
a lad  of  nine  years,  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  Frederick  J. 
and  Hannah  (Stuber)  Rothenburger.  They  first  located  in  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  afterward  spent  a short  time  in  Henry  county,  and  in  1851  came  to 
Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  settling  in  the  North  precinct,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  until  1859.  In  that  year  the  parents  returned  to 
Henry  county,  where  both  died. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  six  children — four  sons  and  two 
daughters — and  under  the  parental  roof  he  remained  until  his  marriage,  on 
May  22,  1858,  Miss  Julia  A.  DeLong  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  August  5,  1839.  Eight  children  were  born  of  this 
union — six  sons  and  two  daughters — namely:  William  H. ; Frederick  E. ; 
Charles  H.;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  John  P.  Yetter;  Albert  W.,  who  was  killed  in 
1893,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  by  a falling  tree;  Frank  E. ; Amy  B., 
wife  of  William  P.  Yetter;  Henry  M. ; and  John  J. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rothenburger  began  housekeeping  in  Richland  township, 
where  they  have  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  their  married  life 
with  the  exception  of  ten  years  spent  in  Henry  county,  Ohio.  His  farming 
operations  were  interrupted  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  by  his  enlistment, 
on  January  1,  1864,  in  Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
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with  which  he  served  until  July  15,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Richland  township,  Defiance  county, 
he  purchased  a farm  in  Henry  county,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  energies  for  ten  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time 
and  returning  to  Richland  township,  Defiance  county.  He  took  up  his  resi- 
dence upon  his  present  farm  in  Section  24,  South  Richland  precinct,  and 
upon  the  place  he  has  made  many  valuable  and  useful  improvements.  He  has 
taken  a leading  and  active  part  in  local  affairs,  has  acceptably  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  Richland  township  sixteen  years,  been  township 
trustee  four  years,  and  filled  other  minor  offices.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to 
Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  God,  taking  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  all 
Church  work. 


ELIAS  RIDENOUR. 

This  well-known  resident  of  Defiance  county  may  claim  pioneer  honors, 
as  he  first  came  to  that  locality  in  1839.  He  was  but  seven  months  old  at 
the  time,  it  is  true,  and  presumably  unconscious  of  any  hardships  connected 
with  the  removal ; but  it  was  not  long  before  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
labors  of  his  father’s  farm,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  amid  the  primitive  sur- 
roundings of  that  early  time.  Indians  were  still  plentiful  in  Washington 
township,  and  he  remembers  the  time  when  they  finally  left  the  county.  His 
parents,  George  and  Catherine  ( Hilbert)  Ridenour,  were  both  natives  of  Ohio, 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Harrison  county,  and  the  latter  in  Jefferson 
county.  They  removed  to  Defiance  county  in  May,  1839,  settling  in  Wash- 
ington township,  at  the  present  site  of  Georgetown,  and  their  remaining  years 
were  spent  there,  both  living  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty.  Our  subject  was 
the  third  in  a family  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Mr.  Ridenour  was  born  September  19,  1838,  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio. 
As  the  son  of  a busy  farmer  he  learned  the  details  of  agricultural  work  in  his 
youth,  and  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  remained  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Washington  township,  Defiance  county.  In  February,  1862,  he 
went  to  Camp  Denison,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  although  he  did  not  enlist, 
he  became  identified  with  Company  F,  Forty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  accompanied  the  regiment  to  the  seat  of  war.  At  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  he  went  with  members  of  that  company  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where 
he  spent  about  four  weeks  in  a hospital.  On  partially  recovering  he  went  to 
McLean  county,  Illinois,  to  visit  his  brother  Peter,  and  a few  weeks  later  he 
returned  to  Defiance  county,  having  been  absent  nearly  six  months.  In  March, 
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1863,  he  went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  spent  about 
three  years  there,  the  first  eight  months  being  devoted  to  farming,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  chiefly  to  mining.  While  there  he  assisted  in  cutting 
down  the  trees  which  were  used  in  the  construction  of  the  great  tabernacle  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  In  1866  he  came  back  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  On  March  21,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Delilah  Hanna, 
and  going  to  McLean  county,  Illinois,  he  settled  upon  a farm,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  four  years.  The  two  years  following  were  spent  at  his  father’s  home- 
stead, and  in  the  spring  of  1875  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Section 
3,  Mark  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and 
made  other  improvements  of  a substantial  nature.  The  place  contains  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres,  and  under  his  able  management  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Ridenour  is  active  and  in- 
fluential in  local  affairs,  and  is  especially  interested  in  educational  advance- 
ment, having  served  many  years  as  a member  of  the  school  board.  For  six 
years  he  has  been  a director  of  the  Infirmary,  and  he  has  also  served  as  assessor 
for  two  terms  and  held  other  offices,  including  those  of  township  trustee  and 
land  appraiser.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  ranks  among  the 
leading  advisers  of  the  party  in  his  locality. 

Mrs.  Ridenour  is  a native  of  Washington  township,  Defiance  county,  and 
her  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  (Rader)  Hanna,  were  early  settlers  in  the 
county.  Her  mother  died  at  the  old  home  in  Washington  township,  but  her 
father’s  death  occurred  in  Colorado,  while  on  a visit.  Of  the  five  children 
who  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridenour,  the  eldest,  Charles  E., 
married  Miss  Sylvia  Gingery,  and  resides  in  Mark  township,  Defiance  county. 
Sadie  B.  married  Bert  Stottler;  Nellie  M.  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Case;  Elsie  E. 
and  Mary  C.  are  at  home. 


ISRAEL  S.  SHANKSTER. 

Mr.  Shankster,  who  is  an  agriculturist  of  energy  and  ability,  residing  in 
Section  33,  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  was  born  July  30,  1837,  in 
that  township,  a son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Streets)  Shankster,  who  died  there. 

Of  their  seven  children,  Israel  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth,  and  being 
reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  he  early  became  familiar  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  always  resided  in  Jefferson  township,  and 
throughout  his  business  career  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  when  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm,  comprising  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has 
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placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  locality. 

Mr.  Shankster  married  Miss  Mary  Hoff,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely:  Mildred,  Carrie  and  Clyde.  Our  subject  is  one  of 

the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  township,  and  is  thoroughly  in- 
terested in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material 
welfare  of  the  community.  He  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  done  all  within  his  power  to  promote  its  interests  or  in- 
sure its  success. 


WILLIAM  AUGUST  KEHNAST. 

Germany  is  the  Fatherland  of  countless  thousands  of  brave  and  sturdy 
men  who  left  their  native  country  to  establish  homes  in  foreign  lands,  and 
wherever  located  brought  with  them  the  national  characteristics  of  honest 
dealing,  industry  and  thrift,  and  that  energy  and  bravery  which  has  caused 
many  of  them  to  be  valiant  soldiers  in  defense  of  liberty  in  every  adopted 
country  wherein  they  lived;  while  in  politics,  finance,  arts,  sciences  and  lit- 
erature many  reflect  honor  and  glory  upon  the  land  that  gave  them  birth. 
No  country  in  the  world  has  been  benefited  more  by  the  emigration  to  it 
of  this  indomitable  and  brave  race  than  the  United  States,  in  every  portion 
of  which  the  labor  and  genius  of  that  people  have  been  a prominent  fac- 
tor in  its  growth,  improvement  and  development.  Of  that  race  is  descended 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  and  from  them  he  inherited  char- 
acteristics that  made  him  in  time  of  war  a volunteer  soldier  in  the  patriotic 
army  of  his  adopted  country,  and  in  civil  life  an  honored  and  trusted  citi- 
zen, and  for  thirty  years  a substantial  and  prosperous  merchant  of  his  home 
city  of  Defiance. 

Mr.  Kehnast  was  born  March  17,  1847,  in  the  village  of  Mohrenbach, 
Thuriengen,  near  the  city  of  Erfurt,  Germany.  Christian  Kehnast,  his  father, 
was  a prosperous  business  man,  and  a manufacturer  of  cloths,  while  his 
mother,  Henrietta  (Haueisen)  Kehnast,  was  a member  of  a wealthy  and  prom- 
inent family  of  that  place.  They  were  highly  respected  in  the  community,  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  carefully  reared  their  children,  that 
they  might  grow  up  honest  and  useful  citizens.  They  both  died  in  Ger- 
many, the  parents  of  five  children.  Amid  such  surroundings  our  subject  was 
reared  until  the  age  of  thirteen,  from  the  age  of  six  attending  school.  The 
lad,  however,  was  of  an  ambitious,  aspiring  nature,  and  when  very  young 
had  conceived  a strong  desire  to  travel  and  visit  far-away  lands,  so  much 
so  that  when  a brother,  August  Kehnast,  who  had  been  a resident  of  near 
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Tonawanda,  Erie  county,  New  York,  for  some  six  years,  wrote  to  his  home 
in  Germany,  requesting  that  young  William  A.  should  come  to  him  in 
America,  the  latter  gladly  availed  himself  of  the  chance.  His  mother  was 
then  a widow,  her  husband  having  died  two  years  previously;  so  our  subject, 
with  his  mother’s  consent,  and  blessing,  embarked  at  Bremen  on  a steam- 
ship bound  for  New  York,  where,  then  a lad  of  thirteen  summers,  he  ar- 
rived in  June,  i860,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  home  of  his  brother  in 
Erie  county,  New  York,  at  which  time  he  could  speak  no  English.  De- 
termined to  learn,  however,  the  following  winter  he  attended  an  English 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1861,  lie,  with  his  brother  and  brother’s  family, 
migrated  west  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  arriving  at  Florida  in  that  county, 
March  17,  1861,  his  brother  locating  on  a farm  near  that  town.  But  in 
May  of  the  same  year,  our  subject,  still  being  desirous  of  learning  and  lay- 
ing the  foundation  for  possible  success,  went  to  Florida,  Ohio,  and  accepted 
employment  in  a grocery  store,  for  six  months  working  for  little  or  noth- 
ing, learning  rapidly,  however,  not  only  the  English  language,  but  the  busi- 
ness methods  of  the  country,  which  at  that  time  was  worth  more  to  him 
than  high  wages.  He  was  subsequently  employed  a short  time  in  a grocery 
store  at  Napoleon,  Ohio,  and  in  the  summer  of  1862,  he  came  to  Defiance, 
Ohio,  becoming  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  J.  B.  Weisenberger,  during 
the  following  winter  attending  school. 

This  was  the  second  year  of  the  war  of  the  great  Rebellion,  and  the 
German  lad  had  become  so  strongly  imbued  with  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the 
times  that  he  was  anxious  to  become  a soldier  in  the  Union  cause.  Conse- 
quently, on  an  occasion  in  1862  when  a party  of  volunteer  soldiers  were  leav- 
ing Defiance  for  the  front,  without  notifying  his  employer,  he  boarded  the 
railroad  train  with  them.  On  arriving  at  Camp  Dennison,  near  Cincinnati, 
he  wanted  to  be  sworn  in  as  a soldier,  but,  on  account  of  his  size  and  youth, 
the  officers  refused  to  accept  him.  Tie  was  then  “in  a fix” — with  no  money 
to  take  him  back  home.  He  had  been  there  about  a week,  when  one  morn- 
ing he  was  pleased  to  receive  a letter  from  Mr.  Weisenberger,  requesting 
him  to  return  to  Defiance,  also  promising  him  increased  wages.  He  at  once 
returned  and  resumed  work  in  the  grocery.  With  Mr.  Weisenberger  he 
continued  until  the  summer  of  1863;  but  the  war  fever  being  still  strong  in 
his  heart,  he  one  day  notified  Mr.  Weisenberger  that  he  was  going  to  en- 
list, and  with  a fellow  clerk  and  comrade,  Maurice  Welsh,  proceeded  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  and  there  enlisted  August  5,  1863,  in  Company  E,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  company  was  soon  sent  to  Camp  Den- 
nison. Here  the  regiment  was  organized  and  mustered  in,  and  soon  was 
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sent  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  whence  it  marched  through  Tennessee  to  Ath- 
ens, Alabama.  At  that  place  Mr.  Kehnast  was  detailed  as  orderly  on  the 
staff  of  General  Dodge,  then  commander  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  in  which  position  he  served  until  disabled,  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  thence  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Having 
recovered  sufficiently,  he  made  a visit  to  Defiance  on  a short  furlough,  and 
was  then  ordered  to  report  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  was  anxious  to  re- 
join his  old  company  and  regiment,  but  on  reaching  Louisville  he  was  ordered 
on  detached  duty,  to  act  as  train  guard  on  the  railroad  train  running  back  and 
forth  on  the  Louisville  & Nashville  railroad,  between  those  two  cities.  In  this 
position  he  was  kept  until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  which  time  all  his  wages 
were  sent  to  Mr.  Weisenberger.  On  July  26,  1865,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  mustered  out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  whence  he  immediately  left 
for  Defiance,  arriving  there  during  the  night,  and  the  very  next  morning 
resumed  his  work  for  Mr.  Weisenberger. 

In  that  occupation  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1867,  by  which  time 
he  had  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to  buy  a half-interest  in  a grocery  store 
at  Defiance,  the  firm  becoming  Wolf  rum  & Kehnast.  This  was  a success- 
ful venture,  and  was  continued  until  1870,  when  he  sold  his  part  of  the 
business,  and  purchased  for  cash  a half  interest  in  the  hardware  business 
of  J.  H.  Vevington,  Mr.  Kehnast  associating  himself  with  C.  F.  Switzer, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Switzer  & Kehnast.  This  enterprise  developed  into 
a very  extensive  and  successful  business,  becoming  the  leading  store  in  its 
line  and  carrying  a larger  stock  than  any  other  store  of  its  kind  in  Defiance. 

In  1875,  having  acquired  a prosperous  and  large  business,  and  earned 
a vacation,  Mr.  Kehnast  made  a visit  to  his  native  place,  and  again  met  the 
aged  mother  and  renewed  old  and  loved  associations.  This  proved  to  be 
the  last  time  parent  and  son  met,  as  the  mother  was  laid  to  rest  four  years 
afterward.  During  this  trip  to  the  Fatherland  Mr.  Kehnast  visited  many 
places  of  historic  interest,  including  Wartburg,  where  Luther  was  so  long 
imprisoned  and  where  he  finished  the  translation  of  the  Bible;  the  city  of 
Berlin,  at  which  place  he  visited  his  brother  Richard,  then  a soldier  in  the 
German  army ; thence  went  to  Magdeburg  and  Cassel ; and  saw  the  place, 
Wilhelmhohe,  where  Napoleon  III  was  imprisoned  after  his  capture  at  Se- 
dan in  the  Franco-Prussian  war  of  1870;  to  the  historic  cities  of  Darm- 
stadt, Heidelberg  and  Frankfort,  tbence  to  Basel,  in  Switzerland;  from 
there  to  the  famous  city  of  Strassburg,  on  to  Carlsruhe ; and  later  to  the 
old  and  famous  city  of  Worms,  where  he  crossed  the  Rhine  and  returned 
to  his  native  place.  He  afterward  tarried  a while  at  the  city  of  Hanover, 
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from  there  proceeding  to  Bremen,  at  which  port  he  embarked  on  a steamer 
for  Southampton,  England,  where  he  spent  a short  time  in  viewing  that 
city.  He  then  continued  on  his  journey  homeward,  by  the  way  of  New 
York,  and  arrived  at  Defiance  after  a most  enjoyable  three-months’  trip, 
invigorated  and  possessed  of  renewed  energy  to  again  take  up  the  cares  of 
business.  The  hardware  store  was  continued  under  the  firm  name  until 
the  death  of  C.  F.  Switzer  January  21,  1888,  when  Mr.  Kehnast  bought 
the  interest  of  his  deceased  partner,  and  he  has  since  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness alone. 

Mr.  Kehnast  may  be  correctly  styled  a self-made  man.  With  no  means 
except  his  hands  and  brain,  he  landed  on  the  shores  of  America  a lad  of 
thirteen,  a stranger  unfamiliar  with  the  language  of -the  country;  at  sixteen 
was  a volunteer  soldier  in  the  army  of  his  adopted  country  in  a great  war; 
at  eighteen  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to  conduct  a profitable  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account ; and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  half  owner 
of  his  present  large  and  extensive  hardware  business.  To  his  native  and 
natural  ability  he  constantly  added  by  study  and  application,  and  thus  be- 
came a disciplined  man,  having  “the  control  of  himself.”  This,  combined 
with  strict  integrity  and  a most  genial  and  social  nature,  naturally  made  for 
him  friends,  inspired  confidence  and  secured  trade. 

Socially,  Mr.  Kehnast  is  an  active  and  interested  working  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  past  eminent  commander  ; a 32nd  degree  Ma- 
son, and  a member  of  the  Scottish  Rite ; is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  is  a past  commander  of  Bishop  Post,  No.  22,  Depart- 
ment of  Ohio,  at  Defiance.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  the  country,  affiliating  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  using  his  influence  and  means  liberally  in  differ- 
ent campaigns,  and  on  several  occasions  has  been  elected  to  and  served  in 
local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  such  as  treasurer  of  Defiance  city ; mem- 
ber and  president  of  the  city  school  board;  member  of  the  city  council,  etc., 
in  all  of  which  he  acquitted  himself  with  honor  and  fidelity  to  the  public  in- 
terests. He  has  been  an  extensive  and  observant  traveler  through  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  from  the  upper  lakes  to  New  Orleans,  Florida,  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  the  prominent  cities  of  the  Atlantic  coast  to 
the  far  West.  He  is  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  informed  of  the  business 
men  of  Defiance,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  substantial  and  highly  respected 
citizens. 

In  1870  Mr.  Kehnast  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Kniss,  who  died  in 
June,  1879,  leaving  two  children:  Nellie,  born  in  1871,  was  married  March 
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i,  1893,  to  Godfried  M.  Watkins,  and  resides  at  Defiance;  and  Minnie,  born 
in  1872,  resides  with  her  father.  In  1887  Mr.  Kehnast  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Saner,  his  present  wife.  The  family  reside  at  No.  646  Jeffer- 
son street,  in  a handsome  and  cozy  home  built  by  Mr.  Kehnast  in  1871.  A 
portrait  of  Mr.  Kehnast  will  be  found  accompanying  this  sketch. 


CHARLES  COOK. 

Mr.  Cook,  who  is  a successful  and  highly-respected  farmer  of  Madi- 
son township,  Williams  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1840,  in  Lehigh  county,  and  is  a representative  of  a family  of  Ger- 
man origin  which  was  founded  in  that  State  at  an  early  day. 

Henry  Cook,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  there,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  wedded  Miss  Mary  Laub,  they  making  that  State  their 
home  until  1848,  when  they  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  Later  they 
lived  in  Holmes  county,  whence  they  removed  to  Seneca  county,  and  in 
1858  became  residents  of  Brady  township,  Williams  county.  The  father 
was  a man  of  limited  means,  never  owning  a farm  until  coming  to  Will- 
iams county,  when  he  purchased  a wooded  tract,  which  he  improved,  but 
afterward  sold  and  bought  another  farm.  His  wife  died  in  1883,  and  he 
passed  away  in  1890.  Both  held  membership  in  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  by  which  party  he  was  elected 
to  some  minor  offices.  Their  children  were  Jonas,  now  living  in  the  West ; 
Mrs.  Clarissa  Woodring;  Daniel  and  Henry,  who  were  both  Union  sol- 
diers during  the  Rebellion;  Mary,  wife  of  J.  Osburn,  also  a Union  soldier; 
Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Angeline,  wife  of  Mr.  Keller,  who  was 
in  the  army;  William,  who  also  served  his  country;  Franklin  and  Benja- 
min, who  died  when  young;  Mrs.  Susan  Critchfield ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J. 
Burch. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  Cook  received  a limited  common-school 
education  and  upon  the  home  farm  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  After  reaching  man’s  estate  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  to  a considerable  extent  until  1861,  when  he  laid 
aside  personal  interests  and  enlisted  for  ninety  days.  With  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  he  was  on  duty  in  and  around  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  in  Vir- 
ginia, taking  part  in  many  skirmishes.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term,  he 
returned  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Tod’s  Bar- 
racks. Returning  to  his  home  he  resumed  carpentering,  and  in  1863 
was  married,  but  the  following  year  he  left  his  bride,  again  going  to  the  front 
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as  a member  of  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  in  ac- 
tive service  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  sta- 
tioned at  Dover,  Delaware,  whence  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
was  mustered  out,  receiving  his  final  discharge  at  Columbus. 

The  winter  after  his  return  to  Williams  county,  Mr.  Cook  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  heavy-timbered  land  in  Madison  township,  to  which  he  later 
added  another  eighty-acre  tract,  but  has  since  sold  forty  acres,  so  that  he 
now  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  ninety  of  which  he  has  placed  un- 
der a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1883  he  replaced  his  log  house  with  a 
commodious  two-story  frame  residence,  which  is  a model  of  beauty  and 
convenience,  and  in  1879  he  erected  a good  barn.  - Upon  the  place  there 
is  a good  orchard,  a windmill,  sheep  barn  and  other  buildings,  in  fact  it  is 
one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  community. 

In  1863  Mr.  Cook  married  Miss  Barbara  Daso,  who  was  reared  in 
Williams  county,  a daughter  of  Nicholas  Daso,  a native  of  Germany  and 
a prosperous  farmer  of  this  section  of  the  State.  He  is  a member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  Mrs.  Daso  was  killed  in  a cyclone  which  oc- 
curred here  in  1893.  hr  their  family  were  six  children:  Barbara;  Chris- 

topher, who  died  after  his  return  home  from  the  army ; Elizabeth ; John ; 
Levi  (deceased)  ; and  Jacob.  Mrs.  Cook,  who  was  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  died  in  March,  1872,  leaving  two  children,  namely: 
Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  M.  Ebaugh ; and  George  W.,  a resident  of  Mont- 
pelier, Williams  county.  In  the  fall  of  1872,  Mr.  Cook  married  Miss  Helen 
A.  Richeson,  who  was  also  reared  in  Williams  county,  her  father,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  having  removed  here  from  New  York  State  at  an  early  day. 
Mrs.  Cook  was  one  of  four  children,  the  others  being  Miram,  a Union  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war;  Sarah,  wife  of  G.  Andre;  and  Matilda,  wife  of  R. 
Shafer.  By  his  second  marriage  our  subject  has  three  children:  Adam 

EL,  of  Montpelier;  Mary  A.  and  Ella,  at  home.  The  mother  of  these  child- 
ren was  a member  of  the  Winebrennerian  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  in 
1888.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Cook  wedded  Miss  Catherine  Pfingsday,  of 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Christopher  Pfingsday,  a stone  mason 
and  farmer,  who  when  a young  man  came  from  Germany  to  this  country, 
where  he  died  in  1871.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  Mrs.  Pfingsday  is 
still  living,  as  are  her  children:  Christina;  Catherine  (Mrs.  Cook);  and 
Jane  Annis,  of  Pioneer;  Leah  (wife  of  C.  Snow);  Elizabeth  (wife  of  G. 
Crawford,  deceased);  and  Lotta  (wife  of  J.  Grasher).  One  daughter, 
Leona,  was  born  of  the  third  marriage,  but  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months. 
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Politically  Mr.  Cook  was  first  a Democrat,  later  voted  independently, 
but  at  the  present  time  generally  supports  the  People’s  party.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Grand  Army  Post, 
No.  655,  of  Montpelier,  while  in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are  both 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


AUGUSTUS  L.  RIDENOUR. 

This  well-known  agriculturist  of  Farmer  township,  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Defiance  county. 

John  Ridenour  (his  father),  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
in  1807,  settled  in  Defiance  county  in  1845,  taking  a leading  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  that  locality,  and  in  this  generation  the  various  members  of 
the  family  have  shown  equal  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  John  Ridenour 
was  married  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  January  29,  1839,  to  Miss  Susanna 
Hilbert,  who  was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  in  1811,  and  about 
two  years  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  ar- 
riving there  in  the  spring  of  1841,  and  remaining  until  September,  1845,  when 
they  settled  permanently  in  Section  19,  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county, 
then  a part  of  Williams  county.  His  death  occurred  there  on  November 
11,  i860,  that  of  his  wife  on  March  2,  1898,  when  she  had  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-six  years,  four  months,  nineteen  days.  They  had  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  seven  lived  to  maturity,  as  fol- 
lows: Alfred,  Augustus  L.,  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Jacob  Lane),  Martha  (Mrs. 

Sellers),  Lomon,  David  and  Daniel. 

Augustus  L.  Ridenour,  whose  name  appears  above,  was  born  July  3, 
1841,  in  Wayne  county,  and  was  about  four  years  old  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Defiance  county.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Farmer  township,  and 
was  married  November  29,  1864,  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Stahl,  a native  of  that  county,  born  July  3,  1840,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Loma  A.  (now  the  wife  of  W.  M.  Battershell, 

of  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county),  John  W.,  Anna  E.,  and  Charlie  L. 
Of  these,  John  W.  was  graduated  from  Fayette  Normal  Music  and  Business 
College  in  1887;  from  the  Western  Ohio  Normal  School  at  Middlepoint, 
Ohio,  in  1891  ; from  Thiel  College  at  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1894;  and 
from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1899.  On  June 
20,  1894,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Almeda  Avery,  of  Middlepoint, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Florence  Julia,  born  January  9,  1896. 

William  Stahl,  father  of  Mrs.  Augustus  L.  Ridenour,  was  born  in  Charles 
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county,  Maryland,  January  24,  1808,  and  died  June  6,  1876.  On  February 
10,  1829,  he  married  Susanna  Canaga,  who  was  born  in  1811,  and  they 
then  settled  on  a farm  in  Rumley  township,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  nearly 
all  of  which  he  cleared.  They  had  a family  of  four  children : Sarah,  Maria, 

Elizabeth  and  James.  The  mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth  May  17, 
1872.  The  father  was  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for  many 
years,  and  was  a charter  member  of  the  one  at  Jewett,  Harrison  county. 
For  several  years  he  served  as  trustee  of  his  township,  also  as  captain  of 
militia  at  all  the  general  trainings  of  the  early  days,  and  the  sword  which 
he  then  wore  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son. 

Jacob  Stahl,  father  of  William  Stahl,  and  grandfather  of  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Ridenour,  was  born  August  13,  1784,  in  Maryland.'  He  married  Elizabeth 
Shilling,  and  to  their  union  were  horn  ten  children,  named,  respectively, 
Elizabeth,  William,  John,  Margaret,  Lydia,  Mary,  Matilda,  Catherine,  Su- 
sanna and  James.  Jacob  Stahl  came  to  Rumley  township,  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  in  1816,  and  settled  in  Section  36. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Augustus  L.  Ridenour  settled  in  Milford  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  where  he  resided  until  January,  1878,  and  he  has  since 
made  his  home  in  Section  30,  Farmer  township.  He  owns  a fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres,  which  he  has  improved  in  a handsome  and  substantial 
manner.  As  a good  citizen  he  takes  an  active  part  in  all  movements  of  public 
interest,  and  his  influence  is  always  felt  on  the  side  of  progress.  He  and 
his  family  are  deeply  interested  in  religious  work,  and  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


PARMENUS  PARTEE. 

Mr.  Partee,  who  is  a well-known  farmer  of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance 
county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  northwestern  Ohio.  His  parents,  the  late 
Joseph  and  Lorinda  (Kibble)  Partee,  were  married  and  began  their  domestic 
life  in  this  section  of  the  State,  making  their  home  for  many  years  in  Will- 
iams county,  where  both  died. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  horn  eight  children — five  sons  and  three 
daughters — of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest  son  and  seventh  child.  He 
was  born  in  Williams  county,  April  2,  1839,  and  was  cp.iite  young  when  his 
parents  died.  In  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  continued  to  reside  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  and  then  came  to  Defiance  county,  locating  upon  the 
farm  in  Tiffin  township,  where  has  since  been  his  home.  It  consists  of  eighty 
acres  of  arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
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having  also  erected  thereon  good  and  substantial  buildings,  besides  making 
many  other  useful  and  valuable  improvements. 

In  Tiffin  township,  October  9,  1861,  Mr.  Partee  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Kinsig,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  August  5,  1841,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Myers)  Kinsig. 
Coming  direct  to  Ohio,  the  family  lived  for  nine  years  in  Fairfield,  and 
then  removed  to  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  where  the  father  died 
August  1 2,  1893.  Mrs.  Partee  was  the  eldest  daughter  and  second  child 
in  the  family  of  seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Partee  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  William 

F.,  John  W.,  Mary  J.  (now  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Webb)  ; Celia  A.  (wife  of 
Elmer  Diehl)  ; Charles  H.,  Rose  B.,  and  Edward  B. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Partee  has  been  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  a politician  in  the  sense  of  office 
seeking,  though  he  has  efficiently  filled  some  school  positions.  His  private 
interests  claim  the  greater  part  of  his  attention,  and  the  success  that  has 
crowned  his  efforts  is  well  deserved. 


MARTIN  V.  GARVER. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Bryan  Manu- 
facturing Company,  at  Bryan,  Williams  county,  deserves  special  mention  in 
a volume  which  aims  to  preserve  for  future  generations  a faithful  record 
of  our  leading  men.  Few  of  our  citizens  have  taken  as  prominent  a part 
in  the  practical  work  of  developing  the  commercial  and  industrial  interests 
of  this  section,  his  name  being  associated  with  various  important  enterprises. 

He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bryan  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  was  founded  as  a stock  company,  in  1870,  by  citizens  of  that  locality 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  upon  the  market  the  Champion  wheel  barrow, 
now  known  and  used  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  His  brother,  John 
A.  Garver,  was  the  original  patentee  of  this  invention,  but  later  our  subject 
patented  valuable  improvements  which  have  done  much  to  bring  the  bar- 
row  into  the  universal  favor  that  it  now  enjoys.  For  the  first  ten  years  af- 
ter the  organization  of  the  company  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, for  the  succeeeding  ten  years  was  a stockholder  only,  and  for  five 
years  following  he  held  the  office  of  president ; but  since  that  time  he  has 
served  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  taking  upon  himself  also  the  general  man- 
agement of  the  business.  The  institution  is  of  great  benefit  to  Bryan,  em- 
ploying about  thirty-five  men  with  an  average  weekly  pay  roll  of  two  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  dollars,  while  the  lumber  used  is  purchased  mainly  in  that 
vicinity,  putting  into  circulation  nearly  one  thousand  dollars  per  week  for 
labor  and  material.  The  capital  stock  is  thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars,  three-fourths  of  which  is  owned  by  our  subject  and  the  estate  of  his 
brother,  the  late  D.  A.  Garver,  and  they  turn  out,  on  the  average  sixty-five 
thousands  dollars  worth  of  goods  per  year.  Their  tasteful  and  attractive 
catalogues,  of  which  they  issue  one  hundred  thousand  annually,  show  forty 
different  kinds  and  sizes  of  barrows,  ranging  in  price  from  twelve  dollars 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  dozen,  one  grade  being  made  entirely 
of  steel.  The  plant  includes  two  large  warehouses  for  storing  the  product; 
a main  factory  two  stories  high  and  eighty  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  a 
tray  factory  forty  by  seventy-five  feet;  a blacksmith  shop  twenty-five  by 
forty  feet;  a building  containing  a room  for  the  iron  department,  and  an 
elegant  office  building  twenty-five  by  thirty-five  feet.  Mr.  Garver  has  also 
been  actively  interested  in  the  Farmers’  National  Bank,  at  Bryan,  and  he 
and  his  brothers  were  at  one  time  the  owners  of  four  hardware  stores  lo- 
cated at  Bryan,  Wauseon,  and  Edgerton  (Ohio),  and  Butler  (Indiana).  Our 
subject  and  his  brother,  D.  A.  Garver,  were  the  promoters  of  the  Central 
Union  Telephone  Company’s  line  from  Toledo  to  Bryan,  and  in  1883-84 
they  built  the  Williams  County  telephone  line  connecting  Bryan,  Pioneer, 
West  Unity  and  Montpelier,  which  they  subsequently  sold  to  the  Central 
Union  Company.  About  1887  they  were  interested  in  the  construction  of 
the  line  from  Bryan  to  Defiance,  Paulding,  and  Hicksville;  in  fact,  a list 
of  their  interests  in  various  directions  would  include  most  of  the  business 
operations  of  the  section  for  many  years  past. 

The  Garver  family  originated  in  north  Germany,  where,  according  to 
tradition,  its  members  were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  name 
was  formerly  Gerber,  but  in  later  days  among  the  American  branches  of  the 
family  it  has  assumed  its  present  form.  During  the  seventeenth  century  sev- 
eral members  of  the  family  came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey,  our  subject  being  descended  from  the  latter  branch. 
As  the  frontier  line  was  gradually  extended  west  his  ancestors  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather,  Martin  Garver,  made  his  home  near  Con- 
nellsville,  Pennsylvania,  upon  a farm,  where  he  resided  many  years.  In  his 
old  age  he  went  to  Bucks  township,  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  to  reside 
with  a daughter,  and  there  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a family  of  ten  children — seven  daughters  and  three  sons. 

Martin  Garver  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1804,  and 
in  early  manhood  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  became  a merchant  at 
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Williams  Center,  Ohio,  and  he  was  much  esteemed  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  locality.  I he  family  has  been  identified  with  the  German  Baptist 

Church  for  generations,  and  he  died  in  that  faith  on  January  io,  1864,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  Fountain  Lawn  cemetery  at  Bryan.  His  esti- 
mable wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Shaffer,  passed  away  January 
31,  1897,  and  was  buried  by  his  side.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  and  her  ancestors  in  both  lines  were  early  settlers  in  this 
country,  both  grandfathers  having  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the  oth- 
ers being  Jacob,  who  owns  a farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  one  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  Bryan;  John  A.,  a resident  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who 
owns  six  or  eight  farms,  and  is  also  engaged  in  business  as  a banker,  hard- 
ware merchant,  and  sewer  pipe  manufacturer ; George,  who  resides  in  Des 
Moines,  and  is  engaged  in  a real-estate  and  coal  business;  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years ; Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five;  Benjamin, 
who  died  when  three  years  old;  and  David  A.,  mentioned  above,  who  died 
at  Bryan  October  26,  1891,  aged  forty-five  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  17,  1848,  in  Bucks  township,  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  and  in  1852  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Bryan.  He  was 
educated  in  the  academy  at  Williams  Center,  where  he  took  a complete 
course,  and  during  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  he  resided  upon  a farm, 
enjoying  the  freedom  of  a typical  country  home.  At  thirteen  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a hardware  store  at  Bryan  belonging  to  his  brother  John  A.,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  he  was  taken  into  partnership,  the  latter 
arrangement  lasting  thirty  years  without  interruption.  During  this  time 
he  and  his  brothers  became  stockholders  in  the  Bryan  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  in  the  Farmers’  National  Bank,  of  which  our  subject  was  cashier 
for  five  years.  On  the  death  of  his  brother,  D.  A.  Garver,  in  1891,  he  re- 
signed that  position  in  order  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  management  of 
the  manufacturing  plant.  Notwithstanding  his  business  cares  he  has  always 
taken  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  being  especially  active  in  educational 
work.  For  nine  years  he  did  effective  service  as  a member  of  the  Bryan 
school  board,  holding  the  office  of  president  during  seven  years  of  that  time. 
He  is  also  prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  First  Universalist 
Church  at  Bryan,  and  although  he  has  never  united  with  any  temperance  so- 
ciety he  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  that  cause,  his  efforts  being  directed  to  the 
practical  reformation  of  drunkards  through  personal  work.  In  a number  of 
instances  he  has  succeeded  in  saving  men  from  the  debasing  power  of  drink 
through  his  kindly  influence.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  as  he 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


405 


believes  firmly  in  the  doctrine  of  Protection  and  Reciprocity,  and  although 
he  is  not  an  aspirant  for  official  honors  he  gives  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  toward  the  work  of  the  party.  He  has  a pleasant  home  at  Bryan, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  city. 
In  1872  he  married  Miss  Ella  E.  Lane,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  by 
two  charming  daughters,  Mabel,  now  (1898)  aged  seventeen,  and  Olive, 
aged  thirteen. 


NICHOLAS  BOHM. 

One  of  the  most  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Richland 
township,  Defiance  county,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Section  35,  South  Richland  Precinct, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  over  a quarter  of  a century.  The  place, 
which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  has  been  improved  by 
him  with  good  buildings,  and  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  of  a model 
farm  are  there  found.  Within  the  last  few  years  poultry  has  received  much 
attention,  and  the  result  has  been  several  flocks  of  improved  strains  of  chick- 
ens and  ducks. 

Like  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county,  Mr.  B6hm  is  of  foreign 
birth,  born  in  Germany,  December  15,  1842,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  three 
children  born  to  John  W.  and  Margareta  Bohm,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Fatherland.  In  that  country  he  was  reared  upon  a farm,  ob- 
taining a good  common-school  education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the 
practical  and  responsible  duties  of  life.  In  October,  1867,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  landing  in  New  York,  whence  he  came  direct  to  Defiance  county, 
Ohio,  and  for  two  years  and  a half  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  by  the  month. 
He  then  married,  and  located  upon  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  con- 
verted into  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  tracts  in  the  locality. 

On  February  24,  1870,  in  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Bohm  wedded  Miss 
Matilda  Greenler,  who  was  born  in  Richland  township,  January  1,  1845,  a 
daughter  of  George  C.  A.  and  Mary  (Hoelbrich)  Greenler,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  on  their  emigration  to  America  at  an  early  day  took  up  their 
residence  in  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  In  their  family  were  five  children — three  sons  and 
two  daughters — of  whom  Mrs.  Bohm  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

To  Nicholas  Bohm  and  his  wife  have  been  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Henry  Otto,  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  Normal  University  of  Ada;  Beta  E., 
now  the  wife  of  Edward  Brachbill ; Laura  M.,  wife  of  Benjamin  Poven- 
mire ; George  P.  Edwin ; Elma ; John  Louis,  and  Eleanora. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohm  are  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  give  a liberal  support  to  all  measures  which  they  believe  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  moral,  educational  or  material  welfare  of  their  community.  His 
fellow  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability  have  called  upon  him  to 
serve  in  a number  of  official  positions  in  his  township. 


LEANDER  BUXTON. 

1 his  truly  representative  citizen  of  Fulton  county,  a scientific  farmer, 
a man  of  marked  individuality  and  wide  experience,  has  for  several  years 
made  his  home  in  Section  3,  Town  10  S.,  Range  1 E.,  Franklin  township. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Buxton  was  born  October  1,  1842,  in  Knox 
county,  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Todd)  Buxton,  both  natives  of  Mary- 
land, the  father  born  in  June,  1804,  the  mother  on  September  4,  1803.  When 
John  was  a boy  his  father  moved  the  family  from  Maryland  to  Coshocton 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  became  pioneer  settlers,  and  where  Grandfather 
Buxton  died.  He  had  children  as  follows:  Sons — Alvin,  Francis,  John, 

William,  Noah  and  Thomas;  daughters — Susan  and  Mary — all  now  de- 
ceased. The  mother  of  these  died  in  Knox  county,  in  1858. 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Todd)  Buxton  were  married  in  1825,  in  Coshoc- 
ton county,  and  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  to-wit:  (1)  Francis  mar- 

ried Rosana  Pearson,  and  they  live  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  where  he  follows 
agricultural  pursuits;  they  have  two  children,  Rev.  E.  O.  Buxton,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, being  one  of  them.  (2)  Rebecca  Ellen  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
S.  A.  Larason,  of  Delaware,  Ohio;  she  left  five  children — John  (since  de- 
ceased), Enseba  M.  (wife  of  a Mr.  Parsons),  of  Delaware,  Ohio;  Almira 
E.  (also  married)  is  an  old  school  teacher;  Alfred  A.  is  also  married;  Sarah 
Ellen  is  a school  teacher;  and  Edward  (married)  makes  his  home  in  Xenia, 
Ohio.  (3)  Sarah  Ann  married  Jacob  Long,  late  of  Knox  county,  now  de- 
ceased; she  lives  in  Kansas;  children — John,  Noah  W.,  Benjamin,  New- 
ton and  Almira.  (4)  Noah  W.  married  (first)  a Mrs.  Butler,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons — Dr.  John  Butler,  of  Homer,  Licking  county,  Ohio  ; and 
James,  a resident  of  Mt.  Vernon;  by  his  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Candis 
Buxton,  Noah  W.  had  four  children — William,  Ollis,  Mary  (deceased)  and 
Gertrude.  (5)  Mary  Jane  wedded  a Mr.  Frazier.  (6)  Minerva  is  de- 
ceased. (7)  John  W.  (Rev.)  is  a minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Yuba  City,  Cali- 
fornia. (8)  Louisa  married  (first)  a Mr.  Montour,  and  (second)  Eras- 
tus  Bell,  of  Xenia.  (9)  Thomas  W.  lives  in  Utica,  Ohio.  (10)  Leander 
is  our  subject.  (11)  Elizabeth  (twin  of  Leander)  died  in  infancy.  The 
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father  of  this  family  in  his  younger  clays  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  later 
following  farming  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  where  he  settled  in  1839.  He 
was  ordained  a minister  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  preached  on  Sundays, 
the  rest  of  the  week  being  devoted  to  labor.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig, 
later  a Republican. 

Leander  Buxton  received  his  education  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  life  for  his  own  account,  working  on  farms 
at  thirteen  dollars  per  month.  After  his  marriage  (which  will  presently 
be  referred  to)  he  and  his  wife  located  temporarily  on  a farm  in  Knox 
county,  thence  moving  to  Morrow  county,  where  he  enlisted,  in  1863,  in 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  one  of 
the  regiments  that  did  guard  duty  near  Washington.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  1865,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buxton  settled  on  their  present  farm  in  Franklin 
township,  Fulton  county,  which  he  cleared  and  improved  with  good  sub- 
stantial buildings.  He  now  owns  ninety  acres,  having  sold  eighty. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1861,  Feander  Buxton  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  J.  Brown,  a native  of  Knox  county,  Ohio,  born  in  1837,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Farison)  Brown,  highly  respectable  farm- 
ing people  of  Knox  county,  both  now  deceased.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  three  children,  a brief  record  of  them  being  as  follows : 
(1)  Florence  A.,  born  July  18,  1862,  was  married  to  Rev.  D.  F.  Woods, 
of  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children — Homer  E.  and  David  Elmer.  (2) 
Xalia  A.  married  Robert  R.  Johnson,  of  Detroit,  Michigan;  have  one  son — 
Harvey  Leroy.  (3)  Elmer  E.  wedded  Rhoda  Prickett,  and  they  have  two 
children — Henry  Leland  and  Florence;  they  live  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

In  his  political  preferences  our  subject  is  a Republican,  has  served  in 
various  township  offices;  was  a justice  of  the  peace  some  eighteen  years;  and 
in  1896  was  elected  county  commissioner  for  a three-years’  term.  Socially 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  K.  of  P.  and  G.  A.  R.  In  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  they  rank  among  the  lead- 
ing and  most  influential  citizens  of  Fulton  county. 


THOMAS  W.  HAVER. 

Mr.  Haver,  the  subject  of  these  lines,  is  an  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive farmer,  owning  and  operating  a good  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Section 
28,  Mark  township,  Defiance  county. 

Mr.  Haver  is  a native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  born  December  21, 
1840,  and  when  a lad  of  twelve  years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
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moval  from  that  county  to  Defiance  county,  locating  in  Mark  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  where  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  seven  years. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  February  18,  1865, 
in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  in  the  service  until  October  of  that  year,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Returning  to  his  home  in  Mark  township  he  resumed  farming, 
which  occupation  has  always  claimed  his  attention. 

On  November  23,  1862,  in  Mark  township,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Haver  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  E.  Reed,  a native  of  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Adam  Reed,  of  that  county.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Morton  and  Elmer  E.,  who  are  still 

living ; and  Lewis,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
Delaware  township.  Defiance  county,  July  9,  1868.  In  that  township  Mr. 
Haver  was  again  married  in  April,  ]869,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
C.  M.  Smith,  of  Athens  county,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  five  children : John, 

Edgar,  Charles,  Zeno  and  Frank. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Haver  a stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
capacity  of  township  trustee  and  justice  of  the  peace  two  terms.  Socially, 
he  affiliates  with  Hancock  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Sherwood,  Defiance  county. 


HENRY  H.  WHELLER. 

Among  the  enterprising  agriculturists  who  have  assisted  in  the  clear- 
ing and  improvement  of  this  section,  this  well-known  resident  of  Adams 
township,  Defiance  county,  has  won  a worthy  place.  Like  many  of  our  suc- 
cessful men  he  is  of  English  birth,  hut  as  he  came  to  Ohio  when  only  five 
years  old  his  life  has  been  mainly  spent  here. 

Born  May  8,  1843,  in  Dorsetshire,  England,  Mr.  Wheller  is  the  young- 
est in  a family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters  born  to  Joseph  and  Jane 
(Hammond)  Wheller.  In  1848  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  State,  and 
after  spending  one  year  in  Cleveland  located  in  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  the  father  was  killed  February  10,  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six,  by  a limb  from  a falling  tree.  The  mother  continued  to  reside  in  Lo- 
rain county  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  she  moved  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  living  there  with  him  until  the  spring 
of  1868,  at  which  time  she  returned  to  her  eldest  son’s,  in  Lorain  county, 
and  there  died  in  the  fall  of  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
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Mr.  Wheller's  boyhood  was  passed  in  the  wholesome  activities  of  farm 
life,  and  in  1863  he  left  the  old  home  in  Lorain  county  to  secure  a farm 
of  his  own  in  this  newer  section.  His  present  homestead  was  then  cov- 
ered with  forest,  but  he  has  cleared  the  greater  portion  of  it  and  erected  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings.  The  place  contains  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  and  under  his  judicious  management  ranks  among  the  best  farms 
of  the  locality.  His  attention  has  been  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  agri- 
cultural work,  but  for  four  years,  during  the  sixties,  he  carried  the  mail  be- 
tween Wauseon  and  Defiance.  As  a citizen  he  is  public-spirited,  taking  much 
interest  in  local  affairs,  and  he  is  especially  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  On  October  11,  1881,  he’ was  married  at 
Neapolis,  Henry  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Harriet  Hobbs,  and  they  have  had 
four  children:  Delia  Edith,  Laura  Alice,  Bertha  "Mabel,  and  Dora  Celia. 

Mrs.  Wheller  was  born  August  25,  1849,  *n  Madison  county,  Ohio,  and  was 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Her  father,  Winthrop 
S.  Hobbs,  who  died  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  April  2,  1872,  was  a native 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Jane 
Mann,  was  born  in  Ohio. 


VINCENT  V.  MILLER. 

In  the  front  ranks  of  prosperous  agriculturists  and  enterprising  citizens 
of  Delaware  township.  Defiance  county,  we  find  the  name  of  this  gentleman. 
He  is  a son  of  Elias  and  Rebecca  (Foos)  Miller,  and  is  a native  of  this  State, 
born  in  Harrison  county,  December  18,  1845.  After  a residence  for  a num- 
ber of  years  in  Harrison  county,  the  family,  in  the  fall  of  1855,  removed  to 
Defiance  county,  making  it  thenceforth  their  home.  The  mother  is  deceased. 
[A  fuller  history  of  the  parents  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  their  son,  Z.  H. 
Miller.] 

Vincent  V.  Miller,  the  third  of  their  family  of  five  children,  came  with 
his  parents  to  Defiance  county  when  nearly  ten  years  of  age,  and  here,  in  Dela- 
ware township,  his  early  education  was  completed.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  regularly  for 
twenty  years.  He  then  continued  it  in  connection  with  farming  four  or  five 
years,  and  with  his  brother  Emanuel  wras  interested  in  the  sawmill  business 
about  five  years. 

In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Caroline  E.  Gordon,  who  was  born  in 
Paulding  county,  Ohio,  April  1,  1848,  a daughter  of  the  late  George  Gordon, 
of  the  same  place;  and  there  they  were  married,  October  19,  1871.  Of  the 
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two  children  born  to  them,  one,  Arthur  E.,  is  living,  their  little  daughter  Grace 
having  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Miller  votes  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  township,  and  is  a warm  advocate 
of  measures  tending  to  the  advancement  of  educational  interests.  He  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  board  three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
located  in  their  present  home  in  the  fall  of  1871  ; and  Mr.  Miller’s  valuable 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  together  with  its  good  farm  buildings,  stands  a wit- 
ness to  the  thrift  and  prosperity  of  the  owner. 


JACOB  HORNUNG. 

Mr.  Hornung  is  a manufacturer  of  slack  barrel  staves  and  all  kinds  of 
lumber,  also  a dealer  in  agricultural  implements  at  New  Bavaria,  Plenry 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  to  whose  energy  and  fore- 
sight the  locality  is  indebted  for  many  improvements.  While  Mr.  Hornung, 
as  a prosperous  business  man,  has  given  close  attention  to  his  private  af- 
fairs, he  has  never  forgotten  or  ignored  that  bond  of  common  interest  which 
should  unite  the  people  of  every  community,  and  he  has  always  been  ready 
to  promote  progress  in  every  line. 

Mr.  Hornung  was  born  November  25,  1848,  in  Pleasant  township,  Henry 
county,  a son  of  Charles  and  Catherine  (Desgrange)  Hornung,  natives  of 
Germany,  the  former  born  May  16,  1823,  the  latter  on  January  25,  1825. 
The  father  became  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  his  section 
of  Henry  county — served  as  postmaster  of  New  Bavaria  for  many  years; 
was  county  commissioner  three  terms;  assessor  thirteen  years;  notary  public 
twelve  years;  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years — proving  a most 
efficient  and  popular  official.  Religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church.  He  died  June  6,  1894;  his  widow  is  still  living. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  eleven  children,  Jacob  being 
third  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Pleasant 
township,  and  continued  to  assist  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account 
as  a farmer.  He  also  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  and 
in  1882  began  the  manufacture  of  hoops,  staves  and  lumber,  in  connection 
with  which  he  now  operates  between  five  and  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
deals  extensively  in  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  Hornung  is  also  engaged 
in  the  breeding  of  Polled-Durham  cattle,  also  Percheron  and  French  coach 
horses.  His  strict  integrity  and  honorable  dealing  in  business  commend  him 
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to  the  confidence  of  all ; his  pleasant  manner  wins  him  friends,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  popular  and  honored  citizens  of  New  Bavaria. 

In  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  October  io,  1871,  Mr.  Hornung 
married  Miss  Julia  Sauer,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  June  21,  1851.  Of 
the  thirteen  children  born  to  them,  only  six  are  now  living,  namely : Charles, 
John,  Andrew,  Albert,  Ora  and  Ruth  Esther.  Those  deceased  are  Maggie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Edna  and  another,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Herman  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Walter,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years ; Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; and  Willie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 


PETER  HORNUNG. 

Mr.  Hornung,  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch,  and  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  grain  and  liquor  business  in  New  Bavaria,  Henry 
county,  is  one  of  that  county’s  native  sons,  and  a representative  of  one  of  her 
most  prominent  and  honored  families,  whose  identification  with  her  history 
dates  from  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Hornung  was  born  in  Pleasant  township,  September  28,  1861,  and 
is  next  to  the  youngest  of  the  eleven  children  constituting  the  family  of 
Charles  and  Catherine  (Desgrange)  Hornung.  The  father  was  born  in 
Germany,  May  16,  1823,  and  died  in  Henry  county,  Ohio;  the  mother  was 
born  in  the  same  country,  January  25,  1825,  and  is  still  living. 

In  the  local  schools  Peter  Hornung  acquired  his  education  and  upon 
the  home  farm  was  reared  to  habits  of  thrift  and  industry.  On  leaving  the 
parental  roof  in  1889,  he  came  to  New  Bavaria,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
saloon  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted,  and  since  1893 
he  has  also  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  which  he  has  found  quite  profitable. 
He  has  always  taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  is  an 
enterprising,  progressive  citizen,  and  has  acceptably  served  as  township 
clerk  for  three  years. 

On  May  21,  1889,  in  New  Bavaria,  Mr.  Hornung  married  Miss  Maggie 
Roos,  who  was  born  in  that  village,  April  19,  1871,  fourth  in  the  order  of 
birth  of  the  thirteen  children  of  George  and  Elizabeth  R.  Roos.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hornung  have  four  children:  Charles  F.,  Earl  W.,  Mabel  A.  and 

Esther  M. 
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WILLIAM  D.  FRIED. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  numbered  among  the  most  enterprising,  ener- 
getic and  successful  agriculturists  of  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county, 
was  born  August  18,  1842,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Anna  (Davis)  Fried. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Fried,  a native  of  Germany,  came  to 
America  in  boyhood  with  his  parents  and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  he  attained  his  majority,  removing  then  to  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  Having  obtained  a good  education,  he  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  for  some  time,  but  never  settled  down  to  one  line  of  occupation. 
His  last  years  were  spent  at  the  home  of  his  son  Joseph,  in  Williams  county, 
where  he  died  about  1859.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
was  a strong  Whig  in  politics..  His  last  wife  died  at  Osnaburg,  Ohio,  in 
1858,  and  six  of  their  twelve  children  died  before  reaching  maturity.  The 
others  are  Henry,  William,  George,  Joseph,  Polly  and  Nancy 

During  his  boyhood  Joseph  Fried  (our  subject’s  father)  attended  the 
common  schools  to  a limited  extent  in  Columbiana  county,  where  he  was 
reared.  Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  he  labored  by  the 
day  and  month  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  and  his  brother  William 
bought  a sawmill  in  Stark  county,  borrowing  the  money  to  pay  for  the  same. 
In  their  efforts  to  secure  a home  and  competence  they  were  ably  assisted  by 
their  wives,  and  meeting  with  success  in  the  operation  of  the  mill  they  were 
at  length  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  they  improved.  Sub- 
sequently Joseph  Fried  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  business,  and 
later  devoted  his  entire  time  to  farming.  In  1858  he  sold  his  property  in 
Stark  county,  and  came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  on  which  he  built  a log  house  and 
made  some  improvement ; but  after  a short  residence  here  he  was  called 
to  the  home  beyond  in  1863,  leaving  a widow  and  six  children.  Of  the  thir- 
teen children  born  to  them,  six  died  in  childhood,  the  others  being  Eliza  J., 
wife  of  J.  Cogswell;  William  D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  wife 
of  J.  Kale ; Ellazan ; George,  who  died  in  Marietta,  Georgia,  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war ; Amy,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years;  and  Cora,  wife  of  P.  Hornish.  Four  of  these  children  were 
living  at  the  time  of  the  mother's  death,  which  occurred  in  1886.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  married  Henry  Layman,  of  Defiance 
county,  Ohio.  Both  parents  of  our  subject  were  faithful  members  of  the 
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German  Baptist  Church,  of  which  the  father  was  a minister,  and  politically 
he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

William  D.  Fried  pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools  near  his 
boyhood  home,  and  after  coming  to  Williams  county  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the 
farm  until  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  first  did  guard  duty  on  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio,  and 
later  was  a nurse  in  a hospital  until  the  war  ended,  being  mustered  out  at 
Columbus  and  honorably  discharged  July  3,  1865.  As  his  father  had  died 
during  his  service,  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  farm  on  his  return 
home;  on  July  4,  1879,  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place, 
and  also  bought  his  mother’s  life  interest.  At  that- time  only  eighty  acres 
had  been  cleared,  and  the  buildings  were  all  in  a dilapidated  condition,  hut 
with  characteristic  energy  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  its  im- 
provement, and  now  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  are  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  improved  with  a comfortable  two-story  frame  resi- 
dence, a large  barn,  good  outbuildings  and  a fine  orchard.  He  raises  a va- 
riety of  cereals  adapted  to  this  climate,  and  is  also  interested  in  stock  rais- 
ing. 

In  1868  Mr.  Fried  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Brown,  who  was  born 
in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  July  11,  1847,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Brown 
and  Lucinda  (Briggs)  Brown,  natives  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  thev 
were  married.  Daniel  Brown  (Mrs.  Fried’s  grandfather)  was  a native  of 
Germany,  whence  with  the  family  he  started  for  the  New  World,  but  his 
father  died  on  the  voyage  and  was  buried  at  sea.  The  remainder  of  the 
family  located  in  Pennsylvania  and  afterward  removed  to  Stark  county,  Ohio. 
Rev.  John  Brown,  a minister  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  and  also  a 
farmer,  came  to  Williams  county,  in  1848,  at  which  time  this  region  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  He  purchased  land  in  Center  township,  and  improved 
a farm,  on  which  he  is  still  living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  preaching  the 
Gospel,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  honored  and  highly  esteemed  citizens 
of  Williams  county.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1881,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them,  six  died  in 
childhood,  the  others  being  Malon,  who  died  in  1862  while  a soldier  in 
the  Union  army;  Lydia,  wife  of  our  subject;  Sanford,  a plasterer  living  in 
San  Diego,  California;  Mrs.  Harriette  Kunkle;  and  Manuel,  a physician  of 
Salina,  Kansas. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fried  were  born  nine  children,  namely:  Della,  who 
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died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Delbert,  who  operates  the  old  homestead; 
Effa,  wife  of  Charles  Martin,  a prominent  farmer  of  Bridgewater  township; 
Dessie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Ora  and  Cora  (twins),  who  are  suc- 
cessful school  teachers;  Vallie,  who  has  received  a good  education,  and  is 
now  at  home;  and  John  J.  and  Carmie  B.,  also  at  home.  Socially,  Mr. 
Fried  affiliates  with  London  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.  Not  caring  for  official  honors,  he  has  generally  re- 
fused office,  hut  has  been  elected  trustee  of  his  township,  in  which  capacity 
he  is  now  serving  in  a most  creditable  manner.  His  election  plainly  shows 
that  his  friends  and  neighbors  justly  appreciate  his  ability  and  worth,  as  the 
township  usually  supports  the  Populist  or  Democratic  candidates.  Mr.  Fried 
has  also  efficiently  served  in  school  offices,  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  has  provided  his  children  with  excellent  advantages  along 
that  line.  Mrs.  Fried  is  a consistent  member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 


WALTER  S.  TOMLINSON. 

This  section  furnished  many  brave  soldiers  for  the  defense  of  the  gov- 
ernment during  the  Civil  war,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography,  though 
only  a hoy  of  eighteen  at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle,  did  gallant  service 
from  1861  to  1865.  He  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  from 
New  England  ancestry,  and  is  a representative  of  the  highest  type  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a leading  resident  of  Far- 
mer township,  Defiance  county,  and  his  homestead  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  Tomlinson’s  ancestry  can  he  traced  back  eleven  generations  com- 
mencing with  Walter  D.  Bender  (grandson  of  Walter  S.)  through  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Eva  (Tomlinson)  Bender,  and  her  father,  Walter  S.  (our  sub- 
ject), a^  follows,  commencing  with  the  first  generation  on  record:  (1) 

George  Tomlinson  married  Maria  Hyde  in  January,  1600,  at  St.  Peter’s 

Church, , England.  (2)  Henry  Tomlinson  was  born  in  Derby, 

England,  came  to  America  in  1652,  and  died  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in 
1681.  (3)  Jonas  Tomlinson  married  Alice  Hannak,  lived  on  Grant  Hill, 
Derby,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  1693.  (4)  Isaac  Tomlinson  was  born  in 

1687,  married  Patience  Taylor  in  March,  1712,  and  died  in  1754-  (5) 

Noah  Tomlinson,  born  March  6,  1727,  married  Abigail  Beers  July  2,  1847, 
and  lived  and  died  at  Derby,  Connecticut.  (6)  Daniel  Tomlinson,  born  in 
1749,  married  Susanna  Hotchkiss,  June  3,  1774,  and  died  near  Marbledale, 
Connecticut.  (7)  Abijah  Tomlinson  was  born  in  1780,  married  Betsey, 
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daughter  of  David  and  Ruth  (Hawkins)  Tomlinson,  April  29,  1805,  and 
died  at  Marbledale,  Connecticut,  in  1862.  Their  children  were  Ruth,  George, 
Giles  H.,  Daniel,  Charles,  Eliza,  Agnes,  etc.  (8)  Giles  H.  (father  of  Walter 
S.)  was  born  at  Marbledale,  Connecticut,  September  22,  1809.  In  1842  he 
married  Eunice  Ensign,  daughter  of  Oren  and  Nancy  (Pepoon)  Ensign, 
who  came  from  near  Painesville  to  Farmer  township  in  1837.  Besides  Eu- 
nice their  children  were:  Oscar,  Dwight  P.,  Henry  A.  (deceased),  and 

Frank  and  Elbridge  (still  living).  Three  children  were  born  to  this  mar- 
riage of  Giles  H.  and  Eunice  (Ensign)  Tomlinson,  as  follows:  (1)  Wal- 

ter S.,  our  subject;  (2)  Dwight  O.,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  Company 
C,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  hardships  of  army  life, 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890,  being  doubtless  hastened  thereby.  His 
wife  died  in  1874.  They  had  no  children.  (3)  Frank  A.  resides  near 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  is  engaged  in  farming.  He  has  two  children — Alta, 
married  to  J.  G.  Black,  and  L.  G.,  married  to  Stella  Morrison,  all  living  near 
Des  Moines.  Mrs.  Eunice  Tomlinson  died  at  Williams  Center  in  Septem- 
ber, 1854,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and  for  his  second  wife  Giles  H.  Tom- 
linson married  Electa  Hemenway,  who  is  still  living,  as  is  also  Mr.  Tom- 
linson. 

Walter  S.  Tomlinson,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  born 
June  16,  1843,  in  Bryan,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work  at  the  old  home  in  Williams  county,  where  he  remained  until  his  en- 
listment in  August,  1861,  in  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. He  continued  with  this  regiment  throughout  the  war,  taking  part 
in  numerous  engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Jonesboro,  and  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
the  march  to  the  sea.  When  there  was  no  longer  any  fighting  to  be  done 
he  returned  to  Williams  county  and  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching,  later 
purchasing  his  present  farm  in  Sections  1 and  2,  Farmer  township,  Defi- 
ance county.  He  is  a man  of  intelligence  and  public  spirit,  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  being  one  of  the  most  prominent  work- 
ers in  the  Republican  organization  in  his  county.  For  several  years  he  has 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  since  1895  he  has  been  a notary 
public.  In  1892  he  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  as  county  com- 
missioner, and  was  defeated  by  only  ninety  votes  by  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee, F.  J.  Clemmen,  although  the  county  gives  the  Democrats  1,350  ma- 
jority. Two  years  later  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  although 
defeated  by  Hon.  J.  W.  Winn,  of  Defiance,  his  popularity  was  shown  in  the 
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contest.  He  is  a member  and  present  commander  of  Lew  Bowker  Post, 
No.  725,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Farmer  township,  and  is  also  active  in  religious  work, 
he  and  his  wife  being  leading  members  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Farmer 
Center. 

On  January  3,  1867,  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  married  in  Farmer  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  to  Miss  Emily  Lane,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  child- 
ren, Orlo  L.,  who  resides  in  Farmer  township;  and  Eva  T.,  wife  of  Prof. 
W.  H.  Bender,  of  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School  (they  have  two  children — 
Walter  D.  and  Miriam  E. ).  Mrs.  Tomlinson  was  born  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  April  16,  1848,  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Alla- 
baugh)  Lane.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Fayette,  Pennsylvania,  born 
March  2,  1822,  and  her  mother  was  born  July  11,  1828,  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  where  her  ancestors  were  early  settlers.  This  worthy  couple 
were  married  in  Tuscarawas  county  in  1847,  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  Milford  township.  Defiance  county,  where  they  spent  one  year.  For 
the  next  thirteen  years  they  resided  in  Williams  county,  but  they  afterward 
made  their  home  in  Section  10,  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  where 
their  last  days  were  passed,  Mr.  Lane  dying  January  23,  1881,  and  Mrs. 
Lane  on  July  31,  1892.  They  had  six  children,  viz.:  Emily  (Mrs.  Tom- 

linson); William  H.,  an  agriculturist  residing  in  Farmer  township;  Jennie 
(deceased);  Ellen  E.,  wife  of  M.  V.  Garner,  of  Bryan,  Ohio;  Laura  M., 
wife  of  R.  W.  Scott,  of  Farmer  township;  and  Rhoda  E.,  wife  of  E.  T. 
Binns,  of  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  our  subject,  had  three  great-grandfathers  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  one  being  a captain,  while  the  other  two  were  ensigns. 


PETER  HUFFMAN. 

One  of  the  successful  and  representative  farmers  of  Milford  township, 
Defiance  county,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  residing  in  Section  31. 
He  was  born  February  25,  1843,  di  Preble  county,  Ohio,  but  when  quite 
young  was  brought  to  Defiance  county  by  his  parents,  Michael  and  Cath- 
erine Huffman,  who  located  in  Hicksville,  where  they  spent  their  remain- 
ing years.  Our  subject  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of 
eight  children,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Hicksville  township, 
where  he  remained  until  his  marriage. 

In  October,  1865,  Mr.  Huffman  wedded  Miss  Caroline  Trocht,  who 
was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  August  4,  1843,  a daughter  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  Trocht.  They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  of 
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eighty  acres  in  Section  31,  Mi] ford  township,  which  still  continues  to  be 
their  home.  It  is  a fine  farm,  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and 
the  buildings  are  in  harmony  with  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the 
place.  Two  children  came  to  bless  the  home,  namely:  Lodema  B.,  now 

the  wife  of  Ouedo  Morgan;  and  Bina  May.  They  lost  one  child,  Benjamin, 
who  died  in  infancy. 


JACOB  SHINABERGER. 

This  well-known  and  progressive  agriculturist  of  York  township,  Ful- 
ton county,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  September  19,  1844,  *n  Huron  county, 
a son  of  James  S.,  a pioneer  of  Richmond  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio. 

Nicholas  Shinaberger,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, whence  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  to  America,  locating  first  in 
Pennsylvania,  thence  moving  to  Carroll  county,  Ohio.  Here  he  followed 
farming,  also  conducting  a distillery,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  days  there, 
dying  in  August,  1850.  His  wife  was  born  about  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  her  mother  concealed  her  and  a little  brother  in  the  bushes 
out  of  sight  of  the  Indians,  who  burned  the  home  of  the  family  to  the 
ground.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  thirteen  children,  James,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  being  next  to  the  youngest. 

James  Shinaberger  was  born  in  1813  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  and  when  a 
young  man  moved  to  Huron  county,  where  he  took  up  farming.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  one  daughter,  Sarah,  now  living  in  Michi- 
gan. In  Huron  county,  for  his  second  wife,  he  wedded  Miss  Margaret 
Holtz,  by  whom  he  had  six  children:  Matilda  (deceased);  one  that  died 

in  infancy;  Lovina  (Mrs.  Leonard  Alleman)  ; Jacob  (our  subject)  ; John, 
in  Michigan;  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  George  Frederick,  of  York  township,  Ful- 
ton county).  The  father  of  these  died  in  1882,  in  York  township,  Fulton 
county,  the  mother  in  1884. 

Jacob  Holtz,  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, whence  he  moved  to  Richland  county,  Ohio.  He  was  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  him  and  his  wife  were  born  twelve  children:  Jacob, 

George,  Frederick,  David,  Michael  (deceased),  Simon,  Margaret,  Nancy, 
William  A.,  Sarah  (deceased),  Mary,  and  Hannah. 

Jacob  Shinaberger,  whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Huron  county,  in  an  old  log  house  with  slab  seats  and  other 
primitive  furnishings,  the  same  building  that  his  father  had  at  one  time 
rented  to  live  in  while  he  built  a home.  On  August  4,  1861,  prompted  by 
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the  spirit  of  patriotism,  Jacob  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  but  was  discharged  July 
30,  1862,  on  account  of  disability.  On  March  28,  1864.  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  same  regiment  and  company,  serving  till  the  close  of  the  war,  being  hon- 
orably discharged  November  30,  1865.  He  was  in  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  also 
those  at  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Thence  in  July,  1865,  his 
regiment  proceeded  to  Texas,  where  it  remained  till  December,  1865.  He 
was  neither  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  and  when  discharged  from  the 
service  he  returned  to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life. 

In  1868  Mr.  Shinaberger  married  Miss  Hannah  E.  Kirkwood,  who 
was  born  September  8,  1847.  To  them  were  born  three  children : J.  L.,  a 

sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere;  Elmer,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Cora 
Anna,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Deckerson,  a farmer  of  York  township,  Ful- 
ton county  (they  have  two  children — Louis  and  Fern).  The  mother  of 
these  died  in  1878,  and  in  April,  1880,  our  subject  wedded  Adelia  A.  An- 
drews, a native  of  Fulton  county,  born  February  24,  1849,  a daughter  of 
Leonard  Andrews  (now  deceased).  By  this  union  there  are  no  children. 

I11  politics  our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  his  first  Presidential  vote 
being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  cast  his  ballot  for  every  Re- 
publican candidate  since.  For  three  years  he  served  as  township  trustee 
in  York  township,  and  was  also  supervisor  thereof.  Socially  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  G.  A.  R.  Losure  Post,  No.  35,  of  Wauseon,  Ohio,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God  at 
Liberty  Center. 

JOHN  H.  HORNUNG. 

This  well-known  general  merchant  of  New  Bavaria,  Henry  county,  is 
a man  whose  sound  common  sense  and  vigorous,  able  management  of  his 
affairs  have  been  important  factors  in  his  success,  and  with  his  undoubted 
integrity  of  character  have  given  him  an  honorable  position  among  his  fellow- 
men. 

A native  of  Henry  county,  Mr.  Hornung  was  born  in  Pleasant  town- 
ship, January  28,  1853,  and  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of 
eleven  children,  whose  father,  the  late  Charles  Hornung,  died  June  6,  1894. 
Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
attending  the  district  schools  and  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  fields.  Desir- 
ing a better  education  than  the  common  schools  afforded,  he  at  the  age  of 
twenty  entered  Heidelberg  College  (now  Heidelberg  University),  where 
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he  graduated  with  the  class  of  ’76.  After  leaving  college  he  was  employed 
as  a civil  engineer  until  1888,  and  also  successfully  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hoops,  staves  and  lumber,  disposing  of  that  business  in  1896.  On 
May  1,  1894,  he  became  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  has  since 
successfully  conducted  a general  store  in  New  Bavaria,  carrying  a large  and 
well-selected  stock,  and  receiving  from  the  public  a liberal  patronage. 

In  Jonesville,  Michigan,  Mr.  Hornung  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Cora  M.  Pratt,  who  died  in  a hospital  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  January  18, 
1894,  leaving  two  children:  Robert  P.  and  Grace  A.  Mr.  Hornung  was 
married  in  Toledo,  February  13,  1896,  to  Miss  Laura  Whitney,  and  they 
have  a daughter,  Imogene,  born  December  17,  1897. 

Socially,  Mr.  Hornung  is  an  honored  member  of.  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Patriotic  Order  of  Elks,  while  politically  he  is  a 
prominent  representative  of  the  Republican  party,  always  taking  an  active 
and  leading  part  in  local  political  affairs.  For  nine  years  he  was  one  of  the 
county  teachers’  examiners,  and  has  always  been  identified  with  those  enter- 
prises calculated  to  promote  the  moral,  educational  or  material  welfare  of  his 
community. 

Mrs.  Hornung  was  born  December  9,  1864,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Imogene  I.  (Nicholas)  Whitney.  She  is  a graduate  of  the 
Toledo  High  School,  class  of  '85,  and  for  some  time  was  a successful  teacher 
in  that  city.  She  also  graduated  in  January,  1891,  from  the  Flower  Mission 
Training  School  for  Nurses,  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  She  comes  from  a 
family  of  teachers,  her  mother  and  grandmother  having  both  followed  that 
profession.  Her  father,  who  for  many  years  was  a prominent  lawyer  in 
Toledo,  died  in  1871,  her  mother  in  1889,  and  Mrs.  Hornung  is  their  only 
daughter. 


FREDERICK  A.  DENSON. 

This  prosperous  and  progressive  agriculturist,  stock  dealer  and  lum- 
berman of  Chesterfield  township,  Fulton  county,  deserves  more  than  a pass- 
ing notice  in  the  pages  of  this  volume,  as  there  is  no  citizen  more  truly  rep- 
resentative, or  more  widely  and  actively  awake  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

Born  in  Steuben  county,  New  York,  July  31,  1844,  he  is  a son  of  Wes- 
ley and  Mary  (Carl)  Denson,  and  a grandson  of  Thomas  Denson,  a New 
Englander  by  birth,  whose  father  came  from  Old  England  accompanied  by 
two  brothers.  Grandfather  Thomas  Denson,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  was 
born  in  1775,  and  when  his  son  was  a child  moved  from  New  Jersey  to 
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New  York  State,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  The  names 
of  his  children  are  as  follows:  Sons — John,  Joseph,  William,  Theodore, 

Sylvester  and  Wesley;  daughters — Sarah,  Jane  and  Ann;  of  whom,  Joseph. 
Sylvester,  Jane  and  Ann  are  yet  living. 

Wesley  Denson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1821, 
and  for  several  years  followed  the  shoemaking  trade  in  New  York  State, 
in  1855  moving  to  Michigan,  and  locating  in  Lenawee  county,  from  there 
coming  in  1862  to  Chesterfield  township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Flere  he 
bought  forty  acres  of  land,  which,  however,  he  sold,  then  purchasing  eighty 
acres,  the  farm  he  owned  and  was  living  on  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1897. 
He  and  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1842  in  New  York  State,  were  the 
parents  of  four  children — three  sons  and  one  daughter — our  subject  being 
the  eldest;  the  others  are:  Alfred  F.,  who  married  Libbie  Sheffield,  and  has 

five  children- — Carrie,  Myrtie,  Ernest,  Olivia,  and  Ada  J. ; Beriah,  married 
to  Burta  Von  Liew,  by  whom  he  has  three  children;  Mary  L.,  wife  of  David 
Agnew,  by  whom  she  has  two  children — Floyd  and  Mary. 

Frederick  A.  Denson,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review,  received  his 
education  in  New  York  State  and  Michigan,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  On  January  4,  1864,  prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  G,  served  some  two  and  one- 
half  years,  and  was  discharged  March  25,  1866,  at  Ft.  Bridges,  Utah  Ter- 
ritory. He  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  Tre- 
villian  Station,  Hawe’s  Shop,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and  Five  Forks; 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Sailor’s  Creek,  three  days  before  Lee’s  surrender,  and 
was  with  the  Confederate  army,  still  a prisoner,  when  that  general  surren- 
dered to  Grant.  After  an  honorable  discharge,  our  subject  returned  to  Ful- 
ton county,  and  for  about  eighteen  months  worked  by  the  month  or  day, 
after  his  marriage  settling  in  Section  11,  Chesterfield  township,  where  he 
had  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  This  he  improved,  and 
from  time  to  time  added  to  until  he  and  his  children  have  among  them  five 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the  live-stock  and  lumber  industries,  buying  and 
selling  both  stock  and  lumber ; he  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  raising  hogs. 

In  December,  1869,  Frederick  A.  Denson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Adeline  Lee,  who  was  born  in  1842,  in  Fulton  county,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Huldah  Lee,  the  former  of  whom  died  when  Mrs.  Denson  was  eight 
years  old.  Mrs.  Denson  passed  from  earth  April  30,  1896,  leaving  two  child- 
ren: Velina,  wife  of  Oliver  Onweller,  of  Fulton  county;  and  Elmina,  wife 

of  Louis  Ham,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Ivah,  born  June  19,  1898. 
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In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Denson  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  U.  S.  Grant,  in  1868.  Socially  he  is  affil- 
iated with  Col.  Myron  Baker  Post  No.  33,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Morenci,  Michigan, 
and  of  Chesterfield  Grange  No.  367.  He  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


JOSEPH  GREEK. 

Among  the  well-to-do  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Williams  county, 
who  have  accumulated  a competency  through  their  own  exertions  and  econ- 
omy, is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  whose  fine:  farm  of  eighty 
acres  is  conveniently  located  in  Mill  Creek  township,  one  mile  and  a half 
east  of  the  village  of  Kunkle.  On  locating  there,  it  was  all  wild  land,  cov- 
ered with  a heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  his  first  home  was  a log  cabin, 
which  has  long  since  given  place  to  a comfortable  frame  residence,  sur- 
rounded by  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  while  the  land  is  now  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  Richland  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Greek  was  born  January  12,  1844,  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Brubaker)  Greek,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  paternal  grandfather  located  on 
coming  from  Germany — his  native  land.  During  his  youth  Frederick  Greek 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  after  his  re- 
moval to  Ohio  in  1840,  for  two  years  in  Richland  county  and  eight  years 
in  Hancock  county.  On  coming  to  Williams  county  in  1850,  however,  he 
purchased  land  in  Madison  township  and  turned  his  attention  to  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation.  During  his  more  active  business  life  he  bought  and 
sold  several  other  tracts  of  land,  but  always  lived  on  his  first  purchase,  where 
he  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1882, 
in  the  faith  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  to  which  both  belonged. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  fourteen  children,  forty-five 
grandchildren  and  seventy  great-grandchildren.  Of  the  fourteen  children, 
two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  are  as  follows : John,  who  was  a Union 

soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Conley;  Mrs.  Fanny  Hendrix,  who 
died  leaving  seven  children;  Mrs.  Nancy  Burkholder;  Joseph  (our  subject)  ; 
George,  who  was  a Union  soldier,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Wes- 
ley B.,  a teacher  living  in  Alabama;  Elias,  a farmer  of  Williams  county;  Mrs. 
Martha  Gill;  Mrs.  Jane  Throne;  William  F.,  who  was  formerly  in  the  ele- 
vator and  gristmill  business,  and  is  now  a farmer ; and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Oxinger. 
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At  the  age  of  ten  years  Joseph  Greek  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  their  new  home  in  Williams  county,  where  he  grew  to  mam 
hood,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  and  at  the  carpenter’s  bench.  In  1862, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  saw 
much  hard  service,  participating  in  nineteen  skirmishes,  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
home.  In  1863,  however,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member  of 
Company  H,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  also  belonged 
to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  with  his  command  took  part  in  many 
important  engagements,  was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the 
sea,  and  was  stationed  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  at  the  time  of  Lee’s  sur- 
render. During  his  service  he  often  suffered  from  lack  of  food,  hut  for- 
tunately was  never  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner.  After  participating  in  the 
grand  review,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  command  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  where  Mr.  Greek  was  finally  discharged.  Returning  home  with 
an  honorable  war  record,  he  resumed  carpenter  work,  and  by  contracting 
and  building  he  secured  a start  in  life.  Since  his  marriage,  in  1867,  he 
has  principally  engaged  in  farming  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1887 
and  1888,  when  he  traveled  for  Daso  Brothers  in  the  elevator  business, 
his  territory  taking  in  all  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States. 

On  October  15,  1867,  Mr.  Greek  married  Miss  Malissa  M.  West,  a 
native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  whose  parents  removed  to  Williams  county 
about  1863.  Here  her  father  followed  farming  until  his  death.  Her  mother 
died  October  20,  1867;  she  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 
They  had  eight  children:  Eliza,  Susan,  Mary,  Malissa  M.,  Addie,  Sarah, 

Amanda  and  Fremont.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greek  were  born  five  children, 
namely:  Mrs.  Ada  M.  Wolcot;  Mrs.  Amanda  J.  Weidner;  Emerson  C. 

and  Arthur  J.  (both  at  home)  ; and  Carrie  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  a true  Christian  woman,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  January  19,  1886. 

Mr.  Greek  was  again  married  in  September,  1888,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Drum,  who  was  horn  in  1858  in  Pennsylvania, 
whence  when  two  years  old  she  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  Williams 
county,  Ohio.  Her  father  purchased  a partially  improved  farm  in  Brady 
township,  and  to  its  further  development  and  cultivation  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies.  He  is  a radical  Republican,  has  served  as  township 
trustee  and  in  other  local  offices,  and  is  a member  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Their  children  are  Jacob;  Mrs. 
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Rosa  Bruns;  Sarah  J. ; Mrs.  Elizabeth  Money;  Mrs.  Cassie  Shillings;  Ed- 
ward, a merchant  of  Stryker,  Williams  county ; Mrs.  Anna  Wolverton ; Mrs. 
Elva  Geesy;  and  Mrs.  Edith  Stype.  The  family  is  of  German  descent.  By 
his  second  marriage  Mr.  Greek  has  two  children:  Carl  E.,  born  February 

3,  1890:  and  Glen  D.,  born  September  23,  1894. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Greek  engaged  to  some  extent  in  bridge  building, 
but  in  1880  retired  altogether  from  carpenter  work,  and  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  farming.  All  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  has  been  due  to  his 
own  unaided  efforts,  and  for  his  success  he  deserves  great  credit.  The  Re- 
publican party  finds  in  him  a stanch  supporter,  and  although  he  has  never  as- 
pired to  office,  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  in  1882,  and  for  three 
years  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs,  and  has  served  as  trustee,  class  leader  and  treasurer 
in  the  same.  As  a public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  he  has  done  much 
to  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  has  made  for  himself  a place  among  the 
honored  and  valued  residents  of  Mill  Creek  township. 


HENRY  MARK. 

Among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Williams  county,  who  have  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  agricultural  interests  from  an  early  day,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  begins  this  sketch.  Upon  his  farm  in  Florence  town- 
ship he  has  made  his  home  since  1871,  having  at  that  time  forty  acres  of 
timber  land  improved  with  a log  house  and  barn.  As  he  has  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm,  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under 
excellent  cultivation,  and  he  also  owns  sixty  acres  elsewhere  in  the  same 
township.  His  home  is  a comfortable  two-story  frame  residence  with  an 
“L,’’  and  upon  the  place  there  are  also  two  good  barns,  outbuildings,  a 
windpump  and,  in  fact,  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  found  upon  a 
model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century.  For  four  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  pump  business  in  Edon,  Williams  county,  but  with  that  exception  he 
has  followed  general  farming  and  stock  raising  throughout  his  business 
career. 

In  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Mark  was  born  March  26,  1845,  a 
son  of  Christian  and  Catherine  (Hess)  Mark,  natives  of  Germany,  who  in 
1834  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  the  same  vessel,  landing  in  New  York  after  a 
voyage  of  forty  days.  The  mother  was  born  in  Rottenburg,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 11,  1818,  and  the  year  of  her  arrival  in  the  New  World  gave  her  hand 
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in  marriage  to  Christian  Mark.  For  seven  years  they  remained  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  worked  at  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  then  migrated  to  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  similarly  employed  until  1849.  He 
traded  his  property  in  that  county  for  land  in  Williams  county  which  he 
had  never  seen,  and  in  that  year  came  to  his  new  home.  He  paid  for  hav- 
ing his  cabin  erected  and  his  land  cleared  by  work  at  his  trade,  but  afterward 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  placed 
the  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  On  locating  there  a road  had 
to  be  cut  to  the  place,  and  much  of  the  land  seemed  a useless  swamp;  but 
all  has  since  been  changed,  the  farm  being  to-day  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  in  the  locality.  Although  eighty-five  years  of  age,  the  father  is  still 
quite  active,  superintends  the  management  of  his  farm  and  attends  to  his 
other  business  interests.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  politically  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  His 
loving  wife,  who  was  a true  Christian  woman,  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  September,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  She  had  eleven  child- 
ren, fifty-three  grandchildren  and  twenty  great-grandchildren.  Her  own 
children  were:  William,  George  and  Jacob  (all  three  deceased)  ; Mrs.  Eliza 

Huntington;  John;  Henry;  Mrs.  Hannah  Rockey;  Mrs.  Rachel  Ertrich; 
Mrs.  Mary  Gearhart ; Mrs.  Lovenia  Goshorn ; and  Mrs.  Harriet  Kane. 

Henry  Mark  was  five  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Williams 
county,  where  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  assisting  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Florence  township,  and 
in  its  operation  he  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  township,  is  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat  in  politics,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public  affairs. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  elected  him  to 
several  local  offices;  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  township  trustee, 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  many  of  the  conventions  of  his  party. 

In  1871  Mr.  Mark  married  Miss  Achsah  A.  Martin,  of  Williams  county, 
a daughter  of  Harrison  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Dolvin)  Martin,  the  former  a 
native  of  Carroll  county,  and  the  latter  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio.  Her 
father  was  one  of  four  brothers,  the  others  being  Israel,  Wesley  and  Albert, 
who  were  of  German  descent.  In  1847  Harrison  A.  Martin  came  to  Will- 
iams county,  where  he  purchased  land  from  the  government,  and  improved 
a farm,  making  it  his  home  until  called  to  the  world  beyond  in  1885  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  For  forty  years  he  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  Her  death 
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occurred  May  9,  1889.  They  had  three  children:  Elmira  (deceased),  Will- 

iam W.,  who  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Achsah  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject. 

Mr.  Martin  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  August  23,  1819,  on 
a farm  situated  about  three  miles  north  of  Wellsville.  He  visited  the  old 
homestead  in  1876,  and  found  the  house,  within  whose  walls  he  first  saw 
the  light,  still  standing.  In  early  youth  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Rose 
township,  Carroll  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Dolvin  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  1845,  and  with  whom  one 
month  later  he  penetrated  the  then  nearly  unbroken  forest,  settling  on  a farm 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days.  This  was  the  southeast  quarter  of  Sec- 
tion 1 1,  Florence  township,  a quarter  that  was  very  slow  in  being  settled,  and 
for  fifteen  years  he  had  no  road,  having  to  pick  his  way  in  and  out  over  by- 
roads cut  through  the  woods  so  as  to  avoid  the  swales.  For  several  years 
the  nights  would  be  made  hideous  with  the  howlings  of  wolves  that  in- 
fested the  swamps  in  that  vicinity,  while  the  numerous  owls  would  keep  up 
a continual  weird-like  hooting,  and  other  cries ; the  visits  of  thievish  bears, 
also,  were  not  infrequent.  Amid  these  surroundings  Mr.  Martin  toiled  to 
secure  for  himself  a comfortable  competence,  and  succeeded. 

Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark,  Charles  W.,  born 
September  29,  1872,  is  still  at  home;  Alta  M.  died  August  27,  1878;  Ida 
M.,  twin  sister  of  Alta,  died  September  3,  1878,  when  about  two  months 
old;  and  Ernest  H.,  born  May  4,  1879,  is  at  home.  The  parents  are  worthy 
members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  and  are  most  estimable  people. 


JOHN  G.  STEFFEL. 

Mr.  Steffel,  who  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Richland  township.  Defiance  county,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  community.  He  was  born  August  4,  1845,  in  Austria, 
whence  his  parents,  George  and  Anna  (Aurada)  Steffel,  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  America  in  1852,  first  locating  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 

In  1861  they  came  to  Defiance  county  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Adams 
township,  where  they  still  continue  to  make  their  home.  In  their  family  were 
four  children— three  sons  and  one  daughter — who  reached  years  of  maturity, 
and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
in  Adams  township,  he  remaining  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  when 
he  located  on  the  farm  in  Richland  township,  where  he  still  lives.  Through- 
out his  active  business  life  he  has  given  his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural 
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pursuits,  and  being  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  he  has  prospered  in  his 
undertakings.  His  farm  is  improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings : 
in  fact,  the  whole  place  indicates  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

On  April  23,  1872,  in  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Steffel  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Shindler,  also  a native  of  Austria,  horn  September  1,  1852,  a 
daughter  of  Mathew  and  Mary  (Kornish)  Shindler,  who  came  to  America 
in  1854,  and  after  residing  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  for  seven  years,  removed 
to  Defiance  county  in  1861.  They  took  up  their  residence  in  Highland  town- 
ship, where  the  mother  died  April  5,  1895.  Mrs.  Steffel  is  the  eldest  in  their 
family  of  five  daughters.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  five  children  still  liv- 
ing, namely:  Anna,  now  the  wife  of  George  Moser;  John  X.;  Kate  D. ; 
Wesley  C. ; and  Agnes  C.  Those,  deceased  are  Mary  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years,  and  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

During  the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Steffel  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  adopted  country,  on  November  1,  1863,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  A,  Forty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  faith- 
fully fought  until  honorably  discharged,  June  12,  1865.  He  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  be- 
sides in  numerous  skirmishes,  and  while  in  South  Carolina  he  was  injured 
in  the  right  side.  He  is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Defiance. 

The  Democratic  party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of 
its  principles,  and  in  local  politics  he  takes  a leading  part.  In  the  spring  of 
1891  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Richland  township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1897 
was  re-elected,  so  that  he  is  now  filling  that  responsible  position.  He  has 
also  capably  served  in  other  township  offices,  being  trustee,  and  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Adams  township  for  two  terms.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his 
family  are  Catholics. 


DAVID  G.  SHARP. 

This  energetic  and  prosperous  business  man  of  Hicksville,  Defiance 
county,  is  a native  of  Logan  county,  Ohio,  the  former  home  of  his  parents, 
Austin  and  Hannah  D.  ( Symonds)  Sharp.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1875  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Defiance  city,  where  they  remained  until  1880,  and 
then  moved  to  Delaware  Bend,  where  the  father  died  in  1894.  The  widowed 
mother  still  survives. 

David  G.  Sharp,  their  only  child,  was  born  December  25,  1856,  and  was 
reared,  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  the  Logan  county  home. 
Coming  then  with  his  parents  to  Defiance,  the  years  intervening  between  that 
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time  and  1880  were  passed  in  further  preparation  for  the  life  of  a business 
man.  In  that  year,  1880,  he  purchased  a sawmill,  which  he  operated  for 
two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  in  addition  to  this  industry,  began 
the  manufacture  of  cider,  vinegar  and  jellies.  In  1882  he  converted  the  mill 
into  a hoop  manufactory,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  hoop-making  there 
in  connection  with  his  other  manufactures,  until  1893,  when  the  building  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  Undaunted  by  this  calamity,  he  promptly  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  erection  of  a new  building,  and,  as  a result  of  his  enterprise,  that 
same  year  the  present  enlarged  and  improved  establishment  rose  phoenix-like 
from  the  ashes.  With  the  increased  facilities  for  manufacturing  thus  afforded, 
the  proprietor  has  continued  the  business  with  gratifying  success.  In  its 
present  flourishing  condition  it  furnishes  employment  for  nearly  forty  men. 
He  also  conducts  a business  in  general  merchandise,  in  which  he  embarked 
in  1894. 

On  February  17,  1887,  Mr.  Sharp  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hattie  Slough,  a daughter  of  I.  N.  Slough,  of  Delaware  Bend,  and  four 
children  have  come  to  gladden  their  home,  their  names  being  as  follows : 
Harry,  Forrest,  Ray  and  Gertrude.  Socially,  Mr.  Sharp  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias ; politically,  he  is  a Republican. 

About  January  1,  1898,  Mr.  Sharp  extended  his  business  to  Hicksville, 
and  a little  later  he  began  the  erection  of  a hoop  and  stave  mill  near  the 
B.  & O.  R.  R.  This  he  conducts  in  connection  with  his  other  enterprises 
at  The  Bend.  This  Hicksville  concern  will  also  employ  about  fifty  men,  mak- 
ing a total  of  some  one  hundred  hands  in  both  places. 


JEREMIAH  CLAY. 

This  thorough  and  skillful  farmer  and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  capacity,  is  a representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Jeffer- 
son township,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  his  home  being  in  Section  34,  where 
he  owns  eighty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  under  excellent  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  February  13,  1845,  but  in  the  spring  of 
the  same  year,  when  only  three  months  old,  he  was  brought  to  Williams 
county,  by  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Glime)  Clay,  who  located  in 
Mill  Creek  township. 

Jacob  Clay,  the  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in  the  Principality  of 
Hesse,  Germany,  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers  hired  to  George  III  of  Eng- 
land and  sent  to  this  country  to  fight  against  the  Americans.  He  after- 
ward joined  the  Continental  army,  and  helped  to  defeat  the  forces  of  Great 
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Britain.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  his  family  came  and  they 
settled  near  Hanover,  York  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  reared  a son,  whom 
they  named  Jacob. 

This  son,  Jacob  Clay,  the  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  Germany, 
January  30,  1769,  and  died  August  17,  i860.  Catharine,  his  wife,  was  born 
March  30,  1772,  and  died  September  5,  1850.  To  them  was  born  a son, 

John,  the  grandfather,  September  15,  1794;  died  October  24,  1870. 
His  wife,  Margaret  (Miller),  to  whom  he  was  married  November  26,  1818, 
was  born  January  1,  1796,  and  died  October  1,  1879.  To  them  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  were  born. 

John  Clay  and  family,  together  with  his  parents,  removed  from  York 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  1828.  Jacob  Clay,  the 
father,  was  the  second  of  the  four  children,  the  others  being  George,  William 
and  Catharine. 

Jacob  Clay  was  born  November  21,  1821.  Elizabeth  (Glime),  his  wife, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  11,  1823.  Both  are  enjoying  good  health 
in  their  home  at  West  Unity,  Ohio.  They  were  married  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  in  1844.  One  son,  Jeremiah,  was  born  here.  They  removed  to 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  here  there  were  eight  more  children 
born,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  reached  maturity  were 
Jeremiah,  William,  Catharine,  Sarah  Ann,  and  John  H. 

On  the  home  farm  in  Mill  Creek  township,  Jeremiah  Clay  passed  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  he  married 
and  removed  to  a home  of  his  own.  On  February  15,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
war  was  ended  and  peace  once  more  reigned,  being  mustered  out  July  10, 
1865.  Returning  to  the  old  home  in  Mill  Creek  township,  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade  for  three  years. 

On  June  24,  1869,  in  Bryan,  Ohio,  Mr.  Clay  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Bear,  both  of  whom  were 
early  settlers  of  Williams  county,  and  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clay  were  born  six  children,  three  of  whom  died  when  young;  those  living 
are  Sydney  S.,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Martha  D., 
now  the  wife  of  O.  L.  Kelly ; and  Charles  B. 

Mr.  Clay  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Williams  county,  but 
lived  for  nine  years  in  Gorham  township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  and  two  years 
in  Michigan.  With  the  exception  of  six  years  during  which  he  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  in  Pulaski,  Ohio,  he  has  always  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  farming,  and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  carrying  on  that 
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occupation,  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  familiar.  No  man  takes  a deeper  in- 
terest in  the  prosperity  of  the  county,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  few  have 
contributed  in  a larger  degree  in  making  it  one  of  the  best  in  this  great 
commonwealth.  Politically  he  adheres  to  the  Republican  party,  is  one  of 
its  most  earnest  advocates,  and  takes  a great  interest  in  its  success.  He  is  an 
earnest  Christian  gentleman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  his  wife  and  children  also  belong,  and  all  take  a leading  and  active 
part  in  its  work.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  occu- 
pies a prominent  position  in  social  circles.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Clay  is  a mem- 
ber of  Evans  Post,  No.  149,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 


A.  R.  HYATT. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  our  subject,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Williams  county,  his 
birth  having  occurred  at  Lockport,  on  September  7,  1846.  His  parents  were 
Seth  B.  and  Eleanor  (Bodel)  Hyatt,  also  natives  of  Ohio.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Meshack  Hyatt,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of  Ger- 
man descent,  followed  farming  until  his  life’s  labors  were  ended.  His  chil- 
dren were  Mrs.  Lydia  Serrels ; Seth  B. ; William,  a sergeant  in  the  army ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Patterson;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hunter;  Elisha,  a physician  of  Dela- 
ware, Ohio;  John,  of  New  York;  and  Sarah. 

Seth  B.  Hyatt  was  reared  in  Wayne  county,  and  about  1843  came  to 
Williams  county,  where  he  commenced  teaching  school.  Later  he  was  elected 
county  surveyor,  and  served  in  that  capacity  sixteen  years.  His  wife  in- 
herited some  land  which  had  been  entered  by  Robert  Bodel  in  1820,  and  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Hyatt  settled  on  that  property,  which  he  cleared  and 
improved.  His  first  wife  died  in  1854,  and  he  then  went  to  Bryan,  where 
he  carried  on  the  grocery  business  for  several  years.  In  1856  he  was  again 
married,  and  returning  to  his  farm  he  remained  thereon  until  1864,  when  he 
again  located  in  Bryan,  there  remaining  until  his  death,  in  May,  1883.  Dur- 
ing his  last  years  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage  businesses,  and 
he  was  a popular,  progressive  and  enterprising  citizen.  He  supported  the 
Democratic  party  until  1856,  when  he  became  a Republican,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  filling  a number  of  township  offices.  Both 
parents  of  our  subject  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  first  wife 
of  Seth  Hyatt  was  a daughter  of  Robert  Bodel,  a native  of  Scotland,  and  a 
stone  mason  by  trade.  He  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Williams  county, 
and  entered  three-quarters  of  a section  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  until  his 
death,  about  the  year  1840.  His  widow  continued  the  supervision  of  the 
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homestead  farm  until  her  death,  in  1867.  They  had  three  children:  Alex- 

ander, deceased;  Mrs.  Hyatt;  and  Isabel,  wife  of  F.  Cox,  also  deceased. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  three  children,  he  being  the  eldest;  (2) 
Sarah  I.  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Haigh,  of  Logansport,  Indiana;  and  (3)  Cor- 
delia is  now  Mrs.  Herald,  of  Topeka,  Kansas.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  February  28,  1854,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  afterward  married  Miss  Emily 
Keeler,  of  Huron  county,  a daughter  of  Lewis  and  Rebecca  (Stevens)  Keeler, 
of  England.  She  is  still  living  in  Bryan. 

A.  R.  Hyatt,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  In  1864,  when  seventeen  years  of 
age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  assigned  to  Thomas  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  went  with  Sher- 
man on  the  march  to  the  sea,  and  in  a hand-to-hand  fight  at  the  battle  of 
Jonesboro  was  shot  through  the  thigh.  After  three  days  he  was  sent  to  At- 
lanta, after  three  weeks  to  Chattanooga,  from  there  to  Nashville,  and  on  to 
Jeffersonville.  He  fully  recovered  his  health  at  Camp  Denison,  and  was 
then  sent  to  Johnson’s  island,  where  he  did  guard  duty  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in  August,  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  mustered  out  and  received  his  pay. 

Once  more  finding  himself  in  Williams  county,  Mr.  Hyatt  resumed  farm- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  After  a time,  however,  he  went  west,  and  on  his 
return  settled  in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  He  then  located  in  Bryan,  and  for  a 
time  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad,  but  after  his  marriage 
he  returned  to  the  farm,  and  in  a few  years  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  old  home  place.  He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  improved  with  a two-story  brick  residence  and 
commodious  outbuildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  by  his  effective  and  honorable  business  methods  has  acquired  a handsome 
property. 

In  1873  Mr.  Hyatt  married  Miss  Emily  L.  Boothman,  who  was  born  in 
Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  November  5,  1848,  and  was  a suc- 
cessful school  teacher  for  a number  of  years.  Her  parents  were  Lemuel  L. 
and  Melliasendria  (Hart)  Boothman,  both  natives  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio. 
Her  grandfather,  Thomas  Boothman,  a native  of  England,  came  to  America, 
and  was  married.  One  child  was  born  to  this  union,  and  when  he  was  eighteen 
months  old  the  grandfather  started  on  a visit  to  England,  but  was  never  after- 
ward heard  from.  The  baby  boy  was  then  taken  to  be  raised  by  a family  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  he  acquired  a good  education  and  worked  on  a 
farm.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  clerking  in  a store,  and  in  1843  lie 
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came  to  Williams  county,  where  he  was  married.  Here  he  engaged  in  school- 
teaching and  also  entered  land,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1874. 
He  then  removed  to  Bryan,  where  he  clerked  in  a store  some  eighteen  years. 
He  is  now  living  retired  at  that  place  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years ; his  wife 
has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  is  a member  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boothman  have  ten  children  : Mrs.  Adeline  Thomas  ; 
Melvin  M.,  an  attorney  of  Bryan;  Emily  L. ; Lewis  K. ; Rollin  E.,  of  West 
Unity;  Ellery  C,  of  Bryan;  Julian  W.,  a dry-goods  merchant;  Mina  R. ; 
William  M.,  of  Bryan;  and  Florence  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyatt  have  four  children  : Donald  A. ; Conroy  E. ; Mina  L. ; 
and  Emily.  Mr.  Hyatt  is  a member  of  Evans  Post,  No.  149,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a loyal  citizen,  as  true  and  faithful  to 
his  public  duties  to-day  as  he  was  when  in  times  of  war  he  followed  the  starry 
flag  on  Southern  battlefields. 


ORLANDO  F.  OBERLIN. 

Orlando  F.  Oberlin,  who  resides  in  Section  25,  Jefferson  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  whose  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  well  indicates  his  careful  super- 
vision. Substantial  improvements  are  surrounded  by  well-tilled  fields,  and 
all  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a model  farm  are  there  found. 

Mr.  Oberlin  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Holmes  county,  April  1,  1846,  a 
son  of  Jacob  Oberlin,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1810,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1854  removed  from  Holmes  county  to  Williams  county,  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Jefferson  township,  where  his  death  occurred  February  19, 
1894.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rosanna  Lautz- 
baugh,  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1798.  Orlando  F.  is  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Amanda,  Maria,  Hiram,  Milton,  Mary  and  Alice. 

At  the  age  of  eight  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Williams  county,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  Prompted  by  a 
spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  in  Company  H,  Thirty- 
eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  valiantly  fought  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  until  the  war  was  over.  At  the  battles  of  Jonesboro,  Georgia,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder,  and  near  Kenesaw  mountain  received  a slight 
wound  in  the  left  leg.  When  hostilities  ceased  he  was  honorably  discharged 
and  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  resuming 
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the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  Since  1854  he 
has  been  a resident  of  that  township,  making  his  home  with  his  father  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  married  and  removed  to  a home  of  his  own. 

On  January  1,  1872,  in  Jefferson  township,  Mr.  Oberlin  married  Miss 
Althea  Reed,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  September  23,  1849,  a daughter 
of  George  Reed.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oberlin  have  been  born  two  children: 
Roy  E.  and  Theodore.  Roy  E.  married  Elizabeth  Barkdol,  of  Brady  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wayne,  born  May  21,  1897. 
They  reside  in  Brady  township,  where  Roy  owns  and  operates  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres.  Like  his  father,  he  affiiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  Theodore  resides  with  his  parents. 

Socially,  Mr.  Oberlin  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his 
community,  and  it  is  to  such  men  of  progressive  and  liberal  ideas,  generous 
and  benevolent  in  spirit,  that  Williams  county  owes  its  advancement. 


JACOB  W.  STIVING. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a prominent  and  enterprising  farmer,  and 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  Madison  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Richland  county,  August  23,  1847,  a son  °f  Philip  and  Leah  (Dohm) 
Stiving. 

On  the  historic  River  Rhine,  in  Baden,  Germany,  the  father  was  born  and 
continued  to  live  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Savilla  (Weidner)  Stiving,  who  became  pioneer 
settlers  of  Richland  county,  Ohio.  On  his  arrival  there  the  grandfather  in- 
vested his  small  capital  in  a tract  of  wild  land,  and  in  order  to  support  his 
family  he  was  at  first  obliged  to  work  by  the  day  for  others.  As  the  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself  he  labored  on  his  own  land,  and  was  finally  able  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  He  died  upon  that 
place,  and  his  widow  then  made  her  home  with  her  children  in  Williams 
county,  dying  here  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Philip  Stiving  (our  subject’s  father)  assisted  his  father  in  making  a home 
for  the  family,  and  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land 
in  Richland  county  until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Williams  county,  here  buying 
a tract  of  timberland,  which  he  soon  transformed  into  a fine  farm.  As  his 
financial  resources  increased,  he  extended  its  boundaries  until  he  owned  four 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  The  primitive  buildings  upon  his  farm  were  in 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


439 


later  years  replaced  by  a fine  two-story  brick  residence  and  good  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings.  Before  leaving  his  native  land  he  became  connected 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  was  ever  an  honorable,  upright  man,  his 
word  being  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  he  efficiently  served  as  township  trustee  and  in  other  minor  offices.  He 
died  in  the  spring  of  1888,  his  wife  in  the  following  October,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were : Mrs.  Catherine 

Weidner;  Jacob;  Mrs.  Mary  Traxler;  George  (a  farmer)  ; Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Greek;  Peter  (a  farmer);  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Keller;  and  Mrs.  Savilla  L. 
Kunkle. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Jacob  W.  Stiving  attended  the  local 
schools  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  thus  early  becoming 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage 
in  1877,  and  then  operated  rented  land  for  seven  years.  After  which  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  Madison  township,  Williams  county,  but  at  that 
time  only  five  acres  had  been  cleared.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one 
hundred  are  now  under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved  with  a large  two- 
story  frame  residence  with  a slate  roof,  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  in  fact, 
equipped  with  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  of  a model  farm.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  is  also  engaged  in  stock  raising,  having 
upon  his  place  a fine  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  His  political  support 
has  always  been  given  the  Democracy,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests. 

In  1877  Mr.  Stiving  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  E.  Yocum, 
who  was  born  in  Williams  county,  October  28,  1856,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Arthur  L. ; Cornelius  O. ; and  Claudious  L., 

born  February  1,  1886.  Lemuel  and  Elizabeth  (Martin)  Yocum  (parents 
of  Mrs.  Stiving)  are  natives  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively, and  were  married  in  the  former  place.  Andrew  Yocum,  the  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  while  the  great-grandfather  was  a native 
of  Holland,  thence  coming  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  aiding  the  Colonies 
in  their  struggle  for  independence ; he  located  in  Pennsylvania. 

As  Lemuel  Yocum  was  in  limited  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, he  first  worked  by  the  day  for  others,  and  when  he  had  saved  some 
money,  he  purchased  a small  piece  of  land  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  which  he 
improved  and  cultivated  until  1842.  On  selling  out  he  came  to  Williams 
county,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  timberland,  built  a cabin,  and  at  once  com- 
menced clearing  and  improving  his  place.  By  subsequent  purchase  he  added 
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to  his  land,  and  although  he  has  sold  some  of  his  property  and  given  other  tracts 
to  his  children,  he  still  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  old  home- 
stead. There  he  and  his  wife  live  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
and  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  which 
have  been  secured  through  their  own  industry,  perseverance  and  good  man- 
agement. Both  are  consistent  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church ; in 
politics  he  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  is  now  a Prohibitionist.  Their 
children  are  : Andrew,  a farmer ; Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  : 

Nancy  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 


JOHN  BORTON. 

One  of  the  prominent,  influential  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Brady 
township,  Williams  county,  is  John  Borton,  the  subject  of  this  review.  He 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  September  4,  1820,  a son  of  Bethuel  and  Rebecca 
(Clifton)  Borton,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  State. 

Benjamin  Borton,  the  grandfather,  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  of 
English  descent,  and  his  family  was  represented  in  the  service  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  in  the  war  of  1812.  Bethuel  Borton,  who  was  born  January  2, 
1782,  died  in  New  Jersey,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His  widow  came  to 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  spent  her  declining  days  among  her  chil- 
dren here.  She  was  born  September  17,  1786,  and  passed  away  in  1859,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  They  held  membership  with  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Their  family  numbered  eleven  children:  Charity,  wife  of  J. 

Mason;  Mary,  wife  of  S.  Borton;  Benjamin  and  Nathan,  who  died  in  Wil- 
liams county;  Rebecca,  wife  of  J.  Borton;  Bethuel,  who  died  in  Williams 
county;  Reuben,  who  died  in  childhood;  Job,  whose  death  occurred  in  Wil- 
liams county;  John,  of  this  review;  Martha,  wife  of  A.  Ely;  and  Samuel, 
who  resides  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  Our  subject  and  Samuel  are  the  only 
ones  now  living. 

John  Borton  received  but  limited  educational  privileges,  attending  school 
for  only  three  months  during  three  years.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when,  with  part  of  his  mother’s  family,  he  came  to  Ohio.  Two  brothers  had 
located  here  in  1835,  and  entered  land  upon  which  the  family  located  in  1836, 
all  taking  part  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  the  property.  They 
had  to  make  roads  through  the  forest,  and  bore  the  usual  experiences  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life.  Wild  beasts  were  in  the  forests,  and  wild 
game  could  be  had  in  abundance.  Our  subject  on  one  occasion  killed  three 
deer  in  a single  day,  and  “johnny-cake”  and  venison  were  the  usual  food  of 
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the  settlers.  For  three  years  after  Mr.  Borton’s  arrival  in  Ohio,  Indians  still 
lived  in  the  county,  but  they  were  quite  friendly  in  their  relation  with  the 
white  settlers.  The  first  mill  near  his  home  was  built  on  Bean  creek  by  Wil- 
liam and  George  Johnson,  Englishmen. 

Mr.  Borton,  on  coming  to  this  county,  made  a claim  of  eighty  acres,  and 
walked  from  here  to  the  land  office  in  Lima,  Ohio,  in  order  to  enter  this. 
He  made  the  journey  to  and  from  New  Jersey  on  foot  at  three  different  times. 
Building  a cabin  on  his  land,  he  and  his  brother  Job,  while  clearing  his  farm, 
laboriously  worked  from  early  morning  until  late  at  night  in  the  attempt 
to  place  his  land  in  a condition  capable  of  cultivation.  Fie  built  a hewed  log 
house,  and,  returning  to  New  Jersey  in  1839,  was  there  married.  He  then 
brought  his  bride  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  his  brother's  farm,  renting  his  own 
land  until  1840,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  his  present  home.  Here  he 
purchased  eighty  acres,  a small  amount  of  which  was  cleared,  built  a round- 
log  cabin,  and  here  he  has  since  lived.  He  once  went  on  a prospecting  tour 
to  Iowa,  and  found  that  he  could  enter  much  prairie  land,  but  no  timber,  and 
in  consequence  he  returned  home  without  making  any  investments.  He  has 
since  continued  here  permanently,  and  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  prop- 
erty until  he  became  an  extensive  land  holder.  He  has  given  a farm  to  each 
one  of  his  eight  children,  and  still  has  in  the  old  homestead  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  The  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  excellent  improvements  are 
found  on  the  place,  including  a large  and  substantial  frame  residence,  good 
barns  and  all  necessary  improvements.  He  is  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune, for  he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  and  all  that  he  has  achieved 
is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  For  many  years  he  has  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  peppermint  oil  for  the  Eastern  markets. 

Mr.  Borton  was  first  married  in  New  Jersey  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Taylor, 
born  December  17,  1818,  daughter  of  John  Taylor,  a farmer  of  that  State, 
who  was  born  December  30,  1772,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Peacock)  Taylor, 
born  May  23,  1775. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borton  were  born  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
childhood ; the  others  are : Susanna,  who  married  George  Harlan,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children,  and  after  his  death  she  wedded  E.  Tule,  a farmer ; 
William  and  John,  who  carry  on  agricultural  pursuits;  Martha,  wife  of  Na- 
thaniel Lyon,  a farmer;  Sarah,  who  became. the  wife  of  O.  Mann,  who  died 
leaving  six  children,  after  which  she  married  David  Cosier;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  G.  Pancost;  Rebecca,  wife  of  G.  Hutchison;  and  Mary  L.,  wife  of  Rev. 
J.  Mason.  The  two  who  died  in  childhood  were  Reuben  and  Job.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  July  5,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  on  Decem- 
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ber  30  following,  Mr.  Borton  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wise,  widow  of  Solomon 
Wise,  who  died  and  left  four  children — Lee,  Ermie,  Lawrence  and  Bessie. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Edward  (of  Scotch  and  English  descent)  and  Cathe- 
rine (Hurst)  (of  Irish  descent)  McLean.  They  were  highly  respected  people, 
who  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  was  passed.  Mrs.  Borton  was  born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 
August  8,  1845,  and  had  two  younger  brothers:  James,  who  died  in  the 
army,  and  George,  who  died  in  childhood.  By  the  second  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Borton  have  one  daughter:  Grace,  who  was  born  October  6,  1888. 
Mr.  Borton  belongs  to  the  Friends  Church,  his  wife  to  the  Disciples  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  fdled  a number  of  township  offices. 
His  life  has  been  well  spent,  commanding  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  and  his  honorable  business 
methods,  his  energy  and  worth  have  secured  him  a handsome  property  as  the 
reward  of  his  labors. 


GEORGE  W.  HAMET. 

This  progressive  and  energetic  farmer  residing  in  Brady  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  was  born  January  11,  1847,  *n  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  a son 
of  John  E.  Hamet,  who  was  also  born  in  this  State,  of  Irish  and  Welsh  an- 
cestry. 

In  Pickaway  county  the  father  married  Miss  Rhoda  Warren,  a native  of 
Maryland,  and  there  they  began  their  domestic  life,  renting  and  operating 
a farm.  Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  come  to  Williams  county,  and  in 
1851  again  took  up  his  residence  here.  After  renting  land  for  a short  time 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  which  he  converted  into  a good  farm,  and  upon 
that  place  he  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1872.  Although 
he  never  aspired  to  office  he  was  a stanch  Republican  in  politics;  was  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; and  in  his  home 
the  ministers  were  always  entertained.  His  wife,  who  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  same  Church,  died  in  1894.  In  their  family  were  five  children, 
namely:  George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  John  F.,  a prominent  and 

representative  farmer,  and  county  commissioner  of  Williams  county ; Amanda, 
wife  of  J.  A.  Mattoon;  Ella,  who  died  unmarried  in  1877;  and  Philip,  a resi- 
dent of  Pickaway  county. 

The  district  schools  afforded  our  subject  his  early  educational  privileges, 
and  later  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Bryan  for  a short  time,  after  which 
he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching.  When  only  four  years  old  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Williams  county,  and  upon  the  home  farm  remained 
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until  September  5,  1864,  when,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  entered  the 
army,  serving  as  a member  of  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-second 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  did  guard  duty  for  some  time,  assisted  in  the  construction  of  a fort  at 
Nashville,  was  with  the  troops  which  acted  as  escort  to  General  Tower  through 
a portion  of  the  South,  and  when  hostilities  had  ceased  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Nashville.  After  being  paid  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming;  later  was  employed  by  the  month,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  1872,  he  operated  his  father’s  farm  for  one  year,  and 
then  removed  to  his  father-in-law’s  place,  where  he  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Hamet  married  Miss  Amelia  Pepple,  who  was  born  January  9, 
1847,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  William  L.  and  Amelia  (Irwin), 
Pepple,  the  former  of  German  descent,  the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish.  Her  father, 
a native  of  Maryland,  and  a son  of  William  Pepple,  Sr.,  was  a wool  carder  and 
weaver  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  Williams  county,  in  1857,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  buying  a farm,  which  he  successfully  oper- 
ated until  life’s  labors  were  over,  in  1875.  His  wife,  who  from  an  early  age 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  in  November,  1897.  Their  seven  children  were  as  follows  : Catherine; 

Caroline,  wife  of  R.  Lambert;  Walter  (deceased);  Tisby,  who  became  the 
wife  of  W.  H.  Vaus,  and  died  in  1863 ; Sarah,  the  second  wife  of  W.  H. 
Vaus;  Amelia,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Winfield,  who  died  in  1867. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamet  have  two  children,  namely:  Herman  M.,  born 

in  1879,  and  Mable  A.,  born  in  1881,  are  now  attending  school  at  West  Unity, 
Williams  county.  The  parents  and  children  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  with  which  Mr.  Hamet  is  officially  connected.  Politically 
he  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  always  supporting  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
some  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  his  township,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  most  capably  discharged. 


MATHIAS  THIEL. 

The  well-appointed  farm  of  this  gentleman  is  pleasantly  located  in  Sec- 
tion 7,  Mark  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  over 
a quarter  of  a century.  Pie  has  given  his  close  attention  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  place  with  results  which  can  hardly  fail  to  be  satisfactory 
to  himself.  The  farm  comprises  eighty-six  acres  of  fine  land,  improved  with 
good  and  substantial  buildings. 
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Mr.  Thiel  was  born  in  New  York,  May  16,  1847,  and  when  a child  re- 
moved to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents,  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Welter)  Thiel.  There  he  made  his  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
the  family  went  to  Williams  county,  this  State,  where  both  the  father  and 
mother  died.  Of  their  seven  children  our  subject  is  fourth  in  the  order  of 
birth.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  aiding  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm. 

On  June  13,  1871,  Mr.  Thiel  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Huber,  daughter 
of  Anthony  Huber,  of  Defiance  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely : Anthony  J. ; Michael  L. ; Arvilla  F. ; and  Agatha  Id.,  who 
are  all  living;  and  Clara  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Soon  after 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Thiel  located  permanently  upon  his  present  farm.  He  is  a 
wide-awake,  progressive  business  man,  and  his  career  has  been  such  as  to  win 
for  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


ORLANDO  COFFIN. 

This  worthy  representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Defiance  county 
is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Delawai'e  township.  It  comprises 
four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  excellent  cultivation,  on  which  he  has 
erected  an  elegant  residence  and  good  outbuildings.  He  has  made  his  special 
field  of  industry  a success,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place  tes- 
tifies to  his  great  energy  and  perseverance,  as  well  as  ability  and  skill  in  his 
chosen  calling. 

On  the  farm  where  he  is  still  living  Mr.  Coffin  was  born,  March  12,  1848. 
His  father,  Gilbert  Coffin,  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  New  York,  about  1809, 
and  in  early  life  emigrated  to  Defiance  county,  becoming  one  of  its  honored 
pioneers.  Here  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Gordon) 
Platter,  also  a native  of  New  York  State.  Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Dela- 
ware township  they  continued  to  reside  until  called  from  this  life,  the  mother 
dying  October  23,  1874,  the  father  on  February  2,  1875.  To  them  were  born 
four  children — three  sons  and  one  daughter — of  whom  Orlando  is  the  eldest 
son  and  second  child. 

Under  the  able  direction  of  his  father  the  subject  of  this  sketch  early  be- 
came a systematic  and  successful  farmer,  and  was  of  great  assistance  to  him  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm  even  during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  Since 
attaining  to  man’s  estate  he  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
management  of  the  place. 

On  November  2,  1875,  in  Defiance,  Mr.  Coffin  married  Miss  Minerva 
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Musselman,  who  was  born  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  April  14,  1851.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Eliza  (Clemmer)  Musselman,  were  natives  of  Virginia, 
and  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  respectively,  and  died  in  Paulding  county,  this 
State,  the  former  on  January  to,  1893,  the  latter  on  September  18,  1880.  All 
of  their  twelve  children  reached  manhood  and  womanhood,  Mrs.  Coffin  be- 
ing the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely  : Minnie  ; George  J. ; Charles  L. ; and  John  M. 

Although  Mr.  Coffin  is  a Republican,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  he 
has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  political  office.  He  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  community,  and  never 
withholds  his  support  from  any  enterprise  which  he  believes  will  advance  the 
public  welfare.  Having  been  a resident  of  Defiance  county  for  fifty  years, 
he  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth  and  development,  and  in  its  progress 
he  has  manifested  a deep  interest.  For  some  eight  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  shipping  live-stock.  His  strict  integrity  and  honorable 
dealing  in  business  commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all ; his  pleasant  manner 
wins  him  friends;  and  he  is  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  Delaware  town- 
ship. Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  being  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  latter  organization  in  Delaware 
township.  Mrs.  Coffin  is  a member  of  the  Disciple  Church  of  Sherwood. 


WILLIAM  H.  MOWERY. 

Among  the  agriculturists  of  Harrison  township,  Henry  county,  who  have 
attained  success  from  a financial  point  of  view,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Mowery  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  energetic  farmers  of  his 
community,  is  a complete  master  of  the  calling  which  he  is  following,  and 
to-day  his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  is  under  excellent  culti- 
vation and  well  improved.  Upon  the  place  he  has  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings,  including  a comfortable  residence,  where  hospitality  and  good  cheer 
reign  supreme. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  26,  1848,  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  and  in 
the  order  of  birth  is  fourth  child  in  a family  of  eight  children — four  sons  and 
four  daughters — whose  parents  were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Gensel)  Mowery. 
The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  he  passed  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
father’s  death  occurred.  The  mother  is  still  living. 

William  H.  Mowery  continued  a resident  of  Allen  county  until  he  was 
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married,  December  5,  1871,  to  Miss  Martha  K.  Spangler,  a native  of  Pick- 
away county,  and  a daughter  of  Levi  Spangler,  late  of  Harrison  township, 
Henry  county.  Two  children  grace  this  union:  Mamie  and  Nona.  After 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Mowery  came  to  Henry  county,  and  in  Harrison  township 
has  since  successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  his  sterling  integrity  and  honorable,  upright  manhood, 
fully  entitled  him  to  the  position  which  he  holds  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  the  community. 


EMERSON  B.  OPDYCKE. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  fairly  entitled  to  be  considered  not  only 
one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Williams  county,  but  also  one  of  its  most 
highly  respected  and  honored  citizens.  His  residence  is  situated  in  Section 
36,  Jefferson  township,  where  he  owns  and  operates  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  valuable  and  highly-productive  land  improved  with  excellent  farm 
buildings.  Upon  this  place  Mr.  Opdycke  was  born,  August  12,  1848. 

John  Opdycke,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
and  in  June,  1836,  when  still  single,  he  came  to  Williams  county,  where,  in 
1848,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  C.  Baird,  also  a native  of  Ohio.  Throughout 
the  greater  part  of  their  married  life  they  lived  in  Jefferson  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  continuing  to  make  it  their  home  up  to  within  ten  years  of  their 
deaths,  the  father  dying  August  26,  1895,  the  mother  on  June  23,  1896. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Emerson  B. ; Bettie; 

Charles  D. ; and  Wilbur.  Emerson  Opdycke,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  was  a 
brevet  major  general  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the 
common  schools  and  also  obtained  a good  academic  education.  He  studied 
civil  engineering  and  surveying  under  Professor  Churchill  of  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
and  Professor  C.  W.  Mykrantz,  of  Bryan.  For  six  years,  or  two  terms,  he 
most  creditably  filled  the  office  of  county  surveyor  of  Williams  county,  and 
for  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  made  surveying  his  business.  However,  he  now 
gives  his  attention  wholly  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  old  homestead,  which  he  successfully  operates. 

In  Pulaski,  Ohio,  April  19,  1877,  Mr.  Opdycke  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Roth,  a native  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Christian  Roth, 
of  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Opdycke  have  become  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  who,  in  the  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows : Winnifred ; John  G. ; 

Waldo  E. ; Bessie;  Lucile;  Alfred;  and  Carlton. 
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Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Opdycke  has  always  given  his  sup- 
port to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated  to  promote  the  moral, 
intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his  township  and  county.  His  entire  life 
has  been  passed  in  this  locality,  and  those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered 
among  his  warmest  friends,  a fact  which  plainly  indicates  an  irreproachable 
life. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TERMAN. 

This  prominent  resident  of  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  has  been 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  locality  for  a number  of 
years,  during  which  he  has  won  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

f Mr.  Terman  is  a native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Richland  county, 
February,  - g;  1850.  His  father,  the  late  John  Terman,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  owned  a homestead  near  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1888;  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Priscilla  Plank,  is  still 
living.  This  worthy  couple  had  seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters-— our  subject  being  second  in  the  order  of  birth. 

The  youth  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his  native  county,  where  he  re- 
ceived a common-school  education,  and  although  he  occasionally  worked  by 
the  month  as  a farm  hand,  his  time  was  mainly  devoted  to  the  management 
of  the  homestead  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Crawford,  which  oc- 
curred in  Richland  county,  November  9,  1871.  He  then  settled  upon  a farm 
in  the  same  county,  and  remained  two  years,  but  in  1873  he  removed  to  De- 
fiance county,  locating  first  in  Delaware  township,  where  he  spent  twelve 
years.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a resident  of  Section  36,  Farmer  town- 
ship, and  he  now  owns  a homestead  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  im- 
proved judiciously,  his  buildings  being  both  substantial  and  attractive.  As  a 
citizen  he  has  shown  much  public  spirit,  participating  actively  in  all  move- 
ments that  promised  to  benefit  the  community,  and  while  he  is  not  an  office- 
seeker  he  served  for  three  years  as  trustee  of  Delaware  township  during  his 
residence  there.  In  politics  he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  always  taken  deep  interest  in  religious  work  in 
his  locality,  although  he  does  not  belong  to  any  Church. 

Mrs.  Terman  is  also  a native  of  Richland  county,  and  was  born  May 
9,  1846.  Her  father,  John  Crawford,  is  now  a well-known  resident  of 
Williams  county;  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Stevenson, 
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died  in  Richland  county  in  i860.  Mrs.  Terman  was  the  third  in  a family  of 
six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters,  three  of  whom  are  now  dead, 
the  eldest  being-  Robert,  who  was  a member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
died  June  17,  1895,  and  was  buried  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  a member,  the  G.  A.  R.  also  participating. 


JAMES  CUMMINS. 

This  honored  pioneer  and  well-known  citizen  of  Madison  township  has 
for  almost  sixty  years  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  Williams  county, 
and  has  contributed  to  its  material  progress  and  prosperity  to  an  extent  equaled 
by  but  few  of  his  contemporaries.  A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  June  24, 
1822,  in  Trumbull  county,  whence  when  five  years  of  age  he  removed  to 
Portage  county,  where  he  received  a good  common-school  education.  His 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and,  having  come  to  this 
country  during  Colonial  days,  he  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
also  in  the  early  Indian  wars.  He  first  located  in  Virginia,  and  from  there 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  his  death  occurred. 

John  Cummins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Maryland,  a son 
of  Joseph  Cummins,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  died  in  early  life.  His  widow 
afterward  married  a Mr.  Stowe.  John  Cummins  was  reared  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  removed  with  his 
mother  and  the  other  children  to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  which  at  that  time 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  He  bought  land,  improved  a farm  and 
kept  the  family  together  until  the  children  were  able  to  care  for  themselves. 
While  living  in  that  county  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
there  married  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hatfield,  a sturdy  farmer 
of  New  England  stock.  On  selling  his  farm  in  Trumbull  county,  John  Cum- 
mins moved  to  Portage  county,  where  he  also  developed  a farm,  and  later 
came  to  Williams  county,  spending  his  last  days  at  the  home  of  our  subject. 
He  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat  in  politics,  was  a great  Bible  student,  and 
a believer  in  universal  salvation.  Although  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and  often  made  stump  speeches  for  his  party,  he  never  aspired 
to  office.  On  first  coming  to  Williams  county  in  1840,  he  engaged  in  farming 
in  Jefferson  township,  but  later  lived  retired  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
where  he  died  in  1854,  aged  eighty-two  years;  his  wife  passed  away  in  1876, 
aged  eighty  years.  In  their  family  were  seven  children : Mrs.  Adeline 

Wright;  James;  Joseph  (deceased);  Mrs.  Julia  Allen;  William,  who  died 
in  Michigan;  Hiram,  who  died  while  serving  his  country  in  the  Civil  war; 
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and  Mrs.  Caroline  W adsworth.  The  father  was  also  one  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being : William,  Joseph,  James,  Thomas,  Polly  and  Sally. 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Williams  county,  James  Cum- 
mins (at  the  age  of  eighteen  years)  started  out  in  life  for  himself  with  no 
capital  save  a pair  of  willing  hands  and  a determination  to  succeed.  He  com- 
menced operations  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county,  where  he  secured 
a position  at  chopping  wood  and  clearing  land ; but  as  he  had  no  money  to 
buy  an  axe,  he  was  forced  to  borrow  one.  For  the  first  two  years  he  was 
employed  in  clearing  land,  and  having  saved  some  money,  he  then  entered 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Jefferson  township,  to  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  which  he  soon  turned  his  attention,  cutting  first  a road  through  the 
timber  to  his  place,  over  which  he  could  drive  an  ox-team — always  a favorite 
team  with  him  for  farm  work.  After  clearing  some  of  his  land  he  erected 
thereon  a cabin,  and  upon  rented  land  began  raising  potatoes  and  a little  corn. 
In  1844  he  married  and  brought  his  young  bride  to  his  cabin  home,  and  for 
some  time  their  meat  consisted  principally  of  the  wild  game  then  so  plenti- 
ful in  this  region.  Upon  his  place  he  has  often  killed  deer,  wolves,  wild 
turkeys,  etc.  After  residing  upon  his  first  purchase  sixteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  including  the  erection 
of  a good  frame  residence,  he  sold  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Madison  township,  forty  of  which  had  been  cleared  and  a shanty 
erected  thereon.  Upon  that  place  he  still  continues  to  reside,  has  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  a good  orchard,  a 
commodious  two-story  frame  residence,  and  good  and  substantial  outbuild- 
ings, all  of  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry.  The  place 
is  pleasantly  located  nine  miles  northeast  of  Montpelier. 

On  April  13,  1844,  Mr.  Cummins  married  Miss  Phebe  Kirk,  of  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Timothy  Kirk,  who  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  in  Pennsylvania  married  Miss  Polly  Hoops.  From  the  Keystone  State 
they  removed  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1842  came  to  Williams 
county,  where  Mr.  Kirk  improved  a farm.  He  died  in  Bridgewater  township, 
a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  His  children  were  as  follows : 
Mrs.  Mary  Lambright,  Phebe,  Nathan,  Mrs.  Catherine  Durbin  and  William. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummins  were  born  seven  children  : John,  who  died  from 
an  attack  of  measles  while  serving  in  the  Union  army,  but  was  brought  home 
by  his  father  before  his  death ; William,  a farmer  of  Madison  township,  Wil- 
liams county;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  W.  Rising;  George,  a carpenter  at  Pioneer; 
Caroline,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  James  M.,  a resident  of 
Michigan ; and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children,  a 
consistent  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  died  in  1863. 
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Mr.  Cummins  was  married,  April  12,  1864,  to  Miss  Jane  Evans,  who 
was  born  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  December  23,  1839,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (James)  Evans,  both  natives  of  Wales,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried, emigrating  to  America  soon  afterward  (in  1835)  and  locating  in  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  where,  in  connection  with  his  father,  Mr.  Evans  opened  up 
a farm  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  Later  he  removed  to  a home  of  his  own 
in  the  same  county,  and  upon  that  farm  spent  his  remaining  days.  In  early 
life  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work,  but  later  gave  his  attention  wholly  to  farm- 
ing. In  religious  belief,  both  he  and  his  wife  were  Methodists.  Their  chil- 
dren were  John,  who  died  in  a hospital  while  in  the  Union  service;  Margaret, 
who  first  married  a Mr.  Reese,  and  after  his  death  wedded  William  Jenkins; 
Jane,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  David  and  James,  who  are  single,  and  still 
reside  on  the  old  homestead,  where  they  are  engaged  in  farming,  stock  dealing 
and  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  Ten  children  blessed  our  subject’s  second  mar- 
riage, namely  : Marion,  Fidelia  and  Henry,  who  all  died  when  young ; Charles, 
who  conducts  a meat  market  in  Pioneer,  Williams  county;  Delbert  C.,  a resi- 
dent of  the  same  place;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Vanortrick;  Mrs.  Susie  Martin; 
Zilpha  and  Orpha,  at  home ; and  Alva,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and 
one-half  years. 

Mrs.  Cummins  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  still  holds  to 
that  faith,  while  our  subject  has  been  for  many  years  a leading  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  has 
served  as  clerk  of  the  election  board,  school  director,  supervisor,  and  in  all 
the  local  offices.  He  is  one  of  four  now  living  who  aided  in  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  in  Williams  county,  the  others  being  Mr.  Hoy,  of 
Northwest  township,  and  Mr.  Koonsman  and  Mr.  Waterstone,  of  Mont- 
pelier. Believing  that  a nation  could  not  exist  which  was  half  slave  and  half 
free,  he  takes  just  pride  in  the  course  he  pursued  at  that  time,  and  every 
day  becomes  a stronger  ally  of  his  party.  On  locating  in  Williams  county, 
Defiance  was  still  the  county  seat,  and  the  towns  of  Bryan  and  Montpelier  had 
not  yet  sprung  into  existence.  He  has  therefore  witnessed  almost  the  entire 
development  of  the  county,  has  borne  an  important  part  in  its  advancement,  and 
aided  in  organizing  its  Sabbath-schools  and  Churches.  He  voted  at  the 
first  election  held  in  Madison  township,  there  being  only  about  six  voters 
at  that  time,  and  the  ballots  were  deposited  in  an  old  teapot.  This  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  starting  a school,  there  being  at  that  time  eight  or  nine 
children  of  school  age  in  the  community. 

Nature  has  dealt  kindly  with  Mr.  Cummins,  and,  although  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  able  to  superintend  the  manage- 
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ment  of  his  fine  farm,  and  he  still  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this  section  of 
the  State,  and  has  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  conies  in  contact. 


GEORGE  W.  and  PETER  O.  STIVING. 

These  well-known  farmers  of  Madison  township  belong  to  one  of  the 
prominent  and  highly-respected  families  of  Williams  county,  their  parents 
being  Philip  and  Leah  (Dohm)  Stiving. 

The  father  was  born  May  9,  1821,  in  Baden,  Germany  (where  the  name 
was  formerly  spelled  Stibing),  and  in  1834  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
Jacob  and  Savilla  (Weidner)  Stiving,  also  natives  of  Germany,  who  landed 
in  the  United  States  in  September  of  that  year,  and  located  near  Shelby  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio.  In  his  native  land  Jacob  Stiving  had  engaged  in 
milling,  but  here  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  and  developed  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  Richland  county,  making  it  his  home  until  called  to  his 
final  rest.  He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  In  his  family  were 
five  children : Philip ; Mrs.  Catherine  Phingsday ; Charlotte,  who  died  at 

the  age  of  fourteen  years ; George,  who  died  in  Madison  township,  Williams 
county;  and  Peter,  who  died  in  Richland  county.  Their  mother  died  at  the 
home  of  her  children  in  Williams  county,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

Philip  Stiving  (father  of  our  subjects)  remained  with  his  parents  until 
1845,  when  he  married  Miss  Leah  Dohm,  who  was  born  in  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1823.  Her  father,  Christian  Dohm,  a native  of  Germany, 
came  to  this  country  during  the  Colonial  period,  and  aided  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. Some  of  his  brothers  located  in  Virginia,  becoming  prominent  residents 
of  that  State,  but  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he  developed  a farm.  His  last  days,  however, 
were  spent  at  the  home  of  his  son  Jacob  in  Williams  county.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  at  a ripe  old  age.  The  children  born  to  Philip  and  Leah  (Dohm) 
Stiving  are  : Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  P.  Widener  ; Jacob  W.,  a prominent 

farmer  of  Madison  township,  Williams  county;  Mrs.  Mary  Traxler;  George 
W. ; Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Greek,  whose  husband  is  a noted  teacher  now  living  in 
Alabama;  Peter  O. ; Mrs.  Emma  J.  Keller;  and  Mrs.  Savilla  L.  Kunkle. 

Philip  Stiving  had  labored  hard  to  make  a home  for  his  parents,  and  on 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  was  without  capital,  but,  with  the  aid  of  a 
devoted  and  faithful  companion,  he  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings,  and 
at  his  death  left  a large  and  valuable  estate  to  his  children.  In  1856  he 
moved  to  Williams  county,  locating  on  the  farm  where  his  sons  are  now 
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living.  Five  years  previous  he  had  made  a trip  on  horseback  to  this  county, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land.  Soon  afterward  he 
contracted  to  have  forty  acres  of  timber  slashed  and  deadened,  but  on  lo- 
cating here  he  had  to  cut  a road  a mile  in  length  in  order  to  move  his  house- 
hold effects  by  wagon  to  his  new  home.  Finding  an  old  log  shanty  near  his 
land,  he  fixed  it  up  and  lived  there  until  the  following  season,  when  he  built 
a hewed-log  house  upon  the  place.  Fie  also  began  to  clear  and  cultivate  his 
land,  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased  he  added  to  his  possessions  until  he 
owned  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  valuable  land.  Upon  the  old  home- 
stead, comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  he  erected  a commodious 
two-story  brick  residence,  a large  barn  and  substantial  outbuildings,  making 
it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  locality.  He  was  a popular  man, 
widely  and  favorably  known,  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  for  a number  of 
years  served  as  township  trustee,  and  also  filled  many  minor  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  Religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
with  which  he  became  connected  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Deer  and  other 
wild  animals  were  abundant  when  he  first  came  to  Williams  county,  and  one 
day  while  on  his  way  to  a sale  in  company  with  others,  during  his  first  year 
in  Madison  township,  he  discovered  a deer  caught  in  the  snow,  it  having 
broken  through  the  crust  and  so  disabled  from  proceeding  faster.  Their  dog 
caught  the  deer,  and  the  men  placed  it  in  an  adjacent  corn-crib,  then  on  their 
return  from  the  sale  they  dressed  it  and  took  it  home  with  them. 

George  W.  Stiving,  one  of  our  subjects,  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  January  15,  1851,  and  Peter  O.  was  born  there  August  19, 
1854.  Both  were  educated  in  School  District  No.  5,  Madison  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  and  early  became  familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  At  one  time  they  gave  considerable  attention  to  the 
buying  and  shipping  of  stock,  but  at  present  devote  their  entire  energies  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  old  homestead,  which  they  now  own. 
Here  they  have  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  also  own  another  well- 
improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  one-half  mile  distant,  and  sixty  acres  south 
of  the  homestead.  Their  elegant  residence  commands  a fine  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  the  farm  is  supplied  with  all  modern  improvements,  in- 
cluding a good  windmill,  through  which  water  is  supplied  to  the  different  lots 
which  contain  their  stock. 

George  W.  Stiving  married  Miss  Anna  Kiser,  a native  of  Fulton  county, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  John  Kiser,  now  a farmer  of  that  county,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  served  as  drummer  in  the  German  army  under  General 
Siegel.  The  only  child  born  of  this  union  died  in  infancy,  and  the  mother 
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died  three  years  later,  on  January  4,  1893,  since  which  time  George  W.  has 
made  his  home  with  his  brother. 

Peter  O.  Stiving  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Kunkle, 
who  was  born  in  Williams  county,  a daughter  of  H.  S.  Kunkle,  and  died  in 
1881.  In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Stiving  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Mary  E.  Wallace,  who  was  born  in  Mill  Creek  township,  Wil- 
liams county,  January  22,  1868.  Her  parents,  Lockwood  M.  and  Emily 
(Stants)  Wallace,  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  respectively,  but  were  married  in  Williams  county.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Wallace,  came  to  Williams  county  at  a very  early  day, 
but,  as  the  country  was  new  and  seemed  very  unhealthy  at  that  time,  he 
returned  to  New  York  State  after  about  two  years.  In  1847,  however,  he 
again  came  to  this  region,  and  here  improved  a farm.  Game  of  all  kinds  was 
then  quite  plentiful,  and  during  the  first  winter  spent  here  he  was  enabled  to 
kill  many  deer  with  a club,  as  they  would  break  through  the  crust  on  the  snow 
and  be  unable  to  extricate  themselves.  Lockwood  Wallace  grew  to  manhood 
amid  these  primitive  scenes,  and  for  many  years  successfully  followed  farm- 
ing, but  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Kunkle, 
Williams  county.  They  are  earnest  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  he  was  formerly  a Republican  in  politics,  but  is  now  a free-silver  Dem- 
ocrat. During  the  Civil  war  he  served  for  a year  and  a half  as  a Union  sol- 
dier. His  children  are  Mary  E. ; Mrs.  Licldia  M.  Erick;  and  Rosa  E.  To 
Peter  O.  Stiving  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Martha  B.,  January  2,  1888;  Grover  C., 

July  31,  1891;  and  Bessie  R.,  April  17,  1894. 

Politically  the  Stiving  brothers  are  both  stalwart  supporters  of  the  De- 
mocracy, and  advocate  the  free  coinage  of  silver.  Although  they  have  never 
cared  for  official  honors,  they  have  creditably  served  in  several  township  offices, 
including  those  of  supervisor  and  school  director.  For  over  a year  and  a 
half  Peter  O.  also  carried  the  mail  on  horseback  from  Deer  Lick  to  Kunkle. 
Wherever  known  they  are  held  in  high  esteem,  and  have  a host  of  warm 
friends  throughout  the  county. 


DAVID  RIDENOUR. 

There  is  no  class  of  biographies  which  is  more  interesting  to  read  than 
that  of  the  industrious  and  enterprising  farmer  boy  who  has  risen  unaided  to 
a position  of  affluence  and  comfort.  Prominent  among  the  men  of  Defiance 
county  who  have  thus  laboriously  toiled  onward  and  upward  is  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  a well-to-do  agriculturist  residing  in  Section  24, 
Milford  township. 

Mr.  Ridenour  is  a native  of  the  county  where  he  still  makes  his  home, 
born  in  Farmer  township,  January  17,  1848,  a son  of  John  and  Susanna 
Ridenour.  In  their  family  were  seven  children  who  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity, and  our  subject  is  sixth  in  the  order  of  birth.  Fie  was  reared  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Section  18,  Farmer  township,  and  continued  to  reside  there- 
on for  two  or  three  years  after  his  marriage.  He  then  located  on  what  was 
known  as  the  William  Cheyney  farm  in  the  same  township,  and  eight  years 
later  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Section  24,  Milford  township.  It  com- 
prises one  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a com- 
fortable residence,  and  made  many  other  excellent  improvements,  which-  add 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance. 

In  Farmer  township,  January  26,  1871,  Mr.  Ridenour  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lavina  Blosser,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
May  29,  1850,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  Blosser.  The  father  died  in 
that  county,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  Farmer  township,  Defiance 
county,  where  her  death  occurred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridenour  have  three  chil- 
dren: Iona  D.  (now  the  wife  of  James  Husted)  ; Homer  A. ; and  Dora  May. 

The  parents  both  hold  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  while 
politically  Mr.  Ridenour  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  Enjoying  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  whole  community  they  may  well  be  classed  among 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Milford  township. 


HENRY  SCHOONOVER. 

This  well-known  farmer  of  Defiance  county,  residing  in  Section  10,  De- 
fiance township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  May  17,  1848,  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  State. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Schoonover,  was  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  from  that  State  removed  with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in 
Washington  county,  whence  he  subsequently  came  to  Ohio.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Tuscarawas  county  in  1845. 

Nicholas  Schoonover,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  May  29,  1817,  but  was  reared  in  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  1851,  whence  he  removed  to  Defiance 
county,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Section  10,  Defiance  township,  which  is  still 
his  home.  In  Tuscarawas  county  he  was  married,  April  6,  1843,  t°  Miss 
Mary  Van  Vlerah,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  November  26,  1822,  and  is 
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also  still  living.  The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  are  as  follows : 
Martin,  who  died  in  Tuscarawas  county  when  about  three  years  old;  Isabel, 
now  the  wife  of  Lewis  Sitterly,  of  Defiance  county;  Henry,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ; Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Sloppy,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio ; 
and  Elizabeth  D.,  wife  of  Englebert  Link,  also  of  Paulding  county 

From  the  age  of  three  years  Henry  Schoonover  has  made  his  home  in 
Defiance  county,  spending  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
Defiance  township,  and  obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality.  Later  he  attended  Oberlin  College  for  four  terms,  but  not 
continuously,  as  in  the  meantime  he  taught  several  terms  of  school.  After 
leaving  college  he  continued  to  follow  that  profession  in  both  Defiance  and 
Paulding  counties  for  a time,  but  aside  from  that  farming  has  been  his. 
chief  occupation.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
educational  affairs,  for  three  years  served  as  school  director  in  his  district, 
and  for  the  period  of  thirteen  years  held  the  office  of  county  school  examiner. 


JOHN  J.  MILLER. 

Prominent  among  the  progressive  and  influential  agriculturists  of  Dela- 
ware township,  Defiance  county,  is  found  John  J.  Miller,  who  is  of  Swiss 
descent. 

Jacob  and  Fanny  (Walter)  Miller  were  born  and  reared  in  Switzerland. 
There,  too,  they  married  and  passed  a brief  period  of  their  wedded  life.  But 
Mr.  Miller’s  aspirations  reaching  far  beyond  their  little  mountain  republic, 
he,  in  1854,  with  his  family,  joined  the  tide  of  emigration  westward  to  Amer- 
ica. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were  then  about  twenty-nine  and  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  respectively.  On  their  arrival  in  the  New  World,  they  located  in 
Defiance  county,  Ohio,  where  they  have  resided  continuously  since  that  time; 
were  in  the  city  of  Defiance  a number  of  years  and  are  now  living  in  Delaware 
township.  They  have  had  six  children,  as  follows : Anna,  wife  of  Daniel 

Sprow;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William  F.  Derge;  John  J. ; Jacob  C. ; 
Louisa,  wife  of  James  Bloom;  and  Charles  F. 

John  J.  Miller  is  the  first  of  the  family  of  American  birth.  His  native 
place  is  the  city  of  Defiance,  having  been  born  there  September  23,  1854. 
Here  his  home  was  with  his  parents  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  with  them  he  removed  to  Delaware  township.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
the  State  of  Washington  and  British  Columbia,  he  was  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Delaware  township,  August  17,  1877.  His 
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wife,  formerly  Miss  Rebecca  Miller,  a daughter  of  David  and  Rucy  (Core) 
Miller,  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  this  State,  March  n,  1854. 

About  one  year  after  his  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  wife  moved  to 
the  State  of  Washington,  where  Mr.  Miller  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  five  years.  Returning  then  to  their  native  State,  they  have  since  made 
Defiance  county  their  home,  residing  most  of  the  time  in  Delaware  township. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  named,  respectively:  Curtis  W., 

Elmer  A.,  Melbourn  A.,  Ada  L.,  Etta  F.,  Walter  Wayne,  and  Mabel  Beatrice. 

Mr.  Miller  has  made  farming  his  life  occupation.  In  politics  he  acts 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  a lively  interest  in  public  affairs.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  being  in  sympathy  with  educational 
interests,  he  has  been  chosen  a member  of  the  school  board,  in  which  office 
he  is  serving  at  present.  In  religious  matters,  also,  he  takes  a prominent  part, 
being  an  active  and  interested  worker  in  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he 
and  his  wife  are  members.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


JOHN  OREWILER. 

This  leading  citizen  of  Pioneer,  Williams  county,  and  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  January  9,  1827,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  obtained  a good  common-school  education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for 
life’s  responsible  duties.  His  father,  Adam  Orewiler,  was  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1820  became  a resident  of 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Walkup,  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  when  a child  came  to  America  with  her  widowed  mother  and 
two  sisters,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania  and  later  in  Richland  county,  Ohio. 
The  Orewilers  were  of  German  descent.  Politically  Adam  Orewiler  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  by  occupation  was  an  agriculturist, 
improving  two  good  farms  in  Richland  county,  where  he  died  in  January, 
1873.  John  is  the  oldest  of  his  twelve  children,  the  others  being  as  follows: 
Ellen,  wife  of  A.  Alleman;  David,  a farmer  by  occupation;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Cline;  Eli,  who  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in 
1873;  Sarah,  wife  of  J.  Kohler;  Henry,  a farmer;  Mary,  wife  of  W.  J. 
Boggs ; Hiram,  who  was  also  a Union  soldier,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  and  Nancy,  Samuel  and  Margaret,  who  all  died  when  young.  The 
mother  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  died  in  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  in  April,  1872. 

Upon  the  home  farm,  John  Orewiler  early  became  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  his  marriage  in  1848,  - 
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Miss  Mary  Keiser  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  horn  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
December  n,  1826,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Keiser,  of  Pennsylvania-German 
stock,  who  on  coming  to  Ohio  first  located  in  Wayne  county,  later  removed 
to  Richland  county,  where  he  spent  many  years,  and  in  old  age  came  to 
Williams  county,  dying  here  in  1881.  He  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  his  wife,  who  died  at  Prattville,  Michigan,  in  1883,  was  a 
German  Baptist  in  religious  belief.  Their  children  were  Sally,  Nancy,  Mary, 
John,  Henry,  Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Elias  A.,  Samuel,  Lucinda  and 
George  W.  Of  these,  Elias  is  a physician,  and  Samuel  a dentist  of  Bryan, 
Williams  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orewiler  were  horn  the  following  children:  Elizabeth, 
who  died  when  young;  Nancy,  now  Mrs.  Weaver;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Wil- 
liams county;  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Belcher;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Umbenhaur ; Adam, 
a resident  of  Pioneer ; Warren  M.,  a farmer ; Luella,  at  home ; and  Cimmiott- 
tee,  wife  of  Mr.  Bigbee,  who  conducts  a meat  market  in  Pioneer.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  January  3,  1891. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Orewiler  worked  by  the  month  as 
a farm  hand,  and  then  operated  rented  land  in  his  native  county  until  1853, 
when  he  removed  to  Williams  county  and  purchased  a tract  of  land  which 
was  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  having  to  clear  a road  to  his  place.  After 
building  a cabin  he  began  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  land,  his 
whole  time  being  devoted  to  this  arduous  task,  when  not  ill  with  fever  and 
ague,  which  was  prevalent  among  the  early  settlers.  On  selling  that  place 
in  i860,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Madison  township,  upon 
which  he  now  lives.  A few  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  a small  frame  house 
erected  thereon,  but  to-day  eighty  acres  are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  the  improvements  include  a commodious  residence,  one-half  mile  east  of 
Pioneer,  two  good  barns  and  substantial  outbuildings. 

In  May,  1864,  Mr.  Orewiler  placed  his  farm  in  charge  of  his  son,  and 
entered  the  Union  army,  becoming  a member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  was  elected  first  sergeant  of  his  company,  faithfully  served 
for  one  hundred  days,  and  when  his  term  had  expired  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  a member  of  the  National 
Guard  both  before  and  after  his  service.  On  his  return  home  he  resumed 
farming,  but  his  place  has  been  operated  by  his  sons  since  1875.  Since  1864 
he  has  continuously  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years ; was  town  clerk  eight  years ; notary  public  a number  of  years ; and  has 


24 


464 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


also  served  as  school  director — filling  all  of  these  positions  in  a prompt  and 
capable  manner.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  a true  and  loyal  citizen,  and  in 
many  respects  his  life  is  well  worthy  of  emulation.  In  April,  1898,  Mr.  Ore- 
wiler  broke  up  housekeeping,  and  is  now  living  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Bigbee. 

GEORGE  CLIFFTON. 

Among  the  leading  farmers  and  representative  citizens  of  Brady  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  stands  George  Cliffton.  He  was  born  November  30, 
1855,  011  the  old  home  farm  adjoining  the  one  he  now  lives  on,  a son  of  John 
R.  and  Sarah  E.  (Borton)  Cliffton,  natives  of  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey. 
The  mother  was  born  October  26,  1812,  and  on  June  8,  1839,  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Mr.  Cliffton. 

In  the  following  October  they  started  in  a one-horse  wagon  for  Ohio,  with 
all  their  earthly  possessions  thereon,  Mr.  Cliffton  walking  across  the  moun- 
tains, and  carrying  a small  rifle  with  which  he  killed  small  game  for  them  to 
live  on  while  on  their  way.  They  arrived  in  Fulton  county,  this  State,  after 
a journey  of  three  weeks’  duration.  They  lived  in  a small  cabin  owned  by 
John  and  Job  Borton  until  the  following  spring,  when  Mr.  Cliffton  built  one 
of  his  own,  his  only  tools  being  an  axe,  with  which  he  made  the  lumber,  for 
both  floor  and  roof,  from  the  trees  growing  in  the  forest.  There  he  made 
his  home  until  the  fall  of  1843,  when  he  came  to  Brady  township,  Williams 
county,  spending  his  remaining  days  upon  the  old  home  farm.  On  his  ar- 
rival in  the  State  he  had  but  twenty-five  cents,  his  horse  and  little  wagon; 
but  with  a will  he  set  to  work  to  secure  a home  and  competence,  at  first 
working  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  Subsequently  his  wife  inherited  a 
small  amount  of  money,  which  they  invested  in  forty  acres  of  heavily-timbered 
land,  and  upon  the  place  he  made  some  improvements ; but  sold  it  on  com- 
ing to  Williams  county.  Here  he  bought  eighty  acres,  and  later  on  pur- 
chased an  adjoining  eighty,  which  he  transformed  into  a fine  farm,  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  peppermint 
stills  in  the  county,  which  he  operated  for  a number  of  years,  finding  a ready 
sale  for  his  product  in  the  Eastern  markets.  Subsequently  he  put  in  the 
first  cider-mill  in  the  county,  which  he  successfully  operated  until  1875, 
when  he  sold  the  business  to  his  sons,  George  and  Samuel,  and  they  operated 
it  with  good  success  until  1888,  at  which  time  our  subject  sold  his  interest  in 
the  mill  and  old  homestead  to  his  brother  Samuel,  and  invested  his  money  in 
real  estate  adjoining  what  he  already  owned. 

Politically  the  father  was  independent,  voting  for  the  man  whom  he 
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considered  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  He 
died  on  the  old  homestead,  October  22,  1887,  aged  sixty-eight  years  and 
four  months,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  who 
was  reared  in  the  Friends  Church,  and  always  adhered  to  its  doctrines,  passed 
away  October  25,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years,  leaving  seven  chil- 
dren, twenty-three  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren. 

To  John  R.  and  Sarah  E.  Cliffton  were  born  nine  children,  namely  : Rachel 
A.,  who  first  married  M.  Mills,  and  after  his  death  wedded  J.  Metcalf; 
Esther  P.,  wife  of  G.  Sparks;  Sarah  B.,  wife  of  J.  Hutchison;  Mary,  wife  of 
D.  Crumrine;  Charles  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  John  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Brady  township,  Williams  county;  Samuel,  a prominent  farmer 
and  well-known  business  man  of  Williams  county,  who  died  June  21,  1896; 
Abigail,  wife  of  S.  Crumrine;  and  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  George  Cliffton  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  after  his  school  days  were  over 
he  and  his  brother  Samuel  carried  on  the  farm  and  operated  the  cider-mill. 
Our  subject  now  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  supplied 
with  flowing  water,  and  improved  with  good  buildings.  He  has  always 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  he  still  gives  his  at- 
tention in  connection  with  operating  the  mill  for  his  brother’s  estate.  Po- 
litically he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  advocating  the  free  coinage  of  silver.  Our 
subject  was  a candidate  for  county  commissioner  in  1898,  but  was  defeated 
in  the  convention  through  the  treachery,  he  maintains,  of  his  party  leaders  in 
the  county. 

In  1889  Mr.  Cliffton  married  Miss  Alice  M.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Sarah  E.  ( Vanarsdalen)  Hibbard.  Her  father,  a son  of  John  Hibbard,  is  an 
early  settler  of  Gorham  township,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  improved  a 
farm,  and  he  and  his  wife  still  live  on  the  old  homestead,  the  former  now 
(1898)  aged  sixty-five  years,  the  latter  being  fifty-eight.  They  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  During  his  younger  years 
Mr.  Hibbard  followed  carpentering  for  some  time,  but  later  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming.  In  his  family  are  the  following  children : Carrie,  wife 

of  A.  Hamlin;  Irene,  wife  of  G.  Fidler;  Alida;  Albert;  Elmer;  Alice,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  M.  Smith;  and  Cora.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cliffton  have  one  child,  Nellie  H.,  born  September  1,  1897. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  written  to  our  subject’s  father 
by  his  grandfather  in  an  early  day,  before  postage  stamps  and  envelopes  were 
in  general  use,  the  postage  on  same  being  twenty-five  cents,  and  bearing  the 
postmark,  “Woodbury,  N.  J.,  August  10,  1840:” 
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Dear  Children : I take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  we  are  all 

well,  and  hope  these  lines  will  find  you  the  same.  I am  sorry  to  hear  you 
don’t  like  the  country  very  well,  but  I hope  you  won’t  come  back  again,  as 
the  times  are  not  as  good  here  now  as  they  were  when  you  went  away,  and 
are  not  likely  to  be  any  better.  The  season  here  was  cold  till  harvest,  and 
since  then  the  weather  has  been  warm.  The  corn  crop  looks  well,  and  so  do 
vegetables  generally.  The  rye  crop  in  this  neighborhood  failed.  Wheat- 
flour  sells  for  three  dollars  a hundred ; rye  flour  two  dollars  a hundred ; corn 
56  cents  a bushel ; oats  26  cents  a bushel ; potatoes  45  cents  a bushel ; salt  pork 
from  8 to  10  cents  a pound.  We  don’t  expect  to  stay  where  we  are  longer 
than  spring.  I have  handed  my  account  for  work  to  Cooper,  which  did  not 
please  him,  and  we  have  not  yet  settled  it.  My  account  for  work  for  the  last 
year  and  this  amounted  to  $37  and  87J  cents.  I should  be  glad  to  be  out  there 
to  take  a squirrel  hunt  with  you.  I will  get  you  a bullet  mould  and  send  it 
out  with  Bortons.  Please  write  as  soon  as  possible.  Give  my  respects  to 
all  inquiring  friends.  Your  affectionate  parent, 

Samuel  Cliffton. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  written  four  years  later,  is  with- 
out stamp  or  envelope,  and  cost  ten  cents  postage,  which  shows  that  postage 
as  well  as  produce  had  fallen  in  price : 

Lumberton,  N.  J.,  January  23,  1844. 

I got  your  letter  last  fall.  Markets  are  better  this  winter  than  last; 
wheat  70  cents;  corn  25  cents  per  bu. ; oats  15  cents;  potatoes  25  cents;  pork 
$2.50  per  hundred. 

Josiah  Borton  to  Aaron  Borton. 

Aaron  Borton  was  an  uncle  to  our  subject,  and  resided  in  Ohio  at  that 
time.  This  letter  was  mailed  on  the  24th  of  January,  1844,  and  received  on 
the  nth  of  February,  1844,  being  on  the  way  seventeen  days,  which  shows 
quite  a contrast  to  our  flying  mail  trains  of  the  present  day. 


JOHN  A.  STOUGH. 

This  ^prominent  farmer,  who  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  Springfield  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  November  17,  1848,  in  Wayne 
county,  whence  his  parents  removed  to  Fulton  county,  same  State,  when  he 
was  five  years  old.  There  he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  of  his  day,  and  he  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  that  county  until  coming  to  Williams  county  in  1880.  In  Spring- 
field  township  he  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  has 
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placed  under  excellent  cultivation,  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  places 
in  the  locality.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agriculturist,  and  has  met 
with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  life  work. 

While  still  a resident  of  Fulton  county,  Mr.  Stough  was  married,  Oc- 
tober 22,  1871,  to  Miss  Laura  Cunningham,  a native  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  two  children  : Mary  (now  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Himes), 

and  David  B. 

Politically,  Mr.  Stough  is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  members  of  the  party  in  his  community,  taking 
an  active  part  in  its  work,  and  serving  on  the  Republican  committee  in  Spring- 
field  township  for  several  years.  He  has  also  been  called  to  public  office,  and 
efficiently  served  as  supervisor  two  terms;  as  school  director  two  terms;  as 
clerk  of  District  No.  4 and  trustee  of  his  township  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  holds  membership,  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  Church  work,  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  steward.  Those  who 
know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen  in 
Springfield  township  is  more  honored  or  more  highly  respected. 


JACOB  P.  HOFMEISTER. 

Mr.  Hofmeister,  who  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Section  7,  Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county,  was  born 
September  13,  1849,  in  Germany,  and  was  about  three  years  old  when,  with 
his  parents,  Jacob  and  Fredricka  Hofmeister,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
and  became  a resident  of  the  New  World.  The  family  made  their  home  in 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  until  1861,  when  they  removed  to  Hicksville  township,  De- 
fiance county,  where  the  mother  died  in  1886.  The  father  is  still  living,  and 
is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  after  his 
marriage  he  continued  to  engage  in  its  operation  for  eight  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  removed  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  where  he  lived  for  two 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Defiance  county.  For  nine  years  he  engaged  in 
farming  with  J.  M.  Ainsworth,  and  in  August,  1893,  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  is  now  living,  locating  thereon  a year  later.  To  its  cultivation  and 
further  improvement  he  has  since  given  his  time  and  attention  with  most 
gratifying  results. 

In  Hicksville  township,  Mr.  Hofmeister  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Moore,  on  December  24,  1873.  She  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1849,  a daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Moore,  who  came  to  De- 
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fiance  county  in  1854  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Hicksville  township,  where 
both  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hofmeister  have  two  sons : Frank  J.  and  Harry  E. 

Parents  and  children  are  all  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  Of  a social, 
genial  disposition,  Mr.  Hofmeister  makes  many  friends  and  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  him.  For  two  years  he  most  capably  served  as  trus- 
tee of  Hicksville  township. 


FRANK  MAXWELL. 

This  energetic  and  progressive  agriculturist,  residing  in  Section  10,  Hicks- 
ville township,  Defiance  county,  was  born  September  25,  1855,  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  continues  to  reside,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  highly 
respected  pioneer  families,  whose  identification  with  the  history  of  the  county 
dates  from  an  early  period  in  its  development. 

William  R.  Maxwell,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Adams  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  12,  1822,  and  in  that  State  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  was  married  October  27,  1842,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ames,  also  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  October  28,  1822.  In  1845  they  migrated  to  Defi- 
ance county,  Ohio,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Section  10,  Hicksville 
township,  where  the  father  still  continues  to  reside.  He  has  transformed 
the  wild  land  into  highly-cultivated  fields,  and  has  made  many  useful  and 
valuable  improvements  upon  his  place,  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift  and  industry.  He  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative 
pioneers  and  honored  citizens  of  his  community.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  October  13,  1864. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  eight  children,  as  follows : 
Mary  Ann,  who  died  when  young;  Jane,  who  died  when  about  twenty  years 
of  age;  Frances,  now  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Greer;  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years;  Isabella,  wife  of  Frank  Warner;  Frank,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  James  H. ; and  Eliza,  wife  of  William  Elliott. 

On  the  home  farm  Frank  Maxwell  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  he  acquired  a good,  practical 
education.  Early  in  life  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land,  and  he 
is  now  successfully  operating  the  same. 

On  March  11,  1879,  in  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Maxwell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Tracht,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  May  5,  1850,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  old  when  brought  by  her 
parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Tracht,  to  Defiance  county.  In  the  village 
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of  Hicksville  she  grew  to  womanhood.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  have  been 
born  four  children,  namely:  John  O.,  William  O.,  Loa  E.  and  Bertha  L. 

For  one  term  Mr.  Maxwell  served  as  assessor  of  Hicksville  township,  and 
as  a public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen  he  has  always  been  prominently 
identified  with  its  interest.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him  quite 
popular  in  both  business  and  social  circles. 


WILLIAM  H.  GET  ROST. 

One  of  the  most  reliable  and  energetic  farmers  of  Hicksville  township, 
Defiance  county,  is  W.  H.  Getrost.  He  was  born  there  May  5,  1856. 

George  W.  Getrost,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
born  in  1820,  and  after  coming  to  this  country  married  Miss  Lucy  Powell, 
, whose  birth  occurred  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1821.  At  an  early  day 
they  emigrated  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  took  up  their  residence  upon 
a farm  in  Section  4,  Hicksville  township,  where  they  spent  their  remaining 
years.  The  father  died  June  18,  1871,  his  death  resulting  from  an  accident 
caused  by  a runaway  team,  and  the  mother  passed  away  June  2,  1877,  dying 
of  apoplexy.  In  their  family  were  eight  children:  Catherine  M.,  now  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Kelsey;  Anna  E.,  wife  of  W.  F.  Lanson ; Lydia  J.,  who 
married  George  Frease,  and  died  in  Labette  county,  Kansas;  John  M. ; 
George  W. ; William  H. ; E.  M. ; and  Joseph,  who  died  in  Hicksville  town- 
ship. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  H.  Getrost  accpiired  a good 
common-school  education,  being  well  fitted  to  engage  in  teaching,  a profes- 
sion he  successfully  followed  for  three  years — from  the  age  of  eighteen  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  old  Getrost  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  which  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed,  and  in  its  operation  has  met  with  a well-merited  success, 
as  he  is  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests 
he  operates  two  steam  threshing  rigs,  and  a mill  for  the  manufacturing  of 
pickets  and  handle  squares.  He  also  engages  in  the  manufacture  of  hard 
and  soft  wood  lumber. 

On  December  14,  1882,  in  Hicksville  township,  Mr.  Getrost  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  E.  Forlow,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
November  18,  i860,  a daughter  of  Amos  Forlow,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where. One  child  graces  this  union  : Daisy  Belle,  born  July  30, . 1887.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Getrost  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  takes  quite 
an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  has  acceptably  served  as  trustee  of  his 
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township.  Since  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  has  been  a faithful  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  its  work,  being  the  present  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
class  leader  in  the  Church.  He  is  eminently  public-spirited  and  progressive, 
and  those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  a 
fact  which  indicates  an  honorable  and  upright  career. 


JOHN  SPANGLER. 

Prominent  among  the  successful  farmers  and  extensive  stock  raisers 
of  Defiance  county,  may  be  named  the  subject  of  this  historical  notice,  whose 
homestead  is  in  the  North  precinct,  Richland  township,  and  who,  by  his 
enterprise  and  energy  in  the  direction  of  his  chosen  industry,  has  given  to  his 
work  a significance  and  beauty  of  which  few  deemed  it  capable. 

Mr.  Spangler  comes  from  tbe  beautiful  land  of  the  Alps,  born  near 
the  River  Rhine,  in  Canton  Schaff hausen,  Switzerland,  May  4,  1836,  a son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Spangler,  also  natives  of  that  country,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  America  in  1845.  With  their  three  children — our  subject  and 
two  daughters — they  embarked  on  a sailing  vessel,  which  after  a long  and 
tedious  voyage  of  forty-two  days  landed  them  safely  at  New  York.  Coming 
direct  to  Ohio,  they  spent  nine  years  in  Franklin  township,  Fulton  county, 
and  then  removed  to  Defiance  county,  locating  north  of  the  city  of  Defiance, 
where  they  lived  for  several  years.  On  leaving  the  farm,  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  city,  where  both  died. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents  to  Defiance  county,  and 
made  his  home  with  them  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  although  he  spent 
a portion  of  that  time  in  the  West.  In  1864  he  took  a drove  of  horses  across 
the  Plains  to  California  by  way  of  Fort  Laramie  and  Salt  Lake  City,  and 
remained  on  the  Pacific  slope  for  two  years  engaged  in  teaming.  Returning 
to  Defiance  county  in  1866,  he  was  employed  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  for 
about  a year,  and  then  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business,  and  also  con- 
ducted a meat  market  in  Defiance,  in  company  with  John  Greenler  and  Alex- 
ander Swartz.  At  the  end  of  nine  months,  however,  he  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest in  the  business,  and  went  to  Florida,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a grist- 
mill, which  he  successfully  operated  for  nine  years.  Selling  out,  he  returned 
to  Defiance  county,  and  in  1877  bought  his  present  farm  in  North  Richland, 
on  which  he  has  since  lived,  devoting  his  energies  to  general  farming  and 
stock  dealing.  Prosperity  has  crowned  his  efforts,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected 
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an  elegant  residence,  built  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  made 
many  other  valuable  improvements,  so  that  it  is  now  classed  among  the  most 
desirable  farms  of  the  township. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1869,  in  Defiance,  Mr.  Spangler  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Isabella  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  that  city  December  11, 
1847,  and  011  the  farm  in  North  Richland  township,  October  6,  1888. 
Her  father  was  the  late  John  Tuttle,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Defiance 
county,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain  and  mercantile 
business.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spangler  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
John  D.,  Fred  W.,  Herman  A.,  Mary  (wife  of  Horace  Taylor),  Grace  E., 
Carrie  I.  and  Florence  M. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Spangler  has  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  done  all  within  his  power  for  its  success  in  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  He  has  ably  served  as  treasurer  and  trustee 
of  his  township,  and  filled  other  minor  offices.  He  was  also  elected  infirmary 
director,  but  resigned  that  position  at  the  end  of  a year.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  his  community,  and  wherever 
known  is  held  in  high  regard. 


CLARENCE  R.  BETTS. 

This  leading  and  representative  farmer  of  Williams  county,  residing  in 
Section  12,  Springfield  township,  belongs  to  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  the  county,  his  grandfather  being  John  L.  Betts,  who  located  here 
at  an  early  day,  and  died  in  April,  1898.  The  father,  Hiram  T.  Betts,  was 
born  May  12,  1833,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  ’40s  came  to  Williams 
county  with  his  parents.  In  Springfield  township  he  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Thurston  (nee  Appleman),  and  upon  a farm  in  Section  12,  that  town- 
ship, they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  the  fall  of  1891,  when  they 
removed  to  the  village  of  Stryker,  where  they  still  reside,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  them.  They  have  two  children:  Franklin  T.  and 
Clarence  R. 

On  the  old  home  farm  in  Springfield  township,  Clarence  R.  Betts  was  born 
June  1,  1858,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  acquiring  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  all  departments  of  farm  work.  After  attending  the  common  schools 
near  his  home,  he  became  a student  in  the  Valparaiso  (Indiana)  Normal 
School,  and  completed  his  education  at  the  Wesleyan  University  in  Delaware, 
Ohio.  He  has  always  made  his  home  in  Springfield  township,  Williams 
county,  and  throughout  his  business  career  has  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
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ing  and  agricultural  pursuits,  following  the  former  occupation  during  the 
winter  season  for  twenty-one  years.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  he 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising,  making  a specialty  of  Poland- 
China  hogs  and  Shropshire  sheep.  His  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  so  that  it  now  yields  abundant  harvests  in  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

Mr.  Betts  was  married  June  i,  1882,  to  Miss  Lillian,  daughter  of  Amos 
Snyder,  of  Evansport,  Ohio,  and  three  children  bless  their  union:  Mabel  S., 
Grace  L.  and  Florence  L.  Politically  Mr.  Betts  is  a Republican,  but  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Evansport  Lodge, 
F.  and  A.  M. ; Bryan  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Springfield  Grange.  Since  1887 
he  has  been  county  lecturer  for  the  Grange  in  Williams  county,  and,  being 
a fluent  and  able  speaker,  he  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  that 
society.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  Export  Judge  Association  on  blooded 
stock,  and  attends  many  of  the  different  fairs  in  both  State  and  county.  At 
the  early  age  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Betts  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  since  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  all  Church  work, 
serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  in  Springfield  township  for 
twelve  years.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  public 
welfare  of  his  township  and  county,  and  withholds  his  support  from  no  enter- 
prise calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 


LOUIS  H.  GACKEL. 

The  subject  of  this  review,  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  business  capacity,  is  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  contributing  largely  to  its  reputation 
by  building  up  one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  within  its  borders.  He 
is  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  admired  and  esteemed 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  enjoying,  as  he  deserves,  a generous  portion 
of  this  world’s  goods. 

Frederick  Gackel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Alsace,  Ger- 
many, and  in  early  life  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Deitsch,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Richland  township,  and  are  still  residents  of  Florida,  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  being  numbered  among  its  highly  Respected  citizens.  Their 
children  are:  Sarah,  Louis  H.,  Mary,  George  and  William. 
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Louis  H.  Gackel  was  born  November  5,  1859,  in  Richland  township, 
where  he  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  near  his  home.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 
in  Bryan,  Ohio,  December  25,  1890,  Miss  Annie  V.  Woods  of  Ney,  Defiance 
county,  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  that  county  April  5,  1869,  a 
daughter  of  G.  A.  Woods  of  Ney.  By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she 
has  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  Jessie  C.,  born  July  20,  1894. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gackel  located  upon  his  present  farm  of  sixty 
acres  in  North  precinct,  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  and  as  he  was 
well  fitted  for  his  chosen  calling  by  his  early  training  he  has  prospered.  The 
Democratic  party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter,  and  in  local 
politics  he  has  taken  an  active  interest.  In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  Richland  township,  and  has  since  accepted  that  position,  having 
been  re-elected  in  1896.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
of  Richland  township,  in  which  he  has  served  as  organist  for  many  years, 
and  he  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  religious  affairs.  Mrs.  Gackel 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Independence,  Defiance  county.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  she  was  a successful  teacher  of  music  in  Richland  township, 
and  for  some  four  years  has  been  organist  in  the  Union  Sunday-school  of  that 
township. 


ABRAM  COY. 

This  enterprising  and  successful  business  man  of  Evansport,  Defiance 
county,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed 
families  of  that  locality,  and  was  among  the  first  white  children  born  there. 

Jacob  Coy,  Esq.,  father  of  our  subject,  settled  in  the  fall  of  1831  upon 
a tract  of  government  land  at  the  present  site  of  Evansport,  and  built  the 
first  sawmill  and  gristmill  erected  there,  his  brother  and  brother-in-law  be- 
ing his  partners  in  the  enterprise.  He  also'  served  for  thirteen  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  that  township,  and  during  that  time  he  officiated 
at  many  marriages.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Ann 
Shank,  were  among  the  early  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  that  vicinity,  and  their  influence  was  a potent  factor  in  religious  pro- 
gress in  the  community.  Jacob  Coy  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
February  20,  1807,  and  about  three  years  after  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  same  county,  he  decided  to  seek  a home  in  this  section,  then 
newly  opened  for  settlement.  From  1831  to  1859  he  resided  in  Tiffin 
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township,  Defiance  county,  in  the  latter  year  removing  to  Springfield  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  where  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1 8 1 1 , 
died  in  March,  1887.  Our  subject  was  the  second  in  a family  of  thir- 
teen children — two  daughters  and  eleven  sons.  The  father  died  in  De- 
cember, 1897,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  seven  months. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  January  18,  1832,  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Evansport,  and  on  attaining  manhood  he  engaged  in  business  there 
as  a farmer  and  miller.  He  has  assisted  in  building  three  mills,  and  is 
one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Northwestern  Milling  Co.  at  Stryker,  Ohio. 
In  August,  1893,  he  met  with  a severe  loss,  his  flourmill  at  Evansport  be- 
ing destroyed  by  fire.  His  enterprises  have  been  uniformly  successful,  and 
he  is  the  owner  of  valuable  property,  including  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Williams  county.  While  he  takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  he  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to 
his  business.  He  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

On  February  14,  1857,  Mr.  Coy  was  married  in  Tiffin  township,  De- 
fiance county,  to  Miss  Margaret  Donaldson,  who  was  born  August  30, 
1830,  in  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents,  John  and  Mar- 
garet Donaldson,  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  in  1836,  and  their  re- 
maining years  were  spent  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county.  Mrs.  Coy 
died  at  Evansport  December  2,  1888,  leaving  no  children.  An  adopted 
daughter,  Ida  Coy,  died  in  September,  1864,  when  nearly  seven  years  old, 
and  an  adopted  son,  Jacob  E.  Mercer,  is  now  a resident  of  Defiance. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS. 

One  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  farmers  of  Tiffin  township,  Defi- 
ance county,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  county. 

Israel  Phillips,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Shenandoah  county, 
Virginia,  July  14,  1814,  and  in  1837  married  Miss  Nancy  A.  Vry,  a native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  November  8,  1817.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home  for  about  six  years, 
coming  to  Defiance  county  in  1843,  and  locating  upon  a farm  in  Washing- 
ton township.  Two  years  later  they  removed  to  Tiffin  township,  and  in  1852 
located  upon  the  farm  in  that  township,  where  the  father  died  November  11, 
1886.  From  the  wild  land  he  developed  a good  farm,  erected  substantial 
buildings  thereon,  and  made  many  excellent  improvements  which  added  to 
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its  valuable  and  attractive  appearance.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  of  highly-cultivated  land. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  six  children — 
four  sons  and  two  daughters — the  others  being  as  follows : Laura  A.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Alonzo  Ewers;  John  C.  died  in  Washington  township,  in  1872, 
at  which  time  he  was  serving  as  county  surveyor  of  Defiance  county ; George 
W.  is  now  a farmer  of  Montcalm  county,  Michigan ; Elbridge  G.  died  in 
Washington  township,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  James  M. 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  County  Infirmary  of  Defiance  county  for 
eight  years,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Williams  county,  Ohio ; and  Ida  is 
the  wife  of  David  Rasor. 

On  the  farm,  where  he  now  lives,  Charles  W.  Phillips  was  born  July  19, 
i860,  and  was  there  reared,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  he  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage.  On  February  2,  1882,  in  Defiance,  Ohio, 
he  wedded  Miss  Jennie  Koch,  who  was  horn  in  Noble  township,  Defiance 
county,  September  11,  1857,  a daughter  of  Tilman  and  Margaret  Koch.  Her 
mother  died  in  that  township,  hut  her  father  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  has  been  born  a son,  John  L. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  our  subject  was  assisting  his  brother  at 
the  Infirmary,  and  his  wife  served  as  matron  of  that  institution  for  over  three 
years.  During  the  following  six  years  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Tiffin  town- 
ship, and  then,  being  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Defiance  County  Infirm- 
ary, he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position,  which  he  most  effi- 
ciently and  satisfactorily  discharged  until  the  spring  of  1897,  serving  in  all 
six  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Tiffin  township,  which 
he  is  now  successfully  operating.  As  a Democrat  he  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  local  matters  of  a political  nature ; socially  he  affiliates  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 


JOHN  C.  KUNKLE. 

Mr.  Kunkle,  who  is  a farmer  of  Madison  township,  Williams  county, 
was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  that  township,  October  8,  i860,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  and  distinguished  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  the  county. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  New  World  were  Jacob  Kunkle 
(the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject)  and  his  two  brothers,  David  and  John, 
who  were  natives  of  Hesse,  Germany,  and  were  sold  in  that  country  to  Eng- 
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land,  being  brought  to  America  to  aid  the  English  troops  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Soon  after  their  arrival  it  became  known  that  they  were  to  fight 
against  many  of  their  own  countrymen,  and  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offered 
they  deserted  and  joined  the  American  forces,  valiantly  fighting  until  inde- 
pendence was  achieved.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they  first  located  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  later  removed  to  Mercer  county,  same  State,  and  be- 
came prominently  identified  with  the  development  of  their  adopted  country. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Mary  (Stone) 
Kunkle,  in  whose  family  were  seven  children,  namely : Jacob,  John,  Mary 
A.,  William,  Henry  H.  (our  subject’s  father),  George  and  Jeremiah.  By  a 
second  marriage  the  grandfather  had  four  children:  Benjamin,  Adam,  David 
and  Eliza  J.  The  three  sons  of  this  marriage  were  all  soldiers  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  Benjamin  was  killed  in  the  service.  In  1853 
the  grandfather  came  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  declining 
years,  dying  in  1871.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a Lutheran. 

Henry  S.  Kunkle  (father  of  our  subject)  was  born  December  23,  1823, 
in  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  only 
five  years  old,  and  he  was  then  bound  out,  his  education  was  sorely  neglected. 
In  1843,  on  foot  and  alone,  he  started  for  Ohio,  but  his  money  was  exhausted 
ere  he  reached  his  destination,  and  he  was  forced  to  sell  his  overcoat  to  pay 
for  a night’s  lodging.  Fortunately  the  next  day  he  arrived  at  the  place  where 
his  brother  was  then  located,  near  West  Unity,  Williams  county,  and  after  a 
short  visit  he  found  employment  at  chopping  wood  and  clearing  land,  at 
which  he  worked  by  the  month  for  some  time.  Saving  his  wages,  he  was  at 
length  able  to  buy  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  and 
of  this  tract  he  slashed  and  deadened  forty  acres  of  timber.  In  1850  he  made 
an  overland  trip  to  California,  being  six  months  en  route,  and  after  clerking 
in  a store  in  that  State  for  three  months,  he  secured  a mining  claim,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  operate.  During  the  two  years  and  a half  he  remained 
on  the  Pacific  slope  he  was  fairly  successful,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
returned  by  water  to  the  East.  For  four  months  he  engaged  in  chopping 
the  timber  and  working  upon  his  land,  but  in  1853  returned  to  California  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus,  and,  securing  another  claim,  he  engaged  in  mining  for 
seventeen  months,  with  excellent  success.  Selling  out  at  an  advantage,  he  re- 
turned by  way  of  the  Nicaragua  route,  landed  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  visited 
for  a time  at  his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  returned  to  his  farm  in 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  upon  which  he  then  made  many  substantial  improve- 
ments, including  the  erection  of  a house. 

Having  secured  a home,  Henry  S.  Kunkle  returned  to  Pennsylvania  to 
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claim  his  old  sweetheart,  and  there  in  February,  1856,  he  married  Miss 
Matilda  J.  Baltosser,  who  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  February 
4,  1834,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Long)  Baltosser,  both  of  Pennsyl- 
vania-German descent,  and  the  latter  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1867  her 
parents  came  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  her  mother  died  August  28, 
1890,  aged  eighty-one  years,  her  father  passing  away  November  28,  1890, 
aged  eighty-seven.  In  their  family  were  six  children:  George  (deceased); 
John  H.,  a farmer  of  Williams  county;  Matilda,  mother  of  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, a resident  of  Pennsylvania;  Samuel  (deceased)  ; and  William,  a farmer 
of  Williams  county.  To  Henry  S.  Kunkle  and  wife  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Mary  A.,  at  home;  Martha  J.,  who  married  Peter  Stiving,  a prom- 
inent farmer  of  Williams  county,  but  died  two  years  after  her  marriage; 
John  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Ira  H.,  who  died  leaving  one  son,  Orie, 
now  five  years  old. 

Henry  S.  Kunkle  brought  his  bride  to  his  humble  home  in  Williams 
county,  and  together  they  began  the  struggle  of  life.  She  has  proved  to  him 
a most  faithful  helpmeet ; in  the  early  days,  firing  log  heaps,  picking  brush, 
cradling  wheat  around  stumps,  gathering  sheaves  and  making  garden;  in 
fact,  helping  her  husband  in  every  possible  way.  Success  crowned  their 
efforts,  and  as  their  financial  resources  increased  they  added  to  their  landed 
possessions  from  time  to  time.  In  connection  with  farming,  Mr.  Kunkle 
has  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  stock  dealing,  and  in  1866  embarked 
in  merchandising  at  what  was  then  known  as  Barrett’s  Corners,  carrying 
on  a store  at  that  place  for  eight  years.  A post  office  had  been  established 
by  Mr.  Barrett,  but  after  Mr.  Kunkle  purchased  the  land  adjoining  and 
platted  a town,  which  took  the  name  of  Kunkle,  the  post  office  was  also 
named  in  his  honor.  The  place  is  now  a prosperous  little  village  of  five  hun- 
dred inhabitants,  and  when  the  Wabash  railroad  was  built  through  it,  in 
1881,  Mr.  Kunkle  gave  four  acres  for  the  depot  and  also  five  hundred  dol- 
lars in  money.  He  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive citizens  of  the  county,  and  as  he  is  a straightforward,  honorable  busi- 
ness man,  he  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
a number  of  local  offices,  including  that  of  township  trustee.  Both  himself 
and  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  they  con- 
tribute liberally,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work.  At  their  pleasant  home 
adjoining  the  village  of  Kunkle  they  are  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  former  toil,  and  in  their  declining  days  are  surrounded  by  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  fully  appreciate  their  sterling  worth. 
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John  C.  Kunkle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Madison  township,  and  still  resides  upon  his  father’s  first  purchase. 
Early  in  life  he  began  assisting  his  father,  and  now  manages  and  controls 
the  estate,  which  is  quite  large,  including  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of 
valuable  and  highly-cultivated  land.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  farm- 
ing, and  with  his  father  and  brother  bought  and  shipped  stock  for  some  time. 
He  is  a wide-awake,  energetic  business  man  of  known  reliability,  and  a thor- 
ough and  skillful  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Republican  party  in  Williams 
county,  attends  many  of  its  conventions,  and  is  at  present  acceptably  serving 
his  second  term  as  township  trustee. 

In  1882  John  C.  Kunkle  married  Miss  Civilla  L.  Stiving,  who  was 
born  in  Williams  county,  July  29,  1863,  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Leah 
(Dohm)  Stiving,  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  whose  family  are 
eight  children:  Kate,  Jacob,  Mary,  George  W.,  Sadie,  Peter  O.,  Emma 
and  Civilla  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kunkle  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Henry  P.,  Lauren  S.,  John  S.  and  Lefa  G.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  in  Section 
10,  Madison  township. 


ALFRED  RIDENOUR. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  to  be  found  in  this  section  is  that  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridenour,  of  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  a fine  artistic 
taste  having  combined  with  a generous  expenditure  to  produce  a pleasing 
result,  within  and  without.  The  estate,  which  comprises  about  a thousand 
acres  of  choice  land,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  and  it  is  operated  in 
a thoroughly  scientific  manner. 

The  Ridenour  family  is  well  known  in  that  locality,  the  late  John  Ride- 
nour, our  subject’s  father,  having  settled  there  in  September,  1845.  This 
worthy  pioneer  was  born  in  1807  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  was  married 
in  that  county  to  Miss  Susanna  Hilbert,  a native  of  Maryland,  born  in  1811. 
About  a year  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  remained  until  their  final  settlement  in  Section  18,  Farmer  township,  De- 
fiance county.  The  father  died  there  in  i860;  the  mother  died  March  3,  1898. 
Of  their  nine  children  two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  following  survive:  Alfred, 
our  subject;  Augustus  L.,  a resident  of  Farmer  township;  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Jacob  Lane,  of  Williams  Center,  Ohio;  Martha,  wife  of  A.  A.  Sellers,  of 
Farmer  township;  Loman,  of  Farmer  township;  David,  of  Milford  township; 
and  Daniel,  of  Farmer  township. 
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Mr.  Ridenour  was  born  January  29,  1840,  in  Jefferson  county,  but  his 
life  has  been  mainly  spent  in  Defiance  county.  From  boyhood  be  has  been 
familiar  with  the  details  of  agricultural  work,  and,  finding  it  congenial,  he 
has  always  pursued  that  occupation.  His  present  homestead  is  located  in 
Section  31,  Farmer  township,  near  Farmer  Center.  He  is  actively  interested 
in  all  progressive  movements  in  his  locality,  and  as  a citizen  is  held  in  high 
esteem.  On  February  17,  1866,  he  was  married  in  Hicksville  to  Miss  Emily 
M.  Arrowsmith,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  daughter,  Miss  Minnie  A.  Ridenour. 
The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr.  Ridenour  and  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter are  leading  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  to  the  work  of 
which  they  contribute  generously  both  of  time  and  means.  Minnie  A. 
Ridenour  is  a graduate  of  the  Hicksville  Public  School,  class  of  ’90,  after- 
ward attending  college  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  one  year,  and  the  Indiana  State 
University  two  years.  She  also  studied  music,  in  which  art  she  became  cpiite 
proficient. 

Mrs.  Ridenour  is  a native  of  Farmer  township,  born  January  31,  1840. 
Her  father,  the  late  Miller  Arrowsmith,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Defiance  county,  having  removed  from  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  to  that 
locality  in  1833,  making  his  home  in  Farmer  township,  where  his  death 
occurred  August  2,  1893.  He  was  an  influential  citizen,  holding  various  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  was  one  of  the  first  auditors  of  Defiance  county. 
His  wife,  Calinda  Caraway,  died  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  August  10,  1849.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  four  children : John  C.,  Caroline  and  Warren 
(deceased),  and  Emily  M.  (Mrs.  Ridenour). 


JOHN  DREXLER,  JR. 

This  well-known  and  energetic  farmer  of  Richland  township,  Defiance 
county,  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  here. 

His  father,  John  Drexler,  Sr.,  who  was  born  December  24,  1823,  in 
Naetlentan,  Germany,  when  a young  man  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  in  Niagara  county,  New  York,  March  13,  1861,  was  married  to  Barbara 
Hochperger,  also  a native  of  Germany,  born  October  27,  1825.  In  April, 
1864,  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  have  since  made  their  home  in 
Richland  township,  being  numbered  among  its  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens.  Their  family  consists  of  three  children,  namely:  John,  Mary  B. 
and  George. 

In  New  York,  John  Drexler,  Jr.,  was  born  December  27,  1861,  and 
was,  therefore,  cpiite  young  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Defiance  county. 
He  was  reared  in  Richland  township,  where  he  still  continues  to  make  his 
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home,  while  his  education  was  obtained  in  its  public  schools  and  his  business 
training  upon  the  home  farm.  In  that  township  he  was  married  May  2,  1889, 
to  Miss  Katie  Thieroff,  a native  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  who  died  December 
22,  1889,  leaving  one  child,  Florence  C.  Mr.  Drexler  was  again  married  in 
Richland  township,  November  23,  1893,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Anna  Thieroff,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  February  16,  1865.  Two 
children  bless  this  union : Augusta  M.  and  Elise  A. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Drexler  has  been  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  for  two  terms  he  has  held  the  office  of  assessor  of 
Richland  township.  In  religious  faith  he  is  identified  with  the  German  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  holding  the  office  of  trustee. 


JAMES  CASEBEER. 

Mr.  Casebeer,  who  is  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Hicksville, 
Defiance  county,  and  a gentleman  of  prominence  in  the  banking  interests  of 
the  place,  is  a native  of  this  State,  born  in  Franklin  township,  Tuscarawas 
county,  June  4,  1818. 

The  Casebeer  family  were  originally  from  Germany.  Their  earliest  home 
in  this  country  was  near  Little  York,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  settled  in 
Colonial  days,  some  time  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  there  James 
Casebeer's  grandfather,  John  Casebeer,  was  born.  He  resided  at  Washing- 
ton, in  that  State,  during  his  married  life,  and  there  reared  a family,  of  whom 
a son  named  John  was  the  father  of  James. 

In  1811,  John  Casebeer,  Jr.,  then  well  advanced  in  manhood,  removed 
from  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Franklin,  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 
and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  clearing  up  a farm,  also  giving  at- 
tention to  the  work  of  his  trade,  that  of  a blacksmith,  which  he  conducted  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Nancy  Bess,  who  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  and  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  after  their  removal  to  Ohio,  he  for  his  second  bride,  wedded 
Miss  Sarah  Smiley,  and  to  this  marriage  there  were  three  children — James  (of 
whom  a sketch  follows),  Sarah  and  Lovina. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Smiley’s  mother,  named  Boyd,  was  captured  by  the  Indians 
in  childhood,  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  held  captive  by  them  for  severf  years.  After  the  close  of  the  war  she  was 
turned  over  to  her  friends,  a treaty  having  been  effected  that  necessitated  the 
return  of  all  captives,  and  she,  with  others  was  brought  into  old  Fort  Du- 
quesne,  where  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  now  stands.  At  the  time  she  was 
captured,  seven  others  of  the  same  family  were  taken,  consisting  of  the  child’s 
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mother,  and  grandmother,  and  four  other  children.  Her  mother  and  grand- 
mother were  ruthlessly  murdered  by  the  Indians  at  the  time  they  were  captured, 
but  all  the  children,  except  one,  passed  seven  years  in  captivity.  One  of  the 
children,  a boy,  and  the  youngest,  became  accustomed  to  his  red  captors  and 
their  ways,  and  refused  to  return  to  his  white  friends  and  relatives.  The 
eldest  son  was  kept  a prisoner  three  years,  when  he  was  released  and  assisted 
back  to  his  friends  by  his  Indian  captors.  About  twenty-five  women  and 
children  were  at  this  time  congregated  at  the  Boyd  house  when  these  people 
were  captured,  and  the  old  and  infirm  and  the  infants  were  murdered,  the  rest 
taken  into  captivity.  They  were  not  captured  until  after  a hard  resistance 
was  made,  and  then  only  after  the  cabin  was  burned. 

The  death  of  John  Casebeer  and  that  of  his  second  wife  occurred  in 
August,  1823,  within  one  week,  both  deaths  resulting  from  the  same  cause — 
chills  and  fever.  Mr.  Casebeer  was  a man  of  strong  character,  very  positive 
in  his  views  and  firm  in  everything.  He  was  a very  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  for  a number  of  years 
previous,  he  was  class  leader,  and,  being  a man  of  unswerving  devotion  to  the 
support  of  his  theories,  ruled  his  conduct  carefully  and  strictly  in  accordance 
with  his  standard  of  the  higher  life.  He  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  uni- 
versal trust  and  respect  of  the  community.  He  was  the  first  pioneer  justice  of 
the  peace  in  his  township,  in  Ohio,  and  served  in  that  office  continuously  from 
his  first  election  to  it,  soon  after  his  removal  there,  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  sad  bereavement  of  the  family  in  the  loss  of  both  parents  necessitated  the 
breaking  up  of  the  home  and  the  separation  of  the  remaining  members  of  the 
family  circle. 

James  Casebeer,  son  of  the  second  marriage  of  John  Casebeer,  was  thrown 
upon  the  world— as  it  were — when  a lad  of  but  five  years,  by  the  death  of  his 
parents,  though  his  home  until  he  was  eight  years  of  age  was  still  at  the  home- 
stead with  an  older  brother  and  sister.  At  that  tender  age  he  was  called  to 
face  the  stern  realities  of  life,  thenceforth  working  and  earning  his  own  way. 
When  a youth  of  fourteen  years  he  went  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  to  learn  the 
blacksmith  trade  with  a brother,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
followed  his  trade  for  several  years  in  different  places ; first  taking  up  work  at 
Sugar  Creek,  his  native  country,  then  at  New  Philadelphia,  later  at  Dover, 
where  he  assisted  in  the  iron  work  for  bridges,  also  on  a mill  and  warehouse 
in  the  town  of  Zoar.  A stay  at  Bolivar  until  1838  followed,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed to  take  charge  of  a shop,  and  while  fulfilling  his  business  engagement 
at  that  place  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Lower,  this  event 
occurring  in  Dover  township,  July  13,  1837. 

The  following  year  marked  his  establishment  in  a business  of  his  own  in  a 
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shop  at  Shanesville,  Ohio,  ancl  in  1840  he  removed  to  Dover  township  and 
purchased  a small  farm — the  original  purchase  being  forty-seven  acres,  to 
which  he  afterward  added  twenty  acres,  and  there  combined  farm  work  with 
blacksmithing  until  1850,  when  he  became  the  owner  of  a farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  improved  land  near  Shanesville,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Holmes  county,  this  State,  on  which  he  located  and  there  pursued  agriculture 
until  1861.  He  then  moved  to  Defiance  county,  and  bought  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  two  years,  when  he 
sold  his  land  there  and  invested  in  his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  this  place,  purchasing  this  extensive  tract  of  well-improved  land  for 
seven  thousand  dollars.  He  has  conducted  general  farming  here  with  success, 
and  during  the  years  that  have  passed  since  he  received  his  sole,  inheritance — 
the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  from  his  father’s  estate — by  untiring  energy,  ardu- 
ous toil  and  business  sagacity,  he  has  added  to  his  earnings  and  gains  until  he 
has  accumulated  a fortune.  At  one  time  he  owned  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  but  a part  of  it  he  gave  to  his  sons.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Merchants  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Hicksville  (the  first  in  the  place),  organized 
in  1884,  and  the  first  president  of  the  institution,  which  office  he  held  for  four 
or  five  years;  and  he  has  been  on  the  board  of  directors  from  its  organization, 
retaining  this  position  ever  since  it  was  merged  into  the  First  National  Bank 
in  1893.  He  has  also  served  as  vice-president  at  different  times,  and  has  been 
a director  continuously  during  its  existence  as  a National  Bank. 

Mr.  Casebeer  was  the  principal  organizer  of  the  Hicksville  Detective  As- 
sociation, organized  in  1863  for  the  suppression  of  horse  stealing.  The  Asso- 
ciation was  composed  of  the  best  farmers  and  business  men  of  the  section — men 
of  vigor  and  energy,  in  the  prime  of  life.  Mr.  Casebeer  was  the  president, 
J.  M.  Ainsworth  the  secretary,  and  Dr.  Kinmont  the  treasurer.  Eighty-seven 
horses  had  been  stolen  in  the  section  about  Hicksville — in  Defiance,  Paulding 
and  Williams  counties,  every  horse  belonging  to  one  farmer  had  been  taken. 
The  excitement  caused  by  these  depredations  had  become  so  intense  that  stern 
and  strenuous  measures  were  determined  upon  by  the  outraged  farmers,  and 
they  were  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  suspicious  characters  or  strangers, 
compelling  them  to  give  an  account  of  themselves  if  seen  at  unreasonable  hours. 
One  Sunday  evening  Mr.  Casebeer  heard  two  horses  pass  at  great  speed,  and 
his  son,  George  T.,  returning  between  11  and  12  o'clock,  his  father  asked  him 
if  he  had  seen  them.  The  son  replied  that  he  had  seen  two  men  sitting  on  a 
fence,  two  horses  being  tied  and  feeding  in  the  corn  near  by.  This  was  sus- 
picious, and  Mr.  Casebeer  started  out  immediately.  Soon  the  men  with  the 
horses  returned,  going  towards  Hicksville.  Mr.  Casebeer  followed  them, 
and  seeing  that  they  turned  in  the  direction  of  Antwerp,  on  reaching  the  forks 
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of  the  roach  hastened  across  the  held,  and  coming  ont  in  advance  of  them 
stopped  them  and  demanded  an  explanation.  His  efforts  were  successful  to 
the  extent  of  preventing  their  escape  to  the  great  Paulding  woods  as  they  then 
turned  toward  the  village.  He  boldly  moved  on  to  the  village,  also,  keeping 
abreast  of  them,  notwithstanding  their  threats  to  shoot  him,  and  rousing  Mr. 
Ainsworth  and  other  members  of  the  Association,  was  joined  by  them  in  pur- 
suit of  the  thieves,  who  went  a mile  or  so  in  a northerly  direction,  and  there 
concealed  themselves  in  an  extensive  tract  of  woods. 

The  next  morning  members  of  the  Society  found  the  two  horses  tied  in 
these  woods,  which  the  citizens  surrounded,  searched  and  guarded  for  two 
days.  The  thieves  being  then  about  starved  out,  the  citizens  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing them,  one  near  Six  Corners,  and  the  other  near  Lost  Creek.  When 
brought  together  they  claimed  not  to  know  each  other,  but  two  boys  that  were 
fishing  having  seen  them  identified  them,  as  did  Mr.  Casebeer,  also.  One  of 
them  was  confined  in  the  office  of  the  A.  P.  Edgerton,  and  the  other  in  an  upper 
room  of  Mr.  Ainsworth’s  store,  for  examination.  While  Mr.  Casebeer  was 
on  the  street  attending  to  matters,  and  looking  up,  he  saw  the  prisoner  hanging 
out  of  the  store  window  with  a rope  attached  to  his  neck,  and  immediately 
caused  him  to  be  let  loose.  The  sheriff  being  powerless  to  rescue  the  prisoner 
from  the  enraged  crowd,  many  of  them  having  lost  horses,  they  hung  the  other 
criminal  to  an  apple-tree  and  left  him  there  until  he  was  nearly  dead.  He 
was,  however,  at  last  released  and  resuscitated.  These  proceedings  occurred 
late  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Casebeer  was  not  present  at  the  time  of  this  violent 
act ; he  wholly  disapproved  of  such  disregard  of  lawful  authority.  So  great 
was  the  excitement  that  another  society  at  Lost  Creek  had  determined  to 
lynch  the  men ; but  the  sheriff  finally  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  the  Bryan 
jail.  It  proved  that  the  horses  were  stolen  in  Marshall  county,  Indiana,  thus 
necessitating  the  trial  of  the  criminals  in  that  county ; and  Messrs.  Casebeer, 
Miller,  Arrowsmith,  George  Bacaw,  and  John  Hartle  went  to  the  county  seat, 
a distance  of  two  hundred  miles,  at  their  own  expense,  as  witnesses  to  the 
trial,  in  order  to  convict  them.  The  expense  thus  incurred,  amounting  to  about 
seventy-five  dollars,  was,  however,  afterward  refunded  by  the  county  authori- 
ties. The  criminals  attempted  to  prove  an  alibi,  having  witnesses  from  Chi- 
cago, who  among  other  statements  testified  they  were  in  that  city  the  night  of 
the  theft  in  Indiana ; but  acquaintances  of  Mr.  Casebeer’s  that  he  had  met 
while  staying  over  Sunday  at  Bourbon,  Indiana,  had  seen  both  of  the  pris- 
oners at  that  place  at  the  time  of  the  theft,  and  appeared  against  them,  identi- 
fying them,  which  testimony  resulted  in  their  conviction,  and  other  arrests 
made  in  nearly  the  same  locality  put  a complete  end  to  horse  stealing  in  that 
section  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Casebeer  has  always  been  a strong  and  vigorous  man.  Throughout 
early  manhood  and  middle  life  he  accomplished  a great  amount  of  hard  manual 
labor,  and  though  he  has  now  passed  his  eighth  decade  (he  was  eighty  years  of 
age  in  June,  1898),  is  still  blessed  with  good  health,  and  retains  much  of  his 
former  vigor.  As  a hunter  he  was  always  very  fond  of  the  chase;  killed  a 
black  bear,  many  a deer,  wild  turkeys,  which  were  very  numerous,  and  many 
other  kind  of  game;  also  trapped  foxes  and  hunted  wolves;  and  the  fond- 
ness for  this  kind  of  sport  still  clings  to  him.  When  seventy-six  years  of  age, 
while  on  a trip  to  Wisconsin,  he  killed  three  deer,  one  of  them  being  shot  when 
it  was  on  a full  run,  the  dogs  being  in  full  chase  and  then  close  upon  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casebeer  have  had  a jolly  family  of  eleven  children,  as 
follows:  Martha  Jane,  Samuel  Jacob,  John  Edward,  William  Henry,  Cather- 
ine, George  T.,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Susannah,  Mary  E.,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
Alice  Louisa.  Martha  Jane  married  Bruce  Miller,  and  died  at  her  father’s 
house.  Samuel  Jacob  died  when  one  year  old.  John  Edward  served  his 
country  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry ; he 
married  Dorotha  Miller,  and  is  now  landlord  of  a hotel  in  Harper,  Kansas. 
William  Henry,  a volunteer  in  Company  D,  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6,  1862,  and  on  that  battle- 
field was  buried  by  his  brother  John  E. ; his  remains  now  rest  in  the  National 
cemetery  adjoining  that  historic  ground.  Catherine  has  been  twice  married; 
first  to  James  Miller,  and  after  his  decease  to  George  Rings,  of  West  Unity, 
Ohio.  George  T.  married  Martha  Jackson,  and  lives  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead. Sarah  Elizabeth  married  Christopher  Lehman,  and  resides  at  Marion, 
Indiana.  Susannah  married  Alpheus  Baltsley,  and  died  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  Mary  E.,  a milliner  at  Waldron,  Michigan, 
is  unmarried.  Benjamin  Franklin  married  Belle  Bunnell,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  Alice  Louisa  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Casebeer  was  originally  a Whig,  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  since  its  formation ; was  one  of  its  charter  members  ; 
voted  for  Salmon  P.  Chase  for  Governor  of  Ohio,  in  1854;  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  chief  executive,  in  1856 ; for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860 ; and  for  every 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidency  from  that  time  to  the  present.  He 
was  a Free  Soiler,  advocating  exemption  from  slavery,  and  free  homesteads, 
being  totally  opposed  to  allowing  speculators  to  own  and  control  large  cpianti- 
ties  of  government  lands.  His  fellow  townsmen  have  shown  their  appreciation 
of  him  by  electing  him  to  offices  of  trust,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  has  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  six  years,  as  trustee  of  the  township  several  terms,  and  as  a member  of 
the  Hicksville  council  several  years.  He  has  taken  a prominent  part  and  in- 
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terest  in  public  enterprises  and  improvements,  and  has  always  been  a friend 
and  supporter  of  the  cause  of  education.  He  is  numbered  among  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Hicksville,  and,  though  not  a member  of  Church, 
has  contributed  more  or  less  to  every  religious  body  when  called  upon.  Mrs. 
Casebeer  has  been  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  Church  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  and  is  an  amiable  and  devoted  Christian  wife  and  mother. 


TIMOTHY  B.  GODDARD. 

Among  the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county, 
ranks  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a descendant  of  good  old  New  Eng- 
land stock.  His  industry,  thrift,  and  enterprise  are  characteristic  of  the  sturdy 
ancestry  from  which  he  inherited  them. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  28,  1823,  in  Windham  township,  Wind- 
ham county,  Vermont,  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eleven  children — eight  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Enoch  Goddard,  his  father,  who  was  born  January  26, 
1783,  in  Orange,  Massachusetts,  was  married  March  1,  1805,  to  Miss  Esther 
Bliss,  a native  of  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  born  May  13,  1785.  They  settled 
in  Windham  county,  Vermont,  soon  after  their  marriage,  and  their  remaining 
years  were  spent  there,  the  mother  dying  December  26,  1863,  and  the  father 
January  3,  1867. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  reared  to  farm  work  under  his  father’s  direction,  and 
like  many  farmers’  sons  he  cherished  a desire  for  city  life.  When  about 
twenty  years  old  he  left  home  for  Massachusetts,  where  for  a short  time  he 
worked  upon  a farm  near  Boston,  but  as  soon  as  possible  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  city,  where  he  spent  four  or  five  years,  following  different  occupa- 
tions as  opportunity  offered.  The  experience  taught  him  the  advantages  of  a 
quiet  country  life,  and  he  decided  to  return  to  his  native  county  and  settle  down 
upon  a farm  of  his  own.  He  accordingly  purchased  a place  there,  but  six 
years  later  he  sold  it  and  bought  a farm  in  Bennington  county,  Vermont,  where 
he  remained  until  July,  1866,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a resident  of  Ohio. 
He  first  bought  a farm  in  Lorain  county,  which  he  conducted  for  two  seasons, 
and  in  the  meantime  (in  April,  1867)  he  purchased  his  present  homestead  in 
Defiance  county.  In  November,  1867,  he  sold  his  property  in  Lorain  county, 
and  settled  permanently  at  the  homestead.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  was  partially  improved  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  and  he 
has  erected  good  buildings  and  brought  the  place  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. While  his  agricultural  work  has  occupied  his  time  almost  exclusively, 
he  has  been  interested  at  times  in  real  estate,  and  has  made  some  profitable  .deals 
in  that  line.  As  a citizen  his  sympathies  have  always  been  on  the  side  of 


490 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


progress,  and  he  especially  favors  religious  advancement.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  he  has  never  sought  or  held  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  own  business. 

On  April  19,  1848,  Mr.  Goddard  was  married  in  his  native  county  to 
Miss  Fanny  Jane  Abbott,  who  was  born  in  the  same  locality  in  1827.  She 
died  May  8,  1861,  in  Bennington  county,  Vermont,  and  on  March  19,  1863, 
our  subject  was  married  in  that  county  to  Miss  Betsey  L.  Robinson.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  seven  children,  viz.,  Fanny  A.,  who  died  in  Bennington 
county,  Vermont,  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  Lyman  B.,  a farmer  in  Oklahoma; 
Esther  B.,  wife  of  F.  E.  Wible;  Frank  A.,  a farmer  in  Noble  township,  De- 
fiance county;  Laura  Jane,  third  wife  of  Rev.  S.  J.  Colgan ; Mary  M.,  who 
married  Rev.  S.  J.  Colgan,  and  died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  August  7,  1894; 
and  Sarah  Ellen,  wife  of  Fred  Coombs,  of  Windham  county,  Vermont.  Of 
the  three  children  by  the  second  marriage,  the  eldest,  Allen  T.,  born  in  Ver- 
mont, resides  in  Adams  township,  Defiance  county;  Enoch  John,  born  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; and  Lucia  D , born  in 
Adams  township,  Defiance  county,  is  at  home. 


HENRY  SNYDER. 

Like  many  other  residents  within  the  bounds  of  Williams  county  who 
started  out  with  naught  but  an  abundance  of  determination  and  indefatigable 
industry,  and  who  have  succeeded  through  their  own  diligence,  energy  and 
economy,  we  classify  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  He  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  acres  in  Brady  township,  pleasantly  located  a mile  and  a 
half  north  of  West  Unity. 

Born  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  November  18,  1843,  Mr.  Snyder  is  a son 
of  John  and  Mary  L.  (Held)  Snyder,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  father  located  on  coming  from  Germany  during  Colonial  days. 
In  his  native  State  John  Snyder  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the  weaver’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time ; later  in  life  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  subsequently  to  Indiana,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and  continued  its 
cultivation  until  called  from  this  life  in  1851.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Mennonite  Church.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  Leah, 
Abram,  Jacob,  Henry,  David  and  Jonas. 

In  the  house  built  by  our  subject  upon  his  farm,  his  mother  is  still  living 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  After  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band she  married  Frame  Freeman,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  two  children 
blessed  this  union  : William  and  Jennie,  both  born  in  Indiana,  where  the  former 
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is  still  living,  while  the  latter  is  a resident  of  Illinois.  The  mother  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Held,  who  on  coming  to  this  country  from  Germany  first 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  later  removed  to  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1862 
became  a resident  of  Williams  county,  making  his  home  with  his  daughter 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1864.  With  the  Mennonite  Church  he  held 
membership.  In  his  family  were  nine  children,  namely : Lewis,  Henry, 

Christ,  Daniel,  Mary  L.,  Sally,  Peggy,  Harriette  and  Katherine. 

Henry  Snyder,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  about  seven  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  and  since  then  he  has  been  dependent 
almost  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  for  a livelihood,  at  first  doing  chores 
and  other  work  upon  different  farms.  His  school  privileges  were  therefore 
limited.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Butler,  the 
regiment  being  assigned  to  the  Western  Department,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
It  was  stationed  most  of  the  time  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  doing  guard 
duty  and  assisting  in  the  construction  of  Fort  Butler  at  Nashville.  For  one 
year  Mr.  Snyder  was  in  active  service,  was  then  mustered  out  at  Nashville 
and  honorably  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1865,  as  the  war  was  over. 
He  has  never  fully  recovered  from  his  army  service,  and  now  receives  a 
small  pension. 

Before  entering  the  service  Mr.  Snyder  had  engaged  in  blacksmithing 
to  some  extent,  and  for  a time  after  his  return  home  he  followed  that  occu- 
pation, but  during  an  eighteen-months’  illness  all  the  money  that  he  had 
saved  was  exhausted.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  went  to  the  lumber  camps  of 
Michigan,  where  he  worked  for  two  years,  saving  enough  in  that  time  to 
purchase  eighty  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  after 
his  return  to  this  State.  After  his  marriage  in  1870,  he  located  upon  his 
grandfather  Held's  place,  only  one-half  mile  from  his  own  land,  and  the 
following  fall  he  and  his  wife  selected  a site  and  erected  a cabin  upon  their 
place.  While  he  cut  and  prepared  the  timber,  she  gathered  the  brush  for 
burning.  Into  their  hewed-log  house  they  removed,  and  during  their  ten 
years'  residence  there  sixty  acres  were  placed  under  cultivation,  a more  mod- 
ern dwelling  erected  and  a large  barn  built.  On  selling  out  at  the  end  of 
that  time  Mr.  Snyder  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Brady  township,  Williams  county,  all  of  which  was  cleared  with 
the  exception  of  twenty  acres,  and  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising  he 
now  devotes  his  attention.  Upon  the  place  is  a commodious  residence,  good 
barn  and  substantial  outbuildings  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  industry.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  always  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Republican  party,  has  creditably  filled  a number  of  township  offices,  and 


494 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


is  now  acting  as  administrator  of  estates.  Socially  lie  is  an  honored  member 
of  Rings  Post,  No.  637,  G.  A.  R.,  of  West  Unity. 

In  1870  Mr.  Snyder  married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Reynolds,  who  was  born 
October  30,  1846,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  of  which  her  father,  Benjamin 
J.  Reynolds,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  an  early  settler.  In  1848  he  came 
to  Williams  county,  where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a farm,  making  it 
his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1890.  When  a young  man  he  worked 
at  wagonmaking,  but  after  coming  to  Williams  county  devoted  his  energies 
to  agriculture.  His  wife  died  in  1887.  Both  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Church  of  God.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  Hezekiah,  Eliza  J.,  Henry  L., 
Mary  E.,  and  Franklin.  Mrs.  Snyder,  who  was  a devoted  wife  and  mother, 
died  March  13,  1893,  leaving  four  children:  William  A.,  a farmer  of  Brady 
township;  Benjamin  J.,  also  a farmer;  Lewis  M.,  a resident  of  Kansas;  and 
Charles,  at  home. 

Mr.  Snyder  has  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Sirena 
J.  Shultz,  who  was  born  November  20,  1847,  a daughter  of  I.  N.  Sheets,  a 
retired  farmer  now  living  in  Montpelier,  who  in  1852  came  to  Williams  county 
from  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  has  since  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  interests.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  filled  a 
number  of  important  offices  in  both  township  and  county,  including  those  of 
auditor  and  county  commissioner.  During  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Snyder  mar- 
ried Charles  Chancy,  and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  J.  Shultz, 
by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Earl  Shultz,  now  living  in  West  Unity.  There 
are  no  children  by  her  first  or  last  marriage.  In  religious  belief  she  is  a 
Methodist. 


JOHN  C.  AMES. 

Mr.  Ames  is  a leading  representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  De- 
fiance county,  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  being  pleasantly  situated 
in  Section  4,  Hicksville  township.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  farmer, 
and  through  that  occupation  he  has  secured  a comfortable  competence. 

Born  May  29,  1828,  in  Washington  township,  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, Mr.  Ames  is  a son  of  Nehemiah  and  Frances  (Craven)  Ames,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  At  an  early  day  they  emigrated  from  Washington 
county,  that  State,  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  after  living  there  for  six 
years,  took  up  their  residence  in  what  is  now  Farmer  township,  Defiance 
county,  where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  and  the  father 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Nehemiah  Ames,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1760,  and  died  in  1835. 

In  their  family  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  reached  years  of  matur- 
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ity.  James,  the  eldest,  died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  May,  1897;  Mary 
wedded  Henry  Harman,  and  died  in  Michigan;  William  died  in  Williams 
county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years;  Eliza  married  William  R.  Max- 
well, and  died  in  Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county,  in  the  early  ’70s; 
Hannah  is  the  widow  of  A.  Ocker ; John  C.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; 
Theophilus  died  in  Farmer  township.  Defiance  county;  Nehemiah  died  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  while  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war;  Julia 
Ann  married  O.  Hulbert,  and  died  in  Farmer  township;  and  Henry  died  near 
Bryan,  Ohio. 

John  C.  Ames  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Defiance  county,  in  1846,  but  -two  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  On  again 
coming  to  Defiance  county,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Hicksville  township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  town- 
ship, and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises  which  he  believed  cal- 
culated to  advance  its  welfare. 

In  Hicksville,  Mr.  Ames  was  married  November  23,  1854,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Dutterer,  who  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  April  29,  1837,  a daughter 
of  George  and  Catherine  (Wolford)  Dutterer,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  were  married.  From  that  State  they  removed  to  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  later  to  Crawford  county,  and  about  1853  came  to  Defiance  county, 
locating  in  Hicksville  township,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  The 
father  died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  April,  1893,  aged  eighty  years.  Only  four  of  their  eleven  children  reached 
manhood  and  womanhood,  viz. ; Levi,  who  died  in  the  army ; Sarah,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Eliza,  widow  of  N.  Ames,  who  also  died  when  in  the  service  of 
his  country  during  the  Civil  war;  and  Ephraim,  a farmer  of  Mark  town- 
ship, Defiance  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ames  have  been  born  thirteen  children : Andrew  ; 

Emanuel,  who  died  in  infancy;  William;  Henry  Franklin,  in  Michigan;  Eph- 
raim; Mary,  wife  of  Hiram  Nye;  Noah;  Nettie,  wife  of  Fred  Limpert,  of 
Hicksville  township;  Grant;  Winfield,  a railroad  man;  Sarah  F.,  wife  of 
George  Warfield,  of  Hicksville;  Carrie;  and  Hasy,  who  died  when  a year 
and  a half  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ames  are  consistent  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  by  all  who  know  them  they  are  held  in  high  regard,  hav- 
ing the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican. 
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JOSEPH  SHULTZ. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  Jefferson  township, 
Williams  county,  is  the  subject  of  these  lines.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Knox  county,  April  5,  1830,  a son  of  William  and  Barbara  (Snyder) 
Shultz. 

The  father  was  born  in  Maryland  of  German  ancestry,  and  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  married  Miss  Snyder,  who  died  in  Richland  county,  leaving 
seven  children : Jesse,  who  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  and  died  in  the  service ; Joseph,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Mrs.  Susanna 
Degraff ; Jacob,  a resident  of  West  Unity,  Ohio  ; Mrs.  Elizabeth  Miller ; Lewis, 
a farmer  of  Michigan;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Marks.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  William  Shultz  married  Catherine  Long,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, namely : John,  who  was  killed  while  serving  his  country  in  the  Civil 
war;  William,  who  was  also  a Union  soldier;  Samuel,  deceased;  and  George, 
who  was  also  one  of  the  “boys  in  blue,”  and  is  now  a farmer.  The  father 
followed  farming  in  Knox,  Stark  and  Richland  counties,  at  different  times, 
previous  to  1848,  when  he  traded  his  property  in  the  last-named  county  for 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Jefferson  township,  Williams  county.  After 
clearing  away  the  heavy  timber  and  making  other  improvements  upon  the 
place,  he  sold  it  to  Robert  Burns,  and  bought  a smaller  farm,  which  he  later 
traded  for  land  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  On  selling  that  place  he  purchased 
property  near  Hamer,  and  died  in  that  village  in  1870,  aged  sixty-five  years. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  His  second  wife  sur- 
vived him  about  six  years,  dying  in  1876.  All  of  his  children  were  born  prior 
to  his  removal  to  Williams  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  married,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Nancy  J. 
Aungst,  of  Richland  county,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Spades) 
Aungst,  who  were  of  German  descent,  though  the  former  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Both  died  in  Richland  county,  where  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Their  children,  eleven  in  number, 
are  still  residents  of  that  county  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Shultz,  and  Julia 
A.,  who  lives  in  Fulton  county.  In  the  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows; 
George,  Julia  A.,  Elizabeth,  Nancy  J.,  Lavina,  John,  Mary,  James,  Calvin, 
Eliza  and  Catherine.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shultz, 
namely:  Mrs.  Catherine  Tressler;  George  W.,  a farmer;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried George  Lattanner  and  died  in  1889;  and  Arwildia.  The  wife  and 
mother,  who  was  a most  estimable  lady  and  a faithful  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  was  called  to  the  world  beyond  in  March,  1896. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Shultz  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Jef- 
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ferson  township,  Williams  county,  comprising  one  hundred  acres  of  partially 
improved  land,  the  deed  to  which  he  obtained  from  the  Governor  of  Ohio, 
it  being  school  land.  The  land  is  now  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  is  im- 
proved with  good,  substantial  buildings,  which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and 
attractive  appearance.  During  the  last  four  years  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Shultz 
bought  and  shipped  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  quite  extensively,  but  with  that 
exception  he  has  devoted  his  time  principally  to  farming  throughout  his  busi- 
ness career.  As  a Democrat,  he  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  offices  of  honor  and  trust, 
serving  as  township  trustee  ten  years,  township  treasurer  twelve  years,  and 
in  many  other  local  positions.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  and  influential  citizens 
of  Jefferson  township,  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  has  a host  of 
friends  throughout  his  adopted  county. 


LEVI  W.  WILDER. 

Defiance  county  can  boast  of  quite  a number  of  enterprising  and  thor- 
ough-going farmers,  who  have  given  considerable  attention  to  stock  dealing, 
and  enhanced  materially  the  value  of  stock  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Among 
that  class  is  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  who  has  met  with  eminent  success 
in  his  operations,  and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Farmer  township,  his  home  being  in  Section  20., 

Mr.  Wilder  was  born  at  Three  Rivers,  Canada,  December  27,  1830,  a son 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Blake)  Wilder,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  and  at  an 
early  day  emigrated  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  whence  in  1847  they  came  to 
Defiance  county,  locating  in  Section  20,  Farmer  township,  where  both  died. 
Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  their  eight  children,  and  was  five  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  from  New  Hampshire  to  Portage  county,  Ohio. 
In  1847  he  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  has  since  been  a resident 
of  Farmer  township.  Here  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  (on  which 
he  now  lives)  before  he  attained  his  majority,  by  working  by  the  month 
at  from  $6  to  $11.50  per  month,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  since 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention.  However,  after  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  employed  on  the  Rouse’s  Point,  Lake  Cham- 
plain & Ogdensburg  railroad,  after  which  he  superintended  the  building  of 
eleven  miles  of  the  Wabash  road,  and  he  was  also  connected  with  other  roads 
in  New  York  State  and  Indiana,  being  altogether  in  the  railroad  service  for 
about  five  years. 

In  Farmer  township,  May  28,  1854,  Mr.  Wilder  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Olive  A.  Stone,  a daughter  of  Alpha  and  Rhoda  Stone,  who  came 
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to  Defiance  county  in  1846  from  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  where 
Mrs.  Wilder  was  born.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  (1) 
Lillie  C.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Abner  S.  Nisley,  of  Farmer  township,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Lee  A.;  and  (2)  Otis  L.,  who  married  Alice  Bryan,  and 
resides  in  Farmer  township. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilder  has  lived  upon  his  present  farm,  which 
now  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  improved  with  excellent  buildings.  At  one  time  he 
owned  about  four  hundred  acres,  but  has  since  disposed  of  a part  of  it.  For 
several  years  he  was  actively  interested  in  the  live-stock  business — buying 
and  selling,  etc. — but  does  not  now  do  much  in  that  line,  though  he  deals 
in  horses  to  some  extent,  owning  at  the  present  time  some  of  the  finest 
animals  in  northwestern  Ohio.  Fie  has  demonstrated  the  true  meaning  of 
the  word  “success,”  as  the  full  accomplishment  of  an  honorable  purpose,  and 
through  his  own  unaided  efforts,  he  has  acquired  a comfortable  home  and 
competence,  being  properly  classed  among  the  self-made  men  of  the  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Wilder  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  affairs. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  two  terms,  and  township  assessor 
for  eight  successive  years,  discharging  the  duties  of  those  positions  in  a 
prompt  and  able  manner. 

BENJAMIN  F.  KNIFFIN. 

The  world  instinctively  pays  deference  to  the  man  who  has  achieved  suc- 
cess, overcoming  the  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path  until  he  reaches  a 
high  position  in  the  business  world.  This  is  a progressive  age,  and  he  who 
does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far  behind.  Mr.  Kniffin,  by  the  improvement 
of  opportunities  by  which  all  are  surrounded,  has  steadily  and  honorably 
worked  his  way  upward,  and  has  attained  a fair  degree  of  prosperity.  He  is 
now  numbered  among  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Williams  county,  his  home 
being  in  Stryker. 

Mr.  Kniffin  was  born  April  13,  1825,  in  Huron  county,  a son  of  Benja- 
min and  Bloomy  C.  (Hobby)  Kniffin.  The  father  on  coming  to  Ohio  from 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  in  1817,  located  upon  an  old  Revolutionary  claim 
in  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county,  but  afterward  returned  to  Cayuga 
county.  In  1823,  however,  he  located  permanently  upon  his  claim,  and  upon 
that  place  his  death  occurred  when  he  was  eighty-one  years  of  age.  His 
wife  also  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family 
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of  six  children,  and  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  forty  years  of  age.  In  the  meantime,  however  (in  1850),  he  made  a trip 
to  California,  spending  two  years  in  gold  mining  on  the  Pacific  slope,  and 
meeting  with  a fair  degree  of  success.  On  his  return  to  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
he  engaged  in  buying  and  driving  stock  over  the  Allegheny  Mountains  for  two 
years,  and  in  1854  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  that 
county,  operating  it  in  connection  with  stock  dealing  until  coming  to  Williams 
county  in  1865.  For  many  years  he  shipped  his  stock  to  New  York,  doing 
a large  and  profitable  business  along  that  line.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
thousand  one  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Springfield  township,  Williams 
county,  also  owns  two  farms  in  Huron  county  and  some  Western  lands.  He 
continued  to  be  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  his  home  farm 
in  Springfield  township  until  November,  1893,  when  he  removed  to  the  village 
of  Stryker,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  many  comforts  and  luxuries  which 
honest  toil  in  previous  years  have  brought  him. 

At  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  in  November,  1859,  Mr.  Kniffin  married  Miss 
Margaret  E.  Popino,  a native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  a relative  of  the 
late  Bishop  Harris.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Josephine, 
now  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Schaeffer;  Arminda  C.,  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  Harry  W. 
and  Alta.  The  family  is  widely  known,  and  is  one  of  prominence  in  Will- 
iams county.  Mr.  Kniffin  has  made  for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  busi- 
ness, and  as  a citizen,  friend  and  neighbor,  he  is  true  to  every  duty,  therefore 
winning  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  R.  CLELAND. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  proprietor  of  Sugar  Ridge  farm,  stands  sec- 
ond to  none  among  the  representative  and  prominent  agriculturists  of  Hicks- 
ville  township,  Defiance  county,  his  home  being  in  Section  19.  As  a ju- 
dicious tiller  of  the  soil  he  has  met  with  success,  and  as  a man  and  citizen 
holds  a high  position  among  his  neighbors. 

Born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  October  9,  1833,  Mr.  Cleland  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Rachel  (Ramsay)  Cleland,  both  of  whom  died  in  that 
county.  He  was  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  eight  children, 
and  upon  the  home  farm  he  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  thrift 
In  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  continued  to  reside  until  1859,  when  he 
came  to  Defiance  county,  with  whose  agricultural  interests  he  has  sino? 
been  prominently  identified.  His  farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-seven acres  of  land,  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
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and  has  erected  thereon  excellent  buildings,  making  it  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable places  of  the  community. 

In  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Cleland  was  married,  March  n,  i860, 
to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Ramsey,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  as  follows: 
William  S. ; Ella  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Alexander  Haver;  and  Rachel  Emma 
Ann.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed  this  life  March  11,  1865. 
Mr.  Cleland  was  married  May  11,  1876,  to  Mrs.  Lydia  Ann  (Hook)  Myers, 
who  was  born  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  January  24,  1852,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Hook.  To  this  marriage  five  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Lottie  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  John  J. ; Clyde  L. ; 
Vida  P.  and  Fred.  All  through  the  changes  of  a busy  life,  Mr.  Cleland, 
while  laboring  for  his  own  interests,  has  in  nowise  set  aside  the  interests 
and  well-being  of  the  community  around  him,  but  in  common  with  other 
enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  has  given  his  support  to  all  meas- 
ures calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Mrs.  Cleland  is  a member  of 
the  Disciples  Church  of  Hicksville.  In  politics  Mr.  Cleland  is  a Demo- 
crat. In  addition  to  general  farming  he  deals  extensively  in  Durham  cattle, 
Norman  horses,  Delaine  sheep,  Poland-China  hogs,  Scotch  Collie  dogs,  etc. 

William  Cleland,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  where  he  was  married.  Coming  to  the  United 
States,  he  made  his  home  chiefly  in  New  York  City,  but  he  died  in  West 
Virginia,  the  father  of  seven  children — three  sons  (John,  Arthur  and  Will- 
iam), and  four  daughters;  all  of  same,  excepting  one  daughter,  lived  to  be 
ninety-six  years  of  age. 


JACOB  H.  ROBERTSON. 

This  gentleman  has  for  almost  a quarter  of  a century  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Defiance  county.  He  is  a native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  March  3,  1844,  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  a 
son  of  Seth  D.  and  Christine  (Mason)  Robertson,  the  former  also  a native 
of  Loudoun  county,  the  latter  of  Fauquier  county,  in  the  same  State.  Both 
died  in  the  former  county,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  By 
occupation  the  father  was  a miller  and  millwright. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thirty-fifth  Virginia  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  C.  S.  A., 
and  served  three  months,  being  honorably  discharged  at  the  end  of  that  time 
on  account  of  physical  disability,  as  he  was  seriously  wounded  during  an 
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engagement  in  Loudoun  county.  On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twe  nty  years, 
Mr.  Robertson  came  to  Ohio,  and  for  ten  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Seneca 
county.  In  1875  he  removed  to  Defiance  county  and  located  in  Tiffin  town- 
ship, where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention.  As  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased, he  added  to  the  original  purchase  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  best  and  most  highly  cultivated  farms  in  the  township. 

In  Seneca  county,  Mr.  Robertson  was  married  October  19,  1876,  to  Miss 
Minerva  Berger,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county,  and  died  March 
16,  1881,  aged  thirty-three  years  six  months  four  days,  leaving  two  children: 
Edgar  M.,  born  September  14,  1877,  and  Howard  E.,  born  April  17,  1880. 
They  lost  one  son,  Worth  D.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Robertson  uses  his 
right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Populist  party, 
and  takes  a commendable  interest  in  political  affairs.  As  one  of  the  leading 
and  representative  citizens  of  his  township,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
in  a number  of  local  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he 
most  ably  performed. 


REV.  SEBASTIAN  LIPE. 

There  is  probably  no  history  so  interesting  to  the  American  people 
as  that  which  Switzerland  furnishes.  The  love  of  liberty  has  forged  many 
a link  in  common  for  the  two  republics  so  widely  separated.  Many  of  the 
sturdy  sons  of  the  mountain  republic  have  sought  homes  across  the  sea,  and 
lent  the  fruits  of  their  toil  to  the  trade  of  the  New  World. 

Rev.  Sebastian  Lipe,  whose  name  opens  this  brief  sketch,  was  born 
April  12,  1829,  in  Siblingen,  canton  of  Schaff hausen,  Switzerland,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Ann  (Keller)  Lipe.  Jacob  Lipe  was  born  in  1782,  and  for  a 
long  time  followed  the  trade  of  a mason  and  stone  cutter.  He  had  his 
own  quarry,  and  in  connection  with  that  he  began  contracting,  building 
houses  and  furnishing  stone,  his  business  increasing  until  he  employed  many 
hands.  Religiously  he  was  a German  Baptist,  consistently  following  the 
laws  of  that  sect  up  to  his  death  in  1852.  In  his  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Rachel;  Barbara,  wife  of  John  Weber;  Conrad,  a tailor  in 

Germany;  Henry,  who  came  to  America  and  died  two  years  later;  George, 
in  Switzerland;  Jacob,  who  emigrated  to  America,  and  died  in  1850;  Se- 
bastian, our  subject;  and  Margaret  and  Anna  (both  deceased).  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  to  her  last  rest  in  1855. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Sebastian  Lipe  left  the  mountains  of  his 
native  home,  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  workers  of  the  Western  hemisphere. 
He  first  found  a home  in  northern  Ohio,  Toledo,  and  along  the  banks  of 
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the  Maumee,  and  here  he  worked  as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  finding  em- 
ployment in  the  first  cabinet  shop  in  Toledo.  At  this  time  Toledo  was 
only  a small  village,  and  could  boast  of  but  one  brick  store.  The  year 
1849,  well  remembered  as  the  great  cholera  year,  found  Mr.  Lipe  in  the 
cabinet  and  china  business  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  prevalence  of  cholera 
had  deadened  trade  for  most  branches,  and  Mr.  Lipe  did  almost  nothing 
but  make  coffins.  He  then  bought  a farm  and  gave  up  trade.  In  1854  he 
sold  his  first  land  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  seventy  acres  in  Spencer 
township,  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  but  later  he  sold  off  a portion,  retaining 
only  fifty  acres,  and  then  removed  to  Swanton,  Fulton  county. 

In  1852  Mr.  Lipe  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  German  Baptist 
faith,  and  while  he  still  worked  at  his  trade,  six  days  in  the  week,  he 
preached  on  the  seventh,  and  for  the  past  thirty  years  he  has  given  most 
of  his  time  to  Church  work.  The  results  of  his  good  work  have  proven 
that  he  was  wise  in  listening  to  the  inner  voice  calling  for  his  service  in  the 
Master’s  vineyard.  In  deeds  first,  and  then  in  works,  he  follows  the  light 
he  has,  and  quietly  and  unostentatiously,  like  the  faith  he  professes,  is  build- 
ing his  house  upon  the  rock. 

In  1853  Rev.  Sebastian  Lipe  was  married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Berthoud, 
who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  in  1880.  No  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  but  Mrs.  Lipe  had  a son  by  a former  marriage,  Jacob  Berthoud, 
who  now  lives  in  Spencer  township,  Lucas  county,  Ohio.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Lipe  was  wedded  to  Barbara  Ciegler.  In  1892  they 
left  the  farm,  and  in  1893  removed  to  Swanton,  where  Reverend  Lipe 
preaches  every  Sunday,  as  does  he  also  in  Spencer. 


N.  H.  NEWCOMER. 

N.  H.  Newcomer,  farmer,  post  office  Bryan,  Williams  county,  Ohio. 


THEODORE  M.  GEHRETT,  M.  D. 

In  comparison  of  the  relative  value  to  mankind  of  the  various  profes- 
sions and  pursuits,  it  is  widely  recognized  that  none  is  so  important  as  the 
medical  profession.  From  the  cradle  to  the  grave  human  destiny  is  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  physician — not  alone  on  account  of  the  effect  he  may 
have  on  the  physical  system,  but  also  upon  the  mental  and  moral  develop- 
ment. One  of  the  ablest  representatives  of  this  noble  calling  in  Henry  county 
is  Doctor  Gehrett,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  Deshler  and 
vicinity. 
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Our  subject  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  November  27,  1854, 
and  was  brought  to  Henry  county  in  1863  by  his  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Valentine)  Gehrett.  The  mother  died  in  1864,  but  the  father  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  county  since  locating  here.  The  Doctor  completed  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  Hiram  (Ohio)  College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1875,  anc^ 
subsequently  he  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  where  he 
was  granted  the  degree  of  M.  D.  on  his  graduation  in  1879.  In  the  fall 
of  1880  he  opened  an  office  in  Deshler,  where  his  skill  and  ability  soon  gained 
for  him  a large  and  constantly  increasing  practice.  He  is  now  the  oldest 
physician  in  the  village,  and  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  United  States  examining  surgeons  for  Henry  county 
in  1888  by  Mr.  Tanner.  In  the  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  he  has 
won  an  enviable  place,  and  is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Northwestern 
Ohio  Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association. 

On  March  13,  1879,  in  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  Doctor  Gehrett  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Thrapp,  a daughter  of  William  Thrapp, 
of  that  city,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children : Carol  and 

Madge.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence,  its  members  being  leaders  in 
social  circles  of  the  community. 


STEPHEN  HORSEY. 

If  one  desires  to  gain  a vivid  realization  of  the  rapid  advance  in  civili- 
zation which  the  last  few  decades  have  brought  about,  he  can  listen  to  the 
stories  that  men  who  are  still  living  among  us,  and  by  no  means  overbur- 
dened with  years,  can  tell  of  their  boyhood.  The  log  cabin  home  in  the 
clearing,  the  still  ruder  school  house  with  its  rough  seats  made  of  slabs,  its 
limited  range  of  studies  and  its  brief  terms  arranged  on  the  subscription 
plan,  the  routine  of  work  at  home  unrelieved  by  any  of  the  modern  devices 
by  which  machinery  is  made  to  do  in  a short  time  what  formerly  occupied 
the  entire  year — these  and  many  similar  descriptions  will  bring  up  in  sharp 
contrast  the  advantages  of  to-day.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a highly 
respected  citizen  of  Noble  township,  Defiance  county,  has  many  interest- 
ing reminiscences  of  this  sort.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  Defiance  township.  May  26,  1836,  and  in  its  development  and 
prosperity  he  has  borne  an  important  part. 

Thompson  Horsey,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Maryland  about 
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181 1,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Defiance  county,  where  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Matilda  Travis.  They  began  housekeeping  in  Defiance 
township,  and  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  ad- 
vancement. Both  died  in  Defiance  county,  the  father  in  1853,  the  mother 
in  1843.  Our  subject  was  the  only  son  in  their  family  of  five  children, 
and  amid  scenes  of  frontier  life  he  grew  to  manhood,  aiding  in  the  arduous 
task  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into  cultivated  fields.  In  Defiance  county 
he  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Susanna  Hilton,  a native  of  Noble  town- 
ship, that  county,  and  they  have  had  eight  children,  namely:  Walter  and 

Wallace  (twins,  Wallace  being  deceased),  Harriet  (deceased),  William  L., 
Ezra,  Franklin,  Irvin  and  Ernest.  Harriet  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  Of  this  family,  Walter  married  Harriet  Kennedy,  of  Noble  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  and  they  reside  in  Toledo;  William  L.  is  in  North 
Dakota;  Ezra  married  Agnes  Bergmyer,  of  Defiance  township,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  the  city  of  Defiance;  Franklin  wedded  Mabel  Smith, 
of  Defiance,  and  they  reside  in  that  city;  Irvin  married  Edith  Coulp,  of 
Defiance,  and  they  live  in  Toledo. 

Aftei  his  marriage,  Mr.  Horsey  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Noble 
township,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with 
good  buildings.  Throughout  life  his  occupation  has  been  farming,  and  in 
his  chosen  calling  he  has  met  with  excellent  success.  He  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer  of  Noble  township,  but  has  never  cared  for  political  posi- 
tions, preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  in- 
terests. He  is  always  mentioned  as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of  his 
community,  and  on  the  rolls  of  Defiance  county’s  most  honored  pioneers 
his  name  should  be  found  among  the  foremost. 


CORNELIUS  W.  KYLE,  M.  D. 

The  world  has  little  use  for  the  misanthrope.  The  universal  truth  of 
brotherhood  is  widely  recognized,  also  that  he  serves  God  best  who  serves 
his  fellowmen.  There  is  no  profession  or  line  of  business  that  calls  for 
greater  self-sacrifice  or  more  devoted  attention  than  the  medical  profession, 
and  the  successful  physician  is  he  who,  through  love  of  his  fellowmen,  gives 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  relief  of  human  suffering.  Doctor  Kyle,  who  is 
an  able  representative  of  this  noble  calling,  has  for  several  years  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  in  Sherwood,  Defiance  county. 

A native  of  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born  in  Stark  county,  December  1, 
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1838,  a son  of  Peter  Kyle,  a farmer  and  blacksmith  by  occupation.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood.  For  several  years  during  early  life  he 
lived  at  Massillon,  with  his  uncle,  Doctor  A.  Metz,  who  was  for  ten  years 
a professor  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  and  with  him  our  subject  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine.  He  continued  his  researches  along  that  line 
under  direction  of  Doctor  Coombs,  the  present  auditor  of  Defiance  county,  and 
subsequently  attended  medical  lectures  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Since  i860  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Defiance  county. 

During  the  Civil  war  Doctor  Kyle  manifested  his  patriotism  by  enlist- 
ing in  September,  1861,  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, but  after  serving  for  seven  months  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  However,  he  afterward  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Com- 
pany I,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  later  detailed  as  hospital  stew- 
ard at  Washington,  D.  C.,  serving  in  that  capacity  some  sixteen  months. 
He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  June,  1871,  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Defiance  county,  locating  in  Sherwood  about  1880.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  community,  and  in  the  village  and  vicinity 
has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a representative  of  the 
‘"old  school.” 

In  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Doctor  Kyle  married  Miss  Marietta  Smith, 
a native  of  that  county,  born  December  6,  1842,  by  whom  he  has  two  child- 
ren: Alma,  now  the  wife  of  Johnson  Miller  (they  have  one  daughter, 

Ethel)  ; and  Homer,  telegraph  operator  and  train  dispatcher  at  Van  Wert, 
Ohio.  He  married  Beatrice  Miller,  of  Sherwood,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Fern. 

Mrs.  Kyle,  wife  of  Doctor  Kyle,  is  a daughter  of  William  T.  and  Cath- 
erine Ann  (Boucher)  Smith,  the  father  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  mother 
of  Ohio,  in  which  latter  State  they  were  married.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  them — five  sons  and  three  daughters — of  whom  are  deceased  four  sons, 
the  survivor  being  John  B.  Smith,  of  Alvada,  Ohio.  The  daughters  are : 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Amos  Mohler,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio),  Marietta  (Mrs.  Kyle), 
and  Sevilla  A.  (Mrs.  J.  A.  Boley,  of  Upper  Sandusky).  Mrs.  Kyle  opened 
the  first  milinery  store  in  Sherwood,  and  has  been  in  the  business  since  1884. 
She  is  a member  of  Tbe  Temple  Church,  and  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps, 
No.  282. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Kyle  have  a nice  home  in  Sherwood,  where  hospi- 
tality reigns  supreme.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  Hancock  Post. 
No.  579,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  past  commander,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
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Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  societies.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  giving  his  support  to  all  enterprises  which 
he  believes  will  advance  its  educational  or  moral  interests.  Wherever  he 
goes  he  wins  friends  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  being  able  to  retain  them. 


REV.  FATHER  JOSEPH  PETER  GLODEN. 

Father  Gloden,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangel- 
ist, at  Defiance,  commonly  called  the  German  Catholic  Church,  has  gained, 
during  his  comparatively  brief  stay  in  that  city,  a high  place  in  the  regard 
of  its  best  citizens.  Coming  with  an  enviable  record  of  effective  work  as  a 
pastor  at  other  points  in  the  diocese,  he  has  added  new  laurels  to  his  repu- 
tation by  his  able  administration,  which  has  resulted  not  only  in  substan- 
tial improvement  to  the  church  property,  but  in  the  deepening  of  the  spirit- 
ual life  of  his  people. 

Father  Gloden  was  born  in  the  village  of  Remerschen,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  Germany,  January  12,  1842,  a son  of  Nicholas  Gloden 
and  his  wife,  Susan  (Klein).  His  father  being  a prosperous  agricultur- 
ist, the  best  educational  facilities  which  the  locality  afforded  were  secured 
for  the  talented  boy.  Until  the  age  of  eleven  he  attended  the  schools  of 
his  native  village,  and  he  then  entered  the  college  at  Luxemburg,  where  he 
spent  a year  and  a half.  During  the  next  seven  years  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  classical  seminary  at  Metz,  France,  philosophy  being  made  a specialty. 
On  leaving  this  institution  in  1867  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  took 
the  course  in  theology  in  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  on 
September  30,  1869,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  he  was  appointed  assistant  pastor  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  at  Cleve- 
land, and  held  that  post  until  May  28,  1870,  when,  owing  to  ill  health, 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  for  a year.  The  Franco-German  war  was  at 
its  height  during  his  visit,  and  the  Gloden  farm  being  only  fifteen  miles  from 
Metz,  the  sound  of  the  cannonading  could  be  heard  there  during  the  progress 
of  the  memorable  engagement  at  Metz.  In  July,  1871,  Father  Gloden  re- 
turned to  this  country  and  took  charge  of  St.  Nicholas  Church  at  Ber- 
wick, Ohio,  remaining  there  until  May  26,  1886.  During  this  interval  he 
built  a brick  school  building  for  the  Berwick  parish,  and  a church  at  Carey, 
Ohio,  where  there  was  a small  congregation,  of  which  he  also  had  charge. 
On  leaving  Berwick  he  went  to  Fostoria  as  pastor  of  St.  Wendolin’s  Church, 
and  here  under  his  energetic  management  the  church  was  remodeled  and 
enlarged,  and  a brick  school  house  erected,  thirty-five  by  sixty  feet.  His 
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health  again  became  impaired,  and  a change  being  deemed  advisable  he  was 
transferred,  on  March  19,  1891,  to  the  pastoral  oversight  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church  at  Randolph,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  during  the  summer. 

On  November  1,  1891,  Father  Gloden  received  his  appointment  to 
his  present  charge  at  Defiance,  and  with  characteristic  energy  he  has  worked 
to  strengthen  and  enlarge  the  influence  of  the  church,  his  labors  being 
crowned  with  success.  One  phase  of  his  work  was  the  erection  of  a new 
church  edifice,  which  was  begun  in  1894  and  completed  in  1896  at  a cost 
of  nearly  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  by  fifty- 
three  feet,  built  of  brick  in  Romanesque  style,  and  has  a seating  capacity 
of  seven  hundred  on  the  lower  floor,  with  a gallery  accommodating  one 
hundred.  The  church  property  occupies  a whole  block,  the  parish  school, 
which  averages  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  pupils,  being  also  located 
there,  and  the  new  church  stands  on  the  corner  where  Jackson  and  Fourth 
streets  meet.  Its  dedication,  September  13,  1896,  was  the  occasion  of 
great  rejoicing,  and  Bishop  Horstman,  of  Cleveland,  was  present  to  aid 
in  the  imposing  ceremonials. 


REV.  WILLIAM  L.  FISCHER. 

Lives  devoted  to  high  ideals  produce  an  effect  far  beyond  all  outward 
indications,  for  throughout  the  intricate  and  wide-spread  ramifications  of 
association  the  silent  yet  potent  influence  of  a Christian  character  exerts  its 
persuasive  power.  The  work  and  influence  of  this  well-known  clergyman, 
who  has  been  for  a number  of  years  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  at  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  is  an  acknowledged  force  for  good, 
and  it  is  most  appropriate  that  a record  of  his  life  should  be  preserved  in 
this  volume  in  order  that  the  descendants  of  those  to  whom  he  ministered  so 
faithfully  may  honor  his  name. 

Mr.  Fischer  was  born  May  10,  1842,  in  Berleburg,  Westphalia,  Prussia, 
a son  of  Christian  and  Eliza  (Ritter)  Fischer.  The  father,  who  held  a 
high  public  office,  died  in  that  town  in  the  fall  of  1869,  the  mother  not  long 
surviving,  as  her  death  occurred  in  Germany  in  the  spring  of  1874.  Our 
subject  was  the  sixth  in  a family  of  twelve  children.  The  first  fourteen  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  his  native  town ; he  then  entered  Giesen  Gymnasium, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1863,  and  in  1864  he  came  to  America  to  make 
his  home,  landing  in  Baltimore  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  After  passing  a 
few  months  in  that  city  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a private  tutor  until  1869.  The  year  1870  he  spent  in  study  in  the  theo- 
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logical  department  of  the  Capitol  University,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  in 
1872  he  was  ordained  as  a minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  first  charge 
was  at  Milan,  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  but  in  1876  he  removed  from  that 
place  to  Cape  Girardeau  county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  until  1880. 
He  was  then  called  to  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  four  years,  and 
in  1884  he  located  at  Napoleon.  In  addition  to  the  care  of  the  congrega- 
tion there  he  has  charge  of  the  Churches  in  Freedom  and  Flat  Rock  town- 
ships, his  parish  comprising  in  all  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  families,  and 
his  ministry  has  been  notably  successful. 

On  October  28,  1872,  Reverend  Fischer  was  married  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  Barth,  who  was  born  in  that  city  May  16,  1852.  She 
passed  to  the  unseen  life  February  22,  1877,  during  his  residence  in  Mis- 
souri, and  on  August  28,  1878,  he  was  married  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  to 
Miss  Caroline  Eissler,  a native  of  New  York  City,  born  September  19,  1857. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  children:  Augusta,  Lydia  (who  died  in 

infancy).  By  his  second  union  he  has  had  five  children:  Paul  G.,  Martha 

L,  Adolph  H.,  Theodore  W.,  and  Oscar  M. 


GEORGE  TRACHT. 

This  gentleman  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
which  is  pleasantly  located  in  Section  23,  Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county. 
The  well-tilled  fields  and  excellent  buildings,  including  a handsome  residence, 
testify  to  the  industrious  habits  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  proprietor.  He 
is  a man  of  sound  judgment  and  intelligence,  and  is  well  worthy  of  representa- 
tion in  a work  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Tracht  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Crawford  county,  September  18, 
1847.  His  father,  Peter  Tracht,  was  born  March  8,  1802,  in  Germany,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Heist,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  country  July  2,  1808.  In  1832  they  emigrated  to  the  New  World, 
the  voyage  occupying  eighty-two  days.  The  vessel  struck  on  a rock,  and  the 
passengers  and  crew  had  to  be  landed  by  means  of  lifeboats.  For  the  first 
two  years  after  their  arrival  they  lived  in  Maryland,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
they  removed  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
November,  1864,  and  then  came  to  Defiance  county,  locating  in  Hicksville 
township,  where  the  father  died  February  28,  1898,  an  honored  and  highly 
respected  citizen.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1883. 

Of  their  children,  Elizabeth  married  Peter  Tracht,  and  died  in  Craw- 
ford county;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  William  Beck,  of  Morrow  county,  Ohio; 
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Margaret  wedded  George  Roztnan,  and  died  in  Hicksville  township,  Defiance 
county;  Michael  and  John  are  the  next  of  the  family;  Eli  died  in  Hicks- 
ville township  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years ; Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Farnsworth,  of  Hicksville;  Agnes  lives  at  the  homestead;  Caroline  is  the  wife 
of  Peter  Huffman,  of  Milford  township,  Defiance  county;  George  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Maxwell,  of  Hicksville 
township. 

The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  George  Tracht  spent  in  his  native 
county,  and  then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Defiance 
county,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  1870,  when  he  went  to  Taze- 
well county,  Illinois.  After  working  upon  a farm  there  for  five  months  he 
went  to  Brown  county,  Kansas,  where  he  was  similarly  employed  some  fifteen 
months,  returning  to  his  father’s  home  in  Hicksville  township,  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  and  remaining  there  until  his  marriage. 

In  Hicksville  township,  September  17,  1874,  Mr.  Tracht  wedded  Miss 
Matilda  Hofmeister,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  February  25, 
1854.  Her  father,  Jacob  Hofmeister,  was  a native  of  Germany,  born  July 
12,  1814,  and  in  that  country  married  Miss  Fredricka  Schwarz,  who  was  born 
there  August  30,  1822.  In  1852  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  com- 
ing to  Defiance  county  in  1861.  Here  they  made  their  home  in  Hicksville 
township,  where  the  mother  died  February  8,  1886.  Their  children  were 
Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  M.  Collins;  Fredricka,  wife  of  A.  Dierstein;  John, 
who  died  in  Hicksville  township  when  nearly  twenty  years  of  age;  Jacob; 
Paulina,  wife  of  Edward  Tracht;  Matilda,  wife  of  our  subject;  Marietta,  wife 
of  A.  Weber,  of  Hicksville  township;  and  William.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracht 
have  been  born  ten  children,  namely:  Lillie  M.,  Elmer  R.,  Oscar  J.,  Charley 
W.,  Olke  P.,  Harold  H.,  Claren  E.,  Alice  E.,  Floyd  A.  and  George  E.  All 
are  still  living  with  the  exception  of  Alice  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months;  and  George  E.,  who  died  when  eighteen  months  old. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Tracht  continued  to  live  on  his 
father’s  old  homestead,  and  then  removed  to  a farm  in  Section  13,  Hicksville 
township,  residing  there  until  he  located  upon  his  present  place  in  1893.  For 
one  term  he  served  as  township  trustee,  and  for  twelve  years  he  has  been  a 
capable  and  prominent  member  of  the  school  board.  Politically  he  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously  has  been  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  since  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  His  wife  belongs  to 
the  same  Church,  and  in  the  social  circles  of  the  community  they  and  their 
family  occupy  an  enviable  position.  As  a public-spirited,  enterprising  man, 
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Mr.  Tracht  is  recognized  as  a valued  citizen  of  Hicksville  township.  In  1893 
he  erected  his  elegant  and  comfortable  residence,  and  in  1896  built  his  barn, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  commodious  in  the  county. 


R.  F.  LAMSON,  M.  D. 

Doctor  Lamson  has  for  nearly  a third  of  a century  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Williams  county. 
He  is  at  present  residing  upon  his  farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  but  ex- 
pects in  the  near  future  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  remove  to  the 
city  of  Bryan,  where  he  owns  a pleasant  residence. 

Doctor  Lamson  was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1838, 
a son  of  Andrew  and  Clarinda  (Hughes)  Lamson.  The  Lamson  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  its  first  representatives  in  this  country  located  in 
Vermont.  Richard  Lamson,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a pioneer  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  which  he  rep- 
resented two  terms  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  one  of  the  influential 
members  and  a leader  in  the  Whig  party,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  in 
several  local  offices.  He  married  a Miss  Morgan,  whose  ancestors  were 
also  from  England,  and  were  early  settlers  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  Andrew  Lamson,  the  Doctor’s  father, 
was  employed  as  a saddler  and  harness  maker ; in  politics  he  was  first  a Whig, 
later  a Republican,  and  after  the  war  he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  in  1896 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Williams  county  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-one. 

Mrs.  Clarinda  Lamson,  who  is  still  living  in  Bryan,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  is  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Lavina  (Davis)  Hughes,  the  former 
a native  of  Virginia,  the  latter  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Elias  Hughes.  Her  father  was  reared  in  Virginia,  and  early 
in  life  became  an  avowed  enemy  of  the  red  men,  as  his  father,  brother  and 
sweetheart  were  all  killed  by  the  Indians.  So  deep  was  his  hatred  that  he 
was  willing  at  all  times  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  country  to  aid  the  white 
men  in  the  Indian  wars,  and  followed  the  frontier  in  hope  of  revenge.  He 
became  a noted  Indian  fighter,  and  was  the  last  survivor  of  -the  battle  of 
Point  Pleasant,  his  death  occurring  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  when  he  had 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  During  the  early  days 
when  Ohio  still  maintained  her  militia  companies,  he  became  quite  promi- 
nent in  military  circles,  and  was  commissioned  colonel  of  a regiment ; and 
during  the  Civil  war,  although  then  eighty  years  of  age,  he  shouldered  his 
squirrel  gun  and  joined  the  troops  which  checked  John  Morgan's  raid  through 
Indiana  and  Ohio. 
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In  the  common  schools  of  Utica,  Ohio,  Doctor  Lamson  commenced 
his  literary  education,  later  attended  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware, 
this  State,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  teaching  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  funds  with  which  to  complete  his  education.  He  successfully  taught 
for  a number  of  years,  then  fitted  himself  for  the  legal  profession,  but  finally 
decided  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  make  its  practice  his  life  work. 
He  began  reading  with  Doctor  J.  H.  Madden,  and  in  the  winter  of  1 860-61 
attended  a course  of  medical  lectures.  In  the  following  year,  however,  he 
laid  aside  all  personal  interest,  enlisting  in  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  for  two  years  he  served  with  the  army  of  the  Cumberland, 
taking  part  in  several  important  battles  and  the  sieges  of  Fort  Donelson  and 
Vicksburg.  Owing  to  ill  health  he  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  that  time 
and  returned  home,  but  when  somewhat  recovered,  he  entered  the  United 
States  Military  Railroad  service  in  the  South.  After  serving  in  that  de- 
partment for  some  time,  his  health  again  broke  down,  and  for  almost  a year 
he  was  confined  in  a hospital  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  being  there  at  the  time 
of  Lee’s  surrender. 

In  1861,  previous  to  entering  the  army.  Doctor  Lamson  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wanzor,  who  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  May  10, 
1841,  a daughter  of  Ransford  and  Elizabeth  (Burt)  Wanzor,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York  and  of  German  descent,  the  latter  of  South  Carolina 
and  of  Welsh  extraction.  Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
moved  to  Michigan  later  in  life,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  while  his  wife  was  a 
Baptist  in  religious  belief.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  namely : 
Charles,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Kansas ; Mrs.  Eunice  McCart,  whose 
husband  was  a colonel  in  the  Civil  war;  Mrs.  Abigail  Hartzel ; John  C.,  an 
engineer  residing  in  Chicago;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Mary  Bar- 
ton ; Ransford,  a farmer  of  Kansas ; and  Sarah,  who  died  unmarried.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  one  child:  Maud,  who  was  born  in  1868,  and 

is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Anderson,  of  Chicago. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Doctor  Lamson  located  in  Bryan,  where  his 
father’s  family  and  his  wife  had  removed  in  the  winter  of  1865-66,  and 
after  teaching  for  a short  time  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Williams  county,  in  1866.  Here  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the  best  people  of  the  com- 
munity and  succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  In  1876 
he  entered  the  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  Cincinnati,  and  after  his 
graduation  resumed  practice  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  remained 
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until  1888.  During  the  following  six  years  he  successfully  engaged  in 
practice  in  Bryan,  but  in  1894  he  returned  to  Bridgewater  to  look  after  his 
farm  and  landed  interests  here.  Many  of  his  old  patrons  have  again  sought 
his  services,  but  he  is  now  planning  to  retire  permanently  to  his  pleasant 
home  in  Bryan,  where  after  a useful  and  well-spent  life  he  may  enjoy  the 
rest  which  he  so  well  deserves.  He  is  a strong  adherent  of  Democratic 
principles,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  party  in  Bridgewater  township, 
and  during  President  Cleveland’s  first  administration  was  appointed  pen- 
sion examiner.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  his  lodge,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Uniformed  rank 
of  that  order.  In  religious  faith  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Wherever  known  they  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  have  a wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  Williams  county. 


STANTON  E.  MILLER,  M.  D. 

This  successful  physician  and  surgeon  of  Florida,  Henry  county,  has 
been  in  active  practice  in  that  locality  for  about  ten  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  established  a high  reputation  for  professional  knowledge  and 
skill. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Doctor  Miller  was  born  in  York  township,  Fulton 
county,  February  28,  1862,  and  bis  family  is  entitled  to  pioneer  honors.  His 
grandfather,  John  S.  Miller,  was  born  near  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  whence 
when  a young  man  he  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Seneca  county,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a mechanic.  About  1835  he  settled  in  Henry 
county  upon  a tract  of  unimproved  land,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  for 
a homestead.  In  1832  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Wright,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  now  reside  at  Liberty  Center,  Ohio.  This 
worthy  couple  had  six  children : Charles,  George,  Emeline,  Warren,  Eli, 

and  James.  The  father  died  November  10,  1897,  at  Liberty  Center. 

Rev.  George  Miller,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at  Republic,  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  in  1834,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a prominent  minister  in 
the  Christian  Union  Church.  At  present  he  resides  at  Liberty  Center,  and 
much  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ellen  C.  Leist,  was  born  near  C.ircleville,  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
and  died  in  Fulton  county  June  7,  1897.  Their  children  were  Mary,  Stan- 
ton E.,  Homer  H.,  Lucy  M.,  Charles  E.,  Jay  H.,  and  Blanche  A. 

Doctor  Miller  had  the  advantage  of  a wholesome  country  life  during 
his  boyhood,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Liberty,  where  he 
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completed  a course  in  the  high  school,  and  at  Fayette,  Ohio,  in  the  normal 
school.  He  then  began  his  preparation  for  a professional  career  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, at  Chicago,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1887.  He 
immediately  engaged  in  practice  at  Florida,  opening  his  office  in  April.  1887, 
and  from  the  first  his  abilities  have  met  with  gratifying  recognition.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  popular,  and  he  is  identified  with  various  organizations,  including 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  National  Union. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Liberty  Center,  to  Miss  Alma  A.  Babcock, 
who  died  in  Florida,  January  24,  1888,  and  their  only  child  died  during 
infancy.  On  October  2.  1890,  the  Doctor  formed  a second  matrimonial  union, 
this  time  with  Miss  Effie  S.  Kemmer,  daughter  of  Peter  Kemmer,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Florida.  John  S.  Miller,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
sat  on  the  first  jury  empanelled  in  Henry  county. 


PROF.  JOSEPH  F.  KINSTLE. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  successful  educators  of  Henry  county  is  the 
subject  of  these  lines,  who  is  residing  in  Section  25,  Pleasant  township.  He 
was  born  in  that  township,  June  24,  1865,  and  throughout  his  active  business 
life  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  educational  interests. 

Frederick  Kinstle,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
September  5,  1819,  and  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  married  Miss  Margaret  Okuly, 
also  a native  of  Germany,  born  on  the  River  Rhine,  August  31,  1833.  They 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Cleveland,  but  in  1855  became  residents  of  Pleas- 
ant township,  Henry  county,  where  the  father  died  May  1,  1890.  In  his  family 
were  the  following  children:  Mary,  Louisa,  Wendel,  Frederick,  Lizzie,  John, 
Joseph  F.,  Albert  and  Michael. 

Professor  Kinstle  was  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys, 
and  in  the  common  schools  near  his  home  he  began  his  education,  which  was 
supplemented  with  a course  in  the  Normal  School  at  Danville,  Indiana,  and 
also  the  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio.  After  successfully  teaching  for  a few 
years,  he  entered  Pio  Nono  College  at  St.  Francis,  Wisconsin,  near  Mil- 
waukee, where  he  pursued  both  his  literary  and  musical  studies,  graduating 
from  that  institution  in  1892.  On  his  return  home  he  resumed  teaching  in  the 
South  Ridge  special  district  in  Pleasant  township,  of  which  he  has  since  had 
charge  together  with  the  other  schools  of  the  township.  He  is  a gentleman 
of  scholarly  tastes,  and  has  the  power  of  readily  imparting  to  others  the 
knowledge  that  he  has  acquired. 
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Since  casting  his  iirst  Presidential  ballot  Professor  Ivinstle  has  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  a leading  part 
in  political  matters  in  his  locality.  Since  the  spring  of  1894  he  has  capably 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  township  clerk  since 
September,  1895,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  Religiously,  he  is  a devout  Catholic.  As  a teacher  he  has  but 
few  equals  in  the  county,  and  as  a citizen  he  commands  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


HON.  DENNIS  D.  DONOVAN. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  throughout  this 
section  of  the  State  than  Dennis  D.  Donovan,  the  present  popular  mayor  of 
Deshler,  Henry  county.  He  is  public-spirited  and  thoroughly  interested  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  since  attaining 
his  majority  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Donovan  is  a native  of  Henry  county,  born  near  Texas,  January  31, 
1859,  a son  of  the  late  John  Donovan,  who  died  in  Deshler,  May  23,  1897. 
His  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  (Hannan)  Donovan,  is  still  living.  Upon  his 
father’s  farm  our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  until  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Valparaiso  (Indiana)  Normal  School, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  several  terms,  in  the  meantime  teaching 
school  to  some  extent.  While  at  Valparaiso  he  began  the  study  of  law, 
which  he  continued  for  some  time  in  the  office  of  Hon.  G.  H.  Barger,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  entered  the  law  department  of  the  George- 
town University,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  graduated  in  1895. 

Previously  Mr.  Donovan  had  become  greatly  interested  in  local  politics, 
and  his  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  elected  him  to  the 
Ohio  Legislature  in  1887,  and  again  in  1889.  So  acceptably  did  he  serve 
in  that  body,  that  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Sixth 
Congressional  District  in  Congress,  and  two  years  later  was  re-elected,  this 
time  representing  the  Fifth  District.  Here  in  the  councils  of  the  State  and 
Nation  was  the  first  great  opportunity  that  had  come  to  him  to  exercise  to 
their  umost  the  marvelous  abilities  with  which  nature  had  endowed  him.  He 
is  a born  leader  of  men,  and  in  those  august  bodies  his  qualities  were  quickly 
recognized.  The  measures  which  he  advocated  always  met  with  warm  and 
cordial  support,  and  he  proved  a most  able  and  efficient  representative  of  his 
district. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  Congress,  Mr.  Donovan  had  engaged  in  various 
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business  enterprises,  but  now  gives  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  practice 
of  law.  Since  1882  he  has  been  a resident  of  Deshler,  and  has  been  a leading- 
spirit  in  all  local  affairs.  In  the  spring  of  1896  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
town,  and  while  serving  in  that  capacity  he  has  greatly  advanced  its  interests, 
the  reins  of  city  government  having  never  been  in  more  capable  hands. 

In  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Mr.  Donovan  was  married  in  December,  1891, 
to  Miss  Genevra  Wattimire,  only  daughter  of  J.  C.  Wattimire,  of  Deshler. 


HERMAN  H.  HUBER. 

“The  authentic  picture  of  any  human  being’s  life  and  experience,”  says 
a well-known  author,  “ought  to  possess  an  interest  greatly  beyond  that  which 
is  fictitious,  inasmuch  as  it  has  the  charm  of  reality.”  The  varied  histories 
recorded  in  this  volume  will  be  of  lasting  value  as  affording  a true  and  im- 
partial view  of  the  men  whose  work  and  influence  wrought  out  the  high  state 
of  civilization  which  we  see  around  us  to-day,  and  among  these  it  is  most 
fitting  that  we  should  name  the  worthy  agriculturists  who  have  made  our  rural 
districts  habitable,  establishing  homes,  churches  and  schools,  and  maintained 
law  and  order. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Mark  township.  De- 
fiance county,  was  born  in  that  county,  in  Farmer  township,  July  22,  1853, 
a son  of  Anthony  and  Frances  (Feghter)  Huber,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Germany.  They  crossed  the  ocean  in  1840,  and  after  spending  one  year 
in  Butler  county,  Ohio,  located  permanently  in  Defiance  county,  securing  a 
farm  in  Section  31,  Farmer  township.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They  had 
eight  children,  viz. : George  H.,  Lewis  C.,  Caroline  T.,  Eliza  (wife  of  Matthias 
Thiel),  Agatha  R.  (wife  of  James  M.  Phillips),  Herman  H.,  Francesca  (who 
died  when  nine  years  old),  and  Anthony  A. 

Mr.  Huber,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  has  never  been 
engaged  in  any  other  occupation.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  March  7,  1878,  in  Defiance,  and  since  that  time  he  has  resided 
at  his  present  homestead  in  Mark  township,  Section  6.  This  is  an  attractive 
place,  containing  eighty-nine  acres,  and  his  buildings  and  other  improvements 
show  judicious  expenditure  of  time  and  means.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  re- 
spected, and  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, being  especially  active  in  educational  affairs.  For  some  time  he  has 
served  as  a school  director,  and  for  three  years  past  he  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Mrs.  Huber,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Isabella  Lash,  was  born  August  1, 
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1857,  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  ten  children, 
seven  of  whom  (one  son  and  six  daughters)  lived  to  mature  age.  Her 
parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Maxwell)  Lash,  were  married  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Florence  township,  Williams 
county;  but  in  the  spring  of  1872  they  removed  to  Hicksville  township,  De- 
fiance county,  where  they  now  reside.  Eight  children  have  blessed  our  sub- 
ject’s home,  four  of  whom — Dessa  M.,  Della  F.,  Grover  G.,  and  Charlie  W. — 
died  in  1890  from  diphtheria.  The  survivors  are:  Ola  E.,  Minnie  Myrtle, 
Gladys  J.,  and  Ruby  Grace. 


GEORGE  RUSSELL. 

In  studying  the  lives  and  characters  of  the  prominent  men  of  any  com- 
munity, we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secret  of  their  success  and 
the  motives  that  prompted  their  action.  Success  is  a question  of  genius,  as 
held  by  many,  but  probably  it  is  rather  a matter  of  experience  and  sound  judg- 
ment, for  when  we  trace  the  career  of  those  who  stand  highest  in  public 
esteem,  we  find  in  nearly  every  case  that  they  are  those  who  have  risen  gradu- 
ally, fighting  their  way  in  the  face  of  all  opposition.  Self-reliance,  conscien- 
tiousness, energy,  honesty — these  are  the  traits  of  character  that  insure  the 
greatest  success,  and  to  these  may  we  attribute  the  success  that  has  crowned 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Russell,  ex-county  auditor  of  Henry  county. 

Born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  April  4,  1850,  our  subject  is  a son  of 
William  and  Eliza  (Taylor)  Russell,  the  former  born  in  Jefferson  countv, 
Ohio,  April  14,  1826,  the  latter  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  No- 
vember 8,  1827.  The  father  is  still  living,  but  the  mother  died  in  Findlay, 
Ohio,  April  8,  1895.  In  their  family  were  nine  children:  George,  Martha  J., 
John  W.,  William  T.,  Sarah  C.,  Alfred  E.,  Robert  B.,  Charles,  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  George  Russell  grew  to  manhood,  and  on  leaving 
home  in  1871,  he  located  upon  a farm  in  Blanchard  township,  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1874.  He  then  returned  to  Hancock  county,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1879  we  find  him  a resident  of  Monroe  township,  Henry 
county,  living  upon  the  farm  which  has  since  been  his  home.  In  addition  to 
farming  he  successfully  engaged  in  school  teaching  from  the  fall  of  1868 
until  the  spring  of  1888,  with  the  exception  of  one  winter.  His  fine  farm  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has 
placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  including  a well-appointed  residence. 
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In  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Russell  was  married  August  4,  1870,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Van  Horn,  a native  of  that  county,  where  she  taught  school 
previous  to  her  marriage.  Her  father,  James  M.  Van  Horn,  was  born  in 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  11,  1829,  while  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mary 
(Morehart)  Van  Horn,  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  Both  are  still 
living  and  continue  to  reside  in  Hancock  county.  Their  children  are  Sarah 
E.,  Harriet,  W.  S.,  Martha  J.,  James  F.,  Iro  C.,  Elma  F.,  Melinda  A., 
Abraham  L.  and  Ralph.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell, namely:  Glen  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Arthur  R.,  who 
is  now  a physician  and  surgeon  at  Napoleon,  Ohio;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Charles 
M.  Burr ; Florence,  a teacher  of  Henry  county ; Martha  J. ; Roscoe  G. ; Wil- 
liam J. ; Grove  V.;  Forest  S. ; and  Jessie  R. 

While  faithfully  attending  to  his  private  affairs,  Mr.  Russell  has  never 
neglected  his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  has  taken  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  public  life.  In  1885  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Monroe 
township,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887  was  elected  auditor  of  Henry  county,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  represented  the  Fifth 
District  on  the  State  Republican  Central  Committee  in  1891,  and  the  Sixth 
District  in  the  following  year.  On  February  1,  1891,  he  purchased  the 
“Henry  County  Signal,”  which  he  published  for  four  years,  and  then  sold. 
In  April,  1892,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Napoleon,  but  after  serving 
for  two  years  and  five  months  he  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland  for 
political  reasons,  Mr.  Russell  being  an  uncompromising  Republican.  He  is 
now  a member  of  both  the  Central  and  Executive  Republican  Committees,  and 
does  all  in  his  power  to  insure  the  success  of  his  party  and  advance  its 
interests.  With  his  wife  and  five  children  he  holds  membership  in  the  Church 
of  Christ,  and  is  quite  prominent  in  all  Church  and  Sunday-school  work. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Morrison  R.  Waite  Lodge,  No.  284,  K.  P. 

Doctor  Arthur  R.  Russell,  the  eldest  living  son  of  our  subject,  was 
graduated  in  May,  1898,  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati. 
He  was  married  July  6,  1898,  to  Miss  Sarah  Welsted,  of  Napoleon,  who  for 
four  years  was  a teacher  in  the  Holgate  Union  schools. 


HENRY  C.  LINDERSMITH,  M.  D. 

Doctor  Lindersmith,  though  one  of  the  younger  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Defiance  county,  has  already  attained  eminent  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  calling,  and  is  a popular  physician  of  Sherwood.  Born 
in  Montpelier,  Williams  county,  Ohio,  October  12,  1867,  he  is  a son  of 
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George  W.  and  Frances  (Umbenhour)  Lindersmith,  the  former  of  whom 
is  now  a farmer  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  was  reared  in  Williams  and  Fulton  counties,  and  completed  his  lite- 
rary education  at  the  Fayette  Normal  University  of  Fayette,  Ohio.  In  pre- 
paring for  his  professional  career,  he  attended  the  Detroit  College  of  Medi- 
cine for  two  years,  and  was  afterward  a student  in  the  Barnes  Medical  Col- 
lege of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  for  one  year,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
March,  1894.  Coming  to  Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  he  at  once  opened 
an  office,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  practice,  his  skill  and  ability 
soon  winning  him  recognition. 

Doctor  Lindersmith  was  married  in  Sherwood,  April  14,  1897,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Clark,  a daughter  of  the  late  William  Clark,  of  Mark  township. 
Defiance  county.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Defiance  County  Medical 
Society,  and  also  of  Sherwood  Lodge,  No.  149,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  as  he  is  a strong 
temperance  man. 


DOCTOR  R.  R.  ALWOOD. 

Doctor  R.  R.  Alwood,  medical  practitioner,  Montpelier,  Williams  county, 
Ohio. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN  COULTER. 

Mr.  Coulter,  who  is  manager  and  editor  of  “The  Hicksville  Independ- 
ent,” is  an  enterprising  young  man,  whose  ability  and  energy  are  certain 
to  gain  for  him  a high  rank  in  his  chosen  profession. 

Born  June  7,  1873,  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  Mr.  Coulter  belongs  to  a family 
which  was  identified  with  that  locality  in  the  early  days.  His  father.  Rev. 
William  Coulter,  a well-known  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was 
reared  in  Defiance  county,  and  as  a young  man  spent  over  two  years  in  the 
service  of  the  government  during  the  Civil  war.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle 
he  entered  upon  his  theological  studies,  and  he  has  preached  the  Gospel  ac- 
ceptably in  various  places,  being  now  the  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Sanilac 
Center,  Michigan.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Kate  Rosensteel,  is 
a native  of  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  resided  at  home  during  his  boyhood,  and  about  ten  years 
of  his  life  have  been  spent  in  Michigan.  He  was  educated  mainly  in  the 
schools  of  Hesperia,  in  that  State,  and  Waterman,  Illinois,  where  he  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school.  On  completing  his  course  there,  he  taught  for 
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one  year,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  connected  with  the  newspaper  business, 
in  which  he  has  shown  marked  ability.  While  in  Hesperia  he  began  to  learn 
the  details  of  the  printer’s  art,  and  for  one  year  he  was  in  partnership  with 
his  father  as  publisher  of  “The  Hesperia  Herald.”  In  1892  he  located  at 
Hicksville,  and  in  company  with  his  father  took  a half  interest  in  “The  In- 
dependent." On  his  father’s  removal  from  the  place  in  1895,  Mr.  Coulter 
became  a half  owner  in  the  enterprise,  with  his  uncle,  James  E.  Coulter, 
Escp,  as  his  partner.  The  paper  is  an  eight-column  folio,  published  weekly, 
and  has  a circulation  of  nine  hundred.  It  supports  the  principles  and  pol- 
icy of  the  Republican  party,  and  its  columns  are  always  open  to  the  discus- 
sion and  promotion  of  any  progressive  movement. 


HON.  JOHN  VOGT. 

There  is  no  element  which  has  entered  into  our  composite  national  fabric 
which  has  been  of  more  practical  strength,  value  and  utility  than  that  fur- 
nished by  the  sturdy,  persevering  and  honorable  sons  of  Germany,  and  in  the 
progress  of  our  Union  this  element  has  played  no  unimportant  part.  Intensely 
practical,  and  ever  having  a clear  comprehension  of  the  ethics  of  life,  the  Ger- 
man contingent  has  wielded  a powerful  influence,  and  this  service  cannot  be 
held  in  light  estimation  by  those  who  appreciate  true  civilization  and  true  ad- 
vancement. Among  the  German- American  citizens  of  Henry  county,  none 
stand  higher  than  Mr.  Vogt,  of  Deshler. 

Born  in  Hesse-Darmstaclt,  Germany,  May  1,  1853,  our  subject  was  a 
small  child  when  brought  by  his  parents,  John  and  Catherine  Vogt,  to  this 
country,  landing  July  4,  1857.  They  located  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  the  lad 
was  reared  and  educated,  receiving  also  a good  practical  business  training.  In 
that  city  he  learned  the  trade  of  a file  cutter,  but  on  coming  to  Deshler,  in 
1871,  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  engaged  for  three  and 
one-half  years.  In  1874  he  opened  a general  store,  which  he  conducted  until 
[894,  when  he  sold  out  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  life-insurance 
business. 

Mr.  Vogt  has  always  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Deshler  for  many  years, 
president  of  the  board  for  some  time,  and  treasurer  of  Bartlow  township  some 
nine  years.  So  faithfully  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  these  offices  that  his 
fellow  citizens  could  not  fail  to  recognize  his  fitness  for  more  responsible 
positions,  and  in  the  fall  of  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  State  Senate,  where 
he  served  with  distinction,  and  his  efforts  were  duly  appreciated  by  his  con- 
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stituents.  He  is  a progressive  man,  pre-eminently  public-spirited,  and  all  that 
pertains  to  the  public  welfare  receives  his  hearty  endorsement.  Socially  he 
is  a Knight  Templar,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  March, 
1S98,  Mr.  Vogt  was  appointed,  by  President  McKinley,  to  the  office  of  post- 
master at  Deshler,  and  assumed  the  duties  thereof  April  15,  1898.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  he  conducts  a life-insurance  business,  representing  the  “New  York 
Life.” 


JOHN  MILTON  KILLITS. 

Mr.  Killits,  who  is  prosecuting  attorney  for  Williams  county,  is  one  of 
the  most  talented  lawyers  of  this  section,  and  his  success  in  his  difficult  and 
responsible  position  and  in  general  practice  furnishes  convincing  evidence  of 
his  ability.  His  preparation  for  his  work  was  thorough,  and  his  keen  and 
active  intellect  enables  him  to  grasp  the  most  abstruse  legal  principles,  and 
to  apply  them  effectively  to  the  complicated  problems  that  come  under  his 
notice.  His  gifts  as  a speaker  are  of  a high  order,  making  his  presentation 
of  a case  both  forceful  and  pleasing,  and  his  many  friends  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  a bright  future  for  him. 

The  Killits  family  is  of  German  origin,  the  name  having  formerly  been 
spelled  Killitz,  and  for  many  generations  our  subject’s  ancestors  made  their 
home  near  Hamburg,  North  Germany.  In  1805  his  grandfather,  John 
Killitz,  then  a young  man,  came  to  America  and  located  at  Womelsdorf,  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married,  and  established  his  permanent  home. 
He  prospered  in  business,  and  was  also  prominent  in  public  affairs,  being 
especially  well  known  for  his  able  service  as  “State  armorer”  for  the  entire 
militia  of  Pennsylvania.  This  position  he  held  for  many  years  previous  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1847  from  violence,  his  murderer  robbing  him 
and  throwing  his  lifeless  body  into  the  Susquehanna  river,  from  which  it 
was  not  recovered  for  some  time.  His  widow  died  in  1849,  an(f  f^ie  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Womelsdorf.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject’s  father,  Andrew  Welser  Killits,  was  the  youngest. 
The  other  children  were  as  follows:  Frederick,  married  Margaret  Arnold; 

Eliza,  married  Frederick  Clous,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania;  Charles;  Henry; 
Levi ; and  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Bash,  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania. 

Andrew  Welser  Killits,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1836  in 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended  school  in  early  boyhood 
and  later  found  employment  in  a cigar  factory.  In  1855,  when  about  nine- 
teen years  old,  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Lithopolis,  Fairfield  county, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a dry-goods  store  until  1861.  During  this  time 
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he  was  married  at  Lithopolis  to  Miss  Clarissa  Crumley,  and  in  1861  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Findlay,  Hancock  county,  where  for  a time  he 
clerked  in  a dry-goods  store.  In  1862  he  removed  to  Kalida,  then  the 
county  seat  of  Putnam  county,  and  established  a dry-goods  business  on  his 
own  account,  but  in  1867  he  settled  at  Bryan  and  engaged  in  a similar  en- 
terprise which  he  conducted  successfully  for  fourteen  years.  He  then  re- 
tired from  mercantile  life  and  engaged  in  agricultural  work,  continuing  for 
about  nine  years;  but  in  1890  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  again  became  in- 
terested actively  in  business.  As  he  had  always  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  Republican  principles  and  had  been  a valued  adviser  of  the  local  organi- 
zation wherever  he  had  resided,  he  naturally  took  an  active  interest  in  par- 
tisan work  in  his  new  home  in  Illinois.  His  business  relations  threw  him 
into  companionship  with  many  prominent  Republicans  of  that  State,  who 
quickly  recognized  his  superior  executive  ability,  and  in  1896  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Illinois  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  a po- 
sition which  he  resigned  after  a year  to  go  into  business. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  five  sons,  the  others  being:  Charles  C., 

Miner  L.,  George  H.,  and  Arthur  C.,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Chicago. 

■The  Crumley  family  originated  in  South  Germany,  the  ancestral  home 
being  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg.  At  an  early  date  members  of  the 
family,  including  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  Killits,  came  to 
America  and  became  pioneer  settlers  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  while  their 
descendants  moved  gradually  west  as  the  frontier  line  was  pushed  in  that 
direction  by  the  advancing  tide  of  civilization,  many  of  them  locating  in 
central  and  western  Pennsylvania.  They  were  chiefly  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture and  Mrs.  Killits’  father,  the  late  Daniel  Crumley,  was  a well-to-do  far- 
mer in  Fairfield  county,  this  State,  where  he  was  also  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  was  married  in 
Fairfield  county,  in  1827,  to  Miss  Jane  Betser,  and  both  died  there  some  years 
ago.  Of  their  fourteen  children  only  five  lived  to  adult  age,  viz. : Israel, 

who  married  Celia  Baugher;  Clarissa,  our  subject’s  mother;  Martha,  wife 
of  C.  J.  Arnold;  Emma,  wife  of  William  Stahlsmith,  and  Miner,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Lillie  Ballentine. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  7,  1858,  at  Lithopolis,  Ohio,  and  his 
elementary  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  the  various 
localities  in  which  his  parents  resided  during  his  boyhood.  He  has  always 
been  an  earnest  student,  making  the  most  of  every  opportunity  for  advance- 
ment, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Ober- 
lin  College.  In  1876  he  matriculated  at  Williams  College,  Williamstown, 
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Massachusetts,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1880  with  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
ranking  among  the  best  in  the  class.  In  the  same  year  lie  went 
to  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  to  engage  in  journalism,  purchasing  the  plant  of  “The 
Red  Oak  Express,"  a daily  and  weekly  newspaper  of  Republican  proclivi- 
ties. In  this  venture  he  succeeded,  but  his  strong  inclination  toward  the 
legal  profession  led  him  to  return  to  Bryan  in  1883  in  order  to  begin  his 
studies  under  the  direction  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Pratt  & Bentley  (the 
latter  being  lately  Judge  Bentley  of  the  Ohio  Circuit  Bench).  In  March, 
1884,  Mr.  Killits  was  appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the  War  Department  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  this  position  he  held  until  October  31,  1887,  when 
he  resigned.  Washington  offered  special  advantages  to  a student  of  law, 
and  on  going  there  he  lost  no  time  in  entering  upon  a course  in  the  Columbia 
University  Law  School,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1885. 
Not  content  with  this  he  took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  same  institu- 
tion, preparing  himself  for  the  higher  branches  of  the  profession.  In  1886 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  District,  and  in  December,  1887,  having 
returned  to  Ohio,  he  was  admitted  at  Columbus,  to  practice  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  State. 

On  February  1,  1888,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Bryan, 
where  he  has  steadily  made  his  way  upward,  gaining  a large  and  lucrative 
business.  He  has  never  ceased  to  be  a student,  his  professional  reading  cov- 
ering an  unusually  wide  range,  and  no  task  seems  too  arduous  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  chosen  calling.  In  1892  he  was  nominated,  by  the  Republicans 
of  Williams  county,  for  the  position  of  prosecuting  attorney,  and  was  elected 
by  a majority  of  only  fifty-one  votes;  but  so  acceptably  did  he  perform  the 
duties  of  the  office  during  his  first  term  that  on  his  re-nomination  in  1895 
he  was  chosen  by  a majority  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
votes.  His  administration  has  been  marked  by  some  important  cases  which 
were  prosecuted  by  him  against  a formidable  array  of  legal  talent,  including 
the  best  lawyers  of  northwestern  Ohio,  but  he  has  always  succeeded  in  en- 
forcing the  demands  of  justice.  One  of  the  most  notable  of  these  cases 
was  that  of  the  State  vs.  Plummer,  in  which  he  secured  a verdict  of  murder 
in  the  second  degree ; and  another  was  that  of  the  State  against  Elkins,  for 
the  murder  of  Arthur  Brown,  in  which  a similar  verdict  was  obtained  after 
a trial  lasting  twenty-two  days  and  requiring  the  examination  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  witnesses.  In  all  his  dealings  Mr.  Killits  has  shown 
a high  sense  of  honor,  and  this,  united  with  a most  courteous  and  pleas- 
ing address,  has  brought  him  an  enviable  popularity.  He  is  connected  with 
various  social  orders,  being  an  active  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  of  the 
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Masonic  fraternity,  being  high  priest  of  Northwest  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  at 
Bryan. 

In  1887  Mr.  Ivillits  married  Miss  Alice  N.  Stuart,  of  Washington,  D. 
C.,  and  two  bright  and  interesting  daughters  have  blessed  the  union:  Alice 

Milton,  born  March  28,  1888,  and  Edith  Stuart,  born  December  4,  1891. 
Mrs.  Killits  was  born  in  1863,  near  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  a daughter  of 
Captain  Alexander  S.  Stuart,  who  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  cattle  and  horses  in  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  was  robbed  and  murdered 
by  Mexican  bandits,  while  attending  to  his  ranches  there.  He  was  a de- 
scendant of  the  famous  Stuart  family  of  Scotland,  but  his  ancestors  settled 
in  Maryland  in  Colonial  times.  The  American  branch  of  the  family  has 
been  distinguished  for  military  valor,  members  having  -served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  the  war  of  1812,  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, during  which  some  fought  with  the  North  and  others  with  the  South. 
Captain  Stuart  himself  being  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Nourse,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


JAMES  A.  FIELD. 

This  well-known  agriculturist  is  pleasantly  situated  in  Section  19,  Wash- 
ington township.  Defiance  county,  where  he  owns  one  of  the  many  fine  farms 
for  which  that  locality  is  justly  noted.  He  was  born  in  Mayfield  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  June  16,  1848,  but  since  two  years  old  has  made  his 
home  in  Defiance  county.  His  father,  Albert  Field,  was  born  in  Vermont,  May 
11,  1816,  and  when  a young  man  went  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  was  married  September  4,  1842,  to  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Whittington,  who 
was  born  in  Providence,  that  State,  February  19,  1817.  At  an  early  day 
they  emigrated  to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in  1850  coming  to  Defiance  countv 
and  locating  in  Section  25,  Farmer  township,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  called  from  this  life,  the  mother  dying  April  2,  1879,  the 
father  on  September  2,  1880.  Of  their  five  children,  James,  Eugene  (1) 
and  George  are  all  deceased,  leaving  only  James  A.,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Eugene  (2),  now  living. 

In  Defiance  county  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  in  Farmer  township  until  1876,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Washington  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  most  gratifying  results.  The 
place  comprises  101  1-3  acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land,  and  as  he  is  a 
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thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  it  yields  to  him  abundant  harvests  for  the  care 
and  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

On  November  19,  1873,  Mr.  Field  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  Pask,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  June  15,  1845,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Pask,  both  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, who  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Field  is  a true  and  consistent 
Christian  gentleman,  a worthy  member  of  the  Church  of  God,  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  Church  work,  and  for  five  years  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  Mrs.  Field  is  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 


HENRY  GREENLER. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  and  progressive  citizens  of  Defiance  county  is 
Mr.  Greenler,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  September  24,  1851, 
on  the  farm  in  Section  35,  Richland  township,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
His  parents,  G.  C.  A.  and  Mary  (Heollrich)  Greenler,  were  natives  of  New 
Bavaria,  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  On  crossing  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States  in  1837,  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
locating  first  at  Independence,  later  removing  to  the  farm  in  Richland  town- 
ship, whereon  our  subject  now  resides,  and  there  made  their  home  until  called 
to  the  world  beyond,  the  father  dying  December  14,  1873,  the  mother  on  April 
27,  1896.  They  had  five  children  who  reached  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
John,  William,  Matilda,  Henry  and  Mary. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  habits  of  thrift  and  industry 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  skillful  and  thorough  agri- 
culturists of  Richland  township.  During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  received 
a good  common-school  education,  which  has  been  of  great  practical  benefit  to 
him  in  later  years.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he  is  also  interested 
in  stock  raising,  making  a specialty  of  Belgian  horses  and  Red-polled  cattle. 
The  old  homestead,  which  he  now  owns,  consists  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land  under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  buildings,  and  eleven  miles  of  tile  drainage.  He  also  owns  eighty 
acres  along  the  river  in  Section  23. 

In  Highland  township.  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Greenler  was  married  April 
8,  1880,  to  Miss  Maria  Ottillie  Troeger,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  Octo- 
ber 28,  i860,  a daughter  of  George  and  Anna  (Sawer)  Troeger,  the  former  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  the  latter  of  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county, 
Ohio.  After  the  marriage  of  her  parents  they  located  in  Highland  township, 
Defiance  county,  where  the  father  died  May  6,  1877;  the  mother  is  still  living. 
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Their  children  were:  Maria  O.,  Catherine,  William,  Lewis,  Michael,  Lizzie 
and  Maggie.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenler  have  been  born  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Cora,  Carl,  Anna,  Adam,  William,  Harmon,  Lizzie  and  Richard. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Greenler  is  a Populist,  and  in  local  politics  he 
takes  quite  a deep  interest.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board,  and 
also  trustee  of  Richland  township,  discharging  the  duties  of  both  positions  in 
a most  satisfactory  and  capable  manner.  With  his  family  he  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Church  in  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  he  was  serving  as  treasurer 
and  trustee  of  the  society.  To  the  building  of  the  church,  which  cost  six 
thousand  dollars,  he  contributed  liberally  of  both  time  and  means.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  over  whose  life 
record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong. 


WILLIAM  W.  HUFF. 

This  influential  and  popular  citizen  of  Sherwood  is  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  practicing  at  the  Defiance  County  Bar.  A man  of  sound  judgment, 
he  manages  his  cases  with  masterly  skill  and  tact,  and  has  gained  an  enviable 
reputation  among  his  professional  brethren. 

A native  of  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Huff  was  born  February  15,  1858,  in 
Delaware  township,  a son  of  John  and  Celestia  (Haynes)  Huff,  the  former 
a native  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  the  latter  of  Summit  county.  Early  in 
the  '50s  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  where  they  were  married,  and  in 
L>elaware  township  they  began  their  domestic  life,  and  still  continue  to  reside 
there,  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  community. 

William  W.  Huff,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  ten  children,  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Delaware  township,  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
boys,  obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Subsequently  he  attended  the  high  school  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  for  four  years, 
graduating  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  ’8i.  In  the  same  year  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Bryan,  but  concluded  his  preparation  for  the 
legal  profession  with  F.  W.  Knapp,  of  Defiance.  Being  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  he  opened  an  office  in  Sherwood,  in  1890,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  practice.  After  his  graduation  he  organized  the  Sherwood  high 
school,  which  was  then  known  as  the  township  high  school  and  was  after- 
ward merged  into  the  Sherwood  high  school,  which  is  a great  credit  to  its 
founder.  For  five  years  he  engaged  in  teaching. 

The  Democratic  party  has  always  found  in  Mr.  Huff  an  earnest  advocate 
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of  its  principles,  and  by  his  fellow  citizens  he  has  been  honored  with  a num- 
ber of  political  positions,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  conscientiously  and 
satisfactorily  performed.  During  President  Cleveland's  first  administration, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Sherwood,  filling  that  office  for  four  years,  and 
for  the  nine  succeeding  years,  ending  in  April,  1895.  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  local  affairs,  and  has  cheerfully 
supported  all  enterprises  for  the  public  good.  Both  his  public  and  private  life 
are  above  reproach,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


SINCLAIR  M.  HAGUE. 

Success  in  professional  life  depends  more  upon  the  ability  and  energy 
of  the  aspirant  himself,  than  is  the  case  with  lines  of  effort  in  which  ex- 
traneous advantages  can  he  made  to  re-inforce  a lack  of  capacity,  and  this 
well-known  attorney  of  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  may  justly  take  pride  in 
his  high  standing  in  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Hague  was  born  July  6,  1834,  at  Leesville,  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
whence  during  his  infancy  his  parents  removed  to  Moorfield,  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1837.  They  then  returned  to  Car- 
roll  county,  and  in  April,  1850,  they  settled  at  Urichsville,  Ohio. 

As  our  subject’s  youth  was  mainly  spent  in  Carroll  county,  he  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality,  and  after  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Urichsville  he  taught  school  for  five  years  in  Tuscarawas, 
Harrison,  and  Carroll  counties.  In  the  meantime  he  began  reading  law, 
and  in  1855  he  was  appointed  deputy  auditor  of  Tuscarawas  county,  a posi- 
tion which  he  held  until  the  following  year.  While  continuing  his  studies 
he  supported  himself  by  writing  in  various  public  offices  in  that  county, 
and  in  September,  1857,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
The  next  few  months  were  spent  in  teaching,  but  in  April,  1858,  he  began 
his  professional  practice  at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  December,  1859.  During  that  winter  he  taught  school  at  Florida, 
Flenry  county,  and  on  May  8,  i860,  he  located  at  Napoleon,  where  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  is  a public-spir- 
ited citizen,  being  active  in  all  important  movements  in  his  locality,  and  he 
took  an  influential  part  in  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Napoleon.  In 
politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist, 
being  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Church  at  Napoleon. 

On  October  2,  i860,  he  was  married  in  Shanesville,  Tuscarawas  county, 
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to  Miss  Helen  L.  O'Hagan,  a native  of  Franklin,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  who 
died  in  Napoleon  August  23,  1890.  Of  their  seven  children,  three  died  in 
infancy;  the  others  are:  Alice  G.,  Harry  C.  (an  attorney  at  Napoleon,  now 

holding  office  as  justice  of  the  peace),  Charles  V.,  and  Edwin  C. 


JERRY  P.  BELKNAP. 

Mr.  Belknap,  who  is  the  present  mayor  of  Holgate,  and  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Henry  County  Review,”  is  a native  of  Henry  county, 
born  near  Napoleon,  March  10,  1859,  a son  of  John  D.  and  Mary  (Weaver) 
Belknap,  the  former  probably  a native  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Butler 
county,  Ohio. 

In  1850  the  parents  removed  from  Butler  county,  Ohio,  to  Henry 
county,  locating  on  a farm  near  Napoleon,  where  they  were  living  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services, 
the  father  enlisted  April  22,  1861,  in  Company  F,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  for  three  months’  service,  and  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant of  his  company.  A short  time  after  going  to  the  front  he  was  in 
camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  West  Virginia,  after  having  participated  in  a skir- 
mish, and  he  was  here  accidentally  shot  and  killed  by  one  of  his  own  men 
July  15,  1861,  when  thirty-four  years  of  age.  He  left  a widow  and  three 
children,  the  others  beside  our  subject  being:  Charles  H.,  now  a farmer 
of  Napoleon  township,  Henry  county;  and  Emma  E.,  wife  of  Harry  Lemon, 
of  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in  1874  when  about  fifty  years 
of  age. 

From  the  age  of  two  years  Jerry  P.  Belknap  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  Napoleon,  and  in  its  schools  obtained  a good  practical  education, 
being  a member  of  its  first  graduating  class.  In  March,  1876,  soon  after 
leaving  school,  he  entered  the  “Signal”  office  in  Napoleon  to  learn  the  printer's 
trade,  working  there  until  1880.  Going  to  Stuart,  Guthrie  county,  Iowa, 
he  published  the  “Stuart  Ledger”  for  a year  and  a half,  and  on  selling  that 
paper  he  purchased  the  “Portland  Observer,”  at  Portland,  Michigan,  which 
he  published  some  four  years.  Returning  then  to  Napoleon  he  bought  the 
"Napoleon  Signal,”  which  he  conducted  for  five  years,  from  the  fall  of  1885 
until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Chicago.  There, 
in  company  with  W.  F.  Baum,  he  established  the  “Chicago  Stockman,”  which 
they  published  for  nearly  three  years,  and  on  disposing  of  his  interest  in 
that  paper  he  came  to  Holgate,  Ohio.  He  has  since  been  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Henry  County  Review,”  the  circulation  of  which  has  been 
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increased  to  nine  hundred  under  his  able  management.  It  is  independent 
in  politics,  and  is  one  of  the  best  papers  published  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

On  April  15,  1881,  in  Napoleon,  Mr.  Belknap  married  Miss  Carrie  L. 
Hartman,  a daughter  of  N.  H.  Hartman,  of  that  place,  and  they  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  three  children:  Laura,  Marion  and  Nathaniel.  So- 

cially, Mr.  Belknap  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
of  Napoleon,  and  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  at  Holgate. 


DOCTOR  J.  V.  LESNET. 

Doctor  J.  Y.  Lesnet,  medical  practitioner,  Montpelier,  Williams  county, 
Ohio. 

HENRY  BADEN. 

This  well-known  grain  buyer  and  manager  of  the  elevator  in  Hamler, 
Henry  county,  is  a native  of  Germany,  born  April  9,  1859,  a son  of  Conrad 
and  Mary  (Mahnke)  Baden.  The  mother  died  in  that  country,  but  the 
father  is  still  living.  The  public  schools  of  his  native  land  afforded  our 
subject  his  educational  privileges,  and  in  that  country  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  the  hope 
of  bettering  his  financial  condition  in  the  New  World,  where  he  believed 
better  opportunities  were  afforded  young  men  for  advancement. 

Since  coming  to  America  Mr.  Baden  has  made  his  home  in  Henry 
county,  for  the  first  two  years  being  employed  on  a farm  in  Freedom  town- 
ship. During  the  following  year  he  worked  as  a laborer  on  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  railroad,  and  then  served  as  foreman  on  a section  for  about  twelve 
years.  On  leaving  the  employ  of  the  railroad  in  January,  1890,  he  located 
in  Harnler,  where  he  embarked  in  merchandising,  and  in  connection  with 
that  business  also  had  charge  of  the  elevator.  Since  August,  1893,  he  has 
given  his  entire  attention  to  the  grain  business,  and  in  this  undertaking  is 
meeting  with  a well-deserved  success  financially. 

In  Holgate,  Henry  county,  February  10,  1883,  Mr.  Baden  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Wildung,  also  a native  of  Germany,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  dying 
at  the  ages  of  two  years,  and  eleven  months,  respectively.  Those  living  are 
Mary,  Henry,  George,  Amelia,  Adolph  and  Hilda.  The  family  have  a pleas- 
ant home  in  Hamler,  which  was  erected  by  Mr.  Baden.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  all 
Church  work.  Since  casting  his  first  vote  he  has  supported  the  men  and 
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measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  lias  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a 
member  of  the  village  council  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  their  entire  sat- 
isfaction. 


JOHN  H.  SCHRIDER. 

Thoughtful  readers,  in  perusing  the  varied  histories  contained  in  this 
volume,  will  find  the  conviction  borne  in  upon  their  minds  that,  underlying 
all  differences  of  ability,  training,  or  environment,  there  exists  another  fac- 
tor from  which  the  career  of  each  individual  takes  its  bias.  With  an  ideal, 
a steady  purpose  in  view,  life  is  simplified  and  all  things  tend  to  bring  about, 
sooner  or  later,  the  object  of  one's  ambition.  Truly  “where  there's  a will 
there’s  a way;”  and  fortunate  is  he  who  early  in  life  directs  his  energies  in 
such  a manner  as  to  realize  the  best  results.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
leading  attorney  of  Bryan,  Williams  county,  has  made  his  way  to  success 
in  spite  of  many  obstacles,  and  his  history  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  others 
to  effort. 

Mr.  Schrider  is  of  German  descent,  his  ancestors  on  the  paternal  side 
having  had  their  home  in  Baden  Baden,  where  they  were  chiefly  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  The  first  of  the  family  to  choose  America  for 
his  home  was  our  subject’s  grandfather  Schrider,  who'  crossed  the  ocean 
about  1842  with  his  family  of  children  and  settled  near  Medford,  New  Jer- 
sey. Philip  Schrider,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1830,  and  was  a mere  child  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  this  country.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  work  in  a glass  factory  at  Medford,  and  for 
a number  of  years  he  was  employed  there  and  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
that  business.  In  1874  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Gorham  township,  Ful- 
ton county,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  always  been  a temperate, 
industrious  man,  an  excellent  citizen,  and  he  is  a devout  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  was  reared.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  while  living  in  Pittsburg  he  was  elected  to  a seat  in  the 
common  council  from  his  ward,  but  he  declined  to  serve.  His  estimable 
wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taylor  Schrider,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  New 
Jersey,  is  of  Irish  descent,  but  her  ancestors  settled  in  America  several  gen- 
erations ago.  They  had  five  children:  John  H.  (our  subject),  Dorothy 

A.  (Mrs.  Henry  W.  Koser),  Thomas  E.  (a  physician),  Sarah  E.,  and 
Charles  T.  (a  farmer). 

Our  subject  was  born  April  8,  1859,  at  Pittsburg,  on  the  “south  side,” 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  When  he  was 
about  fifteen  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  their  present  farm,  and  for 
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a few  years  he  attended  the  district  schools  of  that  locality  during  the  win- 
ter seasons.  As  these  opportunities  did  not  satisfy  him  he  taught  for  three 
winters  in  order  to  secure  funds  for  a further  course  of  study,  and  in  1880  he 
entered  the  normal  school  at  Fayette,  Ohio,  where  he  completed  the  scien- 
tific and  teachers  courses,  while  still  continuing  his  teaching  during  the  win- 
ter. On  graduating  in  1884  he  spent  two  years  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  at  Lyons,  Ohio,  and  at  Fayette,  giving  considerable  attention  in  the 
meantime  to  reading  law.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
passed  one  year  as  a student  in  the  law  office  of  Hamilton  & Ford,  well- 
known  attorneys,  and  in  1889  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  where  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1891.  Locating  at  Bryan,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Charles  E.  Scott, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Scott  & Schrider,  and  they  are  now  known  far  and 
wide  as  being  among  the  most  successful  general  practitioners  of  Williams 
county. 

Mr.  Schrider  is  a stanch  Republican,  politically,  and  since  coming  to 
this  section  has  taken  an  active  and  influential  share  in  partisan  work.  For 
three  years,  from  1893  to  1895,  he  was  chairman  of  the  central  and  execu- 
tive committees  of  his  county,  the  first  year  being  that  of  McKinley’s  cam- 
paign for  governor,  which  occasioned  an  exciting  but  successful  struggle 
for  the  Republicans  of  the  district.  In  1895  Mr.  Schrider  served  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  State  convention  held  at  Zanesville,  and  he  has  frequently  been 
chosen  as  a member  of  Congressional  and  other  conventions.  Municipal  af- 
fairs have  also  claimed  much  of  his  attention,  and  in  1884  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  has  been  shown 
by  able  service  on  the  school  board  from  1892  to  1895. 

Mr.  Schrider  has  a pleasant  home  in  North  Main  street,  Bryan.  He 
was  married  in  1886  at  Royalton,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Helen  R. 
Egnew,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  by  two  children : James  P.  and 

Esther  E.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Bryan.  For  six  years  he  belonged  to 
the  Chautauqua  Society,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  National  Union. 


JOSEPH  THOME. 

Mr.  Thome,  who  is  a man  of  marked  ability  and  force  of  character,  owns 
•and  successfully  operates  a valuable  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Pleasant 
township,  Henry  county.  The  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appearance 
of  the  place  testify  to  his  skill  and  ability  in  the  line  of  his  chosen  calling,  and 
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all  the  buildings  upon  the  place  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  their  surround- 
ings. His  residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township,  is  supplied  with  all 
modern  conveniences  and  there  hospitality  reigns  supreme. 

Mr.  Thome  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1850,  a son  of  Barth- 
low  and  Catherine  (Hoffman)  Thome,  now  deceased.  In  1865  our  subject 
came  to  Henry  county,  and  with  its  agricultural  interests  he  has  since  been 
identified.  He  has  not,  however,  confined  his  attention  alone  to  farming,  but 
has  also  successfully  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business.  His  business  interests 
have  been  so  managed  as  to  win  him  the  confidence  of  the  public,  also  the  pros- 
perity which  should  always  attend  honorable  effort,  and  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  township.  Those  who 
know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen  of  the 
community  is  more  honored  or  more  highly  esteemed. 

On  October  18,  1874,  in  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  Mr.  Thome 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Ivlear,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  August  12,  1858,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Klear.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thome  are  the  parents  of  eight  living 
children:  Mary,  Mathias.  Peter,  Lizzie,  William,  Albert,  Cora  and  Leo;  and 
two  who  died  in  infancy:  Joseph  and  Josephine. 


CHARLES  A.  FREELAND. 

This  leading  representative  of  the  business  interests  of  Montpelier,  is 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Freeland  & Zimmerman,  proprietors  of  the 
Montpelier  City  Mill.  Of  excellent  business  ability,  he  has  attained  a promi- 
nent place  among  the  enterprising  and  substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of 
Williams  county,  and  is  a recognized  leader  in  public  affairs.  He  has  won 
success  by  his  well-directed,  energetic  efforts,  and  the  prosperity  that  has 
come  to  him  is  certainly  well  deserved. 

Mr.  Freeland  was  born  March  7,  1861,  in  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  working  in 
a woolen-mill  at  that  place  during  the  last  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Llills- 
dale,  Michigan,  where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  he  made  his  home 
until  1890,  and  in  that  place,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  began  learning  the  mill- 
ing business,  which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  For  two  years  he  operated 
a gristmill  at  North  Adrian,  Michigan,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  F.  W. 
Stock,  a miller  of  Hillsdale,  for  six  years  before  coming  to  Montpelier,  Ohio, 
in  January,  1890.  In  company  with  J.  R.  Zimmerman  he  leased  the  City 
Mill  until  1894,  and  in  February  of  that  year  he  and  his  partner  purchased 
the  plant,  successfully  carrying  on  a general  custom  and  flouring  business 
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since  taking  possession.  The  product  of  their  mill  is  of  a superior  grade, 
and  from  the  public  they  receive  a liberal  patronage.  The  firm  is  also  con- 
ducting the  ice  business  of  the  city,  having  sole  contract  in  that  line. 

In  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  in  1884,  Mr.  Freeland  wedded  Miss  Mary  Blood, 
who  died  at  that  place  in  1887,  leaving  two  children,  namely:  Mabel  and 

Cassius.  Mr  Freeland  was  again  married  in  1888,  his  second  union  be- 
ing' with  Miss  Cornelia  Blood  (sister  of  his  first  wife),  by  whom  he  has 
three  children:  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  Donald  and  Russell  A. 

Being  a public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  Mr.  Freeland  has  ever 
taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  He  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  everything  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare  of  the  town,  and  with- 
holds his  support  from  no  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 
Socially  be  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


HENRY  LIPP,  JR. 

This  substantial  and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Delaware  township, 
Defiance  county,  traces  his  ancestry  to  that  distant  land,  the  grand  and  awe- 
inspiring home  of  the  brave  and  hardy  Swiss. 

Henry  and  Anna  (Sutter)  Lipp,  parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of 
Switzerland,  the  father  born  December  21,  1815,  the  mother  on  September 
4,  1822.  They  came  to  America  in  early  life,  and  located  in  Putnam  county, 
Ohio,  several  years  prior  to  their  removal,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  to  Delaware 
township,  Defiance  county,  where  they  are  still  living,  carrying  on  farming 
operations.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children — four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Henry  Lipp’s  mother,  Mrs.  Barbara  Schneider,  died  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio. 

Henry  Lipp,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  March  29,  1851, 
and  is  the  eldest  in  the  family.  In  the  county  of  his  birth  he  remained  until 
he  was  ten  years  old,  and  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Delaware  township, 
Defiance  county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  was  twenty-six  years 
of  age.  Returning  then  to  Putnam  county,  he  found  employment  on  a farm, 
and  there  remained  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  again  removed 
to  Delaware  township,  where  he  has  since  continuously  resided. 

On  January  16,  1883,  Mr.  Lipp  was  married  at  Defiance  to  Miss  Cathe- 
rine Gecowitz,  who  was  born  in  Defiance  township,  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
January  15,  1864,  a daughter  of  Andrew  (a  farmer  of  Defiance  county),  and 
Christina  (Bauer)  Gecowitz,  the  former  a native  of  Poland,  born  January 
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24,  1813,  the  latter  born  in  Germany,  May  13,  1829,  and  both  of  whom  are 
yet  living.  After  coming  to  this  country,  they  first  settled  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  but  removed  to  Defiance  county,  where  they  have  since  made  their  home 
with  the  exception  of  about  a year,  during  which  time  they  lived  in  Virginia. 
They  have  had  six  children— four  sons  and  two  daughters — Mrs.  Lipp  being 
the  fifth  child. 

Immediately  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lipp  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Delaware  township,  which  is  their  present  home.  It  is  located  in  Section 
14,  and  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  Mr.  Lipp 
has  erected  good  buildings  and  made  other  improvements,  thus  enhancing  both 
the  appearance  and  value  of  his  property.  He  is  actively  interested  in  bee 
culture,  having  at  the  present  time  some  seventy  swarms,  from  which  he  derives 
a considerable  income.  The  pleasing  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lipp  is  bright- 
ened by  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : Anna  C., 
October  29,  1883;  John  H..  July  11,  1885;  Emma  M.,  May  21,  1887;  Clara 
C.,  March  23,  1890;  and  Laurina  Estella,  November  7,  1898.  Politically 
Air.  Lipp.  acts  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  formerly  took  an  active 
part  in  all  matters  of  local  interest.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church. 


HENRY  C.  SASS. 

The  northern  Sea  Kings  in  their  descent  upon  and  occupation  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Normans  who  subsequently  invaded  and  conquered  that  coun- 
try, left  no  stronger  impress  upon  succeeding  generations  in  the  “tight  little 
isle"  than  has  been  given  to  the  Lmited  States  by  that  brave  and  hardy 
race  who,  as  emigrants  from  Germany,  have  settled  in  large  numbers  in 
almost  every  portion  of  the  country.  Their  strong  individuality  has  stamped 
their  characteristic  traits  upon  our  civilization,  and  in  social  and  business 
life,  in  our  churches  and  institutions  of  learning,  in  politics,  finance,  and  all 
the  varied  activities  of  peace  and  war,  the  German  element  among  our  peo- 
ple has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  progress  of  which  every  citizen  is 
proud.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Defiance,  and 
a typical  representative  of  this  class,  is  himself  a native  of  the  Fatherland, 
although  by  education  and  training  he  belongs  to  the  Buckeye  State. 

Mr.  Sass  was  born  May  6,  1862,  at  Pass,  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  where 
his  family  had  been  domiciled  for  many  generations.  His  grandfather, 
Henry  M.  Sass,  was  a prosperous  business  man  in  the  cooperage  line,  and 
Henry  Sass,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a merchant  tailor  there  in  his  early 
manhood.  In  1866  he  and  his  wife,  Fredericka  (Sanies),  came  to  the 
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United  States  with  their  seven  children,  and  for  five  years  resided  at  De- 
fiance, where  Mr.  Sass  continued  his  former  business.  Later  he  removed  to 
Toledo,  engaging-  again  in  merchant  tailoring  until  his  retirement  from  ac- 
tive work  in  1886.  He  is  still  a resident  of  Toledo,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  Of  the  seven  children  all  are  living  except 
one:  (1)  Mary  married  Matthias  Shuewack,  a carpenter  at  Toledo.  (2) 

William,  a carpenter,  resides  in  the  same  city.  (3)  Anna  married  Charles 
Tonesing,  and  died  in  Toledo  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Amelia.  (4)  Augusta  married  (first)  John  Garding,  who  died  leav- 
ing one  child,  Ella.  By  a second  marriage,  with  Edward  Mueller,  a car- 
penter of  Toledo  (now  deceased),  she  had  one  son,  Henry.  She  still  re- 
sides in  Toledo.  (5)  Lena  married  R.  Hecht,  a ranchman  of  Wyoming, 
and  resides  at  Laramie  City;  they  have  four  children.  (6)  Henry  C.,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (7)  Emma  married  Henry  Trost, 
of  Toledo,  a carpenter  and  manufacturer  of  sashes  and  doors.  They  have 
two  children : Ella  and  Carl. 

Henry  C.  Sass  was  four  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this  country, 
and  nine  when  they  moved  to  Toledo,  his  education  being  mainly  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  On  leaving  the  high  school  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Toledo  until 
1884.  He  then  went  to  Defiance,  and  securing  employment  at  his  trade 
there  continued  until  1889,  when  he  took  a position  as  clerk  in  the  hard- 
ware store  of  C.  Biede,  of  the  same  place.  He  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss 
Nathalie  May,  daughter  of  George  May,  a well-known  resident  of  Defiance, 
and  speedily  established  himself  as  one  of  the  substantial,  progressive  and 
reliable  citizens  of  the  place.  By  industry  and  thrift  he  accumulated  suffi- 
cient capital  to  enable  him  to  start  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1893 
he  purchased  his  employer’s  entire  business,  and  has  since  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully. Linder  his  able  management  it  has  expanded  until  he  has  now 
one  of  the  most  extensive  hardware  stores  in  that  section  with  an  annual 
business  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  upward.  The  store  is  ad- 
vantageously located  on  Clinton  street,  and  occupies  three  floors  of  the 
building,  the  upper  floor  being  used  for  a thoroughly  equipped  tin  shop,  and 
the  others  taken  for  the  storage  and  display  of  goods.  Mr.  Sass  keeps  all  kinds 
of  heating  and  cooking  stoves,  ranges,  furnaces  and  fittings,  together  with 
a complete  stock  of  the  shelf  goods  usually  found  in  a first-class  hardware 
store.  His  success  may  be  attributed  largely  to  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  every  detail  of  the  business,  learned  in  his  years  of  service  as  an  employe, 
as  this  experience,  with  his  quick  perceptions  and  excellent  judgment  as  to 
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ways  and  means,  has  given  him  command  of  every  available  source  of  ad- 
vancement. Prompt  and  decisive  in  his  dealings  he  is  at  the  same  time 
most  genial  in  manner,  and  his  unfailing  courtesy  to  all  customers  adds  to 
his  long  list  of  friends  while  tending  to  the  increase  of  his  bank  account. 
His  history  furnishes  a bright  example  of  the  possibilities  open  to  a boy  who, 
though  poor,  determines  to  make  his  way  to  an  honorable  position  in  the 
business  world. 

Mr.  Sass  has  a handsome  residence,  built  by  himself  in  1891,  at  No. 
324  Second  street.  East  Defiance,  containing  all  modern  conveniences,  in- 
cluding furnace  heat,  hot  and  cold  water,  and  other  features  not  often  found 
outside  of  our  larger  cities.  Four  children — Linda,  Eva,  Arnold  and  Henry 
— brighten  his  home.  Mr.  Sass  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  have  always  shown  a deep  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  Politically  Mr.  Sass  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  at  times  has  been  a candidate  for  local  offices,  his 
popularity  with  all  classes  doing  much  to  strengthen  the  ticket.  He  is  now 
a member  of  the  school  board  of  Defiance. 


FRANK  B.  SITES. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of  Defiance  county,  who  by  their 
genius  and  enterprise  have  risen  to  positions  of  usefulness  and  influence, 
was  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  now  deceased.  The 
“Old  Dominion”  is  his  native  State,  he  having  been  born  in  Edenburg,  Shen- 
andoah county,  March  14,  1851. 

Henry  Sites,  his  father,  married  Rebecca  Kesinger,  and  they  passed 
the  first  years  of  their  married  life  in  Edenburg,  Virginia.  In  1857  they 
left  that  place  and  took  up  their  abode  in  Ohio,  settling  finally  in  Mifflin 
township,  Richland  county.  Mr.  Sites  made  farming  his  life  business. 

Frank  B.  Sites  attended  the  schools  of  Richland  county,  applying  him- 
self to  study  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  from  which  time  till  the  year  1881 
he  followed  the  life  of  a commercial  traveler,  still  making  his  home  with 
his  father.  A propensity  for  inventing  led  him  to  experiment  continually. 
In  1881  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Trumbull  Wagon  Company,  Defiance, 
Ohio,  and  was  with  that  firm  one  year,  revising  and  improving  machinery. 
One  year  with  John  Marshall  in  the  same  line  of  business  followed,  after 
which  he  was  general  superintendent  of  the  works  of  the  latter  for  one 
year.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  various  articles  in 
his  own  interest;  but  meeting  with  losses,  he  bought  machinery  for  fence 
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manufacturing,  and  engaged  in  that  business  on  a small  scale,  while  perfect- 
ing and  patenting  inventions  that  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Defiance 
Box  Works.  this  enterprise  was  inaugurated  in  a small  way — a company 
of  four,  with  Mr.  Sites  at  the  head,  entering  upon  the  project.  For  two 
years  he  conducted  the  small  concern,  when,  demand  for  the  goods  having 
increased  to  such  a large  extent,  he  formed  a stock  company  with  a capital  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  established  a large  plant,  erecting  four  buildings 
— a main  building  forty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  with  an  annex 
forty  by  eighty  feet,  a dry-kiln  forty  by  twenty-four  feet,  and  a warehouse 
thirty  by  sixty  feet.  Projector  and  original  promoter  of  the  extensive  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Sites  is  one  of  the  stockholders  also,  and  the  inventor  and  pat- 
entee of  its  various  products,  which  comprise  poultry  coops,  pottery  crates, 
and  crate  boxes  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  the  goods  being  sold  in  all  sections 
of  the  United  States.  The  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  the  goods 
is  also  the  invention  of  Mr.  Sites,  and  his  genius  continued  to  be  busied 
with  the  perfection  of  other  inventions  in  the  same  line.  The  value  of  the 
annual  product  of  the  works  is  already  forty  thousand  dollars,  while  with 
continually  increasing  facilities  the  business  is  constantly  assuming  greater 
proportions,  and  Mr.  Sites  enjoyed  a royalty  on  all  products.  Thus  in  a 
few  years  the  modest  venture  has  passed  to  a permanent  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness success. 

Mr.  Sites  was  married,  in  the  fall  of  1883,  to  Miss  Kittie  Wisler,  of 
Defiance,  and  they  have  one  son,  John  Albert,  born  in  August,  1884.  Mr. 
Sites  passed  away  September  18,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  Defiance  ceme- 
tery. He  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics  was 
a Prohibitionist.  Three  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Sites  also  belongs,  and  he  was  a social, 
genial  Christian  gentleman,  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends. 


ELMER  E.  FIRESTONE. 

Mr.  Firestone,  who  is  editor  of  the  “Stryker  Advance,”  of  Stryker. 
Williams  county,  was  born  in  Waterford,  Indiana,  November  16,  1865, 
but  was  reared  in  Wakarnsa,  that  State,  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Syracuse,  Indiana,  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade,  remaining  there 
but  three  months,  however. 

Going  to  South  Bend,  he  completed  his  apprenticeship,  and  for  six 
years  worked  on  the  “St.  Joseph  Register,”  which  was  established  by  the 
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Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax.  On  leaving  there  he  was  employed  in  different 
places  until  1888,  at  which  time  he  was  made  foreman  of  the  “Butler  Rec- 
ord,” of  Butler,  Indiana,  holding  that  position  for  two  years.  Later  he 
was  similarly  employed  in  the  office  of  the  “Bryan  Press,"  at  Bryan,  Ohio, 
for  three  years,  and  from  there  went  to  Sherwood,  Michigan,  where  he  es- 
tablished the  “Sherwood  News,”  but  after  conducting  it  for  six  months  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Wauseon,  Ohio.  There  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  fore- 
man of  the  “Wauseon  Republican”  for  over  two  years,  or  until  coming  to 
Stryker  in  November,  1896.  Purchasing  the  “Stryker  Advance”  he  has 
made  the  paper  one  of  the  best  journals  of  Williams  county,  and  it  now  has 
a circulation  of  over  seven  hundred.  It  is  independent  in  politics,  and  is  a 
bright,  newsy  sheet. 

In  1889,  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  Mr.  Firestone  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Blaker,  a native  of  Williams  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  John  Blaker,  of 
Butler,  Indiana,  who  died  in  1895.  By  this  union  there  are  four  children: 
Lois  M.,  Maym  C.,  Charles  V.  and  Helen  R. 


WILLIAM  PHILLIPS. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Defiance 
township.  Defiance  county,  where  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
for  forty  years,  and  has  also  been  prominently  identified  with  the  material 
development  of  the  locality.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  August  29,  1820, 
in  Hamilton  township,  Warren  county,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Welsh 
descent.  His  parents  were  Isaac  and  Ruanza  (Kelly)  Phillips,  the  former 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  and  both 
died  in  Warren  county,  Ohio,  in  1826  and  1884,  respectively. 

In  their  family  were  seven  children — two  sons  and  five  daughters — 
our  subject  being  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  was  six  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  from  that  time  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth  year  he 
made  his  home  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Peter  Kelly.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  commenced  learning  the  tanner's  and  currier’s  trade,  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  not  expiring  until  he  reached  his  majority.  Hav- 
ing mastered  the  business,  he  followed  that  occupation  in  his  native  county 
for  fourteen  years. 

While  still  residing  in  Warren  county,  Mr.  Phillips  was  married,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  to  Miss  Cynthia  Shawhan,  who  died  in  that 
county  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  them — 
two  sons  and  one  daughter — only  the  daughter  survives,  and  she  is  now  the 
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wife  of  Jacob  Adams,  Escj.,  of  Highland  township,  Defiance  county.  On 
April  i,  1856,  in  Richland  township,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Phillips  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Kepler,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (McKinnis) 
Kepler,  who  were  the  first  white  couple  married  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio. 
They  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  honored  pioneers  of  Richland 
township,  Defiance  county.  Mrs.  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
March  9,  1827,  was  the  eldest  of  their  eight  children — two  sons  and  six 
daughters.  To  our  subject  and  bis  wife  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely:  Rachel,  now  the  wife  of  William  Dickey;  Samuel  K. ; Robert  W. ; 

Josiah  M. ; Isaac  K. ; and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Albert  Kusian. 

Two  years  after  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Phillips  came  to  Defiance 
county,  first  locating  in  Highland  township,  where  he  continued  to  live  until 
1872,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Defiance  township.  In  this 
county  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
in  his  undertakings  has  met  with  excellent  success,  owning  at  one  time  six 
hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  but  has  since  disposed  of  all  but  two 
hundred  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improved  with  all  modern  conveniences,  making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Defiance  township. 

Since  its  organization,  Mr.  Phillips  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  a good  citizen  he  has  always  taken  a com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  bis  support  to  all  measures  which 
he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Fraternally  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  since  1872,  and  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  Auglaize  Grange,  No.  371.  Religiously  be  and  his  wife  are  both 
worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  wherever  known 
they  are  held  in  high  regard  for  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character. 


PHILIP  PETER. 

This  venerable  and  highly  respected  resident  of  Defiance  is  deserving  of 
special  mention  in  this  volume.  Like  many  of  our  successful  citizens  he 
is  of  German  birth  and  ancestry,  but  he  came  to  this  country  in  early  man- 
hood, and  for  more  than  a half  a century  he  has  had  his  home  in  Ohio. 

Born  February  19,  1820,  in  Germany,  he  is  a son  of  Abraham  Peter, 
who  in  1840  brought  the  family  to  the  United  States  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  Here  our  subject  continued  to  reside  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  homestead. 
He  then  married,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  in  the  same 
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county,  continuing  about  seven  years.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Defiance 
county,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Richland  township  on  December  2d  of  that 
year.  In  1879  he  rented  his  farm  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Defiance, 
where  he  has  since  resided  in  a pleasant  home  at  No.  303  East  Second  street. 

Mr.  Peter  has  been  four  times  married,  first  time  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Rosina  Haiserman,  who  died  in  Seneca  county  leaving  one  son,  John, 
now  a farmer  in  Defiance  county.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Kath- 
erina  Kirlmer,  Mr.  Peter  had  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  living:  William,  Jacob,  Frederick,  Albert,  Adam,  Caroline,  and 

Lizzie.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Defiance,  and  Mr.  Peter  formed 
a third  matrimonial  union,  which  wife  also  died  in  Defiance  county.  Sub- 
sequently be  was  married  in  that  county  to  Mrs.  Maria  Bentz  Bahringer, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  August  21,  1835,  coming  to  America  when  nine- 
teen years  old.  After  spending  two  years  in  New  York  City  she  came  to 
Defiance  county,  where  she  was  married  on  April  4,  1856,  to  her  first  hus- 
band, Adam  Bahringer,  who  died  April  12,  1876,  leaving  three  sons,  Charles, 
Andrew,  and  Adam. 


JOHN  W.  DIETSCH. 

Among  the  sturdy  and  stalwart  citizens  of  Richland  township,  Defiance 
county,  whose  place  of  birth  was  in  the  German  Fatherland,  and  who,  with 
the  industry  and  thrift  so  natural  to  the  people  of  that  country,  have  rapidly 
progressed  toward  that  financial  condition  so  much  coveted  by  all,  is  the 
subject  of  this  personal  history. 

Born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  February  27,  1822,  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  upon  a farm  there.  In  1845  he  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land  and 
sailed  for  America,  landing  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  whence  he  went  to 
Franklin  county,  Indiana.  There  he  lived  until  1849,  in  which  year  he 
crossed  the  Plains  to  California,  hoping  from  the  gold  mines  of  that  State 
to  secure  a fortune;  but  during  the  three  years  he  spent  upon  the  Pacific 
slope  he  met  with  only  ordinary  success. 

On  his  return  to  the  East,  Mr.  Dietsch  came  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
and  located  upon  land  in  Section  26,  Richland  township,  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1848  before  going  to  California.  He  at  once  began  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  upon  that  property  has  made 
his  home  continuously  since  1852.  Upon  the  place,  which  comprises  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  of  fine  land,  he  has  erected  good  buildings, 
and  made  many  other  improvements  which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  at- 
tractive appearance. 
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In  Richland  township,  January  28,  1855,  Mr.  Dietsch  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Gackel,  who  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  January  18,  1835, 
and  came  to  America  in  1847.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely:  Magdalena;  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  George  Wirth;  Cather- 
ine, wife  of  Peter  Engle;  Louis;  Henry;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Charles  Thieroff ; 
Adam  and  John.  The  parents  and  children  hold  membership  in  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  are  widely  and  favorably  known.  Mr.  Dietsch  has  ever 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country,  and  he  is 
recognized  as  a valued  and  useful  citizen  of  his  community.  For  three  years 
he  acceptably  served  as  treasurer  of  Richland  township. 


CHARLES  H.  NEWTON. 

This  prominent  dairyman  and  farmer  of  Defiance  township,  Defiance 
county,  was  born  August  20,  1856,  in  Potsdam,  New  York,  a son  of  Town- 
send and  Caroline  (Brown)  Newton.  In  their  family  were  six  children,  as 
follows:  Ella  and  Mary,  both  deceased;  William;  Charles  H. ; Helen;  and 

Hattie,  also  deceased.  The  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  March, 
1872,  while  living  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio. 

When  about  six  years  old  Charles  H.  Newton  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Ohio,  and  after  living  for  a year  in  Defiance  township,  Defiance  county, 
he  removed  to  Paulding  county,  where  the  following  twelve  years  were  passed. 
He  then  returned  to  Defiance  township,  and  here  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  acquired  a good,  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  State, 
and  was  reared  to  habits  of  thrift  and  industry,  early  becoming  familiar  with 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  Riverside  Dairy  Farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
well-tilled  fields,  and  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place,  plainly  indicate 
the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

In  Paulding  county,  Mr.  Newton  was  married  March  13,  1879,  to  Miss 
Minnie  McCaskey,  and  they  have  two  children:  Lloyd  and  Rudy.  Mr.  New- 
ton has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  all  matters  of  interest  to  his  community, 
and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  such  measures  as  he  believes  will  prove  of  public 
benefit.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership,  and  in  its  work  they  take  an  active  and 
prominent,  part. 

Mrs.  Newton  was  born  December  8,  1852,  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio, 
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where  she  was  educated.  She  is  a daughter  of  M.  O.  and  Jane  (Martin) 
McCaskey,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  in  1827,  the 
latter  in  England  in  1830,  whence  she  came  to  this  country  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Mathew  McCaskey,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Newton,  was  born 
in  1804,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  married  Lucina  Nixson,  and  by  her  had 
a family  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Robert  Martin,  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Newton,  was  born  in  Leamington,  England,  in 
1801,  was  married  in  that  country  to  Susan  Hoodless,  and  all  their  children, 
three  in  number,  were  born  there,  Mrs.  Newton’s  mother  being  now  the  only 
survivor. 


WILLIAM  LASH. 

This  well-known  farmer,  residing  in  Section  11,  Hicksville  township. 
Defiance  county,  has  for  almost  half  a century  been  identified  with  this 
section  of  Ohio,  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  its  material  progress  and 
prosperity.  He  has  championed  every  movement  designed  to  promote  the 
general  welfare,  has  supported  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good,  and  has 
materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  industrial,  educational  and 
moral  interests. 

Mr.  Lash  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  November  19,  1825,  a son 
of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Craven)  Lash,  who  were  born  and  reared  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  in  Wayne  county,  this  State.  On  his  father's  farm  our 
subject  remained  until  he  attained  his  majority,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  fields.  In  the  county 
of  his  nativity  he  was  married  October  14,  1847,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Maxwell, 
also  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  September  26,  1830.  Her  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Isabella  (Johnson)  Maxwell,  were  natives  of  Adams  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  father  died  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  in  Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  W. 
R.  Maxwell,  a sketch  of  whom  is  given  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  that 
of  his  son,  Frank  Maxwell. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lash,  three  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  Henry;  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  George  Strain;  Isabella, 
wife  of  H.  H.  Huber;  Eliza,  wife  of  Andrew  Huber;  Louisa,  wife  of  R. 
Greer;  Laura,  wife  of  C.  F.  Denious;  and  Ida,  wife  of  Wilber  Miller. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Lash  continued  to  reside  in 
Wayne  county,  and  then  removed  to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  of  which  De- 
fiance county  then  formed  a part.  In  Florence  township  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
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that  place  he  devoted  his  energies  until  1871,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Section  11,  Hicksville  township.  Defiance  county.  Here  he  has 
erected  a good  brick  residence,  and  made  many  other  valuable  improvements, 
so  that  the  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  and  productive 
land,  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  of  the  community.  Farming 
has  been  his  chief  occupation  throughout  life,  and  in  his  undertakings  he 
has  met  with  a well-deserved  success.  For  several  years  he  was  a most 
efficient  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and  for  two  terms  he 
capably  filled  the  office  of  township  trustee. 


GEORGE  C.  ARMSTRONG. 

Prominent  among  the  early  settlers  of  Defiance  county,  as  well  as  rank- 
ing high  with  the  prosperous  and  substantial  farmers  of  later  years,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  There  have  been  some  very  energetic  and  active  men 
of  large  capacity  and  enterprise  who  came  to  this  locality  in  an  early  day, 
and  made  this  the  most  prominent  field  of  their  life  work.  Scarcely  any  of 
them,  however,  rank  higher  than  Mr.  Armstrong,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Delaware  township  since  1834,  his  pres- 
ent home  being  in  Section  31. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  born  February  18,  1826,  in  Connecticut,  a son  of 
Lee  and  Mary  (Spafforcl)  Armstrong,  and  in  that  State  the  mother  died 
in  1832.  In  the  following  year,  the  father,  who  was  born  January  24,  1795, 
migrated  to  Ohio,  and  after  spending  about  six  years  in  Henry  county  re- 
moved to  De  Kalb  county,  Indiana,  where  he  died  June  26,  1855. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family 
of  seven  children,  and  in  1833  came  with  his  father  to  Ohio,  in  which  State 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  At  the  early  age  of  eight  years  he  was  bound 
out  to  Peter  Blair,  of  Delaware  township,  Defiance  county,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  he  attained  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  After  his  first  marriage  in  1850,  he  located  on  the 
farm  which  has  since  been  his  place  of  residence.  All  of  the  buildings  upon 
the  place  have  been  erected  by  him.  In  his  chosen  calling  he  has  met  with 
excellent  success,  being  now  the  owner  of  nearly  six  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  all  of  which  has  been  accpiired  through  his  own  industry,  per- 
severance and  good  management,  as  he  began  life  for  himself  empty-handed. 

On  October  13,  1850,  Mr.  Armstrong  wedded  Miss  Mary  Platter,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  3,  1815,  and  died  October  5,  1853.  In 
Delaware  township  he  was  again  married,  November  20,  1854,  his  second 
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union  being  with  Miss  Caroline  Platter,  who  was  horn  in  that  township, 
February  13,  1834.  To  them  were  horn  six  children,  namely:  Hattie,  now 

the  wife  of  Stewart  Miller;  William,  who  died  January  17,  1888,  aged  twenty- 
nine  years;  Edwin,  who  died  in  childhood;  Eda,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years;  John,  who  died  in  childhood:  and  Libbie,  wife  of  Rev. 
Richard  Dempsey.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  August  4,  1871. 

In  Defiance  county,  November  23,  1876,  Mr.  Armstrong-  married  Mrs. 
Permelia  (Travis)  Simpson,  who  is  now  the  oldest  woman  living  in  Dela- 
ware township,  that  was  born  there,  her  birth  occurring  January  10,  1830. 
She  is  the  fourth  in  the  family  of  eleven  children  whose  parents  were  Will- 
iam and  Mary  C.  (Swartz)  Travis,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  On  coming  to 
this  State  they  first  located  in  Delaware  county,  but  came  to  Defiance  county 
at  a very  early  day  in  its  history.  Both  died  in  Noble  township,  the  father 
on  March  2,  1882,  aged  eighty  years,  the  mother  in  February,  1872,  aged 
sixty-nine.  Mrs.  Armstrong  first  married  Evan  W.  Simpson,  a native  of 
Ohio,  who  died  in  Paulding  county,  this  State,  March  17,  1867.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  be- 
ing: Mary,  Foreman,  Ada,  Nina,  William  and  Belle. 

For  years  Mr.  Armstrong  has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  has  never  been  a politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  preferring 
to  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  strictly  to  his  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing interests.  He  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Defiance  county,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  appreciate  his  sterling  worth. 


DAVID  MILLER. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  reliable  citizens  of  Tiffin  township.  De- 
fiance county,  is  David  Miller,  who  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  April  18,  1825, 
a son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Weaver)  Miller.  The  father  died  in 
November,  1847,  'n  Richland  township,  soon  after  coming  to  Defiance 
county,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  Tiffin  township. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  their  family  of  nine  children — six  sons 
and  three  daughters.  In  his  native  county  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
coming  to  Defiance  county  with  the  family  in  the  fall  of  1847.  Soon  after 
his  father’s  death  he  settled  in  Tiffin  township,  entering  a tract  of  land  in 
Section  35.  By  industry  and  perseverance  he  soon  converted  the  wild,  un- 
cultivated tract  into  rich  and  productive  fields,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
and  most  desirable  farms  in  the  community.  It  comprises  two  hundred  and 
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twenty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a comfortable  residence  and 
good  barns  and  outbuildings.  At  one  time  he  owned  four  hundred  acres,  but 
has  since  disposed  of  a portion  of  this. 

In  Tiffin  township,  February  13,  1851,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Polly  Partee,  who  was  torn  in  that  township,  August  22, 
1828,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows : Lewis,  Frank- 
lin ; Orlando,  who  died  in  childhood ; John ; Allen ; Sophia,  now  the  wife  of 
Clinton  Whitney;  Malinda,  wife  of  Edward  Wisler;  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  A. 
L.  Parker.  The  family  receive  and  merit  the  high  regard  of  the  entire 
community. 

Politically  Mr.  Miller  has  always  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  For  two 
terms  he  most  creditably  served  as  county  commissioner,  and  has  also  cap- 
ably filled  the  offices  of  township  trustee  and  school  director  for  many  years. 
His  public  and  private  life  are  above  reproach,  for  his  career  has  ever  been 
one  characterized  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty.  The  part  which  he  has 
taken  in  the  development  of  the  county  has  impressed  his  name  indelibly 
upon  its  records,  and  he  well  deserves  mention  among  the  honored  pioneers. 


TOWNSEND  NEWTON. 

This  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Defiance,  has  been  for  many  years 
identified  prominently  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  locality,  but 
has  now  retired  from  active  business  in  order  to  enjoy  the  competence  ac- 
quired by  his  past  years  of  toil. 

Mr.  Newton  was  born  August  9,  1826,  at  Willsboro,  Essex  county. 
New  York,  a son  of  William  and  Laura  (Moore)  Newton.  His  father,  who 
was  a native  of  Coldstream,  Scotland,  died  in  1849,  in  Ellenburg,  Clinton 
county.  New  York,  and  his  mother,  who  was  born  in  Essex  county,  New 
York,  died  in  1871,  in  Defiance,  Ohio.  Our  subject  was  the  third  in  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children — four  sons  and  three  daughters — and  was  reared  to 
farm  life  in  his  native  county.  By  the  time  he  reached  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  was  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  “bloomer”  trade,  and  this  he 
followed  for  some  time  in  Essex  and  Clinton  counties,  removing  to  the  lat- 
ter locality  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Later  he  purchased  a farm  in  St.  Law- 
rence county.  New  York,  and  after  residing  there  twelve  years  he  sold  out 
and  bought  a farm  at  Fort  Ann,  Washington  county,  in  the  same  State. 
Two  years  later,  in  October,  1862,  he  came  to  Defiance  to  spend  the  winter,  and 
in  the  following  spring  he  purchased  his  former  homestead  in  the  south- 
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western  part  of  Defiance  township,  where  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  has 
since  been  passed.  In  1863,  he  removed  temporarily  to  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  employed  as  foreman  for  twelve  years  by  Evans  & Rodgers, 
but  on  returning  to  his  farm  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits exclusively.  Since  September.  1892,  he  made  his  home  in  Defiance, 
having  disposed  of  all  his  land  with  the  exception  of  eighty  acres,  and  he  now 
occupies  a pleasant  residence  in  the  village. 

Socially  he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  an  active  member 
of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  at  Defiance.  He  also  takes  much  interest  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  never 
failed  to  show  sympathy  with  all  forms  of  progress  in  his  community.  As 
a good  citizen  he  is  interested  in  the  political  questions  of  the  day,  but  he  is 
not  active  as  a politician,  and  when  elected  county  commissioner  he  resigned 
the  office  at  the  end  of  two  years  of  service. 

On  September  26,  1849,  Mr.  Newton  was  married  at  Fort  Ann,  New 
York,  to  his  first  wife.  Miss  Caroline  E.  Brown,  a native  of  that  town,  who 
died  March  25,  1871,  in  Crane  township,  Paulding  county,  Ohio.  On  April 
2,  1872,  he  formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Jane 
(Winters)  Dickey,  widow  of  James  Dickey,  and  daughter  of  Isaiah  Win- 
ters, a native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  who  died  in  Hardin  county,  this 
State,  in  1856.  The  Winters  family  settled  in  Jefferson  county  at  an  early 
day,  being  identified  with  the  locality  for  many  years,  and  Mrs.  Newton’s 
birth  occurred  there  July  24,  1831.  Mr.  Newton  has  had  six  children,  all 
by  the  first  marriage:  Ella,  formerly  the  wife  of  William  Freese,  died  in 

Paulding  county;  Mary,  who  married  George  Freese,  also  died  in  Paulding 
county ; William  E.  and  Charles  H.  are  well-known  agriculturists  of  De- 
fiance township.  Defiance  county ; Helen  married  George  Cromley ; and  Har- 
riet, formerly  the  wife  of  Houston  Hanna,  died  in  Mark  township,  Defiance 
county. 


PETER  MANGAS. 

Among  the  worthy  men  whose  histories  are  recorded  in  this  volume 
none  stand  higher  in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens  than  does  this  well- 
known  resident  of  Defiance,  who  after  many  years  of  successful  business 
life  has  retired  to  that  village  to  pass  his  declining  years. 

Born  September  25,  1825,  in  Prussia,  he  is  a son  of  Caspar  and  Eliza- 
beth (Battar)  Mangas,  who  came  to  America  with  their  family  in  1837, 
settling  in  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where  their  remaining 
days  were  passed.  Our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  re- 
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mained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  During  boy- 
hood he  gave  evidence  of  decided  business  ability,  and  after  working  for 
nine  years  as  a driver  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  captain.  Through  his  industry  and  enterprise  he  became  the 
owner  of  two  boats  which  previous  to  his  marriage  he  traded  for  a tract 
of  land  in  Henry  county.  This  place,  a fine  estate  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  he  occupied  as  a homestead  until  the  fall  of  1895  when  he 
removed  to  Defiance,  and  while  he  still  retains  the  ownership  he  has  given 
the  management  into  other  hands.  As  a citizen  he  has  always  taken  much 
interest  in  the  political  issues  of  the  time,  and  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Republican  party.  While  residing  in  Henry 
county  he  held  numerous  local  offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
which  he  resigned  after  three  years  of  able  service.  He  and  his  wife  are 
leading  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Defiance,  and  sympathize  with 
all  efforts  toward  local  improvement. 

On  September  23,  1850,  Mr.  Mangas  was  married  in  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  Jackman,  who  was  born  in  France,  May  20,  1835, 
They  have  had  nine  children,  of  whom  all  are  living  except  Thomas,  who  died 
in  Henry  county  April  5,  1894.  The  others  are  Henry,  Frank,  Peter,  Jr., 
Albert,  George,  Joseph,  Andrew,  and  Frederick.  The  family  is  popular  so- 
cially and  they  occupy  a pleasant  home  in  Francis  street.  Defiance. 


JACOB  HOY. 

Mr.  Hoy,  who  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Henry 
county,  resides  on  the  southeast  portion  of  Harrison  township.  He  is  one 
of  the  men  who  thoroughly  understand  the  business  they  pursue,  and  he 
has  secured  a comfortable  competence.  His  home  place  is  a fertile  and  pro- 
ductive farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  its  present  highly 
cultivated  state  by  the  exercise  of  great  industry,  perseverance  and  excel- 
lent management.  His  improvements  are  of  a substantial  character,  and 
everything  about  the  place  denotes  prosperity  and  thrift.  Besides  this  farm 
he  owns  another  tract  of  eighty  acres  near  Holgate,  Henry  county,  which  is 
also  well  improved. 

Mr.  Hoy  was  born  August  31,  1831,  in  Pennsylvania,  but  when  quite 
young  removed  from  that  State  to  Niagara  county,  New  York,  with  his 
parents,  George  and  Fydia  (Kiefer)  Hoy.  A few  years  later  they  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  after  a short  time  spent  in  that  locality,  they  re- 
moved to  Fairfield  county,  this  State,  where  both  parents  died.  Our  sub- 
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jcct  was  the  second  in  their  family  of  five  children  who  reached  years  of 
maturity,  and  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Fairfield  county  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  labors  and  duties  which  fall 
to  tiie  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  Throughout  his  active  business  career  he  has 
engaged  in  the  occupations  of  farming  and  threshing,  and  since  1869  has 
carried  on  operations  in  Henry  county,  living  upon  his  present  farm  since 
that  year. 

In  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  December  17,  1857,  Mr.  Hoy  married  Miss 
Sarah  Shaffstall,  also  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
seven  children,  as  follows : Mary  Ann,  who  wedded  Lyman  Hall,  and 

died  in  Harrison  township,  Henry  county;  Lydia  S.,  wife  of  J.  O.  Blythe; 
Alice,  wife  of  John  Klein;  Emma  M.,  wife  of  Lyman  Hall;  George,  who 
died  when  about  ten  years  old;  Minnie  M.,  wife  of  Clinton  Otis;  and  Carrie 
M.,  wife  of  Doctor  H.  C.  Burson,  of  Grelton,  Henry  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Hoy  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  so- 
cially affiliates  with  the  Grange.  He  has  been  quite  prominently  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives ; has  capably  filled  the 
offices  of  township  trustee  and  school  director,  and  has  assisted  materially 
in  the  development  of  his  section  of  the  county.  He  bears  a high  character 
for  sterling  integrity,  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 


HENRY  DEEPE. 

Mr.  Deepe,  who  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best  and  most  highly-culti- 
vated farms  of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, June  8.  1833,  a son  of  Frederick  and  Rachel  (Schroer)  Deepe,  also 
natives  of  Prussia,  who  in  the  fall  of  1836  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
first  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Later  they  came  to  Defiance  county,  and  in 
Tiffin  township  spent  their  remaining  days. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their  eight  children — two  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters— and  was  three  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  New  World. 
After  ten  years  spent  in  Stark  county,  the  family  removed  to  Defiance  county, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  being  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  boys  of  his  day. 

In  Tiffin  township  Mr.  Deepe  was  married,  November  8,  1855,  to  Miss 
Mary  Redker,  also  a native  of  Prussia,  who  was  born  October  21,  1839.  Her 
parents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Schroer)  Redker,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Prussia,  and  in  1840  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  becoming  resi- 
dents of  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  live 
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until  called  from  this  life.  In  their  family  were  ten  children — two  sons  and 
eight  daughters — Mrs.  Deepe  being  the  eldest.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  twelve  children,  one  of  whom,  Sarah  C.,  died  in  infancy. 
Those  yet  living  are  as  follows : Pherobey  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Wilbur  Rum- 

mell ; Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  McComb;  John  W. ; Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Clay;  Adelia,  wife  of  Samuel  Burk;  Phcebe  E.,  wife  of  Emory  Elliott; 
Nettie;  Belle,  wife  of  Walter  Dickman;  William  H. ; Lewis  C. ; and 
Chauncey  M. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Deepe  located  in  Tiffin  township,  where  he  now 
owns  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  good 
and  substantial  buildings,  which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  Throughout  his  business  career  he  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  met  with  a well-merited 
success  in  his  operations.  For  over  half  a century  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Defiance  county,  and  as  a public-spirited,  progressive  citizen,  has  given  sup- 
port to  all  measures  for  the  public  good.  As  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
his  community,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  local  official  positions. 
Over  his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong,  his  public  service  was 
most  exemplary,  and  his  private  life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to 
duty.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  sincere  and  worthy  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 


ELMER  F.  PARTEE. 

This  well-known  and  highly  respected  farmer  of  Tiffin  township  is 
one  of  Defiance  county’s  native  sons,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  her 
most  prominent  and  honored  families,  whose  identification  with  her  history 
dates  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  county,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Enos  Partee,  locating  here  December  24,  1825.  He  came  from  Highland 
county,  Ohio,  and  his  was  of  the  second  white  family  to  take  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Tiffin  township,  with  whose  development  and  prosperity  its  mem- 
bers have  since  been  identified. 

William  E.  Partee,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Highland  county, 
January  23,  1821,  and  was  therefore  only  four  years  old  when  brought  by 
bis  parents  to  Defiance  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  aiding  in  the  arduous  task  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into  pro- 
ductive and  highly  cultivated  fields.  On  December  11,  1852,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Wissler,  a native  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
and  they  began  housekeeping  upon  a farm  in  Tiffin  township,  Defiance  county, 
making  it  their  home  until  1882,  when  they  removed  to  the  city  of  Defiance. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


563 


There  she  died  November  7,  1890,  and  he  passed  away  February  16,  1894, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  only  child  of  this  worthy  couple,  was  born  in 
Tiffin  township,  November  19,  1856,  and  upon  the  home  farm  passed  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  married,  in  Hicksville,  Defi- 
ance county,  October  12,  1882,  to  Miss  Emma  Lehman.  She  was  born  in 
Noble  township,  same  county,  December  8,  1854,  a daughter  of  Christian  Leh- 
man, a native  of  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  the  New  World  in  1830.  In 
this  country  he  married  Catherine  Bahr,  who  was  also  born  in  Germany,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  1835.  They  continued  residents  of  Defiance  county 
until  called  from  this  life,  Mrs.  Lehman  dying  in  Noble  township,  March 
26,  1882,  and  her  husband  in  Hicksville,  June  30,  1891.  In  their  family 
were  twelve  children,  Mrs.  Partee  being  tenth  in  the  order  of  birth.  She  was 
a teacher,  and  taught  school  nine  terms.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Verna  U.,  born  May  1,  1890,  died  May 
10,  1890;  and  Lima  F.,  born  November  7,  1892. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Partee  located  upon  the  farm  in  Tiffin 
township,  where  he  still  continues  to  live.  It  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  in  the  community,  comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  he  had  improved  and  placed  under  excellent  cultivation. 
His  beautiful  home  is  surrounded  with  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  the 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  well  indicates  the  industry,  perse- 
verance and  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner.  In  connection  with  farming, 
Mr.  Partee  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  seven  winters.  For 
three  years  he  held  the  office  of  township  clerk,  and  has  always  taken  a com- 
mendable interest  in  local  affairs.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  in  religious  faith,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; in  politics  he  gives 
his  influence  to  the  Populist  party. 


JACOB  F.  GARMAN. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their  way  to 
success  through  unfavorable  environments,  we  find  an  unconscious  recogni- 
tion of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  a character  which  can  not  only  endure  so  rough 
a test,  but  gain  new  strength  through  the  discipline.  The  following  history 
sets  forth  briefly  the  steps  by  which  our  subject,  now  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturists  of  Defiance  county,  residing  in  Section  10,  Defiance  town- 
ship, overcame  the  disadvantages  of  his  early  life. 
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Mr.  Garman  was  born  in  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  3,  1831, 
a son  of  George  P.  and  Rebecca  (Frankenberger)  Garman,  also  natives  of 
that  State,  the  former  born  in  Lebanon  county,  the  latter  in  Bucks  county. 
In  1846,  with  their  family,  they  emigrated  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  lo- 
cated in  Defiance  township;  but  the  father  did  not  long  enjoy  his  new  home, 
dying  here  November  26,  1847.  The  mother  passed  away  in  the  same  town- 
ship in  1871.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Garman, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  removed  to  Pennsylvania  after  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Flis  death  occurred  in  Lebanon  county,  that  State. 

Jacob  F.  Garman  is  eighth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  nine 
children— -three  sons  and  six  daughters — and  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  in  1846. 
As  the  schools  of  that  early  day  were  widely  scattered  his  education  was  lim- 
ited to  seven  months’  attendance  at  the  district  school  nearest  his  boyhood 
home,  but  he  has  made  the  most  of  his  advantages,  and  is  to-day  a well  in- 
formed man.  Upon  the  home  farm  in  Defiance  township  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  throughout  his  active  business  life  has  successfully  engaged  in 
farming. 

Mr.  Garman  was  married  in  Defiance  township  to  Miss  Winnie  A. 
Shirley,  who  died  in  less  than  a year  after  their  marriage.  He  was  again 
married  in  that  township,  his  second  union  being  February  23,  1868,  with 
Mrs.  Annie  (Cromley)  Knight,  widow  of  George  Knight,  and  daughter 
of  Jonas  Cromley,  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  died  in  Defiance  township,  Defiance  county,  August  19,,  1890.  Two 
children  were  born  of  the  second  union:  David  C.,  who  is  mentioned  below; 

and  Nancy  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Garman  is  a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
For  two  terms  he  acceptably  served  as  trustee  of  his  township,  but  has  never 
cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  political  positions,  though  he  has 
ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  local  affairs.  His  support  is  never  with- 
held from  any  object  which  he  believes  calculated  to  promote  the  religious, 
educational  or  material  welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  and  he  is  therefore 
recognized  as  one  of  its  most  useful  and  valued  citizens. 

David  C.  Garman,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Defiance  town- 
ship May  23,  1869,  and  there  he  has  always  made  his  home.  His  elementary 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools,  and  subsequently  he  was  a 
student  in  Defiance  College  for  several  terms,  after  which  he  was  one  of  the 
popular  and  successful  teachers  of  Defiance  county  for  a time.  In  Plenry 
county,  Ohio,  he  was  married  December  24,  1892,  to  Miss  Isora  Abbott, 
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who  was  born  in  Defiance  township,  Defiance  county,  November  13,  1871, 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Gray)  Abbott,  of  that  township.  They 
have  two  children:  Winona,  born  November  24,  1893;  and  Vida,  born 

June  6,  1896. 


D.  E.  DOZER. 

D.  E.  Dozer,  attorney  at  law,  Defiance,  Defiance  county,  Ohio. 


GEORGE  FERGUSON. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  who  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  education  of  Richland 
township.  Defiance  county,  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  iii  farming, 
has  led  a life  of  honest  toil.  Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and  far- 
reaching  usefulness  his  duties  have  been  performed  with  the  greatest  care,  and 
business  interests  have  been  SO'  managed  as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  of 
the  public  and  the  prosperity  which  should  always  attend  honorable  effort. 

Born  in  Albany,  New  York,  September  17,  1837,  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a son 
of  William  and  Julia  (Allen)  Ferguson,  the  former  a native  of  New  York, 
the  latter  of  Canada.  On  coming  to  Ohio  in  the  spring  of  1850,  they  located 
in  the  city  of  Defiance,  where  the  father  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for 
several  years,  both  spending  their  last  days  there.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  our  subject  being  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  accom- 
panied them  on  their  removal  to  Defiance,  and  assisted  his  father  in  business 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Doniphan,  Kansas,  engaging 
in  mercantile  pursuits  there  for  three  years.  On  disposing  of  his  business,  he 
went  to  Pike’s  Peak,  Colorado,  where  he  followed  farming  for  three  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  returned  to  Defiance. 

By  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  was  soon  afterward  appointed  paymaster  in 
the  United  States  Army,  and  for  nine  years  most  creditably  filled  that  position, 
being  seven  years  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  two  in  the  regular  army.  After 
resigning  that  important  post,  he  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in 
Indian  Territory  for  two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  variously  employed  until  locating  upon  his  present  farm  in  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  with  most 
gratifying  results.  His  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  in  South  Richland 
precinct,  comprises  eighty  acres  of  highly-cultivated  and  well-improved  land. 

On  April  6,  1864,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Adelaide  Luce,  a native  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  by 
whom  he  has  three  children  still  living,  namely:  Charles  F.,  Mary  and  Roy; 
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they  lost  three,  who  died  when  quite  young.  The  parents  are  both  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  the  social  circles  of 
their  community  occupy  an  enviable  position.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Ferguson  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  principles. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  since  1894 
has  efficiently  served  as  its  chairman.  His  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to 
warrant  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
his  devotion  to  the  public  good  is  unquestioned,  arising  from  a sincere  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  those  around  him. 


JAMES  WATERSTON. 

One  of  the  leading  and  representative  farmers  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  is  James  Waterston,  who'  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Belmont  county,  March  6,  1837. 

Alexander  Waterston,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Dalkeith,  Scot- 
land, March  6,  1805,  and  was  the  elder  of  the  two  children  of  Simon  and  Janet 
(Thornburg)  Waterston.  Alexander  was  quite  young  when  his  father  died, 
and  he  was  then  reared  by  his  grandfather,  with  whom  he  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade.  Subsequently  he  learned  both  the  butcher’s  and  baker’s  trades,  and  for 
two  years  previous  to  coming  to  the  United  States  he  followed  the  latter 
occupation.  In  his  native  land  he  was  married,  in  1829,  to  Miss  Janet  For- 
rest, who  was  born  in  Penicuick,  Scotland. 

On  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1831,  Alexander  Waterston  first  located 
near  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  whence  he,  in  1834,  removed  to  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  for  a number  of 
years,  later  going  to  Richland  county,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land 
and  improved  a farm.  In  September,  1853,  he  came  to  Williams  county, 
locating  in  Bridgewater  township.  Here  he  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  only  two  of  which  had  been  cleared,  and  near  the  cabin  already  standing 
thereon  he  built  another,  covering  the  space  between,  which  he  converted  into 
a wide  hall,  thus  making  a double  house.  To  the  original  purchase  he  added 
another  tract  of  raw  land,  making  in  all  over  five  hundred  acres,  and  with 
a will  he  set  to  work  to  clear  and  improve  the  place,  assisted  by  his  sons.  He 
always  took  the  lead  in  everything,  hard  work  never  daunted  him,  and  he 
became  one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers  and  prominent  citizens  of  the 
township.  A man  of  strict  integrity  and  sterling  worth,  his  word  was  ever  con- 
sidered as  good  as  his  bond,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  Williams 
county  stood  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  As  a true  and  loyal 
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citizen  of  his  adopted  country,  he  took  a deep  interest  in  public  affairs ; was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican  in  politics;  was  called  upon  to  fill  various 
local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  was  serving  as  township  treasurer  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  old  homestead  March  u,  1875,  when 
he  was  seventy  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  on 
the  old  homestead,  August  27,  1891,  aged  ninety-one  years.  Thus  ended  two 
noble  lives.  They  were  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  always 
adhered  to  that  faith.  Of  their  eleven  children,  five  are  yet  living.  In  order 
of  birth  they  were  as  follows : Simon,  a prominent  citizen  of  Williams  county, 
who  was  a member  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the 
Civil  war;  Alexander,  Janet  and  Thomas  (all  three  deceased)  ; James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  David  and  Benjamin  (both  deceased)  ; William,  who 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Wallace  (deceased);  Mrs.  Mary  Haines; 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Culbertson. 

James  Waterston  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
State.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  with  the  family  to  Williams  county, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-seven,  assisting  in  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  improving  the  home  farm.  In  1864,  after  his 
marriage,  he  located  upon  a tract  of  land  given  him  by  his  father,  and  after 
clearing  away  the  heavy  timber,  he  placed  the  land  under  cultivation,  making 
a good  farm  which  he  sold  in  1867.  His  present  farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, comprising  two  hundred  acres,  consists  of  three  different  tracts,  which 
at  the  time  of  purchase  was  an  unbroken  forest.  Most  of  the  land  is  now 
highly  cultivated,  an  orchard  has  been  set  out,  a commodious  two-story  brick 
residence  has  been  built,  together  with  good  outbuildings,  and  the  place  is 
now  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  county.  Besides  being  a thorough 
and  skillful  farmer,  Mr.  Waterston  is  a successful  stock  raiser,  and  has  upon 
his  place  a fine  grade  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs. 

In  1864  Mr.  Waterston  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Branderberry,  who 
was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  August  19,  1845,  a daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Jane  (Malcom)  Branderberry,  also  natives  of  Ohio.  In  1854  her  parents  re- 
moved to  Bridgewater  township,  Williams  county,  where  her  father  engaged 
in  farming  for  some  years,  but  he  is  now  living  retired  in  Montpelier.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Their 
children  are  Emily,  Jason,  Robert,  Sarab,  Abigail  and  James.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waterston  have  been  born  five  children,  namely : Emma,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years ; Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  Wirts ; Gertrude,  wife  of  W. 
Close;  and  Theodore  and  James  R.,  both  at  home.  In  the  United  Brethren 
Church  our  subject  and  his  wife  hold  membership,  and  in  politics  he  is  identi- 
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fiecl  with  the  Republican  party.  He  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable  in- 
terest in  public  affairs  and  gives  his  support  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  general  welfare. 


PHILIP  YOUNG. 

Philip  Young,  farmer,  post  office  Jewell,  Defiance  county,  Ohio. 


FREDERICK  ROTHENBERGER. 

The  foreign-born  residents  of  this  section  constitute  a most  desirable  class 
of  citizens,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography  represents  by  his  thrift,  enterprise 
and  public  spirit,  the  best  elements  of  the  German  race. 

Mr.  Rothenberger  was  born  August  19,  1837,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
the  son  of  Jacob  F.  and  Hannah  (Stuber)  Rothenberger,  and  the  first  four 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  Fatherland.  During  this  period  his  mother 
died,  and  some  time  in  the  forties  the  father  came  to  America  with  his  children, 
locating  first  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  eight  years,  and  later, 
after  residing  for  four  years  in  Defiance  county,  he  settled  permanently  in  Flat 
Rock  township,  Henry  county,  where  his  death  occurred  in  May,  1892.  Our 
subject  is  the  second  in  a family  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
viz. : Henry,  Frederick  and  Fredericka. 

As  Mr.  Rothenberger,  our  subject,  accompanied  his  father  in  his  various 
changes  of  residence,  he  came  to  Henry  county  when  about  seventeen  years 
old,  and  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home  there.  He  has  always  been  engaged 
in  farming,  and  now  owns  a fine  homestead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Flat  Rock  township,  his  comfortable  and  attractive  buildings  and  other 
improvements  showing  judicious  and  liberal  management.  As  a public-spirited 
citizen  he  takes  an  active  part  in  all  progressive  movements  in  his  locality, 
and  he  has  been  especially  interested  in  educational  advancement,  having- 
served  for  some  time  as  a member  of  the  board  of  education.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  prominent  in  township  affairs,  having  held  the  office 
of  trustee  for  about  thirteen  years,  and  that  of  treasurer  for  two  years.  He 
and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  numerous  official  positions,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Maumee  Valley  Pioneer  Association,  and  the  Monumental  Pioneer  Associa- 
tion of  the  Maumee  Valley. 

On  March  9,  1862,  Mr.  Rothenberger  was  married  in  Flat  Rock  town- 
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ship,  Henry  county,  to  Miss  Eliza  DeLong,  a native  of  Knox  county,  Ohio 
and  a daughter  of  Elias  and  Matilda  DeLong.  Seven  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  viz.:  Alva,  Harry,  Jennie  (wife  of  O.  J.  McCrillis),  Frederick, 
Carrie,  Emanuel  and  Lillian. 


AMOS  FORLOW. 

This  age  is  not  wholly  utilitarian.  On  all  sides  we  see  some  earnest 
souls  laboring  devotedly  to  bring  about  a recognition  of  some  higher  principle 
in  life  than  selfish  greed,  and  stimulating  in  the  hearts  of  others  a desire  for 
spiritual  progress.  The  friends  of  Amos  Forlow  will  see  in  his  years  of  faith- 
ful work  in  all  forms  of  religious  endeavor  a source  of  present  good  to  the 
community,  and  long  after  he  has  entered  into  his  final  rest  his  influence  will 
continue  in  everlasting  circles. 

Mr.  Forlow,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  residing  in  Section  I,  Hicks- 
ville  township,  Defiance  county,  was  born  August  21,  1833,  near  Hamilton, 
Butler  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Emerick)  Forlow, 
the  former  born  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1810,  the  latter  in 
Ohio,  in  1812.  In  1843  the  family  moved  from  Butler  county  to  Defiance 
county  (then  a part  of  Williams  county),  and  located  in  Section  36,  Milford 
township.  The  mother  died  in  1876,  but  the  father  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  their  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, and  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Defiance  county,  being  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Milford  township.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  working  for 
others  as  a farm  hand  for  the  first  three  years.  He  then  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Section  1,  Hicksville  township,  to  which  he  has  since  added,  his 
farm  now  comprising  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  under  excellent  cultivation 
and  improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 

On  November  19,  1856,  Mr.  Forlow  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Myers,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  October  10,  1833,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Myers.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as 
follows:  Frank  L.,  who  is  now  an  attorney  of  Webb  City,  Missouri;  Alice 

E.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Getrost;  Adelia,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Lilly,  of  Hicksville, 
Defiance  county;  Edward  A. ; Amanda,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Hilbert ; Cora  B. : 
and  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Forlow  enlisted  in  August, 
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1862,  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Resaca, 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  the  march  through  the  Caro- 
linas.  He  is  now  an  honored  member  of  I.  Doniphan  Post,  No.  52,  G.  A.  R. 
He  also  had  three  brothers — John  B.,  William  and  George— who  aided  their 
country  in  her  successful  efforts  to  preserve  the  Union. 

Politically,  Mr.  Forlow  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  formerly  took  quite 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics,  serving  as  assessor  of  Hicks- 
ville  township  in  1866,  1867  and  1868.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  and 
influential  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of  Hicksville,  and  have 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  its  work.  For  twenty-one  years  he  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  has  been  a delegate  to  the  State  and 
world’s  Sunday-school  conventions,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  secretary  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Hicksville  Circuit.  In  connection  with  his 
Church  work  he  has  done  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance in  his  community.  Being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Defiance  county, 
he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Maumee  Pioneer  Association,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  honored  president,  after  having  served  for  twenty-one  years 
as  its  secretary.  Those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest 
friends,  and  no  citizen  of  Defiance  county  is  held  in  higher  respect  or  esteem 
than  Amos  Forlow. 


JACOB  CONRAD  HALM. 

In  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  whether  in  rural  hamlet  or  crowded 
city,  there  may  be  found  those  who  trace  their  descent  from  the  studious  and 
philosophic  German  race.  In  every  walk  of  life  their  ability  and  energy  have 
gained  for  them  a foremost  rank,  and  they  constitute  an  important  factor  in 
the  development  and  maintenance  of  American  institutions.  The  superior 
advantages  of  this  section  have  naturally  attracted  a large  number  of  this 
enterprising  class  of  citizens,  and  the  following  sketch  supplies  a typical  in- 
stance of  a family  which  has  for  many  years  occupied  a leading  place  in  the 
business  and  social  activities  of  the  thriving  city  of  Bryan. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  had  their  home  for  many  generations  in 
the  south  of  Germany,  in  or  near  the  village  of  Baltmannsweiler,  Schorndorf, 
Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg.  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Halm,  who  was  a wealthy 
land  owner  and  agriculturist  of  that  vicinity,  throughout  his  life  held  a prom- 
inent place  as  a citizen  by  reason  of  his  high  character.  Like  all  the  members 
of  the  family,  Jacob  Halm  was  a devout  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Luth- 
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eran  Church,  in  which  he  was  an  active  worker,  ancl  he  died  in  that  faith  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a family  of  chil- 
dren, among  whom  was  a son,  Jacob  (2),  our  subject’s  father. 

Jacob  Halm  (2)  was  born  in  1834,  at  Baltmannsweiler,  and  in  his  youth 
received  an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  Thus  equipped 
for  the  battle  of  life,  he  determined  in  early  manhood  to  seek  in  America 
a better  opportunity  for  advancement  than  his  native  land  promised  him,  and 
in  1854  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  On  reaching  New  York  City  he  found 
employment  in  a large  wholesale  wine  and  liquor  establishment,  where  he 
remained  about  four  years.  In  1858  he  came  to  Ohio  on  a prospecting  tour, 
but,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  outlook,  he  returned  to  New  York.  In  1863 
he  again  came  west,  the  rapid  development  of  this  section  having  dispelled 
all  doubts  as  to  the  future  value  of  investments  here,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
he  located  at  Bryan,  purchasing  three  or  four  lots  on  the  north  side  of  the 
public  square,  including  the  present  site  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  at 
once  opened  a grocery  and  saloon  there,  but  after  carrying  on  the  business 
for  a year  he  sold  the  property  and  removed  to  a farm  in  Defiance  county, 
five  miles  south  of  Bryan.  In  1865  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Bryan,  having 
purchased  from  Henry  Arnold  the  old  brewery  there.  It  was  then  a com- 
mon frame  structure,  limited  in  its  capacity  and  crude  in  its  fittings,  and  with 
characteristic  foresight  and  energy  he  added  various  modern  improvements. 

In  1873  he  removed  the  old  buildings  entirely,  and  erected  a modern 
brick  structure,  ninety  feet  square  and  four  stories  in  height,  with  basement, 
and  equipped  it  with  the  most  approved  appliances.  His  special  aim  was  to 
secure  a good  quality  of  beer,  absolutely  free  from  adulteration,  pure  malt 
and  hops  being  used  instead  of  the  cheaper  substitutes  which  are  sometimes 
employed  by  other  manufacturers.  The  water  for  the  plant  was  obtained  from 
an  artesian  well,  thus  insuring  perfect  purity,  and  even  this  was  carefully 
sterilized  before  being  used.  It  is  not  strange  that  with  such  methods  he  soon 
established  a reputation  for  making  a first-class  product,  and  the  demand 
rapidly  increased  until  he  had  an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  7,  1883,  he  was  worth  more  than 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  the  locality. 

He  was  a generous  man,  liberal  in  thought  and  in  his  dealings  with 
others,  and  as  a citizen  he  was  public-spirited  and  progressive.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  during  two  terms  he  served  acceptably  as  a member  of 
the  city  council.  For  many  years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  socially  he  was  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
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Masonic  fraternity.  His  death  was  a sad  blow  to  the  community  in  which 
he  had  so  long  resided,  especially  as  it  came  without  warning.  While  over- 
seeing some  work  in  the  brewery  his  sleeve  was  caught  by  a set  screw  on 
a rapidly  revolving  shaft,  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  His  wife,  Caroline 
Iviesel,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  New  York  City  October  20,  1858,  sur- 
vived him  several  years,  dying  June  15,  1895,  and  their  remains  now  rest 
side  by  side  in  the  Fountain  City  cemetery,  at  Bryan.  Their  acquaintance 
had  begun  in  childhood,  at  Baltmannsweiler,  Germany,  where  Mrs.  Halm 
was  born  May  26,  1834,  and  as  she  came  to  America  in  1853  they  had  known 
but  little  separation  throughout  their  lives  until  death  came  between  them. 
Of  their  five  children— the  eldest,  Caroline,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  unmar- 
ried ; Rosa  married  A.  G.  Helwig,  a stenographer,  residing  at  Kendallsville, 
Indiana;  Jacob  C.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Julia  married 
F.  H.  Kreagloh,  now  the  secretary  of  the  Halm  Brewing  Company  at  Bryan ; 
and  William  died  (unmarried)  in  1892,  aged  twenty-three  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  15,  1864,  at  the  farm  then  owned  by  his 
father  in  Defiance  county,  and  his  education  was  secured  in  the  schools  of 
Bryan.  During  his  boyhood  he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  management 
of  the  brewery,  and  in  time  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
details  of  the  work.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  although  only  eighteen 
years  old,  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  business,  and  he  has  ever  since  con- 
ducted it  successfully.  Under  his  able  and  progressive  management  the  plant 
has  been  improved,  any  new  device  being  added  which  will  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  works  and  the  value  of  the  product.  The  plant  has  a daily 
capacity  of  sixty  barrels,  about  double  the  daily  product  at  the  time  he  took 
charge,  and  nine  men  are  kept  constantly  employed.  As  may  be  supposed, 
he  has  taken  no  backward  steps,  and,  following  the  example  set  by  his  father, 
he  permits  no  adulterants  to  be  used  in  the  goods  bearing  the  name  of  his 
company.  Under  his  able  and  progressive  management  the  reputation  of  the 
product  has  been  greatly  extended,  and  it  commands,  as  it  should,  the  highest 
market  price. 

Mr.  Halm  resembles  his  father  in  many  respects,  and  especially  in  his 
courteous  manner  and  generous  and  hospitable  disposition.  He  enjoys  wide 
popularity  and  socially  is  identified  with  various  orders,  including  the  F.  and 
A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran;  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  enterprise  is  displayed  in  local 
affairs  as  well  as  in  his  private  business,  as  he  is  always  ready  to  assist  in 
any  movement  which  promises  to  benefit  his  community,  and  he  has  served 
two  terms  as  treasurer  of  Pulaski  township,  Williams  county. 
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On  December  15,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Millie  M.  Rankert,  a daughter 
of  Michael  Rankert,  now  an  honored  resident  of  Bryan.  This  venerable  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  1816  in  Alsace  (now  a province  of  Germany),  and  for 
seven  years  was  a soldier  in  the  French  cavalry,  serving  in  the  African  cam- 
paigns, and  the  reminiscences  of  his  long  life  are  full  of  interest.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Halm  have  had  three  children,  viz. : Lorene,  horn  January  6,  1890,  and 
died  when  only  eight  months  old;  Jacob  Charles,  horn  April  5,  1891,  and 
Arthur  William,  born  September  30,  1893. 


EDWARD  HELLER. 

This  well-known  resident  of  Delaware  township,  Defiance  county,  is  a 
Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  having  been  born  March  24,  1834,  in  Dauphin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  the  birthplace  of  his  parents,  also.  Here  his  father,  Jacob  D. 
Heller,  was  married  to  Margaret  Daniels,  and  for  a number  of  years  after 
marriage  their  history  and  interests  were  identified  with  the  familiar  scenes 
of  their  native  county;  but  in  1838,  turning  from  these,  they  moved  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  which  became  their  permanent  home.  Both  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  the  husband  and  father  having  nearly  com- 
pleted his  eighty-sixth  year  when  called  to'  his  long  home.  Of  the  thirteen 
children — seven  sons  and  six  daughters — born  to  them,  our  subject  was  seventh 
in  the  order  of  birth. 

Edward  Heller  from  the  time  he  was  four  years  of  age  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Crawford  county,  and  agricultural  pursuits  have  been  his  chief  life 
vocation.  When  a young  man  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a house  plasterer  to 
some  extent,  later  in  life  joining  the  ranks  of  those  who  were  gallantly  offer- 
ing their  lives  in  their  country’s  defense,  enlisting,  February  20,  1865,  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Hap- 
pily the  end  of  the  bitter  conflict  was  near  at  hand,  and  after  a period  of  about 
eight  months  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  and  returned  to  the  quiet  of 
farm  life. 

On  March  18,  1857,  Mr.  Heller  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Miller,  of  Crawford  county.  She  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  August  17, 
1835,  the  youngest  child  of  David  and  Mary  (Shoos)  Miller,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were  the  parents  of  ten  children — six  sons  and 
four  daughters.  The  father  died  in  Crawford  county,  the  mother  in  Defiance 
county,  both  being  about  seventy-six  years  of  age. 

Soon  after  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  moved  to  Wyandot  county, 
Ohio.  After  a stay  there  of  a little  more  than  six  years,  they  returned  to 


576 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Crawford  county,  where  they  remained  nearly  a year  and  then  settled  in  their 
present  home  in  Delaware  township,  coming  here  in  March,  1864,  nearly  a year 
before  Mr.  Heller’s  enlistment.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  follow- 
ing children:  Franklin  C. ; Mary  A.  (Mrs.  William  English,  who  died  in 

1895,  at  Bass  Lake,  Indiana,  when  about  thirty-four  years  of  age)  ; William 
E. ; and  Laura  L.  (Mrs.  Jacob  C.  Miller). 

The  homestead  contains  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  18,  and  the  good 
buildings  with  which  it  is  furnished  have  been  erected  by  Mr.  Heller.  He  is 
a member  of  Hancock  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  political  faith  is  a Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 


PETER  CHARPIOT. 

Mr.  Charpiot  is  a leading  representative  of  the  business  interests  of 
Stryker,  Williams  county,  being  a prominent  hardware  merchant  of  that 
place.  Of  excellent  business  ability  and  broad  resources,  he  has  attained  a 
leading  place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county,  having 
won  success  by  his  well-directed,  energetic  efforts,  and  the  prosperity  that  has 
come  to  him  is  well-deserved. 

Mr.  Charpiot  was  born  September  23,  1835,  in  France,  where  he  was 
reared,  and  where  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade.  In  1854  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, and  after  spending  three  months  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  he  came  to  Williams 
county.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for  four  years  in  West  Unity,  and  then 
opened  a small  tin  shop  in  Stryker,  adding  to  it  a limited  stock  of  hardware  a 
year  later.  As  his  trade  increased  he  gradually  enlarged  his  stock  to  meet  the 
growing  demand,  and  now  has  a large  and  well-equipped  store.  While  in 
West  Unity  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a loss  of  nine  thousand 
dollars,  and  in  January,  1897,  his  store  in  Stryker  was  burned,  the  damage 
amounting  to  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  but  it  was  partly  covered  by  insur- 
ance. As  soon  as  possible,  he  resumed  business,  however,  and  to-day  enjoys 
an  excellent  trade. 

In  West  Unity,  Mr.  Charpiot  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elise 
Peugeot,  who  was  also  a native  of  France,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children, 
namely : Edward,  Leo,  Leah,  Emil,  living,  and  two — Henry  and  George — 
deceased.  The  mother  of  these  died  June  30,  1876,  and  on  November  26,  1876, 
Mr.  Charpiot  married  Louise  Charpiot,  a second  cousin  (their  grandfathers 
being  brothers),  who  was  born  November  13,  1838,  in  France,  coming  to 
America  in  1861.  For  fifteen  years  she  lived  in  New  York  City.  By  this 
marriage  there  is  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Grisier,  of 
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Wauseon,  Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  As  a busi- 
ness man  Mr.  Charpiot  has  been  enterprising,  energetic  and  always  abreast  of 
the  times,  and  besides  his  property  in  Stryker  he  now  owns  about  five  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Williams  county.  He  has  ever  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  efficiently  served  in  the  capacity  of  school  director  and  councilman. 
His  life  record  is  well  worthy  of  emulation,  and  contains  many  valuable 
lessons  of  incentive,  showing  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to  young  men  who 
wish  to  improve  every  opportunity  for  advancement. 


CHARLES  C.  WELSON. 

To  the  Fatherland  this  country  is  indebted  for  very  many  of  her  most 
loyal,  industrious,  frugal  and  enlightened  citizens,  among  whom  is  worthily 
numbered  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  a veteran  of  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Born  near  the  city  of  Berlin,  Germany,  January  4,  1841,  our  subject  is  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Neuman)  Welson,  and  a grandson  of  Christo- 
pher Welson,  a farmer  by  occupation,  who  was  born  in  the  Fatherland  in 
1783,  and  died  there  in  1866.  In  his  family  were  three  sons — Joseph,  Fred- 
erick and  John ; and  three  daughters — Elizabeth,  Sophia  and  Seretha ; all 
now  deceased  except  John,  who  has  his  home  in  Michigan. 

Frederick  Welson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  September  16,  1820, 
in  Germany,  and  died  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1895.  In  his  native 
land  he  married  Miss  Mary  Neuman,  who  was  born  there  July  10,  1820,  and 
five  children  blessed  their  union,  viz. : Charles  C.  (our  subject),  Sophia  (who 
died  in  Germany),  Frederick  (also  deceased),  Minnie  (wife  of  David  Swab,  of 
Hancock  county,  Ohio),  and  Henry  (also  a resident  of  Hancock  county)  — 
all  natives  of  Germany  except  Henry,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  In  1855  the 
family  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
followed  farming. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  after  attending  and  graduating  from  the  schools  of 
Germany,  our  subject  came  to  the  United  States,  and  in  the  schools  of  Hancock 
county  acquired  a good  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  He  then  began 
working  by  the  month,  remaining  some  twenty-one  months  with  one  employer, 
his  wages  being  about  one  dollar  a week ; then  was  employed  by  another  man 
at  seventy  dollars  a year,  which  engagement  continued  two  years,  and  after  that 
he  worked  at  carpentry  one  year  at  eight  dollars  per  month.  After  his  return 
from  the  war  (his  experience  therein  being  referred  to  below),  he  resumed 
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the  pursuits  of  peace  in  Hancock  county,  working  by  the  month  at  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  in  course  of  time  purchased  and  came  to  his  present  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  York  township,  Fulton  county. 

On  August  26,  1861,  Mr.  Welson  enlisted  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  in  Company 
D,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  and  served  consecutively  under  Generals  Nelson,  O.  M.  Mitchell  and  H. 
Thomas,  the  regiment  being  attached  to  General  Sherman’s  army.  In  the 
spring  of  1864,  his  term  of  service  having  expired,  he  re-enlisted  as  a veteran. 
Among  the  many  engagements  in  which  this  gallant  soldier  participated  may 
be  mentioned  those  of  Stone  River,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Dalton,  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  Jonesboro,  Siege  of  Atlanta,  Ivy  Mountain,  Buzzard  Roost, 
LaVergne,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Savannah.  On  February  17, 
1865,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  confined  in  Libby  Prison  about  three 
and  one-half  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  paroled;  the  war  being 
now  ended,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home  to  Hancock 
county,  as  above  related. 

On  May  2,  1869,  Charles  C.  Welson  was  married  to  Matilda  E.  Foster, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  Silas  Foster,  of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  three  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  all  yet  living  at  home,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows : J.  R.,  July  18,  1870;  Maude  L.,  June  25,  1874;  and  Blanche 
B.,  September  18,  1881.  Mrs.  Welson  was  born  June  3,  1849,  m Wood 
county,  Ohio,  where  she  received  her  education.  She  and  her  husband  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  Mc- 
Quillan Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Delta,  Fulton  county.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  his  first  Presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he 
and  his  amiable  life  partner  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 

TAYLOR  G.  WICKERSHAM. 

This  enterprising  farmer  and  well-known  citizen  of  Delaware  township, 
Defiance  county,  was  born  at  Mount  Union,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  September 
J5,  i842. 

His  parents  were  Pennsylvanians  by  birth,  born  at  Marlboro,  Chester 
county,  the  father,  John  Wickersham,  on  February  7,  1800,  the  mother, 
Deborah  (Nichols)  Wickersham,  on  December  14,  1811.  They  had  a family 
of  three  children — one  son  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  and  two  daughters. 
In  1854  they  moved  from  their  home  in  Stark  county  to  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
and  settled  on  a farm  at  Pemberville,  Freedom  township,  where  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  was  passed.  The  father  died  January  18,  1865,  and  the 
mother  was  called  to  follow  him  in  January,  1876. 
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Taylor  G.  Wickersham,  accompanying  his  parents  to  Pemberville  when 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  became  an  active  helper  on  the  home  farm,  and  as 
he  grew  to  manhood  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  there 
with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
he  was  in  the  army,  which  was  in  1864.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  one  hundred  days.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  became  proprietor 
of  the  home  farm  by  purchase,  and  conducted  it  until  July,  1875,  when  he 
bought  the  farm  in  Delaware  township,  of  which  he  is  the  present  owner. 

On  October  21,  1875,  he  was  married  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Lodie 
Townsend,  who  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  this  State,  February  23,  1854. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Luther  A.  and  Olive  (Roberts)  Townsend,  natives  of 
New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children — one  son  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Townsend's  death  occurred  in  Delaware  township  March  5,  1885. 
Her  husband  survived  until  March  23,  1895,  when  he  passed  from  earth,  at 
Holgate,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickersham  have  been  residents  of  Delaware  township 
since  March,  1876,  when  they  settled  on  the  farm  which  has  since  been  their 
home.  It  contains  eighty  acres.  Mr.  Wickersham  is  an  advocate  of  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Cage,  Castle  No.  52,  and  of  Hancock  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  579, 
of  which  he  has  been  adjutant  for  several  years.  Mrs.  Wickersham  is  a mem- 
ber of  Hancock  Relief  Corps,  No.  282,  of  Sherwood. 


ABRAM  BERNARD. 

Prominent  among  the  thorough-going  and  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Delaware  township.  Defiance  county,  is  the  subject  of  this  personal  narrative, 
who  has  made  his  home  in  Section  30  since  1856.  He  was  born  January  21, 
1839,  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of 
his  life,  and  then  came  to  Defiance  county  with  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Shade)  Bernard,  the  former  a native  of  Switzerland,  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  lived  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject  until  called  to  their 
final  rest.  Abram  is  the  eldest  of  their  four  children;  the  two  daughters  died 
when  young;  and  Franklin  is  now  a farmer  of  Mark  township,  Defiance 
county. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Abram  Bernard  has  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  and  highly  cultivated  land.  In  Delaware 
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township,  he  was  married  August  13,  i860,  to  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Smith,  also  a 
native  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  born  June  14,  1840.  Her  parents,  Augustus 
and  Elizabeth  (Shade)  Smith,  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively,  and  the  father  died  in  Antwerp,  Paulding  county,  Ohio, 
the  mother  in  Crawford  county.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: Jacob,  John,  Andrew,  Abram  and  Isaac  (twins),  and  Lucy  Ann.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  were  born  five  children,  namely : Sarah  L.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years;  Francis  M.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Charles  A.,  who 
married  Dora  G.  Durfey,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  and  has  two  children — 
Elma  L.  and  Erma  M. ; Susan  A.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  William  F. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Bernard  has  most  capably  served  as  trustee  of 
Delaware  township,  and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  school  board.  For 
over  forty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  township,  and 
is  justly  numbered  among  its  valued  and  useful  citizens. 


HON.  BLAIR  HAGERTY,  M.  D. 

Among  those  who  devote  their  time  and  attention  to  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  Williams  county,  and  have  gained  a leading  place  in 
the  ranks  of  their  profession,  is  Doctor  Hagerty,  of  Montpelier. 

A native  of  Williams  county,  he  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township, 
December  14,  1840,  a son  of  Blair  and  Rebecca  (Goodrich)  Hagerty,  natives 
of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1807  his  paternal  grandparents  came 
to  this  country  from  Ireland,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river.  During  the  Indian  troubles,  while  their  son,  Blair,  Sr.,  was  quite 
small,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  home  and  seek  a place  of  safety.  In 
order  to  reach  the  blockhouse  erected  for  the  protection  of  the  settlers  in  that 
region,  they  had  to  cross  the  river  where  it  was  over  a mile  in  width.  On 
horseback  they  swam  across,  the  mother  carrying  her  child  in  her  arms  and 
the  father  leading  her  horse  by  a long  rope.  After  a hard  struggle  they  reached 
the  opposite  bank  in  safety,  and  finally  arrived  at  the  primitive  fort.  Through- 
out life  they  remained  residents  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
the  grandfather  engaged  in  the  distilling  business. 

In  1844  Blair  Hagerty,  Sr.,  brought  his  family  to  Bridgewater  township, 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  he  improved  a farm  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  and  here  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  his  wife  in  the  spring  of  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Both  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  : Joseph  L.,  a practicing  physician 
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of  Topeka,  Kansas;  James  R.,  a jeweler  (now  deceased);  Blair;  Spencer,  a 
real-estate  dealer ; Almyra;  Elizabeth  and  Rhoda. 

In  the  public  schools  near  his  childhood  home,  Doctor  Hagerty  com- 
menced his  education,  and  later  attended  college  at  Hillsdale  for  one  term, 
after  which  he  began  reading  medicine  while  clerking  in  a store  at  that  place. 
In  1861  he  made  a visit  to  Chicago,  where  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Com- 
pany F,  Forty-Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
Western  Department,  Army  of  Missouri,  but  was  later  transferred  to  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  After  one  year  spent  in  the  ranks,  the  Doctor 
was  made  hospital  steward,  by  General  Rosecrans,  and  soon  afterward  was 
promoted  to  assistant-surgeon,  having  full  charge  of  a hospital,  where  he 
remained  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  1864.  - Going  to  Fouis- 
ville,  Kentucky,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Williams  county.  Here  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
subsequently  attended  medical  lectures  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  in  1870 
graduated  at  Bennett  Medical  College,  Chicago,  also  at  the  Eye  and  Ear 
College  of  that  city.  He  has  neglected  no  opportunity  to  advance  himself  in 
his  chosen  calling,  keeps  abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in  the  science,  and 
is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most  skillful  surgeons  and  successful  physi- 
cians of  Williams  county.  Since  1873  his  office  has  been  in  Montpelier,  but 
his  practice  is  not  confined  to  the  city,  it  extending  over  a large  section  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

Politically,  Doctor  Hagerty  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  taking  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a recognized  leader  of  the 
party  in  his  community,  is  one  of  its  most  influential  workers,  and  has  often 
led  the  hosts  to  victory  in  Williams  county.  In  the  General  Assembly  of 
Ohio,  he  represented  his  district  in  1869-70,  was  a member  of  several  im- 
portant committees,  and  served  with  distinction  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents.  Subsequently  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  State 
senator,  but  was  unable  to  overcome  the  large  Republican  majority.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


EMANUEF  MIFFER. 

This  representative  and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Sherwood.  Defiance 
county,  is  a native  of  Harrison  county,  this  State,  born  December  4,  1843. 

Elias  Miller  married  Rebecca  Foos,  and  they  had  a family  of  five  children, 
the  second  of  these  being  Emanuel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Z.  H.  and 
Vincent  V.  are  also  members  of  this  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  Miller  re- 
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sided  in  Harrison  county  for  a number  of  years  prior  to  the  fall  of  1855,  when 
they  removed  to  Defiance  county,  making  it  their  permanent  home.  The 
father  is  still  living,  but  the  mother  is  deceased. 

Emanuel  Miller,  accompanying  his  parents  to  Defiance  county  when  a 
lad  of  nearly  twelve  years,  remained  with  them  in  their  new  home  until  he  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  into  the  forests  of  Michigan  and 
worked  at  lumbering  about  eight  months.  With  the  exception  of  this  time 
and  several  months  spent  in  Illinois  and  Iowa,  he  has  been  a resident  of  Sher- 
wood ever  since  his  removal  here  with  his  parents.  Although  agriculture  has 
been  the  chief  business  of  his  life,  he  has  devoted  some  time  to  other  pursuits, 
was  associated  with  his  brother  Vincent  for  about  five  years  in  the  operation 
of  a sawmill,  and  has  engaged  in  the  work  of  a carpenter  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Martha  E.  Taylor,  of  Sherwood,  a daughter  of 
the  late  William  Taylor,  a Pennsylvanian  by  birth.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a native 
of  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  Her  father  lived  but  a few  years  after  locating  in 
Sherwood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Nellie 

G.,  Emerson,  Maggie  J.,  Cora  B.,  Elba  M.  and  Clara.  All  of  them  are  living 
except  the  eldest,  with  whom  they  were  called  to  part  when  she  was  twelve 
years  old. 

Air.  Aliller  owns  more  than  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  corporation 
of  Sherwood,  and  he  is  an  active  and  interested  participant  in  all  local  affairs. 
He  was  honored  with  the  office  of  trustee  of  Delaware  township,  and  his 
fellow  townsmen  in  Sherwood  evinced  their  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  mak- 
ing him  one  of  their  first  councilmen.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Patri- 
otic Order  Sons  of  America. 


HENRY  BRICKER. 

In  the  success  achieved  and  position  attained  in  this  prosperous  and 
highly  respected  citize^  of  Hicksville,  we  see  the  fruits  of  a life  of  patient  toil 
and  faithful  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  environments,  as  also  to  his  own 
highest  good. 

Mr.  Bricker  is  of  Swiss  descent,  but  the  family  have  long  been  identified 
with  the  life  and  growth  of  this  country.  His  great-grandfather,  a native  of 
Switzerland,  immigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Maryland, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  His  son,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In 
early  manhood  he  married  a Miss  Norman  of  that  place,  and  this  newly-mar- 
ried couple  then  left  the  home  of  their  early  days  and  settled  on  a tract  of 
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land  situated  in  Center  township,  near  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio. 
This  was  about  1800,  and  they  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  wilder- 
ness section;  but  undismayed  by  the  dreary  outlook,  youthful  ambition  and 
vigor  persevered  in  establishing  a home  in  that  desolate  place,  where  the 
nearest  neighbor  was  six  miles  away.  Thus  cut  off  from  the  social  converse 
and  helpful  intercourse  of  neighboring  pioneers,  the  drudgery  of  daily  toil 
in  the  rude  home  went  on,  relieved  and  cheered,  however,  by  the  affections 
and  interests  that  centered  in  the  family  circle,  which  was  increased  by  new 
faces,  one  by  one,  till  it  included  six  children — three  boys  and  three  girls — 
whose  presence  brought  additional  brightness  to  the  humble  home,  and  made 
the  lonely  forest  ring  with  shouts  of  their  happy  voices.  As  time  passed  on 
the  opening  forest  showed  the  fruits  of  assiduous  toil,  and  still  the  work  of 
clearing  the  tract  progressed  during  the  life  of  this  busy  man  till  the  whole 
of  it  was  accomplished.  In  connection  with  the  farm  work  he  dealt  in  horses, 
taking  droves  of  them  through  the  country  to  Baltimore;  and  he  also  fol- 
lowed teaming,  driving  a six-horse  team  to  Baltimore  and  back,  taking  loads 
of  the  products  of  that  county,  and  returning  laden  with  merchandise.  In 
politics  Mr.  Bricker  was  a Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  he  received  the  marked  confidence 
of  his  fellow  members  in  being  elected  deacon,  an  office  he  held  for  many 
years.  The  death  of  this  wife  occurred  about  1836,  and  she  was  buried  in 
Salem  township,  that  county,  in  the  grounds  adjoining  St.  Jacob’s  Church. 
The  husband  was  afterward  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lethe  Clapsaddle, 
to  which  marriage  there  were  no  children.  Mr.  Bricker  died  about  1850,  and 
was  buried  beside  his  first  wife. 

John  Bricker,  one  of  the  six  children  of  that  pioneer  home  in  Colum- 
biana county,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  1808,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  father’s  farm.  When  a young  man  he 
came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead  in  Center  township  by  purchase 
and  otherwise,  and  remaining  on  the  farm  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
life  made  agriculture  his  sole  business.  His  scholastic  training  was  very  lim- 
ited, but  he  was  a man  of  superior  natural  ability,  and  not  only  thoroughly 
systematic  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs,  having  a place  for  every  tool  and 
utensil  used  on  the  farm,  where  it  could  be  found  by  any  one  in  the  darkest 
night,  but  was  progressive  as  well;  indeed,  was  what  is  known  as  a scientific 
farmer,  and  was  continually  experimenting  in  order  to  acquire  improved  meth- 
ods in  raising  farm  crops. 

Early  in  life  he  married  Rebecca  Burger,  a native  of  Columbiana  county, 
of  German  descent,  and  they  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  as  follows : 
George,  Jacob,  Henry,  Sophia,  Nancy,  David,  Lydia  Aim,  Catharine,  Lucinda, 
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Daniel  and  Joseph.  Sophia  married  William  Grover,  and  died  in  Boone, 
Iowa.  Nancy  married  Joseph  Brinker,  and  resides  in  her  native  place.  Lydia 
Ann  married  James  Figley;  Catharine  married  John  Figley,  and  both  are 
widows  residing  in  their  native  place.  Lucinda  married  David  Shine,  and 
died  a year  after  marriage.  The  mother  died  in  the  spring  of  1851,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  St.  Jacob’s  Church,  Salem.  Mr.  Bricker  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Lydia  Ervin,  nee  Sampsill,  and  she  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Jesse,  Rebecca,  Eli  and  Minty. 
Rebecca  married  E.  Smith,  who  died,  and  after  his  decease  she  married 
Newton  Long.  They  reside  at  Center.  Minty  married  George  Long,  and 
resides  at  Center,  also.  As  this  record  shows,  John  Bricker  was  the  father 
of  fifteen  children.  Two  of  his  sons,  Henry  and  David,  served  as  soldiers 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Bricker  was  a 
lifelong  Democrat.  His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a valued  member.  He  held  the  office  of  deacon  in 
that  Church  many  years.  The  home  place  was  greatly  improved  during  his 
life  by  the  modern  residence  he  erected  in  place  of  the  old  pioneer  dwelling, 
the  home  of  his  birth,  and  there  in  1884  he  passed  from  earth. 

Henry  Bricker  was  born  January  12,  1837,  in  the  log  house  that  had 
been  the  birthplace  of  his  father  also,  and  he  was  trained  to  agricultural  life 
on  the  home  farm,  remaining  there  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
his  father,  in  accordance  with  his  custom  with  all  of  his  sons,  gave  him  the 
opportunity  of  learning  a trade  with  sufficient  pecuniary  aid  furnished  to 
enable  him  to  do  so.  Accordingly  the  youth  left  the  parental  roof,  and  became 
an  apprentice  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  at  West  Unity,  Williams  county,  this 
State,  January  1,  1854.  After  serving  there  two  and  one-half  years  he  com- 
pleted his  full  term  of  apprenticeship  at  Haysville,  Ashland  county,  when  he 
came  to  Hicksville  and  remained  a year,  finding  employment  but  not  working 
at  his  trade.  He  hauled  rails  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  also  cut  cordwood  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  cord. 

On  April  3,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Bear,  a daughter 
of  Martin  and  Susan  (Gilbert)  Bear,  from  the  Allegheny  section,  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Bear  was  a farmer,  son  of  Daniel  Bear,  a pioneer  of  Bazetta, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bricker  carried  on  black- 
smithing  in  Swan  township.  Noble  county,  Indiana,  taking  up  his  trade  there 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts ; and  by  diligent  application  to  business  was 
successful  in  accumulating  a sum  sufficient  to  procure  a little  home,  in  which 
he  was  settled  in  1861.  when  the  country  being  plunged  into  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  with  patriotic  zeal  he  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers,  enlisting 
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September  25,  1861,  in  the  Fifth  Indiana  Battery  of  Artillery.  Going  out 
as  sergeant  he  served  as  such  for  eighteen  months,  when  he  became  chief 
artificer  of  the  battery,  in  which  capacity  he  served  during  the  remainder  of 
his  military  service.  The  first  engagement  of  the  battery  was  at  Stone  river, 
where  the  action  began  at  daylight.  A half  hour  later,  while  in  charge  of  his  gun 
in  his  duty  as  sergeant,  a shell  from  the  enemy  exploded  in  the  air  just  above 
him,  and  a fragment  of  this  shell,  striking  him,  threw  him  down.  This  frag- 
ment he  still  keeps  as  a relic.  That  engagement  lasted  from  Wednesday  morn- 
ing till  Saturday  evening,  during  which  time  his  battery  was  compelled  to 
fall  back,  and  Mr.  Bricker,  while  attempting  to  save  his  gun  and  attach  it  to 
the  limber,  barely  escaped  being  either  captured  or  killed.  While  earnestly 
engaged  in  his  efforts  to  save  the  gun  he  was  ordered  by  the  captain  to  re- 
treat, and  again  the  order  was  given,  when,  looking  up,  he  saw  the  limber 
had  been  removed  and  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and  then  only  a hundred 
yards  or  even  less  away.  He  obeyed  the  order  with  all  possible  haste,  starting 
on  a run,  but  was  overburdened  with  a heavy  overcoat,  which  finally  so  ex- 
hausted him  he  could  hardly  stand.  Being  a sergeant,  it  was  his  privilege  to 
have  a horse,  but  it  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  a private  and  the  private  being 
wounded,  the  horse  was  loose.  Just  then,  in  his  dilemma,  he  spied  his  horse 
standing  close  by,  his  head  held  down  by  the  hitching  strap,  which  was  under 
his  feet.  The  horse  was  one  he  had  captured  in  Alabama,  and  was  named 
“Jack.”  Calling  him  by  name,  which  the  horse  appeared  to  know,  Mr.  Bricker 
went  to  him,  and  after  several  attempts,  succeeded  in  mounting,  the  Rebels 
by  that  time  being  close  in  the  rear  and  still  advancing;  but  the  friendly  animal 
starting  off  on  a run,  hastened  the  soldier’s  retreat,  and  without  any  guiding 
soon  bore  him  safely  to  his  battery.  Mr.  Bricker  regards  this  circumstance 
as  providential,  as  otherwise  he  would  have  been  killed  or  wounded.  This 
horse  was  wounded  twice  while  in  his  service.  The  next  engagement  in  which 
Mr.  Bricker  participated  was  Liberty  Gap,  Tennessee,  which  lasted  one  and 
one-half  days,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  but  one  killed;  then  followed  Tulla- 
homa,  an  engagement  of  three-quarters  of  a day;  Chickamauga,  two  days, 
resulting  in  five  killed;  Chattanooga;  Buzzard’s  Roost,  a sharp  contest  of 
three  hours’  duration;  Whitesides,  resulting  in  a loss  of  two  killed;  Resaca; 
and  Kingston.  Then,  during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  there  was  continued 
fighting  from  the  spring  of  1864  until  the  22nd  of  the  following  September. 
He  received  his  discharge  from  the  army  November  29,  1864,  his  entire  mili- 
tary service  having  covered  a period  of  three  years  and  two  months. 

On  his  return  to  the  paths  of  peace  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade  at  Swan 
Creek,  then  in  the  spring  of  1866  removed  to  Hicksville,  where  he  established 
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himself  in  the  same  business  and  carried  it  on  fifteen  years,  when  he  aban- 
doned it  and  for  a while  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  farming,  owning  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the  corporation  of  Hicksville,  which  he  still  operates. 
He  also  owns  one-third  interest  in  a farm  of  fifty-five  acres  in  the  corporation, 
and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  had  one-third  interest  in  the  butchering  business 
carried  on  by  his  sons. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bricker  have  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a brief  record:  William  Henry,  born  December  28,  1858,  married  Ellen 

Landis;  John  Martin,  born  December  4,  1861,  married  Frances  La  Croix; 
David  Franklin,  born  February  2,  1867,  married  Luella  Ethel  Gaff;  Wallace 
Burton,  born  May  1,  1870,  married  Marguerite  Steel;  Nancy  May,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1876,  died  when  three  years  of  age;  Joseph  Alandis,  born  August 
18,  1878,  died  when  five  weeks  old;  Amy  Sophia,  born  December  5,  1885. 
The  fine  modern  residence,  No.  14  High  street,  which  is  the  home  of  the 
family,  was  built  by  Mr.  Bricker  in  1873. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  holds  an  honorable 
place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  which,  in  recognition  of  his  worth, 
have  elevated  him  to  positions  of  responsibility.  He  has  been  a trustee  of 
the  township  for  the  past  two  years,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  serving; 
has  been  a member  of  the  town  council  for  five  years ; and  trustee  of  the 
Forest  Home  Cemetery  Association  since  its  organization.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  association,  and  one  to  assist  in  laying  out  the  lots  of 
the  cemetery.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Brethren,  in  which  they  are  active  and  zealous  workers.  Mr.  Bricker 
was  a liberal  contributor  toward  the  new  church  edifice,  and,  with  his  wonted 
activity  in  the  advance  of  a good  cause,  was  one  of  the  agitators  and  insti- 
gators of  the  movements  that  resulted  in  the  erection  of  this  fine  structure. 
He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  subscriptions,  amounting  to  between 
seven  thousand  and  eight  thousand  dollars,  preliminary  to  the  inception  of 
the  work  in  June,  1891.  He  was  appointed  general  superintendent  and  man- 
ager of  the  erection  of  the  church,  and  devoted  the  whole  season  to  the 
duties  thus  intrusted  to  him,  proving  an  efficient  supervisor.  The  work  was 
successfully  completed  at  a cost  of  about  eleven  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1892,  the  edifice  was  dedicated.  The  main  auditorium  has  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  about  seven  hundred.  The  contributions  of  Mr.  Bricker  and 
his  sons  toward  the  work  amounted  to  about  twelve  hundred  dollars,  seven 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  of  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Bricker.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  Church  since  1866;  Sunday-school  superintendent  at  different 
times  during  the  past  twenty  years,  treasurer  twenty  years,  and  trustee 
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throughout  the  whole  of  his  membership.  Mrs.  Bricker  is  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church,  and  a member  of  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union. 


LOUIS  O.  SPRING. 

Defiance  boasts  of  the  most  efficient  fire  department  of  any  city  of  its 
size  in  Ohio,  this  fact  being  largely  due  to  the  faithful  chieftain,  whose  com- 
manding personality,  keen  judgment,  and  unshaken  confidence  under  trying 
emergencies  have  won  the  confidence  of  the  community. 

With  commendable  foresight,  Mr.  Spring,  who  has  been  at  the  head 
of  the  department  since  1888,  has  left  nothing  undone  which  could  prepare  his 
corps  of  brave  assistants  for  a struggle  with  the  fire  fiend,  and  the  ringing  of 
the  alarm  bells  lacks  much  of  the  old  terror  and  apprehension  to  the  citizens. 
A fire  department  should  be  like  a well-disciplined  army  in  the  presence 
of  a possible  enemy.  Alert,  thoroughly  prepared,  ready  for  duty  at  any  mo- 
ment, even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  each  man  is  a necessary  unit  in  the 
ranks,  but  the  practical  efficiency  of  the  entire  force  depends  upon  the  gen- 
eral who  directs  it.  If  he  be  known  as  thoroughly  qualified  for  his  duties, 
all  under  his  command,  from  the  private  in  the  ranks  to  the  highest  subor- 
dinate officer,  will  follow  his  directions  with  implicit  confidence  in  his  judg- 
ment. Should  he  call  upon  them  to  charge  the  enemy  on  “a  forlorn  hope,” 
they  will  respond  with  that  unanimity  and  enthusiasm  which  can  work  won- 
ders and  wring  victory  against  apparently  overwhelming  odds.  In  Mr. 
Spring  the  Defiance  Fire  Department  has  such  a leader,  and  under  his  capa- 
ble direction  the  men  are  prompt  to  respond  and  do  valiant  service  whenever 
life  or  property  is  endangered. 

Mr.  Spring’s  experience  in  fighting  fire  dates  back  to  1881,  when  he 
became  a member  of  the  Defiance  department,  and  in  the  seven  years  that 
intervened  before  his  promotion  to  his  present  post  his  ability  and  courage 
were  fully  tested.  At  present  the  force  consists  of  seventy-five  men,  three  of 
whom  are  regularly  employed  at  full  salaries.  Seven  are  known  as  “minute 
men,”  receiving  partial  pay,  and  the  others  are  volunteers.  There  are  three 
commodious  brick  buildings  in  different  wards  occupied  by  hose  companies, 
and  one  central  brick  building  where  is  stationed  a hose  company,  a hook  and 
ladder  outfit,  three  hand  hose  reels,  and  a large  first-class  steam  fire  engine, 
together  with  other  apparatus  belonging  to  a first-class  equipment.  In  this 
building  is  the  headquarters  of  the  fire-alarm  system,  and  three  men  are  always 
on  duty  there.  About  thirty-five  hundred  feet  of  good  hose  is  available  for  use 
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altogether,  ancl  the  water  supply  is  obtained  both  by  direct  pressure  and  from  a 
standpipe  system,  the  steam  engine  being  used  only  in  case  of  a general 
alarm.  The  buildings  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  equipment. 

The  following  brief  history  of  the  chief  will  be  of  interest : He  was 
born  February  7,  i860,  at  Marshall,  Michigan,  the  son  of  August  and  Bertha 
Spring.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  but  they  came  to  the  United 
States  about  forty  years  ago,  and  after  residing  for  some  time  in  Michigan 
located  in  1870  in  Defiance.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  esteem  among  their  associates  for  their  ex- 
cellent qualities  of  character.  As  our  subject  was  but  a bay  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  to  Defiance  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been  spent  there. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
was  employed  in  the  woolen  mill.  At  sixteen  he  began  to  learn  the  machinist’s 
trade  with  the  Defiance  Machine  Co.,  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
twenty-two  years.  In  November,  1896,  he  began  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, establishing  a meat  market  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Clinton  and 
Fourth  streets,  and  this,  with  his  official  duties,  occupies  his  entire  attention. 
Politically  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  As  a citizen  he  is  highly 
respected,  and  his  unfailing  courtesy  makes  him  popular  everywhere.  In 
August,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Gottwald,  of  Defiance,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  named  Esther,  and  a son,  Louis,  Jr.,  born  January 
23,  1898.  Mrs.  Spring  is  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Christina  Gottwald, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  They  came  from  New  York  City  to  Defiance 
about  1875.  Mrs.  Spring  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and  came  to  Ohio 
when  a child.  Her  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Defiance, 
where  she  has  bad  her  home  nearly  all  her  life. 


JOHN  A.  BROWN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  farmers 
living  in  Center  township,  Williams  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  representative 
citizens.  Born  there  July  6,  1850,  he  is  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Manus) Brown,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  having  located  in  Center  town- 
ship, Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1847.  The  father  died  here  in  September, 
1895,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  In  their  family  were 
five  children  : William  M. ; James  W.,  who  died  in  infancy;  John  A. ; Mary  J., 
who  wedded  Ellis  Jordan,  and  died  in  Center  township,  in  1879;  and  Andrew 
T.,  a business  man  of  Edgerton,  Williams  county. 
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Amidst  play  and  work  John  A.  Brown  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Center  county,  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  has  always  been  a resident 
of  that  township,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  public  affairs  as 
a leading  and  influential  citizen  of  the  community.  For  four  years  after 
his  marriage  he  continued  in  the  employ  of  his  father  on  the  old  homestead 
and  then  located  upon  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  eighty  acres  of  rich  and 
fertile  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  upon  the  place,  and  made  many  other 
valuable  improvements,  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry. 

In  Center  township,  April  30,  1871,  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Mary  J. 
Stockman,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  May  20,  1849,  a daughter  of 
Ephraim  Stockman.  They  have  two  children : Clara  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
William  Kreiger;  and  Andrew  J.,  who  married  Grace  Snyder.  Since  reaching 
man’s  estate  Mr.  Brown  has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
since  the  spring  of  1888  he  has  most  creditably  and  efficiently  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  his  township.  He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector for  seven  years,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  education 
in  his  community.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  many  years,  and  has  led  an 
upright,  honorable  life,  a fact  that  has  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


ALFRED  GINTER. 

This  enterprising  farmer  residing  in  Section  13,  Hicksville  township, 
Defiance  county,  has  throughout  life  been  closely  identified  with  the  interests 
of  this  section  of  the  State,  as  he  was  born  in  that  township,  August  3,  1846. 
His  father,  Casper  Ginter,  was  a native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Rachel  A.  Lytle,  and  at  an  early  day  they  became  residents  of 
Hicksville  township,  Defiance  county,  where  she  died  in  1846.  There  the 
father  also  died  upon  his  farm  April  10,  1883.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  them,  as  follows:  John;  Moore;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Hilbert;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  John  Watson  ; William  ; Jacob  ; and  Alfred. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Alfred  Ginter  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  attending  the  public  schools 
near  his  home.  He  then  entered  his  country’s  service,  enlisting  February  6, 
1863, in  Company  E, Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, and  taking  part  in 
a number  of  engagements,  including  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  North  Carolina. 
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After  about  nineteen  months  of  faithful  and  arduous  service,  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  as  the  war  was  over.  Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Hicksville 
township,  he  there  engaged  in  farming  for  a year  and  a half,  and  then  went 
to  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  native  county. 

On  January  i,  1870,  in  Milford  township.  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Ginter 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Balser,  who  was  born  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  November  19,  1849,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eleven 
children — four  sons  and  seven  daughters.  Her  parents,  Conrad  and  Eliza 
(Good)  Balser,  are  now  residents  of  Mark  township,  Defiance  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ginter  have  eight  children  living,  namely:  Charles  W.,  Chalmer  H., 
Ida  J.,  Anna  E.,  James  B.,  William  F.,  Cora  R.  and  Nora  E.  They  lost  one 
daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

For  the  first  nine  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ginter  lived  in  Mark 
township,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Hicksville  township,  where 
he  owns  forty  acres  of  highly  improved  land.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  its  success. 


JOHN  F.  DOWE. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  Defiance  county 
than  John  F.  Dowe,  of  Brunersburg,  who  for  two  terms  most  acceptably  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  county.  He  is  public-spirited,  and  thoroughly  interested 
in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare  of 
the  community.  He  has  been  an  important  factor  in  political  circles,  and 
his  popularity  is  well  deserved. 

One  of  Defiance  county’s  native  sons,  Mr.  Dowe  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Brunersburg,  Noble  township,  February  21,  1851.  His  father,  John  Dowe, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  the  New 
World.  In  Defiance  county  he  married  Miss  Barbara  Speaker,  also  a native  of 
Germany,  and  during  most  of  their  married  life  they  lived  in  Noble  township, 
where  both  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  the  mother  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  Our  subject  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  their  family 
of  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

John  F.  Dowe  was  reared  in  Brunersburg,  receiving  a good  common- 
school  education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  responsible  duties  of  life. 
Farming  has  been  his  principal  occupation,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a well- 
improved  and  highly  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Noble 
township,  which  he  successfully  operates.  He  was  married  in  Brunersburg  to 
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Miss  Etta  Hilton,  a native  of  Noble  township,  who  died  in  1878,  after  a 
short  married  life  of  three  years.  In  April,  1883,  he  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Ella  Koons,  also  a native  of  Defiance  county, 
by  whom  he  has  six  children,  namely:  Florence,  Pearl,  Carrie,  Charlie, 
Beatrice  and  Vernie. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Dowe  has  taken  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  local  politics;  has  filled  the  offices  of  clerk  of  Noble  township  and 
assessor  for  several  terms ; has  been  prominently  identified  with  educational 
affairs,  and  for  two  terms  he  served  as  treasurer  of  Defiance  county  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  His 
loyalty  as  a citizen,  and  his  devotion  to  his  county’s  interests,  have  been  among 
his  marked  characteristics,  and  the  community  is  fortunate  that  numbers  him 
among  its  citizens. 

LUDWIG  KLEIN. 

The  industry,  enterprise  and  thrift  which  characterize  the  German  race 
are  well  illustrated  in  the  career  of  this  gentleman,  who  is  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Mark  township,  Defiance  county.  Coming  to  this  country  when  a 
lad  of  eighteen,  he  has  made  his  way  to  an  enviable  position  in  life,  and  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  shown  by  the  numerous 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  that  he  has  filled. 

Mr.  Klein  was  born  October  21,  1851,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Desloch)  Klein,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same 
province,  passing  their  lives  there,  the  father  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Our  subject,  who  was  the  tenth  in  a family  of  eleven  children,  was  reared 
to  farm  work  under  his  father’s  direction.  At  an  early  age  his  thoughts  began  to 
turn  to  America,  and  in  June,  1869,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New 
York  City.  He  already  had  some  knowledge  of  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and 
coming  to  Ohio,  he  located  at  Bryan,  where  he  quickly  found  employment. 
For  about  five  years  his  time  was  mainly  spent  in  that  town,  and  during  that 
period  he  met  and  married  Miss  Mary  Huber,  a native  of  Hamilton,  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in  Bryan  on  December  31,  1874. 
In  February,  1876,  he  removed  to  Mark  Center,  Defiance  county,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  successfully  for  about  seventeen  years.  In  1893  he  settled 
upon  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  had  purchased  some  time  before,  and 
this  he  has  improved  as  a homestead,  building  substantial  and  commodious 
buildings,  and  enlarging  the  farm  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres. 

As  a citizen,  Mr.  Klein  has  shown  much  public  spirit,  taking  an  active 
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part  in  various  progressive  movements  in  his  locality.  He  has  served  four 
terms  as  township  trustee  and  three  terms  as  township  treasurer,  filling  both 
offices  most  acceptably,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  county  com- 
missioner, having  been  elected  first  in  1893  and  re-elected  in  1895.  His  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  an  ardent  and  influential 
worker  for  the  success  of  that  organization. 


GEORGE  BAKER. 

Mr.  Baker,  who  is  one  of  the  efficient  trustees  of  Richland  township, 
Defiance  county,  was  born  there  on  September  24,  1852.  His  father,  Andrew 
Baker,  was  a native  of  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  this  country,  and  in 
Defiance  county,  Ohio,  married  Mrs.  Anna  (Wertz)  Boston,  widow  of  Charles 
Boston.  They  are  still  residents  of  Richland  township,  where  their  entire  mar- 
ried life  has  been  passed.  They  have  reared  quite  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  one  of  the  younger  members. 

Reared  in  Richland  township,  George  Baker  acquired  his  education  in  its 
public  schools,  and  since  reaching  manhood  he  has  followed  farming  there, 
he  and  his  brother  now  successfully  operating  a good  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres.  He  was  married  in  that  township,  September  6,  1882,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Hein,  a native  of  Germany,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children,  as 
follows : Anna,  Joseph,  William  and  Sarah. 

Mr.  Baker  was  first  elected  trustee  in  the  spring  of  1895,  and  so  accepta- 
bly did  he  fill  that  position  that  he  was  re-elected  two  years  later.  He  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  in  politics,  and  as  a public- 
spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  he  takes  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs.  In  the  Catholic  Church  he  and  his  family  hold  membership. 


JOSEPH  H.  GEARHART. 

Mr.  Gearhart,  proprietor  of  the  Auglaize  Dairy  Farm,  in  Defiance  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  is  one  of  the  representative  and  popular  citizens  of 
his  community. 

Born  July  28,  1850,  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Gearhart  is  a son 
of  John  D.  and  Mary  J.  (Hottle)  Gearhart,  in  whose  family  were  six  chil- 
dren, he  being  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  The  father  died  in  Defiance  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  but  the  mother  passed  away  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio. 

When  eight  months  old  Joseph  H.  Gearhart  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Defiance  county,  and  upon  the  farm  where  he  still  makes  his  home  he 
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was  reared  to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  duties  which 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  The  farm  comprises  eighty-six  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  and  well  improved  land,  which  yields  to  the  owner  bountiful 
returns  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  Mr.  Gearhart  has  given  special  attention  to  dairying  since  April. 
1888,  and  in  this  branch  of  his  business  has  also  met  with  a well  merited 
success. 

In  Highland  township.  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Gearhart  was  married  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Watson,  a native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter 
of  Gabriel  Watson,  of  Highland  township,  Defiance  county.  The  children 
born  of  this  union  are  as  follows:  Charles,  Lottie  (now  the  wife  of  T.  More- 
head),  Fannie,  Alta,  Eva,  Roy  and  Ruth. 


ANDREW  PARKE  YEAGLEY. 

This  leading  farmer  of  Defiance  county  has  his  home  in  Section  19,  Wash- 
ington township.  By  the  manner  in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  he  evi- 
dences that  he  thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
and  that  success  is  attending  his  efforts  toward  acquiring  a competency.  Neat- 
ness and  order  prevail  upon  his  place,  which  is  managed,  with  regard  to  its 
cultivation,  in  a manner  reflecting  great  credit  on  the  owner. 

Mr.  Yeagley  is  a native  of  Defiance  county,  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
born  in  Milford  township,  July  16,  1857,  a son  of  William  B.  and  Margaret 
Ann  (Hendershott)  Yeagly  (as  they  spell  the  name).  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  Blanche,  now  the  wife  of  John  Donley;  Andrew  P.. 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ida,  who  died  at  the  tender  age  of  sixteen  months; 
Lottie  K.,  the  wife  of  Hon.  John  W.  Winn,  of  Defiance;  William  Sherman, 
and  Mad?e  Britton. 

The  first  seven  years  of  his  life  Andrew  P.  Yeagley  spent  in  his  native 
township,  and  in  De  Kalb  county,  Indiana ; thence  removing  with  his  parents 
to  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  the  following  seven  years  were  passed.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  the  family  located  on  the  farm  in  Washington  township. 
Defiance  county,  where  our  subject  is  still  living.  Here  he  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  improved  with  a fine  set  of  farm 
buildings,  and  under  excellent  cultivation. 

On  December  28,  1882,  in  Farmer  township,  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Yeag- 
ley was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Ensign,  a native  of  that  town- 
ship, and  a daughter  of  Gideon  and  Louisa  Ensign.  Two  children  bless  this 
union,  William  Clyde  and  Guy  Ensign.  Since  casting  his  first  Presidential 
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vote  Mr.  \ eagley  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  on  that  ticket 
was  elected  township  trustee  in  the  spring;  of  1896,  a position  he  has  since 
acceptably  filled.  In  religious  faith  his  wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Lost  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  the  social  circles  of  their  community 
they  occupy  an  enviable  position. 


GEORGE  ROHN. 

This  thorough  and  systematic  farmer  residing  in  Highland  township, 
Defiance  county,  belongs  to  a family  that  was  early  founded  in  Ohio. 

His  father,  the  late  William  Rohn,  was  born  in  Northumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1815,  and  when  seven  years  old  accompanied  his  father,  Will- 
iam Rohn,  Sr.,  on  his  removal  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared 
amid  pioneer  scenes.  On  reaching  manhood  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Brechbill,  also  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  in  1823.  They  located  near  Florida,  Henry  county,  Ohio,  continuing 
to  make  that  place  their  home  until  coming  to  Ayresville,  Highland  town- 
ship, Defiance  county,  in  1864.  There  the  father  died  in  August,  1880,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  is  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Florida,  Henry  county,  Ohio, 
May  23,  1854,  and  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren— two  sons  and  six  daughters.  He  was  ten  years  of  age  when  the  family 
removed  to  Highland  township,  Defiance  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  obtained  a good  common-school  education.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  every- 
thing about  his  farm  denotes  prosperity  and  thrift. 

In  Highland  township,  September  21,  1881,  Mr.  Rohn  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  B.  Blue,  daughter  of  Lewis  D.  Blue,  of  that  township,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere.  Of  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely : 
Grace,  Kate  and  Harry  D.  The  parents  are  both  earnest  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  wherever  known  they  are  held  in  high  regard. 


FRANK  J.  CLEMMER. 

Mr.  Clenuner,  who  is  ex-county  commissioner  of  Defiance  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Hicksville  township.  On  the 
farm  where  he  still  lives,  he  was  born  March  27,  1859,  and  with  the  agricul- 
tural and  political  interests  of  the  community  his  name  is  inseparably  con- 
nected. 
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His  father,  the  late  John  Clemmer,  was  born  in  1812,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  from  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  to  Paulding  county,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  several  years.  He  next  became  a resident  of  Defiance 
county,  making  his  home  in  Hicksville  township  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  June  10,  1882.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Mary 
Woodcock,  who  died  in  Paulding  county.  In  De  Kalb  county,  Indiana,  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Allen)  Shew,  who  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  in  1818.  By  her  second  marriage  she  had  but  one  child: 
Frank  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  After  their  marriage,  his  parents  lived 
for  a time  on  the  Maumee  river  in  Paulding  county  before  coming  to  Defiance 
county. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Hicksville  township,  Frank  J.  Clemmer  was  reared 
to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  farming  in  its  various  departments, 
and  acquiring  a good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty-eight  and  one-half  acres  of  good  land, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
and  substantial  buildings. 

In  Hicksville,  Defiance  county,  January  23,  1879,  Mr.  Clemmer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Elliott,  who  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio, 
January  8,  1861,  a daughter  of  the  late  Hugh  Elliott,  of  Hicksville  township, 
Defiance  county.  Four  children  bless  this  union,  namely:  Bertha,  Fred  E.. 
John  J.  and  Ila  M. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Clemmer  has  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  political 
affairs.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  assessor  and  constable  of  Hicksville  town- 
ship for  two  terms  each.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  the  office  that 
in  the  fall  of  1887  he  was  re-elected,  serving  in  all  six  years.  As  a public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  he  stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  him,  and  his  public  service  was  most  exemplary. 


- CHARLES  F.  BOESLING. 

This  prominent  resident  of  Flat  Rock  township,  Henry  county,  has  been 
extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  work  in  that  locality  for  a number  of  years, 
and  has  lately  become  interested  in  the  milling  business  at  Florida,  Henry 
county,  his  venture  proving  highly  successful.  His  enterprise  and  energy  are 
worthy  of  emulation,  and  his  history  finds  an  appropriate  place  among  those  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  the  section. 
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Mr.  Boesling  is  a native  of  Henry  county,  having  been  born  in  Napoleon 
township,  October  8,  1855.  When  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old  his  parents. 
Henry  and  Sophia  (Hase)  Boesling,  removed  to  Flat  Rock  township,  where 
our  subject  has  ever  since  resided.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture, and  he  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres, 
which  he  manages  in  a scientific  manner,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  county.  Until  1897  his  agricultural  interests  occupied 
his  attention  exclusively;  but  in  the  spring  of  that  year  he  purchased  the  roller 
gristmill  at  Florida,  which  he  is  now  conducting,  the  daily  capacity  being  sev- 
enty-five barrels. 

He  has  a pleasant  home  in  Flat  Rock  township,  and  is  identified  with 
various  progressive  movements  in  his  community,  being  especially  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  On  October  28,  1880, 
he  was  married  in  that  township  to  Miss  Sophia  Bahrens,  daughter  of  Henry 
Bahrens,  a well-known  resident  of  Adams  township,  Defiance  county.  Five 
children  have  blessed  this  union : Minnie,  Karl,  Frederick,  Emma,  and  Arna. 


FERDINAND  F.  BENECKE. 

Mr.  Benecke  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Section  3,  Adams  twonship,  Defiance  county,  which  is  conspicuous  for  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  improved  and  cultivated,  and  is  evidently  the 
homestead  of  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive  men  of  the 
locality.  A native  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Ridgeville  township, 
April  3,  1858,  a son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Schultz)  Benecke,  both  natives 
of  Germany.  The  mother  died  on  the  old  home  in  Ridgeville  township,  in 
1889. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  six  children,  passed  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  old  homestead,  acquiring  a thorough 
knowledge  of  agricidtural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm,  and  obtaining  a good 
practical  literary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  when  he  married,  and 
located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Adams  township,  Defiance  county.  Being  a 
skilled  farmer  and  a wide-awake,  energetic  business  man,  he  has  met  with  a 
well-deserved  success  in  his  undertakings. 

Near  Defiance,  Ohio,  Mr.  Benecke  was  married  January  30,  1883,  to  Miss 
Anna  Mehring,  who  was  born  in  Defiance  township,  Defiance  county,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1859,  fourth  in  the  family  of  seven  children  of  Godfrey  and  Dorothv 
(Guenther)  Mehring,  who  are  still  residents  of  Defiance  township.  Three 
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children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  as  follows : William  A. ; Louis,  who 
died  in  infancy ; and  Edelbert  P. 

Mr.  Benecke  takes  a genuine  interest  in  all  enterprises  whose  object  is 
to  promote  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  and  as  a warm 
friend  of  the  public-school  system  he  is  efficiently  serving  on  the  school  board 
in  Adams  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  they  well  deserve  the  high  regard  in  which  they 
are  uniformly  held. 


FOREST  O.  HUTCHINS. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  citizens  of  Farmer  township.  Defiance  countv, 
F.  O.  Hutchins,  is  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Section  9. 

Mr.  Hutchins  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Lorain  county,  February  22, 
1855,  and  is  a son  of  Rozelle  and  Susan  (Ranney)  Hutchins,  who  removed 
from  Lorain  to  Defiance  county  in  1863,  locating  in  Farmer  township,  where 
both  died.  In  their  family  were  nine  children — six  sons  and  three  daughters 
— our  subject  being  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  was  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Defiance  county,  and  in 
P'armer  township  grew  to  manhood,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  every 
department  of  farm  work.  Since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  has  devoted 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  successfully  operates  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  acres,  while  he  owns  forty  acres  under  excellent  cultivation 
and  improved  with  good  buildings. 

In  Farmer  township  Mr.  Hutchins  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Price, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Thorp)  Price,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union,  namely:  Edna,  Clara,  Clark,  Ethel,  Laura,  Lowell, 
Ralph  and  Robbie. 

JAMES  BLOOM. 

Mr.  Bloom,  who  is  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Bloom  & Co., 
furniture  dealers  and  undertakers,  of  Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  was  born 
May  3,  1859,  i’1  the  town  of  Shelby,  Richland  county,  Ohio,  a son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Susanna  (Snyder)  Bloom,  both  natives  of  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania. 
After  their  marriage  they  located  in  Shelby,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  until  coming  to  Sherwood,  Defiance  county,  in  1875.  Here 
the  father  followed  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  4,  1896. 

Mr.  Bloom,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 
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six  children — four  sons  and  two  daughters — and  was  reared  in  his  native 
town,  receiving  a good  common-school  education,  which  well  fitted  him  for  his 
subsequent  business  life.  With  his  parents  he  came  to  Sherwood  in  1875, 
and  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  became  interested  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business,  which  has  since  claimed  his  attention.  He  is  a wide- 
awake, energetic  business  man,  and  as  a citizen  commands  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  entire  community. 

In  Delaware  township.  Defiance  county,  Mr.  Bloom  was  married  March 
2,  1882,  to  Miss  Louisa  Miller,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  March  28,  1865, 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Miller,  of  Delaware  township.  To  them  have  been  born 
two  daughters,  namely:  Ina  A.  and  Bertie  B.  In  the  spring  of  1897  Mr. 
Bloom  was  elected  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Sherwood,  and  is  now 
ably  filling  that  position.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle. 


STEPHEN  A.  COLLINS. 

The  subject  of  these  lines,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Section  18,  Bart- 
low  township,  Henry  county,  and  is  also  a dealer  in  agricultural  implements 
at  Hamler,  is  an  important  factor  in  business  circles,  and  his  popularity  is 
well-deserved,  as  in  him  are  embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbending 
integrity,  unabated  energy  and  industry  that  never  flags. 

On  a farm  in  Marion  township,  Henry  county,  Mr.  Collins  was  born 
December  23,  1861,  a son  of  Michael  and  Bridget  (Shehy)  Collins,  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  where  the  father  died  September  13,  1889.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children  who  reached  manhood  and  womanhood — four  sons 
and  four  daughters — Stephen  A.  being  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth.  During 
his  boyhood  and  youth  he  received  a good  common-school  education,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  until  October, 
1889,  when  he  married  and  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Bartlow  town- 
ship. He  gave  his  attention  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits  until  August, 
1896,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Newton,  and  embarked  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business.  Carrying  a well-selected  stock  of  goods,  and 
being  courteous  in  their  treatment  of  customers,  they  have  secured  a liberal 
share  of  the  public  patronage.  Although  his  business  is  in  Hamler,  Mr. 
Collins  still  resides  on  his  farm  in  Bartlow  township,  where  he  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  and  well-improved  land. 

On  October  10,  1889,  in  Holgate,  Henry  county,  Mr.  Collins  married 
Miss  Tersia  Stewart,  a native  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of 
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Newton  Stewart  of  that  county.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  Jerry  A.  and  Franklin  S.  Mr.  Collins  and  family  are  com- 
municants of  the  Catholic  Church,  while  politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a deep  interest. 


SYLVESTER  C.  OBERLIN. 

Among  the  leading  and  influential  farmers  of  Jefferson  township,  Will- 
iams county,  who  thoroughly  understand  their  chosen  calling,  and  are  meet- 
ing with  good  success  in  their  undertakings,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch.  He  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  of  eighty-six  acres 
m Section  26,  on  which  he  has  made  many  excellent  improvements,  adding 
not  a little  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance. 

Mr.  Oberlin  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  July  6,  1866,  and  is  the 
elder  son  of  Hiram  B.  and  Melissa  (Snear)  Oberlin,  the  other  being  Festus  A. 
The  public  schools  of  Williams  county  afforded  our  subject  his  educational 
privileges,  while  his  training  at  farm  work  was  obtained  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Jefferson  county.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  located  upon  his  present  farm,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  most  gratifying  results. 

On  June  5,  1890,  in  Brady  township,  Williams  county,  Mr.  Oberlin 
wedded  Miss  Eva  Kunkle,  a daughter  of  George  Kunkle,  of  that  township. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  them : Earl  K.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oberlin  are  both 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while 
politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  takes  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him. 


FRANK  DALRYMPLE. 

This  progressive  and  prosperous  citizen  of  Hicksville,  Defiance  county, 
and  one  of  its  leading  druggists,  is  of  Scottish  origin. 

The  American  ancestor  of  the  family  was  Evan  Darumple  (or  Dal- 
rumple),  as  the  name  was  then  spelled,  who  was  born  August  17,  1770,  in 
Scotland,  near  Edinburgh  it  is  supposed.  He  left  his  native  land  for  the  shores 
of  America  when  a young  man,  near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
here,  September  7,  1799.  married  Mary  Williams.  New  Jersey  is  regarded 
as  the  probable  place  of  this  event,  as  their  son  Samuel  Taylor,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  that  State.  To  this  union  of  Evan 
Dalrumple  and  Mary  Williams  six  children  were  born,  their  names  and  dates 
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of  birth  being  as  follows:  Nancy,  September  12,  1801  ; John  Arall,  June  1, 
1803;  Samuel  Taylor,  February  16,  1805;  Sarah,  April  11,  1807;  George, 
March  17,  1809:  and  Elizabeth,  July  15,  1811.  The  mother  of  this  family  was 
called  from  earth  April  8,  1812  ; the  father  survived  many  years,  passing  away 
May  9,  1846,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

Samuel  Taylor  Dalrymple  married  Miss  Mary  Rathban,  a native  of  south- 
central  New  York,  and  after  marriage  the  young  couple  made  their  home  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  two  years.  Mr.  Dalrymple  had  learned  the  trade  of  a mill- 
wright in  New  York,  and  this  trade  he  pursued  there  and  in  Clarksville,  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  Williams  county,  where  he  was  located  for  a while  after 
leaving  Cleveland.  He  built  a gristmill  at  Clarksville,  and  moving  thence  in 
183 — to  Farmer  township.  Defiance  county,  he  there  built  a sawmill  and  a 
gristmill.  He  subsequently  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  of  forest  land  at 
Lost  Creek,  Farmer  township,  upon  which  he  settled.  Taking  up  the  work 
of  clearing  this  wild  tract,  he  passed  through  many  years  of  the  toil  and 
hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  assiduously  labored  on  to  the  successful 
achievement  of  his  undertaking,  making'  that  place  his  home  until  the  spring 
of  1874;  and  at  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a fair  estate.  He  was  a 
self-educated  man;  possessed  great  force  of  character;  was  very  temperate  in 
his  habits;  and  was,  withal,  a sincere  Christian  worker.  He  was  a member 
Of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  was  a trustee  many  years ; he  was 
also  steward  and  class  leader ; and  besides  rendered  other  faithful  service.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican.  The  children  of  this  pioneer  couple  were  Celia 
Ann,  George,  Benjamin  S.,  Mary  E.,  Sarah,  Samuel  P.,  Frank,  Esther,  John 
and  Laura.  The  second  son,  Benjamin  S.,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army;  was  a member  of  Company  I,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
The  father  died  October  1,  1879,  at  Monterey,  Allegan  county,  Michigan, 
while  visiting  his  married  children  there,  and  was  interred  in  Monterey  cem- 
etery. His  son  Frank,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  chosen  executor  of  his 
estate,  which  is  to  remain  unsettled  until  after  the  death  of  the  mother.  She  is 
now  living  at  an  advanced  age  at  Monterey. 

Frank  Dalrymple  was  born  at  the  old  homestead,  in  Farmer  township, 
April  8,  1848.  On  arriving  at  a suitable  age  he  spent  his  summers  assisting 
in  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  his  winters  in  school  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
old,  when  he  went  into  the  pine  woods  of  Michigan  and  worked  nine  months, 
then  spent  nearly  three  years  at  carpentry,  after  which  he  gave  his  attention 
to  study,  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Newville  nine  months,  one  in  Will- 
iams county  three  months,  and  that  at  Edgerton  five  months.  He  then,  in 
turn,  became  an  educator,  teaching  eight  terms  in  schools  at  Logan,  Farmer 
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Center,  Six  Corners  and  Pleasant  Ridge,  when  lie  again  became  a student,  en- 
tering Oberlin  College  in  1873  for  a commercial  course.  He  was  graduated 
the  following  year,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  (1874)  he  located  in  Hicks- 
ville,  buying  property  here,  and  the  winter  of  1875-76  found  him  again  en- 
gaged as  an  instructor  in  the  school  at  Pleasant  Ridge.  Ou  the  first  of  the 
following  May  he  purchased  a drug  store  and  stock  at  Hicksville,  and  has 
conducted  the  drug  business  here  ever  since.  The  cost  of  the  store  was  $1,650, 
of  the  stock  $1,224;  and  his  capital  being  then  but  thirty  dollars,  he  made 
the  purchase  trusting  his  profits  would  enable  him  to  cancel  the  indebtedness 
thus  incurred.  In  this  he  was  not  disappointed,  as  by  October,  1879,  he  was 
able  to  place  himself  on  a sound  financial  basis,  free  from  debt;  then  in  Jan- 
uary, 1882,  to  build  a two-story  brick  block,  25x90  feet,  to  which  he  re- 
moved his  business  from  its  original  site,  near  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
he  has  been  located  here  ever  since.  Ever  active  and  enterprising,  he  has, 
during  his  busy  life,  given  attention  to  a number  of  business  interests  besides 
those  already  noted.  He  has  been  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati  “Commer- 
cial Gazette,”  the  Chicago  “Herald,”  the  Chicago  “Tribune,”  and  several 
other  papers;  was  associate  editor  of  the  Defiance  “Republican”  for  a while, 
and  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Hicksville  “Independent”  for  several 
years.  In  disposing  of  this  property  he  took  in  exchange  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Michigan.  He  was  one  of  the  party  that  prospected 
and  located  oil  in  Hicksville;  was  the  reporter  for  the  Commercial  Agency 
of  R.  G.  Dunn  & Co.  for  more  than  six  years  ; and  has  been  the  up-town  money 
order  agent  of  the  United  States  Express  Co.  for  the  past  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  was  married  at  Hicksville,  May  20,  1876,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Moore,  and  their  home,  corner  of  Rock  and  Smith  streets,  is  brightened  by 
three  children:  William  H.,  born  November  27,  1878;  Albert  O.,  born  March 
6,  1882 ; and  Fred  V.,  born  January  2,  1885.  Mrs.  Dalrymple  is  a daughter  of 
John  A.  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Moore,  of  Hicksville. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  is  a zealous  and  prominent  Republican,  using  his  influence 
and  contributing  of  his  means  toward  the  support  of  the  principles  of  his 
party,  and  he  has  served  the  part  in  County,  State  and  Congressional  Con- 
ventions. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  all  of  the  local 
offices  of  which  order  he  has  filled,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Ohio 
State  Grand  Lodge.  The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  has  been  a member 
since  the  winter  of  1875-76,  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  is  also  a member,  are 
in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  organized  efforts  of  the  Church  for  good.  The 
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former  has  served  on  the  official  board,  and  the  latter  is  an  officer  of  the  Aid 
Society,  in  which  she  is  an  active  worker,  as  also  in  the  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 


TIMOTHY  THOMAS  ANSBERRY. 

This  talented  and  able  young  prosecuting  attorney  of  Defiance  county,  has 
won  a notable  success  since  entering  upon  his  professional  career  in  1893. 
Having  been  elected  to  this  position  in  1895,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  James  B.  Woods,  during  which  time  his  abilities  were  ably  dem- 
onstrated, he  was  re-elected  in  1896  without  opposition,  an  expression  of  con- 
fidence which  speaks  volumes  for  the  man  who  inspired  it. 

Mr.  Ansberry’s  ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  was  of  Irish 
origin,  the  Ansberry  family  having  had  their  home  in  Ireland  for  genera- 
tions. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  the  first  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America.  After  locating  for  a time  in  Cincinnati,  he  made 
his  home  upon  a farm  four  miles  south  of  Defiance,  and  there  his  last  days 
were  passed.  His  son,  Edward  Ansberry,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
on  the  Emerald  Isle  in  1840,  was  a lad  of  six  or  seven  years  when  he  crossed 
the  ocean  with  his  father,  and  was  about  eighteen  when  he  came  to  Defiance. 
A thorough  American  in  spirit,  he  quickly  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  vexed 
political  problems  of  that  day,  so  soon  to  be  decided  by  the  “dread  arbitrament 
of  arms,”  and  in  1861  he  was  among  the  first  to  offer  himself  in  the  defense  of 
the  Union.  Enlisting  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  he  served 
throughout  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  in  1865.  He  is  now  a prominent 
resident  of  Defiance.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Fitzpatrick,  an  American  by  birth, 
but  of  Irish  descent,  is  a daughter  of  Timothy  Fitzpatrick,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Defiance,  who  located  there  in  the  thirties,  and  took  a leading  part 
in  the  development  of  this  section.  He  was  an  active,  resolute  man,  liberal  and 
kind-hearted,  and  his  varied  enterprises  were  of  a useful  nature,  tending  to 
benefit  the  community  at  large  while  bringing  profit  to  himself.  As  a con- 
tractor he  built  the  roadbed  for  the  Wabash  railroad  from  Fort  Wayne 
to  Toledo,  and  he  was  also  engaged  in  business  for  many  years  as  a blacksmith 
and  general  merchant.  At  his  death  in  1871  he  left  a large  estate.  He  mar- 
ried a Mrs.  Crowe,  a woman  of  rare  piety,  widely  known  and  loved  for  her 
charities.  She  passed  away  in  1888,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in 
Riverside  cemetery  at  Defiance.  Two  children  of  this  marriage  survive: 
Timothy  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Ansberry),  while  a son  by  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick’s 
first  marriage,  John  Crowe,  is  also  living. 

Mr.  Ansberry,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines,  is  one  of  three  children  of 
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his  parents,  the  others  being  Helen,  now  Mrs.  Theodore  Louvs,  and  James  F., 
who  married  Miss  Mary  Coyle. 

On  December  24,  1871,  in  the  Second  ward  of  the  city  of  Defiance,  Mr. 
Ansberry  was  born,  and  until  the  age  of  seventeen  he  attended  the  public  schools 
of  that  city.  He  then  spent  three  years  in  the  law  office  of  Hill  & Hubbard, 
studying  for  his  chosen  profession,  to  which  practical  preparation  he  added 
a two-vears’  course  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame, 
at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  from  which  he  graduated  in  June,  1893,  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  On  leaving  college  he  returned  to  Defiance ; at  twenty-one 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  began  his  professional  work.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace;  in  1895  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  Defiance  county,  and,  as  has  been  said,  he  secured  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  people  in  1896  for  a second  term. 

Affable  in  manner,  pleasing  in  speech  and  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
Mr.  Ansberry  has  hosts  of  friends  among  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  In 
political  faith  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  already  risen  to  prominence  among 
the  local  leaders.  His  gifts  as  a public  speaker  were  utilized  effectively  on  the 
“stump”  during  the  campaign  of  1896,  twenty-five  or  thirty  speeches  being 
made  by  him  at  different  points  in  Defiance  county. 


JACOB  BARTLETT. 

Jacob  Bartlett,  farmer,  post  office,  Wauseon,  Fulton  county,  Ohio. 


MATHIAS  THOME. 

Mr.  Thome  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  energetic  business  men  of 
Pleasant  township,  Henry  county,  where  for  a third  of  a century  he  has 
owned  and  operated  a sawmill,  and  is  also  engaged  in  farming,  having  a valu- 
able place  of  four  hundred  acres.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  most  elegant 
homes  in  this  section  of  the  county,  the  artistic  taste  of  its  occupants  being 
reflected  in  its  appointments,  while  a gracious  hospitality  adds  a charm  to  its 
material  comforts. 

Mr.  Thome  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  August  20,  1842,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  Borthlow  and 
Catherine  (Hoffman)  Thome,  who  first  located  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in 
1865,  coming  to  Henry  county,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days. 
Both  died  in  Pleasant  township,  the  mother  in  the  latter  part  of  December, 
1885,  the  father  on  August  6,  1890.  Of  their  nine  children,  Mathias  is  third 
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in  the  order  of  birth.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Lorain  county,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  since  the  spring  of  1865  has  been  a per- 
manent resident  of  Pleasant  township,  Henry  county.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
here,  in  company  with  his  father,  he  built  a sawmill,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated,  and  also  carries  on  farming  with  results  which  can  hardly 
fail  to  prove  satisfactory. 

On  July  4,  1869,  in  Pleasant  township,  Mr.  Thome  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Swabelv,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1843,  a daughter  of  Hugo  and  Mary  Swabely,  natives  of  Germany. 
On  coming  to  the  New  World  her  parents  took  up  their  residence  in  Pleasant 
township,  Henry  county,  where  the  father  died  in  1854,  the  mother  in  May, 
1892.  Mrs.  Thome  is  the  second  in  their  family  of  four  children.  Seven 
children  blessed  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Mary  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years),  Catherine,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Anna,  Francis 
and  John  P. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Thome  takes  great  interest  in  public 
affairs,  has  always  borne  his  part  in  advancing  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  has  capably  served  his  fellow  citizens  as 
township  treasurer  for  several  years.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  was  a member  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time 
of  the  erection  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  and  for  eight  years  has 
served  as  one  of  its  trustees.  For  two  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  society 
of  Catholic  Knights. 

HENRY  CLAY  UMBENHAUR. 

The  late  Mr.  Umbenhaur  represented  a pioneer  family  that  was  identified 
with  the  early  history  and  progress  of  Williams  county,  Ohio. 

John  Phillip  Umbenhaur,  the  pioneer  ancestor,  was  born  in  Berne,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life,  and  married  Elizabeth 

. After  marriage  they  made  their  home  for  a number  of  years  near 

Manchester,  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  and  there  most  of  their  family  of  ten 
children  were  born.  Actuated  by  a desire  to  try  his  fortune  in  a newer  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  he,  about  the  year  1835,  took  his  family  to  Ohio,  locating 
first  at  Taylorsville,  Muskingun  county,  where  he  resided  a number  of  years, 
pursuing  the  business  of  a contractor  and  builder.  He  finally  located  per- 
manently in  Williams  county,  where,  possessed  of  the  courage  requisite  for 
the  life  imposed  by  such  an  undertaking,  this  energetic  and,  as  we  believe, 
vigorous  man  purchased  and  settled  on  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  primeval  forest  land  in  Superior  township.  The  work  of  clearing  this 
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heavily-timbered  farm  was  prosecuted  to  its  completion,  and  here  the  husband 
and  father  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years.  The  partner  of 
his  sorrows  and  joys  remained  at  the  homestead  till  she,  too,  was  borne  by 
the  angel  of  death  to  the  spirit  land.  She  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  Montpelier  cemetery,  Superior  township.  Mindful  of  the  highest 
duties  and  privileges  of  this  earthly  existence,  they  were  religious  in  their  lives 
and  attended  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Francis  Henry  Umbenhaur,  the  third  in  their  family  of  children,  was 
born  in  the  Virginia  home,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Muskingum  county 
on  their  removal  thither.  Here  in  1844  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Sullivan, 
a daughter  of  Richard  Sullivan,  formerly  of  Maryland,- but  afterward  a resi- 
dent of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  a planter  and  slave  holder.  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, however,  did  not  approve  of  slavery,  and  while  on  a visit  to  Ohio  (during 
which  his  daughter,  afterward  Mrs.  Umbenhaur,  was  born)  his  views  on  the 
subject  were  so  strengthened  by  ideas  imbibed  there  that  on  his  return  to 
North  Carolina  he  disposed  of  his  property  at  a loss  in  order  to  move  to  a free 
State.  He  then  located  permanently  in  Taylorsville,  Ohio,  where  he  became  an 
influential  and  esteemed  citizen.  He  held  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  village 
for  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  1859  Mr.  Umbenhaur  removed  with  his  wife  and  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren to  Williams  county,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, his  mother  living  with  him  during  the  remainder  of  her  life.  He  gave 
up  the  farm  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  with  his  wife  moved  to 
Fayette,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their  closing  years,  the  wife  departing  this 
life  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  the  husband  surviving  her  four  years.  They 
are  buried  in  Fayette  cemetery. 

Mr.  Umbenhaur  was  an  intelligent  and  well-bred  man,  thoroughly  in- 
formed on  the  current  events  of  the  day.  Holding  very  positive  views  in  favor 
of  the  ground  defined  for  and  by  the  Whig  party,  he  took  a firm  stand  in 
maintenance  of  its  doctrines.  In  Muskingum  county  he  worked  for  the  educa- 
tional good  in  the  office  of  school  director.  He  was  unassuming  in  his  manner, 
but  well-known  to  be  a public-spirited  man.  Besides  giving  liberal  support  to 
churches  and  schools  he  was  ready  with  substantial  aid  in  other  good  causes, 
and  his  character  in  the  community  was  such  as  to  command  universal  respect. 
Fie  attended  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a member. 

Henry  Clay  Umbenhaur,  grandson  of  the  pioneer  and  son  of  Francis  H. 
and  Mary  A.  Umbenhaur,  was  born  February  8,  1843,  at  Taylorsville,  and  at- 
tended the  schools  of  that  place  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  His  home 
was  with  the  family  until  his  enlistment  in  1864,  removing  with  them  to  Will- 
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iams  county,  where  he  assisted  in  the  farm  work  summers,  and  attended 
school  w inters.  On  June  20  of  that  year  he  joined  the  Union  army  as  a volun- 
teer m Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-Second  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. His  principal  service  was  in  Tennessee,  where  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  in  which  the  Union  cause  suffered  defeat,  and  took  part 
in  a number  of  skirmishes  with  the  Rebel  troops  under  General  Hood.  On  the 
organization  of  the  company  he  was  elected  corporal,  and  after  some  four 
months  of  service  he  received  promotion  for  merit  to  the  rank  of  orderly  ser- 
geant, and  served  as  such  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  from  the  service  in  August,  1865,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  a 
month  later  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Doctors  Cooney  & 
Snyder  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  remaining  there  three  years  with  the  intention  of 
taking  a complete  collegiate  course  in  preparation  for  the  medical  profession; 
but  an  opportunity  offering  for  establishing  a much-needed  drug-store  at 
Pioneer,  Ohio,  he  was  led  to  change  his  plans,  and  in  1868  he  embarked  in  the 
drug  business  there,  his  former  preceptors  also  having  an  interest  in  the  con- 
cern. At  the  end  of  two  years  he  purchased  their  right  and  continued  busi- 
ness several  years  alone.  On  January  18,  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sophia  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hodson,  a retired  business  man  and 
lawyer  of  distinction  of  that  place,  and  one  of  its  useful  and  leading  citizens. 

About  three  years  after  marriage,  Mr.  Umbenhaur  gave  up  the  drug 
business  at  Pioneer,  and  invested  in  a drug  store  in  Fayette  county,  where  he 
located.  He  then  built  a mill  for  the  manufacture  of  liquid  paint,  and  there  for 
three  years,  in  connection  with  the  drug  business,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  this  article,  selling  large  quantities  of  the  paint,  and  making  the  venture  a 
decided  success.  He  also  became  the  agent  of  the  American  Express  Com- 
pany at  that  place.  At  the  end  of  the  three  years  he  removed  to  Montcalm, 
Michigan,  where  he  purchased  a mill  for  the  manufacture  of  a useful  article, 
a carload  of  which  was  shipped  each  day.  With  that  industry  he  connected 
the  manufacture  of  shingles,  and  still  continuing  the  other  lines  of  his  busi- 
ness interests  in  Fayette  county,  conducted  all  these  branches  of  his  varied  in- 
terests for  a year  and  a half,  when  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire.  His  loss 
was  heavy,  the  property  not  being  insured.  He  then  sold  his  drug  store  and 
resumed  the  drug  business  at  Pioneer,  remaining  there  until  1883,  when  he 
again  disposed  of  his  interests  there  and  established  himself  permanently  in  the 
same  business  in  Hicksville,  locating  on  the  corner  of  High  and  Maple  streets. 
Mr.  Umbenhaur  died  July  17,  1898. 

In  politics  our  subject  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  did  much  to 
maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  Hicksville  schools,  serving  as  a member  of  the 
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board  of  education  for  six  or  seven  years.  He  had  been  elected  a member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village  water  works,  and  served  as  clerk  and  super- 
intendent for  several  years,  holding  these  offices  until  his  resignation.  He 
was  an  interesting  and  instructive  after-dinner  and  public  speaker,  and  was 
active  in  the  support  of  a lecture  course  in  the  village.  He  was  connected  with 
the  National  Union  Lodge  of  Hicksville.  Mrs.  Umbenhaur  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Her  family  consists  of  two  children : Mabel  C.,  born  in 
March,  1873,  and  Fred  H.,  born  January  18,  1876. 

On  January  6,  1897,  the  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Frederic  Mund- 
hauk,  a member  of  a prominent  family  of  southern  Ohio,  and  a graduate  of 
the  Ohio  State  University,  holding  the  distinction  of  standing  at  the  head  of 
his  class.  After  his  graduation  he  went  abroad  and  took  a post-graduate  course 
at  the  University  of  Paris,  returning  home  a month  before  his  marriage.  Mrs. 
Mundhauk  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school  of  the  place,  and  after  her  gradua- 
tion was  a student  one  year  at  Hiram  College,  and  two  years  at  the  Con- 
servatory of  Music  in  Fort  Wayne.  As  a young  lady,  one  of  intelligence  and 
culture  and  an  accomplished  pianist,  she  has  been  prominent  in  Hicksville 
society,  and  the  attractive  home  of  the  family,  No.  35  South  street,  one  of  the 
finest  residences  of  the  place,  has  been  made  the  scene  of  many  delightful 
social  gatherings.  The  son  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Hicksville  high  school. 
He  now  resides  at  Rushville,  Indiana,  where  he  holds  a responsible  position 
with  an  Express  Company. 
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Travis,  William 555 

Tressler,  Andrew  J 49 

Tressler,  Mrs.  Andrew  J 5° 

Umbenhaur,  Francis  H 605 
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Umbenhaur,  Henry  C 604 

Umbenhaur,  John  P 604 

Vogt,  Hon.  John 525 

Wagner,  John 37$ 

Walker  Family 340 

Walker,  George  W 34° 

Waltz,  E.  L 319 

Waltz  Family 320 

Waterston,  Alexander 566 

Waterston,  James 566 

Webster  Family 342 

Webster,  Nelson  R 347 

Webster,  Ralph  D 342 

Weidner  Family 326 

Weidner,  Philip 326 

Weigerding,  Peter 219 

Welson,  Charles  C 577 

Welson  Family 577 

Wheller  Family 408 

Wheller,  Henry  H 408 

Wickersham,  Taylor  G 578 

Wieland  Family 257 

Wieland,  John  G 257 

Wilber  Family 98 

Wilder,  Daniel 497 


Wilder,  Levi  W 497 

Wilhelm,  Adam 27 

Wilhelm,  Jacob 28 

Williams,  Andrew  S 231 

Williams,  Hon.  J.  W.,  M.  D 231 

Wilson,  James 349 

Wilson,  William  D 349 

Winn,  Elisha 24 

Winn,  Hon.  John  W 24 

Wirick,  Albro 152 

Wirick,  Jacob 152 

Wissler,  David 271 

Wissler,  John 271 

Yeager  Family 33 

Yeager,  Capt.  Thomas 33 

Yeagley,  Andrew  P 593 

Yeagly,  Andrew 375 

Yeagly,  William 375 

Yeagly,  William  B 593 

Young,  Calvin  C 258 

Young,  Daniel 258 

Young,  Philip 568 

Zachrich,  Henry 270 

Zachrich,  William 270 

Zarbaugh,  Solomon 335 


PORTRAITS. 


Ainsworth,  John  M 55 

Archer,  James  D.,  M.  D 173 

Baker,  Hon.  Henry  G 283 

Bokop,  Henry  D 293 

Borton,  John 441 

Cummins,  James 451 

Denman,  James  K.,  M.  D 323 

Diehl,  Albert  F 313 

Diehl,  Christ,  Sr 313 

Diehl,  Christ,  Jr 313 

Diehl,  John  C 313 

Ely,  Hon.  Lafayette  G 45 

Eiser,  John  P 143 


Enos,  Benjamin  F 303 

Evers,  Charles 223 

Farmer,  Enoch 243 

Farmer,  Mrs.  Mary  A 243 

Farnham,  Eli  A 383 

Goller,  Charles  F.,  Esq 273 

Greenler,  Henry 531 

Greenler,  Mrs.  Ottillie 531 

Gruner,  Samuel  1 363 

Hagerty,  Blair,  M.  D 580 

Hall,  Adam 233 

Hall,  Mrs.  Elizabeth . 233 

Halm,  Jacob  C 571 


616 
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Hardy,  Hon.  Henry 35 

Hockman,  John  H 253 

Hornung,  Jacob 411 

Hornung,  John  H 421 

Horton,  Francis  N 213 

Hubbard,  Hon.  William  H 15 

Imes,  Thomas  H 373 

Imes,  Mrs.  Lydia  J 373 

Johnson,  Hon.  Solomon 123 

Kehnast,  William  A 393 

Kinmont,  Thomas  C.,  M.  D 203 

Leaders,  Harman  C 333 

Leaders,  Ada  1 333 

Leaders,  Alice  A 333 

Leaders,  Cornelius  F 333 

Leaders,  Ettie  H 333 

Leaders,  Glen  L 333 

Leaders,  Mrs.  Helen  M 333 

Lipp,  Henry,  Jr 541 

McCauley,  Hon.  William  H 133 

Miller,  Horace  P 83 

Miller,  Zeno  H 263 

Newton,  Charles  H 551 

Newton,  Mrs.  Minnie 551 

Orewiler,  John 461 


Partee,  Elmer  F 561 

Partee,  Mrs.  Emma 561 

Price,  William 193 

Price,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann 193 

Ridenour,  Alfred 481 

Ridenour,  Mrs.  Emily  M 481 

Robertson,  Jacob  H 501 

Russell,  George 521 

Schmaltz,  William  A 183 

Schrack,  Aaron  F 353 

Sharp,  David  G 431 

Shinaberger,  J.  L 163 

Slocum,  Charles  E.,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D....  6 

Snider,  Willis  A 1 13 

Snyder,  Henry 491 

Snyder,  Mrs.  Sirena  J 491 

Spangler,  John 471 

Stevens,  Merari  B.,  M.  D.,  Ph.  C....  73 

Sutphen,  Hon.  Silas  T 93 

Thompson,  Charles  J 103 

Tracht,  George 511 

Tracht,  Mrs.  Matilda 511 

Webster,  Nelson  R 343 

Webster,  Ralph  D A 343 

Winn,  Hon.  John  W 25 

Wirick,  Albro 153 
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